cl 
wn 


57 

: 

tort! 8,1 
* 

tg 


WING 


71771717 
0 


ze 


N — X 
1 % 
654% 'S WG dy 
040% 3 
ith \% 0 
0 N 7 
92 8 
| Hy 6-0 8 
„ | E 155 
i i" ” 9.0 ig" i - * 
Hr ine; 11% in Ul WIN { Wit ,. C 
N 16 50 60 AY bl jj i S « ED 
11 770% 10 00 ; wh 544% 5 6000 Zinn 10 T S e 
MORI 774400 4% it Wh. Ur gt " "wt 00 with l i 2 
i 111%“ us U s wh \ J 1 % i 440 HH! j j 1 S 
1 4 6ů %% 7 4 U ty 44 6.4% e l . & 8 
br p tt wi wy 10 1 wr t WW T 
20% Ton : MM , «I 1 ; 0 T = 
ou 10 411. ” f 1 1 x - "I 10 il / i A \ \% 1 
1 1 5 1 %% wy 660% 1 8 > 
161 4 UND 9, 
od ] n Moy id 16 0% w Wn i! HH Uh " Bo JI N K. 
ns! 7 6 46% n 10% 60% | "WV Fe N 
Jt! : n LG 1 ", : m [ 1 ' i 4, n A Wi ot 1 With [1 — \ N t 8 
4 We 1 f 1701. ' Wh Ws "18 111 j N 
10 6 0 ; f „ > > 
j 7 [ 4 % * J D 
1 
WEN mon JD N * 
: on 9905 1 N on i 1 600 Wn 0 858 . N F 
he. i " Wb 5 5 an ! N o „ i on = Y 
KY 8 FN U 90 mA 1 Mm / = * " 
— OT! 96 655 nd 77 " 54% KIN 1 6% fl " Flh i! Cx > — 
2 nts 10 6466 66 17 %% 1 660% 4 %% MII (1 ©. -N < 
7 5 Ä %% t "1h, " 4 # 10 40 in | 1 ma i U | 60 i | in " i i / j iN 6 ay . 
i 17 0 * LI 110 4060 ! 44 A Wn / wil j 10 i i j! U i i 0 j, 10 | 0 A v » 
» ay 1 4 44 11510944 04 1 4h ele HHH 8 
— 1 6 1 it “d — 1 >: 84 
— To 100% 16 06 660% 0 16 10 Wl (nh 16 1 in 11 \ WW 
, UND 100 15 61% th my 10 0 "ht j Ml Ul "WW F 
= N Um wie %, | U 0.0% MA 116600 l; j [ y, © aw" 
\ i 1 iþ hi *% 1 wi 0 Wit 1 1UNů un l Int | \% 
w „ % „ b. 10 mn my 100 1% . : 
1 1 4 60 "i ' WR AE? %- 1 
8 0 i." 1 1 = 1 
1711. 4 
90544 v U 
- 4% 10% NOR : £ EE 
5. my 5 74% lit j 3 > 
— % 6 ůõ0 | HH 1 N N ST 
3 11666 606 —ſ \ 
* | | N ö DN N 
> . g | \ = =_ w * 
5 T 
* / * . V oy 
d DIL Z I 
19 \ l l „ 8 ”, 
ſy Cann 3 
255 oy vs 
J 


cl 
wn 


57 

: 

tort! 8,1 
* 

tg 


WING 


71771717 
0 


ze 


N — X 
1 % 
654% 'S WG dy 
040% 3 
ith \% 0 
0 N 7 
92 8 
| Hy 6-0 8 
„ | E 155 
i i" ” 9.0 ig" i - * 
Hr ine; 11% in Ul WIN { Wit ,. C 
N 16 50 60 AY bl jj i S « ED 
11 770% 10 00 ; wh 544% 5 6000 Zinn 10 T S e 
MORI 774400 4% it Wh. Ur gt " "wt 00 with l i 2 
i 111%“ us U s wh \ J 1 % i 440 HH! j j 1 S 
1 4 6ů %% 7 4 U ty 44 6.4% e l . & 8 
br p tt wi wy 10 1 wr t WW T 
20% Ton : MM , «I 1 ; 0 T = 
ou 10 411. ” f 1 1 x - "I 10 il / i A \ \% 1 
1 1 5 1 %% wy 660% 1 8 > 
161 4 UND 9, 
od ] n Moy id 16 0% w Wn i! HH Uh " Bo JI N K. 
ns! 7 6 46% n 10% 60% | "WV Fe N 
Jt! : n LG 1 ", : m [ 1 ' i 4, n A Wi ot 1 With [1 — \ N t 8 
4 We 1 f 1701. ' Wh Ws "18 111 j N 
10 6 0 ; f „ > > 
j 7 [ 4 % * J D 
1 
WEN mon JD N * 
: on 9905 1 N on i 1 600 Wn 0 858 . N F 
he. i " Wb 5 5 an ! N o „ i on = Y 
KY 8 FN U 90 mA 1 Mm / = * " 
— OT! 96 655 nd 77 " 54% KIN 1 6% fl " Flh i! Cx > — 
2 nts 10 6466 66 17 %% 1 660% 4 %% MII (1 ©. -N < 
7 5 Ä %% t "1h, " 4 # 10 40 in | 1 ma i U | 60 i | in " i i / j iN 6 ay . 
i 17 0 * LI 110 4060 ! 44 A Wn / wil j 10 i i j! U i i 0 j, 10 | 0 A v » 
» ay 1 4 44 11510944 04 1 4h ele HHH 8 
— 1 6 1 it “d — 1 >: 84 
— To 100% 16 06 660% 0 16 10 Wl (nh 16 1 in 11 \ WW 
, UND 100 15 61% th my 10 0 "ht j Ml Ul "WW F 
= N Um wie %, | U 0.0% MA 116600 l; j [ y, © aw" 
\ i 1 iþ hi *% 1 wi 0 Wit 1 1UNů un l Int | \% 
w „ % „ b. 10 mn my 100 1% . : 
1 1 4 60 "i ' WR AE? %- 1 
8 0 i." 1 1 = 1 
1711. 4 
90544 v U 
- 4% 10% NOR : £ EE 
5. my 5 74% lit j 3 > 
— % 6 ůõ0 | HH 1 N N ST 
3 11666 606 —ſ \ 
* | | N ö DN N 
> . g | \ = =_ w * 
5 T 
* / * . V oy 
d DIL Z I 
19 \ l l „ 8 ”, 
ſy Cann 3 
255 oy vs 
J 


T2 


— - -» % 
—— — 


ADVENTURES 
F > 


% — 
. 
_— 


O 


In which are included, 
... 8 
. 


EADY OF nr 


— 
<L/ N 

li 2, 

hy 1 
=, V O i 1 I 

We. 77 . . * 
\ \ 1 
WW : 


Reſpicere exemplar vitæ morumque jubebo 
Doctum imitatorem, & veras hinc ducere voces. 
H © R. 


— — 


8 LONDON: 
printed for JOSEPH WENMNAN 
No. 244, Fleet-Street. 


1 | 
2 0 N Dee LXXXIV. 


py 


* 
5 „ N A 
. 


ADVENTURKS 
0 * 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


F 


Peregrine moralizes upon their behazisur, which ig 
condemned by the door, and defended by the go- 
vera. They arrive in Jetty ar Lifle, dine at. 


a7 Gt 1nar 5 vit the itadel. The P. cies 
quarrels with a North- e who is put iu 
1660 ( I. 


HESE honourable adventurers being gone, 

Peregrine, who was preſent during the 
tranſaction, informed himicif of the particulars 
from the mouth of the 1nn-kecper himielf, who 
took God and the ſaints to witneſs, that he 
mould have been a lofer by their cuſtom, even 
if the bill had been paid; becauſe he was on his 
guard againſt their objections, and had charged 
every Are at an under price; but ſuch was 
the auth :ority of officers in France, that he dur 
not diſpute the leaſt circumſtance of their will: 
for had the caſe come under the cognizance of 
the mapiſtratc, he muſt in courſe have ſuffered 
by the maxims of their government, which never 


fail to abet the opprethon of the army; and be— 


ſides run the riſk of incurring their future reſent- 
ment, which would be ſufficient to ruin him from 

top to bottom. | 
Our hero broiled with indignation at this in- 
ſtance of injuſtice and arbitrary power; and turns 
A 2 
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ing to his governor, aſked if this too was a proof 


of the happineſs enjoyed by the French people. 
Jolter replied, that every human conſtitution 
muſt in ſome things be imperfect ; and owned, 
that in this kingdom gentlemen were more coun» 
tcnanced than the vulgar, becauſe it was to be pre- 
ſumed, that their own fentiments of honour and 
ſuperior qualifications would entitle them to this 
pre-eminence, which had allo a ret roſpective 
view to the merit of their anceſtos, in confſider— 
ation of -which they were firſt ennobled : but 
he affirmed that the 1nn-keepcr had muircpree- 
ſented the magiſtracy, which in France never 
failed to punith flagrant outrages and abuſe, 
without reſpect of pertons. 

The painter approved of the wiſdom of the 
French government, in bridling the inſolence of 
the mob, by which, he affured them, he had 
often ſuſſered in his own perſon ; having been 
often beſpattered by hackney coachmen, joſtled 
by draymen and Porters, and reviled in the moſt 
opprobrious terms by the watermen of London, 
_ where he had once loſt his bag and a confider- 
able quantity of hair, which had been cut off 
by ſome raſcal on his paſlage through Ludgate, 
during the lord mayor's proccihon. On the 
other hand the doctor with great warmth alledg- 
ed, that thoſe officers ought to ſuſſer death, or 
baniſhment at leaſt, for Havi ing plundered the 
people in this manner, which was fo impudent 
and barefaced, as plainly to prove they were cer— 
tain of eſcaping with . and that they 
were old offenders in the ſame degree of delin- 
quency. He ſaid, that the preateſt man in Athens 
would have been condemned to perpetual exile, 
and ſeen his eſtate confiſcated tor public uſe, had 
he dared in ſuch a licentiou: manner to 1olate 
the rights of a fellow-citizen ; and as for the lit- 
tle afftonts to which a man m: ay be ſubject, from 
the petulance of the multitude, he looked upon 
them as gloriou in ente 115 of liberty, which 
ought not to be repretſed, and would at any time 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. : 


aw, Tcjoice to find himſelf overthrown in a kennel by 


the infolence of a ſon of freedom, even though 
the fall ſhould coſt him a limb: adding, by way 
of illuſtration, that the grcateſt pleaſure he ever 
enjoyed, was in ſeeing a duſtman wilfully over- 
turn a gentleman's coach, in which two ladies 
were bruiſed, even to the danger of their lives, 
Pallet, ſhocked at the extravagance of this decla- 
ration, If that be the cate (taid he) I wiſh you 
may ſee every bone in your body broke by the 
ſirſt carman you mect in the ſtreets of London,“ 
This argument being diſcufled, and the reck- 
oning diſcharged without any deduction, al- 
though the landlord, in ſtating the articles, had 
an eye to the loſs he had ſuſtained by his own 
countrymen, they departed from Arras, and ar— 
rived in ſafcty at Liile, about two o'clock in the 
afternoon. 
Thcy had ſcarce taken poſſeilion of their lodg- 
ings, in a large hotel on the Grand Flace, when 
the 1nn-keeper gave them to underſtand, that 
he kept an ordinary below, which was frequented 
by ſeveral Englith gentlemen who relided in 
town, and that dinner was then upon the table, 
Peregrine, who ſeized all opportunities of ob— 
ſerving new characters, perſuaded his company 
to dine in Public; and they were accordingly 
conducted to the place, where they found a 
mixture of Scotch and Dutch oiacers, who had 
come from Holland to learn their excrciſes at 
the academy, and ſome gentlemen in the French 


ſervice, who were upon garrifon-duty in the. 


citadel, Among theſe laſt was a perion about 
the age of fifty, of a remarkable genteel air and 
polite adureſs, dignified with a Malteſe croſs, 
and diſtinguiſhed by the particular veneration 
of all renoje who kacw him. When he under- 
ſtood that Pickle and his friends were travellers, 
he accoſted the youth in Eugliſh, which he ſpoke 
vlerably well; and as they were itrangers, oſſer- 
ed to attend them in the atternoon to all the 
places woith ſccing in Lille. Our hero thanked 
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him for his exceſs of politeneſs, which (he ſaid) 
was peculiar to the French nation : and ſtruck 


with his engaging appearance, induſtriouſſy 


courtcd his converfation, in the couffe of which 
he learnt, that this chevalier was a man of good 
&niſc and great experience, that he was perfectly 
well acquainted with the greateſt part of Eu- 
rope, had lived ſome vears in England, and was 
no {tranger to the conſtitution and genius of that 
people. | 

Having dined, and drank to the healths of the 
Englith and French kings, two PFiacres were 
called, in one of which the knight, with one of 
his companions, the governor, and Peregrine 
ſeated themiclves, the other bcins occupied by 
the phyſician, Palict, and two Scottiſh cathcers, 
who propoſed to accompany them in their circuit. 
The firſt place they vifited was the citadel, round 
the ramparts of which they walked, under the 
conduct of the knight, who explained with great 
accuracy the intention of every particular fortifi— 
cation belonging to that ſeemingly impregnable 
fortreſs; and when they had jatisfied their cu- 
rioſity, took coach again, in order to view the 
artenal, which ſtands in another quarter of the 
town: but, juſt as Pickle's carriage had cofted 
the Promenade, he heard his own name bawlcd 
aloud by the Painter; and ordering the Viacre to 
ſtop, ſaw Pallet with one half of his body thruſt 
out at the window of the other coach, crying 
with a terrifed look, “ Mr. Pickle, Mr. Pickle, 


for the love of God ! halt and prevent blcodſhed, 


elſe here will be carnage and cutting of throats.” 
Peregrine, ſurpriſed at this exclamation, immedi— 
ately alighted, and advancing to the other veni- 
cle, found one of their military companions fland- 
ing upon the ground, at the further ſie of the 
coach, with his ſword drawn, and fury in his 
countenance, and the phyſician, with a quiver— 
ing lip and haggard aſpect, {irugeling with the 
other who had interpofgd in the quancl, and de- 
taincd him in his place. 
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Our young gentleman, upon inquiry, found 
that this animolity had ſprung from a diſpute 
that happened upon the ramparts, touching the 
ſtrength of the fortification, which the doctor, 
according to cuſtom, undervalued, becauſe it was 
a modern work; ſaying, that by the help of the 
military engines uſed among the ancients, and a 
few. thouſands of pioneers, he would engage to 
take it in leſs than ten days after he ſhould fit 
down before it. The North Briton, who was 
as great a pedant as the phyſician, having ſtudied 
fortification, and made himſelf maſter of Cæſar's 
Commentaries and Polybius, with the obferva- 
tions of Folard, affirmed, that all the methods 
of beſieging practiſed by the ancients, would be 
utterly ineſfectual againſt ſuch a plan as that of 
the citadel of Liſle ; and began to compare the 
Vineæ, Aggeres, Arietes, Scorpiones, and Cata— 
pultæ of the Romans, with the trenches, mines, 
batteries, and mortars uſed in the preſent art. of 
war. The republican, finding himſelf attacked 
upon what he thought his ſtrong ſide, ſummoned 
all his learning to his aid; and deſeribing the fa- 
mous ſiege of Platza, happened to mitquote a 
paſſage of Thucydides, in which he was cor- 
rected by the other, who having been educated 
for the church, was allo a connoiffeur in the 
Greek language, The doctor, incenſed at be- 
ing detected in ſuch a blunder, in preſence of 
Pallet, who (he knew) would promulgate his 
thame, told the officer, with great arrogance, + 
that his objection was frivolous, and that he muſt 
not pretend to diſpute on theſe matters with one 
who had conſidered them with the utmoſt accu- 
racy and care. His antagoniſt, piqued at this 
ſupercilious infinuation, replied with great heat, 
that for ought he knew, the doctor might be a 
very expert apothecary, but that in the art of 
war, and knowledge in the Greek tongue, he was 
no other than au ignorant pretender. This af-- 
ſeveration produced an aniwer full of virulence, 
including a national feſlection upon the ſoldier's 

AS 
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country; and the contention roſe to mutual 
abuſe, when it was ſuppretſed by the admoni- 
tions of the other two, who begged they would 
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c& 
not expoſe themſelves in a ſtrange place, but be- 
have themſelves like fellow- ſubjects and friends. 
They accordingly ceaſed reviling each other, and 
the affair was ſeemingly forgot; but after they 
had reſumed their places in the coach, the pain— 
ter unfortunately aſked 
word Toitoife, which he had heard them men— 
tion among the Roman implements of war, 
This queſtion was anſw red by the phyſician, 
who deſcribed the nature of this expedient 10 


little to the ſatisfaction of the oflicer, that he 


contradicted him flatly, in the midſt of his « x- 
planation; a circumſtance which provoked. the 
republican to ſuch a degree, that in the temcrity 


of his paſſion, he uttcred the epithet imper tinent 
feoundrel 5; which was no ſooner pronounced 


than the Caledonian made manual application 
to his noſe, and leaping out of the coach, ſtuud 
waiting for him on the plain; while he (the 
phyſician) made feeble efforts to join him, 
being caſily retained by the other ſoldicr; and 
Pallet, dreading the conſequence in which he 
himfelf might be involved, bellowed aloud for 
prevention. | 

Our hero endcavoured to quiet the commo- 
tion; by repreſenting to the Scot, that he had 
already taken rätisfactien for the injury he had 
received; and telling the doctor that he had de- 
ſcrved the chaſtiſement which was inflicted upon 
him : but the officer (encouraged perhaps by the 
confuſion of his antagoniſt, inſiſted upon his atk- 
ing pardon for what he had ſaid; and the doc— 
tor, believing himſelf under the protection of his 
friend Pickle, far from agrecing to ſuch conceſ- 
ſion, breathed nothing but defiance and revenge: 
ſo that the chevalier, in order to prevent mil- 
chief, put the ſoldier under arreſt, and ſent him 
to his lodgings, under the care of the other 
French geutleman and his own companion; they 
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being allo accompanied by Mr. Jolter, who hav- 
ing formerly ſeen all the curiokiies ot Lille, 
willingly turrendered his place to the phylician, 


T 


Pickle engages with a Fight of Malta, in a con- 
wer fuotian upon the Engliſh Hage, which is fol- 
Þrwed by a diſſertation en ihe theatres of the an- 
cients, by the ator. : 


HE reſt of the company proceeded to the 

arſenal, which having viewed, together 
with ſome remarkable churches, they, in their 
return, went to the comedy, and ſaw the Cid of 
Corneille tolerably well repreiented. In conie- 
quence of this entertainment, the diſcourſe at 
tupper turned upon dramatic performances; and 
al! the objections of Monti. de Scudery to the 
piece they had ſeen acted, together with the 
decinon of the French academy, were canvailed 
and diſcuſſed. The knight was a man of letters 
and taſte, and particularly well acquainted with. 
the ſtate of the Englith ſtage ; ſo that when the 
Painter boldly pronounced fentence againſt the 
French manner of acting, on the ſtrength of hav- 
ing frequented 2 Covent-Garden club of criticks, 
aud been often admitted, by virtue of an or- 
der, into the pit; a compariſon. immediately 
enſued, not between the authors, but the actors 
Of both nations, to whom the chevalier and pe- 
regrine were no ſtrangers. Our hero, like a good 
Engliſhman, made no ſcruple of giving the pre- 
ference to the performers of his qQwn country, 
who, he alledged, obeyed the genuine impulſes 
of nature, in exhibiting the paſſions of the human 
mind ; and entered ſo warmly iato the ſpirit of 
their ſeveral parts, that they often fancicd them- 
ſelves the very heroes they repretented. Where 
as, the action of the Pariſtian pliyers, even in 
heir moſt intereſting characters, was generally 

| As 
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TO 


ſuch an extravagance in voice and geſture, as is 


no where to be obſerved but on the ſtage. To 
illuſtrate this aſſertion, he availed himſelf of his 
talent, and mimicked the manner and voice of 
all the principal performers, male and female, 
belonging to the French comedy, to the admita- 
tion of the chevalier, who having complimented 
him upon this ſurpriſing modulation, begged leave 
to diflent in ſome particulars from the opinion he 
had avowed. * That you have good actors in 
England (ſaid he), it would be unjuſt and abſurd 
in me to deny; your theatre is adorned by one 
woman, whoie ſenſibility and ſweetneſs of voice 


is ſuch as I have never obſerved on any other 
tage; ſhe has, belides, an elegance of perſon ' 


and expreſſion of features, that wonderfully adapt 
her for the moſt engaging characters of your beſt 
plays; and I muſt freely own that I have been 


'as highly delighted and as deeply affected by a 


Monimia and Bclvidera at London, as ever I 
was by a Cornelia and Cleopatra at Paris* Your 
favourite actor is a ſurprifing genius. You can, 
moreover, boaſt of ſeveral comic actors who are 
perfect maſters of buffoonery and primace ; 
though, to be free with you, I think in theſe 
qualifications you are excelled by the players of 
Amſterdam. Yet one of your gracioſo's 1 cannot 
admire, in all the characters he aſſumes. His 
utterance is a continual ſing ſong, like the chant- 
ing of veſpers, and his action reſembles that of 
heaving ballaſt into the hold of a ſhip. In Ins 
outward deportment, he ſeems to have confound- 


ed the ideas of dignity and infolence. of mien, 


acts the crafty, cool, deſigning Crookback, as a 
loud, ſhallow, bluſtering Hector; in the charac- 
ter of the mild patriot Brutus, loſes all temper 
and decorum; nay, ſo ridiculous is the behaviour 
of him and Caſſius at their interview, that ſetting 
foot to foot, and grinning at each other, with 
the aſpect of two coblers enraged, they thruſt 
their left ſides together, with repeatcd ſhocks, 


that the hilts of their ſwords may claſh for the 
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entertainment of the audience; as if they were a 
couple of Merry Andrews, endeavouring to raiſe 
the laugh of the vulgar, on ſome ſcaffold at Bar- 
tholomew Fair. The deſpair of a great man who 
falls a ſacrifice to the inferaal practices of a ſub- 
tle traitor, that enjoved his confidence, this Eng- 
liſh Aſopus repreſents, by beating his own tore- 
head, and bellowing like a bull; and indeed, 
in almoſt all his moſt intcreſting ſcenes, per- 
forms ſuch ſtrange ſhakings of the head, and 
other antie geſticulations, that when I firſt ſaw 
him act, 1 imagined the poor man laboured un- 
der that paralitical diſorder, which is known by 
the name of St. Vitus's Dance. In ſhort, he 
ſeems to be a ſtranger to the more reſined ſenſa- 
tions of the ſou], conſequently his expreſſion is 
ot the vulgar kind, and he mult often fink under 
the idea of the poet; ſo that he has recourſe to 
ſuch violence of affected agitation, as impoſes 
upon the undiſcerning ſpectator, but ro the eye 
of taſtz, evinces him a meer player of that clats 
whom your admued Shakeſpeare juſtly compares 
to nature's journeyman tearing a paſſion to rags. 
Yet this man, in ſpitc of all theſe abſurdities, 1s 
an admirable Falſtaff, exhibits the character of 
the eighth Henry to the life, is reaſonably ap- 
plauded in the Plain Dealer, excels in the part 
of Sir John Brute, and would be equal to many 
humorous fituations in low comedy, which his 
pride wil! not allow him to undertake. I ſhould 
not have been fo ſevere upon this actor, had L 
not ſeen him extolled by his partizans, with the 
moſt ridiculous and fulſome manifeſtations of 
praiſe, even in thoſe very circumſtances wherein 
(as I have obſerved) he chiefly failed.“ k 
Pickle, not a little piqued to hear the qualifi- 
cations of ſuch a celebrated actor in England 
treated with ſuch freedom ard diſreſpect, an- 
ſwered with ſome afperity, that the chevalicr was 
a true critics, more induſtrious in obſerving the 
blemiſhes than in acknowledging the excelicace 
of thoſe who fell under his examination, 
| Ae 
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It was not to be ſuppoſed that one actor could 
Mine equally in all characters; and though his 
obſervations were undoubtedly very judicious, 
he himſelf could not help wondering that ſume 
of them had always eſcaped his notice, though he 


had been an aſliducus frequenter of the playhouſe. 


% The player in queſtion, faid he, has, in your 


own opinion, conſiderable ſhare of merit in the 
characters of comic life; and as to the manners 
of the great pei ſonages in tragedy, and the ope- 
ration of the grand paſhons of the ſoul, I appre- 
hend, they may be variouſly repreſented, accord- 
ng to the various complexion and cultivation of 
ditterent men. A Spaniard, for example, tho' 
impelled by the ſame paſſion, will expreis it very 
different from a Frenchman; and what is looked 
upon as graceful vivacity and addreſs by the 
one, would be conſidered as impertinence and 
foppery by the other: nay, ſo oppolite is your 
common deportment from that of ſome other na- 
tions, that one of your own countrymen, 1m the 
relation of his travels, obſerves, that the Perſians 
even of this age, when they ſee any man perform 
unneceſſary geſtures, fay he is cither a fool or 
a Frenchman. The ſtandard of demeanour being 
thus unſcttled, a Turk, a Moor, an Indian, or 
inhabitant of any country, whoſe cuſtoms and 
dreſs are widely different from curs, may, in his 
ſentiments, polteſs all the dignity of the human 
heart, and be inſpired by the nobleſt pation that. 
animates the foul, and vet cxcite ihe laughter 
rather than the reſpect of an European ſpectator. 

When | firſt beheld your famous Pariſian ſtage- 
heroine, in one of her principal parts, her atti— 


tudes tce: id ſo violent, and ſhe tuiled her arms 


around with ſuch extravagance, that ſhe put me 
in mind of a wind- mill under the agitation of a 
hard pale ; while her voice and features exhibited 
the lively repreſentation of an Englith ſcold. The 
action of your favourite male periormer was, in 
my opinion, equally unnatural z he appeared with 


| 
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the aſſected airs of a dancing- maſter; at the moſt 
patheiic junctures of his fate, he lifted up his 
hands above his head, like a tumbler going to 
vault, and ſpoke as if his throat had becn ob- 
ſtructed by an hair-bruſh ; yet, when 1 compared 
their manners with thole of the people before 
whom they perform ed, and made allowance for 
that exagecration which obtains on all theatres, 


5 | | was infenlitly reconciled to their method of 

TY performance, 2 and I could diſtinguiſh abundance 

- #27 * of merit beneath that oddity of appearance.” 

- The chevalicr perceiving Peregrine a little irri— | 
f | tared at what he had faid, alked pardon for the \ 


| liberty he had taken, in cenſuring the Envglifl 
7 players, aſſuring him that he had an infinite ve— 
1 neration for the Britiſh learning, genius, and 
: taſte, which were ſo juſtly diſtinguiſhed in the 
world of letters; and that notwithſtanding the ſe— 
; verity of his criticiſm, he thought the theatie of 
. London much better ſupphed with actors than 
„ that of Paris. The voung gentleman thanked him 
; for his polite condeſconſion, at which Pallet ex- 
i ulted, ſaying with a ſhake of the head, „I believe 
35 fo too, Monſicur;“ and the phyſician, impatient 
of the diipute in which he had bore no ſhare, ob- 
ſerved with a fupercijions air, that the modern 
{tage was altogether beneath the notice of one 
who had an idea of ancient magniſicence and 
execution; that plays ought to be exhibited at 
_ expence of the itate, as thoſe of Souphocles 
q vere by the Athenians ; and that proper judges 
[ 1. mild be appointed for r cciving Or rejecting all 
ſuch performances as are offered to the public. 
He then dcicribed the theatre at Rome, which 
contained ciphty thoutand ſpectators, gave them 
a learned ditquiſition into the nature of rhe Per- 
ſona, or maik, worn by the Roman actors, which 
he ſaid, was a machine that covered the whole 
Dead, furnithed on the inſide with a brazen cons 
cavity, that by rcverberating the ſound, as it if- 
ac irom the mouth, raiſed the VOIcc, 10 as to 
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render it audible to ſuch an extended audience. 
He explained the difference between the Saltator 
and Declamator, one of whom agted, while the 
other rehearſed the part; and from thence took 
occalion to mention the perfection of their panto- 
mimes, who were ſo amazingly diſtinct in the 


excrciſe of their art, that a certain priace of 
Pontus being at the court of Nero, and ſeeing 
one of them Tepreſent a ſtory, begged him of the 
emperor, 1n order to employ him as an interpreter 
among barbarous nations, whoſe language he did 
not underſtand. Nay, divers s CYNIC philoſophers, 
who had condemned this entertainment unſeen, 
when they chanced to be eye-witneſſes of their 
admirable dexterity, expreſled their ſorrow for 
having ſo long debarred themſelves of ſuch ration— 
al enjoyment. 

He diftented, however, from the opinion of 
Peregrine, who, as a proof their excellence, had 
adva nced, that ſome of the Engliſh actors fan- 
cicd themſelves the very thing they repreſented, 
and recounted a {tory ſrom Lucian, of a certain 
cclebrated pantomime, who, in acting the part 
of Ajax in his phrenzy, was tranſported into a 
real tit of delirium, during which he tore to pie— 
ces the cloaths of that actor who ſtalked before 
him, beating the ſtage with iron ſhoes, in order 
to increaſe the noiſe, ſnatched an inſtrument 
from one of the muſicians, and broke it over the 
head of him who repreſented Viyſtes ; and run- 
ning to the conſular bench, miſtook a couple of 
ſenators for the ſheep which were to be flain. 
The audicnce applauded him to the ſkies ; but ſo 
conſcious was the mimic of his own extravagance, 
when he recovered the ule of his reaſon, that he 
actually fell ſick with mortiſication; and being 
afterwards defired to re- act the piece, flatly refu- 
ied to appear in any fuch character, ſaying, that 
the ſhorteſt follies were the beſt, and that it was 
ſufficicnt for him to have been a madman once in 
his lite, 
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. 6 LII. 

: An adventure happens to Pipes, in conſequence of 

. which he is diſmiſſed from Peregrinc's ſervice. 
8 The whole company ſet out for Ghent in the D li- 

> | gence. Our hero is captivated by a lady in that 

*. carriage; tutcreſts her ſpiritual director in his bee 

| ; #1 * balf. 

1 | 

: HE doctor bcing fairly engaged on the ſub- 

; i ject of the ancients, would have proceeded 


the Lords knows how far, without hchtanon, 
had not he been interrupted by the arrival of Mr. 
Jolter, who in great confuſion told them, that 
1 Pipes having aſtronted a ſoldier, was then fur- 
> Toundet in the ſtreet, and would certainly be put 
to death, if ſome perſon of authority did not im- 
mediately interpoſe in his behalf. 

| Peregrine no ſooner learned the danger of his 
truſty 'ſquire, than ſnatching up his fword, he 

ran down ftairs, and was followed by the Che— 

valicr, intreating him to leave the affair to his 
management. Within ten yards of the door they 

found 'Fom with his back to a wall, defending 

himſelf manfully with a mopſtick, againſt the aſ- 

fault of three or four ſoldiers, who at fight of the 
Mfalteſe croſs deſiſted from the attack, and were 
taken into cuſtody by order of the knight. One 
of the aggreflors being an Iriſhman, begged to be 
heard with great importunity, before he ſhould 

be ſent to the guard; and by the mediation of 
Pickle, was accordingly brought into the Hotel, 

with his companions, all three bearing upon their 

heads and faces evident marks of their adverfary's 

f proweſs and dexterity. The ſpokeſman being 

* confronted with Pipes, informed the company, 
4. that having by accident met with Mr. Pipes, 
whom he conſidered as his countryman, though 

fortune had diſpoſed of them in different ſervices, 

he invited him to drink a glaſs of wine; and ac- 
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cordingly cariied him to a Cabaret, where he in- 
troduced him to his comrades; but in the courſe 
of the converſation, which turned upon the pow- 
cr and greatneſs of the kings of France and Eng- 
land, Mr. Pipes had been pleaſed to treat his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty with great diſteſpect; and 
when he (the entertainer) cxpoſltulated with him 
in a friendly manner about his impolite behavi- 
our, obſerving, that he being in the French fer- 
vice, would be under the neccility of reienting 
his abuſe, if he did not put a ſtop to it before the 
other gentlemen of the cloth ſhould comprehend 
his meaning, he had ſet them all three at debance, 
diſhonoured him in particular with the opproe 
brious epithet of rebe/ to bis native king aud cone 
try, and even drank: (in broken French) to the 
perdition of Lews and all his adherents! that, 
compelled by this outrageous conduct, he, as 
the perſon who had recommended him to their 
ſociety, had, in vindication of his own cha- 
racter, demanded ſatisfaction of the delinquent, 
who on preteace of fetching a ſword, had gone 
to his lodging, from whence he all of a ſadden 
ſallied upon them with the mopitick, which he 
employed in the annoyance of them all without 
diſtinction, fo that they were obliged to draw ein 
their owa defence. | 

Pipes being queſtioned by his maſter, with re— 
gard to the truth of this acconnt, owned that 
every circumſtance was juſtly repreſented ; ſaying, 
he did not value their cheeſe-toaſters a pinch of 
oakum; and that if the gentleman had_not ſhot 


in betwixt them, he would have trimmed them 


to ſuch a tune, that they ſhould not have had a 
whole yard to ſquare. Peregrine reprimanded 


him ſharply for. his unmannerly behaviour, and 


inſiſted upon his aſking pardon of thoſe he had 
mjurcd, upon the ſpot. But no conſideration 


was efſicacious enough to produce ſuch concei-- 


ſion; to this command he was both deaf and 
dumb, and the repeated threats of his maſter 
had no more effect than if they had becn ad- 
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dreſſed to a marble ſtatue. At length our hero, 
incenſed at his obſtinacy, ſtarted up, and would 
have chaſtiſed him with manual operation, had 
not he been prevented by the Chevalier, who 
found means to moderate his indignation ſo far, 
that he contented himſelf with ditmilling the of- 
fender from his ſervice; and after having ob— 
tained the diſcharge of the priſoners, gave them 
a Louis to drink, by way of recompence for the 
diſgrace and damage they had ſuſtained. 

The knight perceiving our young gentleman 
very much ruflled at this accident, and reflecting 
upon the extraordinary deportment and appcar- 
ance of his vaict, whoſe hair had by this time 
adopted a grizzled hue, imagined he was ſome 
favourite domeſtic, who had * grown grey in the 
ſer vice of his maſter's family, and that, of con- 
ſequence, he was uncaſy at the {acrilice he had 
macle. S Wayed by this conjecture, he carneſtly 
ſolicited in his behalf; but all he could obtain, 
was a promiſe of r e. admitti ing him into favour 
on the terms already propoſed, or at leaſt on con- 
dition that he ſhould make his acknowledgment 
to the Chevalier, for his want of reverence and 
W bs for the French monaich, 

Upon this condeſceniion, the culprit was called 
up ſtairs, and made acquainted with the mitiga— 
tion of his fate; upon which ke ſaid, he would 
down on his marrow-boncs to his own maſter, 
but would be damn'd before he would atk par- 
don of c'er a Frenchman in Chriſtendom. Pickle, 
exaſperated at this blunt declaration, ordered him 
out of his preſence, and charged him never to 
appear before his face again; while the officer in 
vain employed all his influence and addreſs to 
appeaſe lus reteatment, and about midnight took 


of ſucceis. 

Next day the company agreed to travel thro? 
Flanders in the Dilizence, by tlc advice of Pe— 
regrinèe who was not without hope of mecting 
with ſome adventure or amutement in that cars 
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riage; and Jolter took care to ſecure places for 
them all. It being reſolved that the valet de 
chambre and the doctor's man ſhould attend the 
velncle on horſeback; and as for the forlorn 
Pipes, he was left to reap the fruits of his own 
ſtubborn diſpoſition, notwithſtanding the united 
eſtorts of the whole triumvirate, who endea- 
voured to procure lis pardon. | 

Every previous meaſure being thus taken, they 
ſet out from Lite about fix in the morning, and 
found themſelves in the company of a female ad- 
venturer, a very handſome young lady, a Capu— 
chin, and a Rotterdam few. Our young gentle— 
man being the firſt of this ſocicty that entered, 
ſurveyed the ſtrangers with an attentive eye, and 
ſeated himtelt immediately behind rhe beautiful 
uaknown, who at once attracted his attention. 
Pallet ſceing another lady uncngaged, in imita— 
tion of his friend, took pofleſlion of her neigh- 
bourhood; the phyſician paired with the pricit, 
and ſolter fat down by the Jew. 

The machine had not proceeded many fur- 
longs, when Pickle, accoſting the fair incognita, 
congratulated himſelf upon his happineſs, in be- 
ing the fellow-traveller of fo charming a lady. 
She, without the leaſt reſerve or aflectation, 


- thanked him for his compliment, and replicd with 


a {prizhtly air, that now they were embarked in 
one common bottom, they muſt club their en- 
dcavours to make one another as happy as the 
nature of their fituation would permit them to 
be. Encouraged by this frank intimation, and 
captivated by her fine black eyes and eaſy beha- 
viour, he attached himſelf to her from that mo- 
ment; and in a little time the converſation be- 
came ſo particular, that the Capuchin thought 
proper to interfere in the diſcourſe, in ſuch a 
manner as gave the youth to underſtand, that he 
was there on purpoſe to ſuperintend her con— 
duct. He was doubly rcjoiced at this diſcovery, 
in conſequence of which he hoped to profit in his 


addlrelles, not only by the young lady's reſtraint, 
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that never ſails to operate in bchalf of the lover, 
but alſo by the corruptibility of her guardian, 
hom he did not doubt of rendering propitious 
to his cauſe. Fluſhed with theſe expectations, 

he behaved with uncommon complacency to the 
father, who was charmed with the aſfability of 
his carriage, and on the faith of his gencrolity 
abarcd of ie vigilance ſo much, that our hero 
carried on his ſuit without further-mateflation ; 
while the painter, in ſigns and loud burſts of 
laughter, converſed with his Dulcinca, who was 
perfectly well verſed in theſe imple expreilions 
of ſatisfaction, and had alrcady found means to 
make a dangerous invaſion upon his heart, 

Nor were the governor and phyſician unem— 
ployed, while their friends intereſted themſelves 
in this agreeable manner. Jolter no ſooner per- 
ceived the Hollander was a Jew, than he entered 
into an inveſtigation of the Hebrew tongue, in 


which he was a connoiſicur; and the obo at 


the fame time attacked the NMlendicant on the r1- 
diculous maxims of his order, together with the 
napoſitions of pricſt-craft in general, which (he 
3 prevail ſo much among thoſe who pro— 
eis the 8 an Catholic religion. 
Thus coupled, each committee enjoyed their 
own converiation apart, without any danger of 


cnheroachment; and all were ſo intent upon their 


tcveral topics, thas they ſcarce allowed themſelves 

a tmall interval in viewing the defolation of Me- 
nin, as they paſſed through that ruined frontier. 
About twelve o'clock they a arrived at Courtray, 
where the hories are always changed, and the 
company halt an hour for refreſhment; Tere 
Peregrine handed his charmer 12to an wagon 


= here ſhe was joined by the other lady ; and on 


pretence of ſeeing ſome of the churchcs in tow, 
put himſelf under the direction of the Capuchin, 
from whom he learned that the young lady was 
wile to a French gentleman, to whem the had 


been married about a year, and that the was now 
on her journey to viſit ker mother, who lived in 


| 
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Bruitels, and who at that time laboured under a 
lingering diſtemper, which, in all probability, 
would ſoon put a period to her life. He then 
launched out in praiſe of her daughter's virtue 
and conjugal aſlection; and laſtly told him, that 
he was her father conicilior, and pitched upon to 
be her conductor thro' Flanders, by her hutband, 
who, as well as hi: wife, placed the utmoit con- 
ſidence in his prudence and mtegrity. : 

Pickle eaſily comprehended the meaning of 
this inſinuation, and took the hint accordingly, 
He tickled the preſt's vanity with extraordinary 
encomiums upon the diftatceretted principles of 
his order, which were detached from all worldly 


purſuits, and alcogether devoted to the eternal 


ſalvation of mankind. He applauded their pa- 
tience, humility, and learning, and laviſhed a 
world of praiſe upon their talent in preaching, 
which (he ſaid) had more than once operated to 
powerfully upon him, that had he not been re- 
ſtrained by certain confiderations which he could 
not poſſibly wave, he ſhould have embraced their 
tenets, and begged admiſtion into their frater— 
nity : but, as the circumſtinces of his fate would 
not permit him to take ſuch a falutary meaſure 


for the preſent, he intreated the good father to 


accept a ſmall token of his love and reſpect, for 
the beneſit of that convent to which he belonged. 
So ſaying, he pulled out a purſe of ten guineas, 
which the Capuchin obſerving, turned his head 
another way, and lifting up his arm, diſplayed a 


pocket almoſt as high as his collar-bone, in 


which he depokted the money. 


This proof of affection for the order produced 


a ſudden and ſurpriſing eſſect upon the friar. In 
the tran{port of his zeal he wrung this ſcmi-con+ 
vert's hand, ſhowered a thouſand benedictions 


_upon his head, and cxhorted him with the tcars 


flowing from his eyes, to perfect the great work 
wich the finger of God had begun in his heart; 
and as an inſtance of his concern for the welfare 
ot his precivus tuul, the holy brother promiicd to 
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recommend him ſtrenuouſly to the pious admoni- 


tions of the young woman under his care, who 
was a perfect faint upon earth, and endued with 
the peculiar gift of mollifying the hcarts of ob- 
durate ſinners. “ O father! (cried the hypocri- 
tical projector, who by this time perceived that 
his money was not thrown away) if I could be 
favourcd but for one half hour with the private 
inſtruction of that inſpired devotee, my mind 
preſages, that I ſhould be a ſtrayed theep brought 
back into the fold, and that 1 ſhould find ei 

entrance at the gates of heaven! There is *. 
thing ſupernatural in her aſpect; 1 gaze upon 
her with the moſt pious fervour, and my whole 
fou! is agitated with tumults of hope and deſpair!” 
Having pronounced this rhapiody with trav{port 
half natural and half affected, the pricit allured 


him, that theſe were vuperetions of the iparit, 


which muſt not be repreiflted ; and comforted him 
with the hope of. enjoying the bleſed interview 
which he defired, proteſting, that as far as his 
influence extended, his with ſhouid be that very 
evening indulged, The gracious pupil thanked 
him for his benevolent concern, which he ſwore 
ſhould not be ſquandered upon an ungrateful 
object ; and the reſt of the company interrupting 
the converiation ; thev returned in-a body to the 
inn, where they dined all together; and the la- 
dies were perf: 1i2ded to be our hero's gucſts. 

As the jubjects on which they had been en- 
gaged before dinner were not exhauſted, each 
brace reſumed their former theme, when they 
were replaced in the Diligence. The painter's 
miſtreſs finiſhed her conquett, by exerting her 
Kill in the art of ogling, accompanied by fre- 
quent bewitching Iighs, and ſome tender French 
ſongs that ſhe fung with fuch pathetic expreition, 
as quite melted the reiolution of Pallet, and ut- 
terly ſubdued his affection : and he, to convince 
her of the importance of her victory, gave a Pe- 
cimen of his own talents, by entertaining her 


n 
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with that celebrated Englith ditty, the burden of 
which begins with, The pigs they lie with their 
arſcs bare. 


%%% Fe Lin. N 
He makes ſome progreſs in her affedions; is inter- 
rupted by a diſpute between Jolter and a Jew; 
appeaſes the wrath of the Capuchin, who procures 
for him an interview with his fair enflaver, in 
which he finds himfelf deceived. 


Eregrine, mean while, employed all his in- 

ſinuation and addrets in practiſing upon the 
heart of the Capuchin's fair charge. He had long 
ago declared his pailion, not in the ſuperficial 
manner of a French gallant, but with all the ar- 
dor of an enthutiait. He had languiſhed, vowed, 
flattered, kifled her hand by ſtealth, and had no 
reaſon to complain of his reception. Though 
by a man of a lets ſanguine diſpoſition, her par- 
ticular complaiſance would have been deemed 
equivocal, and perhaps nothing more than the 
eitect of French breeding and conſtitutional vi- 
vacity ; he gave his own qualifications credit for 
the whole, and with theſe ſentiments carricd on 
the attack with ſuch unabating vigour, that ſhe 
was actually prevailed upon to accept a ring, 
which he preſented as a token of his eſteem; and 
every thing proceeded in a moſt proſperous train, 
when they were diſturbed by the governor and 
Iſraelite, who in the heat of diſputation raiſed 
their voices, and poured forth ſuch effuſions of 
gutturals, as ſet our lover's teeth on edge. As 
they ſpoke in a Janguage unknown to every one 
in the. carriage but themſelves, aud looked at 
each other with mutual animoſity and rancour, 
Peregrine defired to know the cauſe of their con- 
tention. Upon which, ſolter excla;med in a fu- 
rious tone, “ This learned Levite, forſooth, has 
the impudence to tell me that I don't underſtand 
Hebrew; and affirms, that the word Benni figs 
niſies child of joy; whereas I can prove, aud in- 
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Iced have already aid enough to convince any 
Ererſonable man, that in the Septuagint it is rightly 
Itranſlated into fon of my ſorrow.” Having thus 
explained himſelf to his pupil, he turned to the 
prieſt, with intention to appeal to his determina— 
tion; but the Jew pulled him by the fleeve with 
Zoreat eagerncts, ſaving, © For the love of God 
pe quiet, "the Capuchin will diſcover who we are!“ 
jolter, offended at this conjunction, echoed, 
« Who we are!“ with great emphaſis; and re- 
peating ve; poma natamus, aſked ironically, to 
wich of the Tribes the Jew thought he belonoed? 
The Levite affronted at his comparing him to a 
b. Jl of horſe dung, replicd with a moſt ſignifi— 
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tagoniſt, taking the advantage of his unwilling— 
pet to be known by the friar, and prompted 
by revenge for the freedom he had uſed, an- 


ſucred in the French laugnage, that the judg- 


ment of God was itil] manifeſt upon thcir whole 
race, not only in their being in the ſtate of exiles 
from their native land, but alſo in the ſpite of 
[in hearts and pravity of their diſpolitioas, 
{which demonſtrate them to be the genuine oſt- 
ſpring of thoſe who eee the Saviour of the 
world. 

His expectation was, however, defeated; the 


prieſt himſelf was too deeply engaged, to attend 
to the dehates of other people. The phyſician, 
| in the pride and infolence of his Icarning, had 
q undertaken to difplay the abſurdity of the Chriſ- 
tian ſaith; having alrcady (as he thought) con- 
futed the Capuchin, touching the points "of belief 
in which the Roman Catholics diſler from the reſt 
of the world. But not contented with the ima— 


ih gined victory he had gained, he began to ftrike 


at the fundamentals of religion and the father, 
| with incredible forbearance, ſuffered him to make 
very free with the doCtrine of the Trinity: but, 
when he levelled the ſhafts of his ridicule at the 
4 | immaculate conception of the B leſſed Virgin, the 
Sood man's Patience forſook him, his eyes ſcemed 


cant grin, © To the tribe of Iflachar.” iis an- - 
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to kindle with indignation, he trembled in every 


joint, and uttered with a loud voice, „Lou 
are an abominable—1 will not call thee heretic, 
for thou art worſe, (if poſſible) than a Jew; you 
deſerve to be incloſed in a furnace feven times 
heated, and I have a good mind to lodge an in- 
formation againſt you with the governor of 
Ghent, that you may be apprehended and pu- 
niſhed as an impious blaſpbemer.“ 


This menace operated like a charm upon all 


preſent. 'The doctor was confounded, the go- 
vernor diſmayed, the Levite's teeth chattered, 
the painter was aſtoniſhed at the general confu- 
fon, the cauſe of which he could not compre- 
hend ; and Pickle himſelf, not a little alarmed, 
was obliged to uſe all his intereſt and aſſiduity 
in ere wh this ſon of the church, who at 
length, in conſideration of the friendſhip he pro- 
fefled for the young gentleman, conſented to for- 
give what bad page, but abſolutely refuſed to ſit 
in contact with ſuch a profane wretch, whom he 
looked upon as a fiend of darkneſs, ſept by the 
enemy of mankind to vp the minds. of weak 
people; ſo that, after having croſſed himſelf, and 
muttered.certain exorciſms, he inſiſted upon the 
- doctor's changing places with the Jew, who ap- 

roached the offended eecleſiaſtic in an agony of 

EAT. 

Matters being thus compromiſed, the conver- 
ſation flowed in a more general channel; and 
without the intervention of any other accident, 
or bone of contention, the carriage arrived at the 


city of Ghent about ſeven in the evening. Sup- 
per being beſpoke for the whole company, our 
adventurer and his friends went out to take a ſu- 
perficial view of the place, leaving his new miſ- 


treſs to the pious exhortations of her confeſſor, 
whom (as we have already obſerved) he had ſe- 
cured in his intereſt. This zealous mediator 
ſpoke fo warmly in his commendation, and in- 
tereſted her conſcience ſo much in the affair, that 

e could not refuſe her helping hand to the great 
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the interview he dehred, 

This agreeable piece of intelligence, which 
the Capuchin communicated to Peregrine at his 
return, elevated his ſpirits to ſuch a degree, that 
he ſhone at ſupper with uncommon brilliance, in 
5 thouſand fallies of wit and pleafantry, to the 
admiration and delight of all preſent, eſpecially 
of his fair Fleming, who ſœemed quite captivated 
by his perſon and behaviour. 

The evening being thus ſpent to the ſatisfac- 
tion of all parties, the company broke up, and 
retired to their ſeveral apartm ents 3 when our 
lover, to his unſpeakable mo! tication, learned 
that the two ladies were obliged to lie in the fame 
room, all the other chamber s of the inn being 
pre- occupied. When he imparted this difficulty 
to the prieſt, that charitable father, who was very 
fruitful in expedients, aſſured him, that his ſpiri- 
tual concerns ſhould not be obſtructed by ſuch 
a lender impediment ; and accordingly availed 
himtelf of his prerogative, by going in to his 
daughter's chamber when fhe was almoſt un- 
dreiicd, and leading her into his own, on pre- 
rence of adminiſtering ſalutary food for her ſoul. 
Having brought the two votal les together, he 
Pr: ed for ſueceſs to the operations of grace, and 
left them to their mutual meditations, after hav- 
ing conjured them in the moſt ſolemn manner 


to let no impure ſentiments, or temptations of 
the fleſu, interfere with the hallowed deß gu of 
their meeting. 

The reverend intercefor being Zone, and the 
coor faſtened on the in Ade, the pſeudo- convert, 
tranſported with his pafſign, threw himſelf at is 
Amanda's feet; and begging ſhe would ſpare him 
the tedious form of addreſſes, which the nature 
of their interview would not permit him to ob- 


ferve, began with all the impetuoſity of love to 
make the mo! t by the occaton. But whether ſhe 
was diſpleaſed by the intrepidity and aſſurance 
of his behaviour, thinking herſelf wrirled to 
Vor. II. B 


work of his converſion, and promited to grant 


S 
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more courtſhip and reſpect, or was really bet- 
ter fortified with chaſtity than he or his procurer 
had ſuppoſed her to be; certain it is, ſhe ex- 
prefled reſentment and ſurpriſe at his boldneſs 


and preſumption, and upbraided him with hav-| 


ing impoſed upon the charity of the friar. The 
voung gentleman was really as much aſtoniſhed 
at this rebuff, as ſhe pretended to be at his de- 
claration, and carneſtly entreated her to conſider 
how precious the moments were, and for once 


jacriſice ſuperfluous ceremony, to the happineſs, 


of one who adored her with ſuch a flame, as 
could not fail to conſume his vitals, if ſhe would 
not deign to bleſs him with her favour. Not- 


withſtanding all his tears, vows, and ſupplica- 


tions, his perſonal accompliſiments, and the 
tempting opportunity, all that he could obtain, 
Was an acknowledgment of his having made an 
zmpceſhon upon her heart, which ſhe hoped the 
dictates of her duty would enable her to eraſe. 
This confeſſion he confidered as a delicate 
eonſent; and obeying the impulſe of his love, 
matched her up in his arms, with an intention of 
ſeizing that which ſhe declined to give; when 
this French Lucretia, unable to defend her virtue 
any other way, fcreamed aloud; and the Capu- 
chin, ſetting his ſhoulder to the door, forced it 


open, and entered in an aſſected extaſy of amaze - 


ment. He lifted up his hands and eyes, and pre- 
tended to be thunder ſtruck at the diſcevery he 
had made; then, in broken exclamations, pro- 
feſſed his horror at the wicked intention of our 
hero, who had covered ſuch a damnable ſchenie 
with the maſk of religion. | 

In ſhort, he performed his cue with ſuch den- 
terity, that the lady believing him in earnell, 
begged he would forgive the ſtranger, on account 
of his youth and education, which had been 
tainted by the errers of hereſy; and he was on 
theſe conſiderations content to accept the ſub- 
mon of our hero, who, far fiom renouncing 
his expectations, notwithſtanding this mortify ing 
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x pulſe, confided ſo much in his own talents, and 
tae. confeſlion which his miſtreſs had made, that 
he reſolved to make another effort, to which no- 
thing could have prompted him but the utmoit 
turbulence of unruly deſtre. | 


% FF LY: 
e makes another effort towards the accempliſpment 
of bis wijh, which is paſt poned by a ſirange acci- 
deut. 


TE directed his valet de chambre, who was 
a thorough-paced pimp, to Kindle ſome 
llraw in the yard, and then paſs by the door «ff 
er apartment, crying with a loud voice that the. 
houſe was on fire, I] his alarm brought both la- 
ies out of their. chambers in a moment, and 
cregrine taking the advantage of their running. 
to the flirect dor, entered the room and con- 
ealed himfelf under a.large table that ſtocd in. 
an unobſerved carner. The nymphs, as ſoon. 
as they undeiſtoed the cauſe. of his Mercury's: 
uppoſed affright, returned to their apartment, 
and having ſaid their prayers, undrefled them- 
ſelves and went to bed. This ſcene, which fell 
under the &bſervation of Pickle, did net at all. 
contribute to the cooling. of his concupiſcence, 
at on the contrary inflamed him to ſuch a de- 
orce, that he could ſcarce reſtrain I. is impatience, 
until by her breathing deep, he concluded the. 
fellow-lodger of his Amanda was aſleep. This. 
welcome note no ſooner ſaluted his ears, than. 
he crept to tis charmer's bedſide, and placing. 
himſelf on his knees, gently. laid hold on her 
white hand, and preſſed it to his lips. She had: 
juſt begun to cloſe her eyes, and enjoy the agree- 
able oppreſſian of flumber, when ſhe was rouſed- 
by this rape, at which the ſtarted, pronouncing: 
in a tone of ſurprize and diſmay, © My God !* 
who's that?“ The lover, with the moſt infinue-. 
ating humility, beſought her to hear him; vow- 
ing that his intention in approaching her thus, 
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was not to violate the laws of- decency, or 
that indelible eſteem which ſhe had engraven! 


on his heart; but to manifeſt his forrow and 


contrition for the umbrage he had given, to pour 
ſorth the overſlowings of his foul, and tell her, 
that he neither could nor would ſurvive her di- 
pleaſure. Theſe and many more pathetic pro-“ 
teſtations, accompanied with ſighs and tears, and 
Cther expreilions of grief, which our hero had 
at command, could not fail to melt the tender! 


heart of the amiable Fleming, already prepoſſeſſed 


in favour of his qualifications. She ſympathized | 


ſo much with his aflliction, as to weep in her 


turn, when the reptcſented the impoilibiltity of! 
her rewarging his paſſion ; and he, ſcizing the 
favourable moment, reinforced his ſolicitations F 
with ſuch irreſiſtible tranſports, that her reſoln-! 
tion gave way, ſhe began to breathe quick, ex- 


prefled her fear of being overheard by the other 


lady, and with an cjaculation of“ O heavens ! Þ 


I'm undone :*” ſuffered him, aſter a faint ſtruggle, 
to make a lodgment upon the covered way ot her? 
bed. Her honour however was ſecurcd for the} 


% 8 . : 
preſent, by a ſtrange fort of knocking upon the 


wainſcot, at the other end of the room, hard by 


the bed in which the female adventurer lay. 


Surpriſed at this circumſtance, the lady begged: 
him for heaven's ſake to retreat, or her repu- | 
tation would be ruined for ever: but when 
he repreſented to her, that her character would 


run a much greater riſk, if he fhould be detected 


in withdrawing, the conſented with greet trepida- Þ 
tion to his ſtay, and they liſtened in filence tothe) 
ſequel of the noiſe that alarmed them. T his was 7 


no other than an expedient of the painter, to 
awaken his Dulcinea, with whom he had mace: 


an aſlignation, or at leaſt interchanged ſuch ſig- 
nals as he thought amounted to a firm appoint- 
ment. His nymph being diſturbed in her firſt“ 
ſleep, immediately underſtood the found, and true? 
to the agreement, roſe, and uubolting the door as 
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ſoftly as poſſible, gave him admittance, leaving 
it open for his more commodious retreat. 

While this happy gallant was employed in dif- 
engaging himſelf from the diſhabille in which 
he had entered, the Capuchin ſuſpecting that 
Peregrine would make another attempt upon his 
charge, had crept ſilently to the apartment, in 
order to reconnoitre, leſt the adventure thould 
be atchieved without his knowledge; a circum- 
ſtance that would deprive him of the profits he 
might expet from his privity and concurrence. 
Finding the door unlatched, his ſuſpicion was 
confirmed, and he made no ſeruple of creeping 
into the chamber on all four; ſo that the pain- 
ter having ſtript himſelf to the ſhiit, in groping 
about for his dulcinea's bed, chanced to lay his 
hand upon the ſhaven crown of the father's 
head, which, by a circular motion, the prieſt 
began to tura round in his graſp, like a ball in 
a ſocket, to the ſurprize and conſternation of 
door Pallet, who having neither penetration to 
comprehend the caſe, nor reſolution to withdraw 
his fingers ſrom this ſtrange object of his touch, 
ſtood ſweating in the dark, and venting ejacu- 
lations with great devotion. The friar tired 
with this cxerciſe, and the painful poſture in 
which he ſtooped, raiſed himſelf gradually upon 


his feet, heaving up at the ſame time the hand of 


the painter, whoſe terror and amazement in- 
ctealed to ſuch a degtee at this unaccountable 
elevation, that his faculties began to fail; and 
his palm in the confuſion of his fright, fading 
over the prieſt's forchead, one of his fingers hap- 
pened to flip into his mouth, and was immedi- 
ately ſecured between the Capuchin's tecth, 
with as firm a fixture as if it had been. ſcrewed in 
a blacki/mith's vice. The painter was ſo much 
diſordered by this ſudden ſwap, which tortured him 


to the bone, that forgetting all other conſidera- 


tions. he roare aloud, © Murder! a fre? a trap, 
a trap! help, chriſtians, for the love of God help.” 
Our here confounded by theſe exclamations, 
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which he knew would ſoon fill the 100m with wt 
ſpectators, and iacenſed at his own moitiffing . 
diſapp intment, was vbliged to quit the untalted MF 
banquet, and approaching the cauſe of his miſ- MF 
fortune, juſt as his tormentor had thought proper F « 
to releaſe his finger, diſcharged ſuch a hearty flap | 
between his ſhoulders, as brought him to the 
ground with hideous bellowing, then retiring un- 
perceived, to his own chamber, was one of the 
firſt who returned with a light, on pretence of 
having been alarmed with his cries. - The Capu- 
chin had taken the ſame precaution, and fol- 
lowed Peregrine into the room, pronouneing Be- 
nedicte, and croſſing himſelf with many marks 
of aſtoniſhment. The phyfician and joiter ap- 
pearing at the ſame time, the unfortunate pain 
ter was found lying naked on the floor, in all 
| the agony of horror and diſmay, blowing upon 
his left hand, that hung dangling from the el- 
| how. The circumſtance of his being found in 
that apartment, and the attitude of his affliction, 
which was extremely ridiculous, provoked the 
; doctor to a ſmile, and produced x ſinatl rclaxa- 
tion in the feverity of the gofernor's ceunte- 
nance; while Pickle, teſtifying ſurpriſe and con— 
cern, lifted him frem the grounyl, and enquired 
into the cauſe of his preſent ſituntion. Having, 
| after ſome recollection, and fruitleſs endeavours 
to ſpeak, recovered the uſe of his tongue, he 
told them that the houſe was certainly hauated 
by evil ſpirits, by which he had been conveyed 
(he knew not how) into that apartment, and 
afflicted with all the rortures of hell: that one 
of them had made itſelf ſenſible of his feeling, in 
the ſhape of a round ball of ſmooth fleſh, which 
| turned round under his hand, like an aſtrono— 
mer's globe, and then riſing up to a ſurpriſing 
height, was converted into a machine that laid 
hold on his finger, by a ſnap, and having pinned 
him to the ſpot, he contiuncd for ſome moments 
in unſpeakable agony. At laſt he ſaid the engine 
ſcemed to melt away from his finger, and he re- 
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ceived a ſudden thwack upon his ſhoulders, as it 


' diſcharged from the arm of a giant, which over- 


threw him in an inſtant upon the floor. The 
prieſt hearing this ſtrange account, pulled out of 
one of his pouches a piece of conſecrated candle, 
which he lighted immediately, and muttered cer- 
tain myſterious conjurations. news imagining 
that Pallet was drunk, ſhook his head, ſay ing, 
he believed the ſpirit was, no where but in his 
own brain. The phyſician, for once conde- 
ſcended to be a wag, and looking towards one of 
the beds, obſerved, that, in his opinion, the paint- 
cr had been miſled by the fleſh; and not by the 
ſpirit. The fair Fleming lay in filent aſtoniſh- 


ment and afiright; and her fellow-lodger, in. 


order to acquit herſelf of all ſuſpicion, exclaimed 
with incredible volubility againſt the author of 


this uproar, who (ſhe did not doubt) had con- 


cealed himſelf in the apartment with a view of 
perpettating ſome wicked attempt upon her pre- 
cious virtue, and was puniſhed and prevented by 
the immediate interpoſition of heaven. 


the other lady, he was conducted to his own bed, 
and the chamber being evacuated, they locked 
their door, fully reſolved to admit no more viſi- 
tants for that night : while Peregrine, mad with 
ſeeing the delicious morſel, ſnatched (as it were) 
from his very hp, ſtalked through the paiſlage, 
like a ghoſt, in hope of finding ſome opportunity 


of re-entering, till the day beginning to break, he 


was obliged to retire, curſing the 1diotical con- 
duct of the painter, which had ſo unluckily in- 
terfered with his delight. | | 


| At her 
4 deſire, therefore, and at the earneſt ſolicitation of 
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8 EY. 
They depari from Ghent. Our hero engages in a 
political diſpute with his » iſtreſs, whom he offends, 
and pacifies with ſubmiſſion. He fraftiſes an ca- 
Pedient to detain the carriage at Aloft, and con- 
firms the prieſt in his inter}, 


EXT day, about one o'clock, after having 

ſeen every thing remarkable in town, and 
been preſent at the execution of two yeuths, who 
were hanged for ravithing a whore, they took 
their departure from Ghent, in the ſame carriage 
Wh ch had brought them thither; and the con- 
verſation turning upon the puniſhment they had 
ſeen inflicted, the Flemiſh beauty expreſſed great 
{ympathy and compaſhon for the unhappy ſuſſer- 
ers, who (as ſhe had been informed) had fallen 
victims to the malice of the accuſer. Her 
tentiments were eſpouſed by all the company, 
except the French lady of pleafure, wha, think- 
ing the credit of the ſiſterhood concerned in 
the affair, bitterly inveighed againſt the profli- 
gacy of the age, and particularly the baſe and 
villainous attempts of man upon the chaſtity of 
the weaker ſex; ſaying, with a look of indigna- 
tion directed to the painter, that for her own 
part, ſhe ſhould never be able to maniſeſt the 
acknowledgment ſhe owed to providence, for 


aims of unbridled Juſt. This obſervation intros 
duced a ſeries of jokes, at the expence of Pallet, 
who hung his ears, and fat with a filent air 
of dejection, fearing that through the male- 
volence of the phyſician, his adventure might 
reach the ears of his wife. Indeed, though we 
have made ſhift to explain the whole tranſaction 
to the reader, it was an inextricable myſtery to 
every individual in the Diligence; becauſe, the 
part which was aCted by the Capuchin, was 
known to Kimſelf alone; and even he was ut- 
terly ignorant of Pickle's being concerned in the 


having protected her laſt night, from the wicked 
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affair; fo that the greateſt ſhare of the painter's 
ſufferings were. ſuppoſed. to be the exaggerations + 
of his Own extravagant imagination. | 

In the midſt of their diſcourſe on this extraor- - 
dinary- ſubject; the driver told them, that they 
were now on the very ſpot where a detachment 
of rhe allied army had been intercepted and cut 
off by the. French; and ſtopping the vehicle, en- 
tertained them with a local deſcription of the 
battle of Melle. Upon this occaſion, the Flemith . 
lady, who, fince her marriage, had become a keen. 
partizan for the French, gave a minute detail of. 
all the -circumltances,. as they had been repre- - 
ſenred to her by her huſband's brother, who was 
in the action. This account, which ſunk the 
number of the French to ſixteen, and raiſed that 
of the allies to twenty thouſand men, was ſo diſ- 
agrecable.to. truth, as well as to the laudable par- 
tiality of Peregt1ine, that he ventured to contra- 
Cit her aflertions, aud a ſieree diſpute commenced, . 


alſo comprehended all the battles in which the 
duke of Marlborough had commanded againſt: 
Lewis the Fourteenth. In the courſe of theſe. 
debates, ſhe diveſted the. great general. of” all the 
glory he had acquired, by Tee eee 
victory he gained was purpoſcly loſt by the.Frenc 
generals, in ordet to bring the ſchemes of Madam. 
de Maintenon into diſcredit; and as a particular 
inſtance, alledged that while the citadel. of Liſte 
was beſieged, Lewis ſaid, in preſence of the; 
Dauphin, that if the allies ſhou!d be obliged to, 
raiſe the ſiege, he would immediately declare his 
marriage with that lady; upon which, the. fon. 
ſent private orders to marſhal Bouffles to ſur- 
render the place. This ſtrange allegation was 
ſupported by the aſſeveratious of. the prieſt. and 
the. courtezan, and admitted.as- truth by the go- 
vernor, who pretended to have heard it from good 
authority: while the doctor. fat, neutral, as one 
who thought it ſcandalous to know the hiſtory of 
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Dutchman, liſted himſelf under the banners of 
our hero, who, in attempting to demonſtrate the 
abſurdity and improbability of what they had 
advanced, raiſed ſuch a hue and cry againſt him- 
elf, and being inſenſibly heated in the alterca- 
tion, irritated his Amanda to ſuch a degree, that 
her charming eyes kindled with fury, and he faw 
great reaſon to think, that if he did not fall upon 
ſome method to deprecate her wiath, ſhe would 


in a twinkling ſacriſice all her eſteem for him, 


to her own zeal for the glory of the French na- 
tion. Moved by this apprehenſion, his ardour 
cooled by degrees, and he infenfibly detached 
himſelf from the argument, leaving the whole 


care of ſupporting it on the Jew, who, finding 


himſelf deſerted, was fain to yield with diſcretion; 
fo that the French remained maſters of the field, 
and their young heroine reſumed her good*hu- 
mour. 5 

Our hero having prudently ſubmitted to the ſu- 

erior intelligence of his fair enflaver, began to 
be harafſed with the fears of loſing her for ever, 
and ſet his invention at work, to contrive ſome 
means of indemnifying himſelf for his afliduitics, 
preſents, and the diſappointment he had already 
undergone. On pretence of enjoying a freer air, 
he mounted the box, and employed his elocution 


aud generolity with ſuch ſucceſs, that the driver 


undertook to diſable the Diligence from proceed- 
ing beyond the town of Aloſt for that day; and in 
conſequence of his promiſe, gently overturned it 
when they were but a mile thort of that baiting 
place. He had taken this meaſure io diſcreetly, 
that this accident was attended with no other in- 
convenience than a fit of fear that took poſſeſſion 
of the ladies, and the neceſity to which they 
were reduced by the declaration of the coachman, 
who, upon examining. the carriage, aſſured the 


company that the axle-tree had given way, and, 


adviſed them to walk forward ro the inn, while 
he would jog after them at a flow pace, and do 


Bis cadeavour the damage ſhould be immedi- 
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ately repaired. Peregrine pretended to be very 
much corncerned at what had happened, and even 
curſed the driver for his inadvertency, expreſſing 
infinite impatience to be at Bruſſels, and wiſhing 
that this misfortune might not detain them ano- 
ther night upon the road; but when his under- 
{trapper, according to his inſtructions, came af- 
terwards to the inn, and gave them to underſtand 


that the workman he had employed could not 


poſſibly reſit the machine in leſs than fix hours, 
the crafty youth affected to loſe all temper, ſtorm- 
ed at his emiſſary, whom he reviled in the moſt 
opprobrious terms, and threatened to cane for 
his miſconduct. The fellow proteſted with great 
humility, that there being overturned was owing 
to the failure of the axle- tree, and not to his want 
of care or dexterity in driving; though rather than 


be thought the cauſe of incommoding him, he f 


would inquire for a poſt chaiſe, in which *he 
mipht depart for Bruſſels immediately. This ex- 


pedicat Pickle rejected, unleſs the whole company 


could be accommodated in the ſame manner; 
and he had been previouſly informed by the dri- 
ver, that the town could not furniſh more than 
one vehicle of that fort, His governor, who was 
quite ignorant of his ſcheme, repreſented that 
one night would ſoon be paſſed, and cxhorted him 
to bear this ſmall diſappoiatment with a good 
groce, eſpecially as the houfe ſeemed to be well 
provided for their entertainment, and the com- 
pany ſo much diſpoſed to be ſociable. 
puchin, who had found his account in cultivating 
the acquaintance of the young ſtranger, was not 


ill-pleaſed at this event, which might, by pro- 


tracting the term of their intercouric, yield him 
ſome opportunity of profiting (till further by his 
liberality : he therefore joined Mr. Jolter in his 
admonitions, congratulating himſelf upon the pro- 


ſpe& of enjoying his coaverſation a little langer 1 
Our young gentleman 


than he bad expected. 

received a compliment to the ſame parpoſe from 

the Heb:ew, who had that day exercifed his gal- 
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lantry upon the French coquette, and was not 
without hope of reaping the ſtuits of his atten- 
tion, his rival, the painter, being. quite diſgraced 
and dejected by the adventure of laſt night. As 
for the doctor, he was too much 1ngroſled in the 
contemplation of his own importance, to intereſt 
himſelf in the affair, or its conſequences, further 
than by obſerving that the European powers 
-Ought to eſtabliſh public games, like thoſe that 
were celebrated of old in Greece; in which caſe, 


every ſtate would be fupplied with ſuch dextrous. 
chariotrers, as would drive a machine at full 


Jpeed, within a bair's breadth of a precipice, with- 
out any danger of its being overthrown, Pere- 
grine could not help yielding tc their remonſtran- 
ces, and united complaiſance, for which he 
'thanked them in very polite terms, and his paſ- 
ion ſeeming to ſubſide, : propoſed that they ſhould 
amuſe themſelves in walking round the ramparts. 
He hoped to enjoy ſome private converſation with 
his admired Fleming, who had this whole day 
'behaved with remarkable reſerve. The propoſal 
'being embraced, he (as uſual) handed her into 
the ſtreet, and took all opportunities of promot- 
ing his ſuit; but they were attended fo cloſely 
by her father confeſſor, that he foreſaw it would 
be impracticable to accompliſh his aim, without 
the connivance of that ecclefiaſtic. This he 
Was obliged to purchaſe with another purſe, which 
he offered, and was accepted as a charitable a- 
tonement for his criminal behaviour during the 
interview which the friar had procured for the 
good of his foul, The benefaction was no ſooner 


made, than the pious mendicant edged off by lit- 


tle and little, till he joined the reſt of the com- 
pany, leaving his generous patron at full liberty 
to proſecute his purpoſe. It 1s not to be doubted 
that our adventurer made a good uſe of this occa- 
fon: he practiſed a thouſand flowers of rhetoric, 
and actually exhauſted his whole addret:, in per- 
ſuading her to have compaſſion upon bis miſery, 
and indulge him with another private audience, 
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-without which he ſhould run diſtracted, and be 


- guilty of extravagancies, which, in the humanity 


of her diſpoſition, ſhe would weep to ſee. Bur, 
inſtead of complying with his requeſt, ſhe chid 
him ſeverely for his pretumption, in perſecuting 


her with his vicious addiefls, She aſſured him, 


that although ſhe had fecured a chamber for her- 
ſelf in this place, becauſe ſhe had no ambition to 
be better acquainted with the other lady, he 


would bes 11 the wrong to diſturb her with ano— 


ther nocturnal vitit; for ſhe was determined to 
deny him admittance. The lover was comforted 
by this hint, which he unde: ſtood in the true ac» 
ceptation, and his paſſion being inflamed by the 
obſtacles he had met with, his heart beat high 
with the proſpe&t of poiletion. 1 hete raptures 


of expectation produced an inquietude, which 


diſabled him trom bearing that thare of the can- 
verfation for which he uſed to be diſtinguiſhed. 
His behaviour at ſupper was a viaſſitude of ſtart» 
ings and reveries. Ihe Capuchin, imputing this 
ditorder to a ſecond repulſe from his charge, began 
to be invaded with the apprchenſiou of being ob- 
liged to refund, and in a whiſper forbad our hero 
to deſpair, | 


CAP. LVT. 

The French coguette entraps the heart of the Jew, 
againſt whom Pallet enters into a cor;fpiracy; by 
_ which Peregrine is again diſappointed, and the Hes 

brew's incont nence expoſed. 
NETS while the French ſyren, baulked in 
her deſign upon her Engliſh cully, who was 
ſo eatily diſheartened, and hung his cars in mani- 


feſt detpondence, rather than run the iifque of 


making a voyage that ſhould be altogether un- 
profitable, reiolved to practiſe her charms upon 
the Dutch merchant. She had already made ſuch 
innovation upon his heart, that he cultivated 
her with peculiar complacency, gazed upon her 
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with a moſt libidinous ſtare, and unbended his 
aſpect into a grin that was truly Iſraeltiſn. The 
Painter ſaw, and was offended at this correſpond- 
ence, which he conſidered as an inſult upon his 


misfortune, as well as an evident preference of 


his rival; and conſcious of his own timidity, 
{ſwallowed an extraordinary glaſs, that his inven- 
tion might be ſtimulated, and his reſolution 
raiſed to the contrivance and execution of ſome 
ſcheme of revenge. The wine, however, failed 
in the expected effect, and without inſpiring him 
with the plan, ſerved only to quicken his deſire 
of vengeance; ſo that he communicated his pur— 
poſe to his friend Peregrine, and begged his aſ- 
ſiſtance ; but our young gentleman was too in- 
tent upon his own affair, to mind the concerns 
of any other perton, and he declined to be en- 
gaged in the project, Pallet had recourie to the 
genius of Pickle's valet de chambre, who readily 
embarke! in the nadertaking, and invented a 
plan, which was executed accordingly. 

The evening being pretty far advanced, and 
the company ſeparated into their reſpective apart- 
ments, Vickle repaired, in all the impatience of 
youth and deſire, to the chamber of his charmer, 
and finding the door unbolted, entered in a 
tranſport of joy, By the light of the moon, 
winch ſhone through the window, he was con- 
ducted to her bed, which he approached in the 
utmolt agitation, and perceiving her to all ap- 
pearance allcep, effayed to wake her with a 
gentle kiſs; but this method proved ineffectual, 
becauſe ſhe was determined to fave herſelf the 
confuſion of being an accomplice in his guilt, 
He repeated the application, murmured a moſt 
pathonate falutation in her car, and took ſach 
other gentle methods of ſignifying his pretcnce, 
as perſuaded him that ſhe was reſolved to ſleep, 
in ſpite of all his endeavours : fluſhed with this 
agreeable ſuppoſition, he locked the door, in or- 
der to prevent interruption, and ſtealing him- 
ſelf under the cloaths, ſet fortune at defance, 


Pg 


«„ 4 4 , yo „ ws, 4 4 A & A 


ft — 


9  -—» 5 


dans 2 © wy = ©&f BH. Q mo Ay by 


om 4 ww. +, & 05 


— 
JS 


. - i * 
. 4 * 4 * . Py . 
= Mats meow —— — oh n : E . 5 1 nn 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 39 


while he held the fair creature circled in his 
arms, 

Nevertheleſs, near as he ſeemed to be to the 
happy accompliſhment of his defire, his hope 
was again fruſtrated with a fearful noife, which in 
a moment awaked his Amanda in a fright, and 
for the preſent engaged all his attention. His 
valet de chambre, whom Pallet had conſulted as 


' a confederate in his revenge againſt the lady of 


pleaſure and her Jewiſh gallant, had hired of cer- 
tain Bohemians, who chanced to lodge at the 
inn, a jack-atls adorned with bells, which, when 
every body was retired to reſt, and the Hebrew 
ſuppoſed to be bedded with his miſtreſs, they led 
up-ſtairs into a long thoroughfare, from which 
the chambers were detached on cach fide. The 
painter, percerving the lady's door a-jar, ag- 
cording to his expectation, mounted this animal, 
with intention to ride into the room, and diſturb 
the lovers in the midſt of their mutual cndear- 
ments; but the aſs, true to its kind, finding 
himſelf beſtrid by an unknow rider, inftead of 
advancing in obedicace to his conductor, reticat- 
ed backward to the other end of the pallage, in 
ſpite of all the etforts of the painter, who 
ſpurred and kicked, and pummelled to £ 

purpoſe, It was the noiſe of this contention be- 
tween Pallet and the aſs, which invaded the cars 
of Peregrine and his miſtreſs, neither of whom 
could form the leaſt rational conjecture about the 
caute of ſuch {trange diſturbance, which in- 
creaſed as the animals approached their apart- 
ment. At length, the Bourique's retrograde 
motion was obſtructed by the door, which it 
forced open, 1a a twinkling, with one kick, and 
entered with ſuch complicaticn of ſound, as ter- 
rified the lady almoſt into a fit, and threw her 


lover into the utmolt perplexity and confuſion. 


The painter, finding himſelf thus violeutly in- 
truded into the bed-chamber of he knew not 
whom, and dreading the reſentment of the poſ- 


ſeffor, who might diſcharge a piſtol at him as a 
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of rage and diſappointment, ran directly to the. 
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robber, who had broke into his apartment, was. 
overwhelmed with conſternation, and redoubled. 
his exertion, to accompliſh a ſpeedy retreat, 
fiveating all the time with ſear, and putting up» 
p=titions to heaven for his ſafety; but his obſtinate. 
companion, regardleſs of his fituation, inſtead of. 
ſubmitting 10 his conduct; began to turn round. 
like a miliftone, the united ſound of his feet and. 
bells producing a moſt ſurpriſing concert. The. 
unfortunate 1ider, whirling about in this manner, 
would have quitted his feat, and left the beaſt to 
this own amuſement, but the rotation was ſo ra- 
pid, that the terror of a ſeecre fall hindered him. 
from attempting to diſmount, and in the detpe-- 
ration of his heart, he ſeized one of its eas, 
which he pinched ſo unmercifulty, that the crea- . 
ture ſet up his throat, and brayed aloud. This 
hideous exclamation was no ſooner heard-by the 
fair Fleming, already chilled with panic, and. 
prepared with ſuperſtition, than, believing her- 
elf vilited by. the devil, who was. permitted to 
puniſh-her for her infidelity. to the marriage bed, 
ſhe uttered a. ſcream, and began to repeat her. 
paternoſter with a loud voice. Her lover, find- 
ing + himlf under the neceſlity of. retiring, . 
ſtarted up, and ſtung with the muſt violent paugs 


ſport from whence this diabolical noiſe. ſeemed to. 
proceed. There encountering.the: aſs, he diſ- 
charged ſuch a volley of blows at him and his ri-- 
der, that the creature cartied him off at a round. 
trot, and they roared ig uniſon all the way. Eav- 
ing thus cleared the room of ſuch diſagreeable. "I 
company, he went back to his miſtreſs, and aſ- 
ſuring her, that this was only ſome. fooliſh prank . 
of Pallet, took his leave, with a promiſe of re-- 
turning after the quiet of the ina ſhould be re- 
eſtabliſhed. 

In the mean time the noiſe of the. Bourigue,. 
the cries of rhe painter, and the lady's ſcream, , 
had alarmed the whole houſe; and the als, 1 in the. 
plecipitation of his retreat, ſecing People with 
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lights before bim, took ſhelter in the apartment 
for which he was at firſt deſigned, juſt as the IL. e- 
vite, arouſed at the uproar, had quitted his 
Dulcinea, and was attempting to recover his own 
chamber, unpciceived, Seeing himſelf oppoſed 
by ſuch an animal, mounted by a tall, meagre, 
lanthorn-jaw'd figure, half naked, with a white 
night cap upon his head, which added to the 
natural paleneſs of his complexion, the Jew 
was ſorely troubled in mind, and believing it to 
be an apparition of Balaam and his aſs, fled back- 
ward with a nimble pace, and c:ept under the 
bed, where he lay concealed. Mr. ſolter, and 
the prieſt, who were the ſoremoſt of thoſe who 
had been arouſed by the noiſe, were not un- 
moved when they ſaw ſuch a ſpectacle rufhing 
into his chamber, from whence the lady of 
pleaſure began to fthriek. The governor made 
a full halt, and the Capuchin diſcovered no incli- 
nation to proceed. They were (however) by 
the prefiure of the croud that followed them, 
tkrult forward to the door, through which the 
vinon entered; and there ſolter with great ce- 
remony, complimented his reverence with the 
Paſs, beſeceching him to walk in. The mendi- 
cant was too courteous and humble to accept 
this preheminence, and a very carneſt diſpute 
enſucd ; during which the aſs, in the courſe of 
his circuit fhewed himfelf and rider, and in a 
trice decided the conteſt ; for, ſtruck with this 
ſecond glimpſe, both, at one inſtant, ſprung 
backward with ſuch force, as overturned their. 
next men, who communicated the impulſe to 
thoſe that ſtood behind them, and theſe again to 
others; ſo that the whole paſſage was ee 
with a long file of people, that lay in a line, like 
the ſequel and dependance of a pack of cares. In 
the midſt of this havoc, our hero 1cturned from 
his own room with an air of aſtoniſhment, aſks 
ing the cauſe of this uproar. Receiving juch 
hints of intelligence as [Jolter's conſternation 
would permit him to give, be ſnatched the candle 
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out of his hand, and advanced into the haunted 
chamber without heſitation, being followed by 
all pre.ent, who broke forth into a long and 
loud peal of laughter, when they perceived the 
Iudicrous fource of their diſquict. The painter 
himſelf made an effort to join their mirth, but 


he had been ſo harrowed by fear, and ſmarted ſo 


much with the pain of the dijciphne he had re- 
ccived from Pickle, that he could not, with all 
his eadeavour, vanquiſh the ruefulneſs of his 
countenance. His attempt ſerved ouly to in- 
creaſe the aukwardneſs of his fituation, which 
was not at all mended by the bchaviour of the 
coquette, who, furious with her diſappointment, 
ſitpped on a petticoat and bed-gown, and tpring- 
ing upon him, like another Hecuba, with lier 
nails, deprived all one ſide of his noſe of the ſicin, 
and would not have left him an cye to fee thro”, 
if ſome of the company had not reſcued him 
from her unmercifut talons. Provoked at this 
outrage, as well as by her behaviour to him in 


the Diligence, he publickly explained his inten- 


Lon in catering her chamber in this cquipage ; 
and miſing the Flebrew among the ſpectators, 


aſſured them that ke muſt have abſconded fome- 


where in the apartment. In purſuance of this 
intimation, the room was immediately ſearched, 
and rhe mortified L.evite pulled by the heels 


from his Iurking-place; ſo that Pallet had the 


good fortune, at laſt, to transfer the laugh from 
himſelf to his rival and the French inamorata, 
who accordingly underwent the ridicule of the 


whole audience. WS Bi 


en. a 
Pallet endeavouring to unravel the myſtery of the 
treatment he had received, falls out of the fry- 
Ing pan into the fire. | 


Evertheleſs, Pallet was ſtill confounded, and 
N chagrined by one conſideration, which was 
no other than that of his having been ſo roughly 
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hancled in the chamber, belonging as (he found 
upon inquiry) to the handiome young lady, who 
was under the Capuchin's direction. He recollect- 
ed, that the door was faſt locked, when his beaft 
burſt it open; and he had no reaſon to believe 
that any perton followed him in his irruption ; 
on the other hand, he could not imagine, that 


ſuch a gentle creature woul:l either attempt to 
commit, or be able to execute ſuch a deſperate at- 


ſault as that which his hody had ſuſtained; and 


her demeanor was fo modeſt and circumipect, 


that he durſt not harbour the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
her virtue. 

Theſe reflections bewildered him in the laby- 
rinth of thought: he rummaged his whole imagi- 
nation, endeavoming to account for what had 
happened. At length he concluded, that either 
Percgrine, or the devil, or both, muſt have been 


at the bottom of the whole affair, and determi- 


ned, for the ſatisfaction of his curiofity, to watch 
our hero's motions, during the remaining part of 
the night, ſo narrowly that his conduct, myſte- 
rious as it was, ſhould not be able to clude his 
penetration. 8 

With theſe ſentiments he retired to his own 
raom, after the ats had been reſtored to the 
right owners, and the prieft had viſited and con- 
firmed his fair ward, whlin had been almoſt diſ- 
tracted with fear. Silence no ſooner prevailed 
again, than he crawled darkling towards her 


door, and huddled himſelf up in an obſcure cor, 


ner, from whence he might obſerve the ingreſs 
or egreſs of any human creature. He had not 
long remained in this poſture, when, fatigued 
with this adventure, and that of the preceding 
night, his faculties were gradually . empowered 
with ſlumber ; and falling faſt aſleep, he began 
to ſnore like a whole congregation of prefbyrert- 
ans. The Flemiſh beauty, hearing this diſcor- 
dant noiſe in the paſſage, began to be afraid of 


ſome new alarm, and very prudently bolted her 


door: ſo that when her lover wanted to repeat 
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44 THE ADVENTURES OF 
his viſit, he was not only ſurpriſed and incenſed 
at this diſagreeavle ſcrenade : the author of which 
he did not know; but when compelled by his 


paſſion, which was by this time wound to the high- 


eſt pitch, he ventured to approach the entrance, 
he had the extreme mortification to find himſelf 


ſhut out. He durſt not knock or ſignify his pre- 


ſence in any other manner, on account of the 
lady's reputation, which would bave greatly ſuf— 
fered, had the ſnorer been waked by his endea- 
vours, Had he known that the perſon who thns 
thwarted his views, was the painter, he wouid 
have taken ſome eſſectual ſtep to remove bim; 
but he could not conceive what ſhould induce 
Pallet to take up his reſidence in that corner; 
nor could he uſe the aſſiſtance of a light, to diſtin- 
guiſh him, becauſe there was not a candle burn— 
ing in the houte. 

It is impoſſible to deferibe the rage and vexa- 
tion of our hero, while be continued thus tanta— 
lized upon the brink of bliſs, after his defire had 
been axaſperated by the circumſtances of his two 
former diſappointments. He gjaculated a thous 
ſand exccrations againſt his own fortune, curſed 
all his fellow-travellers, without exception, vow- 
ed revenge againſt the painter, who had twice 
confounded his moſt intereſling ſcheme, and was 
tempted to cxecute immediate vengeance upon 
the unknown cauſe of his preſent miſcarriage. In 
this agony of diſtraction did he ſweat two whole 
hours in the paſiage, though not without ſome 
faint hope of being delivered from his tormentor, 
who (he imagined) upon waking, would undoubt- 
edly, ſhift his quarters, nd leave the field free 
to his deſigns ; but when he heard the cock re- 
peat his ſalutation to the morn, which began to 
open on the rear of night, he could ho longer re- 
ſtrain his indignation. Going to his own cham- 
her, he filled a ba ſon with cold water, ard ſtznds 
ing at ſome diſtance, diſcharged it full in the face 
of the gaping ſnorer, who, over and above the 
ſurpriſe occalivncd by the application, was almoſt 
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ſuſſocated by the liquor that entered his month, 
and ran down into his wind-pipe. While he 
gaſped like a perſon half drowned, without know— 
ing the nature of his diſaſter, or remembering the 
ſituation in which he fell aſleep, Peregrine retired 
to his own door, and, to his no ſmall aſtonith- 
ment, from a long how! that invaded his ears, 
learned that the patient was no other than Pallet, 
who had now, for the third time, balked his good 
fortune, | 

Enraged at the complicated tfeſpaſſes of this 
unfortunate oficnder, he ruſhed from his apart- 
nent with a borice- whip, and enc Ountering the 
painter in his flight, overturned' him in the pul- 
ſage. There lic "exerciſed the inſtrument of his 
wr rath with great leverity „ on pietence of miſtak- 
ing him for tome preſumptuous cur, which had 
diffurbed the repoſe of the inn; nay, when he 
called aloud for mercy in a fupplicating tone, _ 
his chaſtifer could no longer pietend to treat hin 

as a quadrupeq; ; ſuch was the vi. ulcnce of the 
young genticman's indignation, that he could not 
help declaring his ſatisfaction, by telling Pallet 
he had richly deſerved the puniſhment. ne had 
undergone, ſor his madneſs, tolly, and W 
nence, in contriving and executing ſuch idl 
ſchemes, as had no other tendency than that of 
plaguing his neighbours. 

Pallet proteſted, with great vehemence, that 
he was innocent, as the child unborn, of an in- 
tent ion to give umbee ge to any perſon whatever, 

except the Traclite and his doxy, who he knew 
had incurred his diſpleaſure. “ But as God is 
my Saviour! (fag h e) believe I am perſecuted 
with witcheraft, and begin to think that damn'd 
prieſt is an agent for the devil; for he has been 
but two nights in our company, during which ! 
have not cloſed an eye; but, on the contrarx, 
have been tormented by all the ends of hell.” 
Pickle peeviſhly replicd, that his torments had 
been occaſioned by his aw fooliſh imagination; 
and aſked how he came to how! in that corner; 
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The painter, who did not think proper-to own 
the truth, faid, that he had been tranſported thi- 
ther. by ſome preternatural conveyance, and 
Jouted in water by an invifible hand. The youth, 
in hope of profiting by his abſence, adviſed hin 
ro retire immediately to his bed, and by his ſlecp 
ſtrive to comfort his brain, which ſeemed to he 


not a little diſordered by the want of that refreſh- 


ment. Pallet himſelf began to be very much of 


the ſame way of thinking; and, in compliance | 


with tuch wholeſome counſel, betook himſelf to 
reit, muttering prayers all the way for the reco- 
vety of his own underſtanding. | 

Pickle attended him to his chamber, and lock- 
ing him up, put the key in his own pocket, that 
he might not have it in his power to interrupt 
him again: but in his return he was met by Mr. 
Jolter and the doctor, who had been a ſecond 
time alarmed by the painter's cries, and come 
to enquire about this new adventure, Half frau- 
tic with ſuch a ſeries of ditppointments, te cur— 
ſed them in his heart for their uuſcaſonable ap- 
pearance. Wen they gueſtioned him about 
Pallet, he told them he had found him ſtark ſtaring 
mad, howling in a corner, aud wet to the ſkin, 
and conducted him to his room, where he was 
Row a bed. The phyficiau hearing this citcum— 
ſtance, made a merit of his vanity ; and, under 
pretence of concern for the patient's welfare de- 
Red he might have an opportunity of examining 
the ſymptoms of his ditorder, without lofs of 
time; allcdging that many dileaſes might have 
been ſtifled in the birth, which afterwards baffled 
all the endeavours of the medical art. 1heyoung 
gentlcman accordingly delivered the key, and 
once more withdrew into bis own chamber, with 
a view of ſcizing the firft occaſion that ſhould 
preſent itſelf of renewing his application to his 
Amanda's door; while the doctor, in his way to 
Pallet's apartment, hinted to the governor his 
Suſpicion, that the patient laboured under that 


du cadſul ſymptom called the kydrophobia, Which 
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he obſerved had ſometimes appeared in perſons 
who were not pieviouſly bit by a med dog. This 
conjecture he founded upon the howl Ie uttered 
when he was ſouted with water, and began to re- 
collect certain circumſtances of the painter's be- 
baviour for ſome day's paſt, which now he could 
plainly perecive had prognoſticated ſome ſuch ca- 
lamity. He then aſcribed the diſtemper to the 
violcut frights he had lately undergone ; aftirmed 


that the affair of the Baſtile had made ſuch a vio- 


jent encroachment upon his underſtanding, that 
his manver of thinking and ſpeaking was entirely 
altered. By a theory of his own invention, he 
explained the eſſects of fear upon a looie fy ſtem 
of nerves, and demonſtrated the modus in which 
the animal ſpirits operate upon the ideas and 
power of imagination. 

This diſquitition, which was communicated at 
the painter's door, might have laſted tg] breax- 
faſt, had not Jolter reminded him offſhis own 
maxim, Vententi occurrite myrbo ; uponywhich be 
put the key to immediate uſe, and ticy walked 
ſoftly towards the bed, where the patient lay ex- 
tended at full length in the arms of ſleep. The 
phyſician took notice of his breathing hard, and 
his month being open; and from theſe diagno- 
ſtics declared, that the liquidum nervoium was 


intimately ailected, and the ſaliva impregnated 


with the ſpiculated particles of the virus, howſo- 
ever contracted. This ſentence was ſtill farthes 
confirmed by the flate of his pulſe, which being 
full and flow, indicated an oppreſſed citculation, 
fiom a loſs of elaſticity in the propelling arteries. 
Ne propoſed that he ſhould immediately ſuffer a 
ſecond afſperfon ef water, which could not only 
contribute te the cure, but alſo certify them be- 
youd alt poffibitity of doubt, with regard to the 
ſtate of rhe cifeaſer forit would evidently appear, 
from the manner in which he would bear the 
application, whether or not his horror of water 
amounted to a confirmed hydrophobia. Mr. Jol- 
ter, in compliance with this propoſal, began to 
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empty a bottle of water, which he found in th! 
room in a baſon; when he was inter:upted by 
the preſeriber, who adviſed him to uſe the con 
tents of the chamber pot, which being impreg 
natcd with ſalt, would operate more eilfectually 
than pure element. Thus dizeed, the governo 
Jifted up the veilel, which was replete with me 
dicine, and with one turn of his hand diſcharged 
the whole healing inundation upon the ill- omen'd 


paticat, who waking in the utmoſt diſtraction off 


horror, yelled moſt hideouſly, juſt at the time 
when Peregrine had brought his miſt eſs to a par- 
ley, and centertaincd hopes of being admitted into 
her chamber. | 
Terrified at this exclamation, ſhe inſtantly 
broke off the treaty, beſeeching him to retire 
from the door, that her honour might receive 10 
injury from his being found in that place: and 
he had juſt enough of recollection left to ſee the 
necefity of obeying the order; in conformity to 
Which he retreated well nizh deprived of his ſen— 


ſes, and almoſt perſuaded, that jo many unac- 


countable diſanporntments muſt have proceeded 
from ſome ſupcrnatural cauſe, of which the ididt 
Pallet was no more than the involuntary inſtru— 
ment. 

Aean while, the doctor having aſcertained the 
malady of the patient, whoſe crics, inter: upted by 
frequent {obs and ſighs, he interpreted into the 


barking of a dog; and having no more ſalt water! 
at hand, reſolved to renew the bath with ſuch! 
materials as chance would afford. He actually} 


laid hold of the bottle and baſon; but by this 
time the painter had recovered the uſe of his ſen- 
ſes fo well, as to perceive his dritt; and ſtarting 
up, like a frantie Bedlamite, ran directly to his 
ſword, iwearing with many horrid imprecations, 
that he would murder them both immediately, 


if he thould be hanged before dinner. "They did 


not chooi to wait the iſſue of his threat, but re- 


tired with ſuch precipitation, that the phyſician | 
had almoſt diſlocated his {huulder, by running g 
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againſt one ſide of the entry. Jolter having pul» 
Jed the door after him, and turned the key, be- 
took himfelf to flight, roaring aloud for aſſiſtance. 
His colleague ſeeing the door ſccured, valued him- 
ſelf upon bis reſolution, and exhorted him to re- 
turn; declaring, that for his own part, he was 
more afraid of the madman's teeth than of his 
weapon; and admoniſhing the governor to re- 
enter, and execute what they had left undone. 
% Go in (ſaid he) without fear or apprehenſion, 
and if any accident ſhall happen to you, either 
from his flaver or his ſword, I will aſſiſt you with 
my advice, which from this ſtation I can more 


coolly and diſtinctly adminiſter, than I ſhould be 


able to ſupply, if my ideas were diſturbed, or my 
attention engaged in any perſonal concern.” 
Jolter, who could make no objection to the juſt- 
neſs of the concluſion, frankly owned, that he 
had no inclination to try the experiment; obſerv- 
ing, that ſelf-preſervation was the firſt law of na- 
ture; that his connexions with the unhappy lu- 
natic were but ſlight, and that it could not be rea- 
ſonably expected, that he would un ſuch riſks 
for his ſervice, as were declined by one who had 
ſet out with him from England, on the footing of 
a companion. This inſinuation introduced a diſ- 
pute upon the nature of benevolence, and the 
moral ſenſe, which (the republican argued) exiſt- 
ed independent of any private conſideration, and 


could never be affected by any contingent circum- 


ſtance of time and fortune; while the other, who 
abhorred his principles, aſſerted the duties and 
excellence of private friendſhip, with infinite ran- 
cour of altercation. 
During the hotteſt of the argument, they were 
Joined by the Capuchin, who being aſtonithed to 
ſee them thus virulently engaged at the door, and 
to hear the painter bellowing within the chamber, 


conjured them, in the name of God, to tell him 


the cauſe of that confuſion, which had kept the 


Vol. II. | C 


whole houſe in continual alarm during the beſt 
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part of the night, and ſeemed to be the immediate 
work of the devil and his angels. When the go- 
vernor gave him to underſtand, that Pallet was 
viſited with an evil ſpirit, he muttered a prayer 
of St. Antonio de Padua, and undertook to cure 
the painter, provided he could be ſecured ſo as 
that he might, without danger to himſelf, burn 
part of a certain relick under his noſe, which he 
aſſured them was equal to the miraculous power of 
Eleazar's ring. "They expreſſed great curioſity to 
know what this treaſure was; and the prieſt was 
prevailed upon to tell them in confidence, that it 


was a collection of the pairings of the nails be- 


longing to thoſe two madmen, whom Jeſus pur- 
ged of the legion of devils that afterwards entered 
the ſwine. So ſaying, he pulled from one of bis 
pockers a ſmall box, containing about an ounce 
of the pairings of an horſe's hoof; at ſight of 


which, the governor could not help ſmiling, on 


account of the groſſneſs of the impoſition. The 
doctor aſked, with a ſupercilious ſmile, whether 
thoſe maniacs whom jeſus cured, were of the ſor- 
rel complexion, or dapple grey; for, from the 
texture of theſe pairings, he could prove, that 
the original owners were of the quadruped order, 
and even diſtinguiſh, that their feet had been for- 
tified with ſhoes of iron, 

T! = mendicant, who bore an inveterate grudge 


againſt this ſon of Æſculapius, ever ſiace he had 


made ſo free with the catholic religion, replied, 
with great bitterneſs, that he was a wretch with 


whom no Chriſtian ought to communicate; that 


the vengeance of heaven would one day overtake 
Him, on account of his profanity; and that his 
heart was ſhod with a metal much harder than 
iron, which nothing but hell-fire would be able 
to melt. | 

It was now broad day, and all the ſervants of 
the inn were a foot. 
be impoſſible to obtain any ſort of indemnifica- 
tion for the time he had loſt ; and the pertumba- 
tion of his ſpirits hindering him from enjoying 


Peregrine, ſeeing it would 
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repoſe, which was, moreover, obſtructed by the 
noite of Pallet and his attendants, put on his 
cloaths at once, and, in excecding ill humour, 
arrived at the ſpot where this triumvirate ſtood de- 
batiag about the means of overpowering the furt- 
ous painter, who ſtill continued his ſong of oaths: 


and excerations, and made ſundry efforts to break. 


open the door. Chagrined as our hero was, he 
could not help laughing when he heard how the 
patient had been treated; and his indignation 
changing into compalhon, he called to him thro? 
the key-hole, deſiring to know the reaſon of his 
diſtracted behaviour. Pallet no ſooner recogni- 
zcd his voice, than lowering his own to a whim- 
pering tone, “ My dear friend! (ſaid he) I have 
at laſt detected the ruffians who have perſecuted 
me {o much. I caught them in the fact of ſuſfo- 
cating me with cold water; and by the Lord I 
will be revenged, ot may I never live to finiſh 
my Clcopatra. For the love of God ! open the 
door, and I will make that conceited pagan, that: 
pretender to taſte, that falſe devotee of the anci- 
ents, who poiſons people with fillykickabies and 


devil's dung; I fay, | will make him a monumen 
> 4s 


of my wrath, and an example to all the cheats 
and impoſturcs of the faculty; and as for that 
thick-headed inſolent pedant his confederate, who 
emptied my own jordan upon me while I flept, 
he had better have been in his beloved Paris, 
botehing ſchemes for his friend the pretender, 
than 1ncur the effects of my reſentment. Gad- 


w ſbodikins! I won't leave him a wind-pipe for the 


hangman to ſtop, at the end of another rebel- 
bon.” ? 
Pickle told bim, his conduct had been ſo extra- 
vagant, as to confirm the whole company in the 
belief, that he was actually deprived of his ſen- 
ſes 3; on which ſuppoſition, Mr. Jolter and the 
doctor had acted the part of friends, in doing 
that which they thought moſt conducive to his re- 
covery ; ſo that their concern merited his tbank- 
jul acknowledgment, inſtcad of his frantic mena- 
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ces: that for his own part, he would be the firſt 
to condemn him, as one utterly bereft of his 
wits, and give orders for his being ſecured as a 
madman, unleſs he would immediately give a 
proof of his ſanity, by laying aſide his ſword, 
compoſing his ſpirits, and thanking his injured 
friends for their care of his perſon. 

This alternative quieted his tranſports in a mo— 
ment; he was terrified at the apprehenſion of be- 
ing treated like a bedlamite, being dubious of the 
ſtate of his own brain; and, on the other hand, 
had conceived ſuch an horror and antipathy for 
his tormentors, that, far from believing himſelf 
obliged by what they had done, he could not even 


think of them without the utmoſt rage and deteſ= | 


tation. He therefore, in the moſt tranquil voice 


he could aſſume, proteſted, that he never was leſs 


out of his ſenſes than at preſent, tho' he did not 
know how long he might retain them, if he ſhould 
be conſidered in the light of a lunatic: that in or- 


der to prove his being compos mentis, he was wil- 


ling to ſacriſice the reſentment he ſo juſtly harbour- 
ed againſt thoſe, who, by their malice, had brought 
him to this paſs: but, as he apprehended, it 
would be the greateſt ſign of madneſs he could ex- 
EYSit, to thank them for the miſchiefs they had 
brought upon him, he deſired to be excuſed from 
making any ſuch conceſhon; and ſwore he would 
endure every thing, rather than be guilty of ſuch 
mean abſurdity. | 

Peregrine held a conſaltation upon this reply, 
when the governor and phyſician ſtrenuouſly ar- 
gued againſt any capitulation with a maniac, and 
propoſed that ſome method might be taken to 
ſeize, fetter and convey him into a dark room, 


where he might be treated according to the rules 


of art. But the Capuchin underſtanding the cir- 
cumſtances of the caſe, undertook to reſtore him 
to his former ſtate, without having any recourſe 
to ſuch violent meaſures. Pickle, who was a bet- 
ter judge of the aflair than any perſon preſent, 
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opened the door without further hefitation, and 
diſplayed the poor painter ſtanding with a woeful 
countenance, ſhivering in his ſhirt, which was as 
wet as if he had been dragged through the Den- 
der: a ſpectacle which gave ſuch offence to the 
chaſte eyes of the Hebrew's miſtreſs, who was by 
this time one of the ſpectators, that ſhe turned 
her head another way, and withdrew to her own 
room, exclaiming againſt the indecent practices 
of men. 

Pallet, ſecing the young gentleman enter, ran 
to him, and, ſhaking him by the hands, called 
him his beſt friend, and ſaid he had reſcued him 
from thoſe who had a deſign againſt his life. The 
prieſt would have produced his parings, and ap- 
plied them to his noſe; but was hindered by 
Pickle, who adviſed the patient to ſhift himſelf, 
and put on his cloaths. This being done, with 
great order and deliberation, Mr. Jolter, who, 
with the doctor, had kept a wary diſtance, in 
expectation of ſeeing ſome ſtrange effects of his. 


diſtraction, began to believe that he had been. 


zuilty of a miſtake, and accuſed the phy ſician of 
3 miſled him by his falſe Sag alte The 
doctor ſtill inſiſted upon his former declaration; 
aſſuring him, that although Pallet enjoyed a ſhort 
interval for the preſent, the delirium would foon 
recur, unleſs they would profit by this momenta- 
ry calm, and order him to be blooded, blſtered, 
aud purged with all imaginable diſpatch. 

The governor, however, notwithſtanding this 
caution, advanced to the injured party, and begs 
geil pardon for the ſhare he had in giving him ſuch 
diſturbance. He declared, in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, that he had no other iatention than that 
of contributing towards his weliare, and that his 
behaviour was the reſult of the phyſician's pre- 
ſcription, which he affirmed was abſolutely ne- 
ccflary for the recovery of his health 

Thc painter, who had very little gall in his dife 
poſition, was ſatisfed with this apology ; but his 


reſentment which was before divided, now glow- 
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ed with double fire againſt his firſt fellow travel- 
ler, whom he looked upon as the author of all the 
miſchances he had undergone, and marked out 
for his vengeance accordingly. Yet the doors of 
reconciliation were not ſhut againſt the doctor, 
who, with great juitice, might have transferred 
this load of offence from himſelf to Peregrine ; 
who was, without doubt, the ſource of the pain— 


. ter's misfortune : but, in that caſe, he muſt have 


owned himſelf miſtaken in his medical capacity; 
and he did not think the friendthip of Pallet im- 
portant enough to be retrieved by ſuch condeſcen- 
fion ; ſo that he reſolved to De him entirely, 
and gradually forget the former correſpondence 
he had maintained with a perſon whom he deem- 
ed ſo unworthy of his notice, 


. L VIII. 
Peregrine, almoſt diſtracted with his diſappointments, 
conjures the fair Fleming 1% pernut his viſit, at 
Bruſſels. She withdraws from bis purſuit. 


HINGS being thus adjuſted, and all the com- 
pany drefled, they went to breakfaſt about 

five in the morning; and in lets than an hour at- 
ter were ſcated in the Diligence, where a profound 
filence prevailed, Peregrine, who uſed to be the 


life of the ſociety, being extremely penſive and 


melancholy, on account of his miſhap, the liracl- 
ite and his Duleinea dejected in conſequence of 
their diſgrace, the poet abſorpt in lofty medita- 
tion, the painter in ſchemes of revenge, while 
Jolter, rocked by the motion of the carriage, 
made humicif amends for the want of reſt he had 
ſuſtained, and the Mendicant, with his fair charge, 
were inſecled by the cloudy aſpect of our youth, 
in whoſe diſappointment each of them, for diffe- 
rent reaſons, bore no inconſiderable ſhare. This 
general langour and receſs fi om all bodily exerciſe, 
diſpoſed them all to receive the gentle voke of 
ſlumber; and in half an hour after they bad em- 
barked, there was not one of them awake, except 


vel- 
the 
out 
; of 
or, 


red 


* 


was pleaſcd to counterfeit ſleep, in order to in- 
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our hero and his miſtreſs, unleſs the Capuchin 


dulge our young gentleman with an opportunity 
of enjoying ſome private converſation with his 
beauteous ward. | 

Peregrine did not neglect the occaſion ; but, 
on the contrary, ſeized the firſt minute, and, in 
gentle murmurs, lamented his hard hap in being 
thus rhe ſport of fortune. He aſſured her (and 
that with great fincerity), that all the croſs acci- 
dents of his life had not coſt him one half of the 
vexation and keenneſs of chagrin which he had 
ſuffered laſt night ; and that now he was on the 
brink of parting from her, he ſhould be over- 
whelmed with the blackeſt deſpair, if ſhe would 
not extend her compaſſion ſo far as to give him 
an opportunity of fighing at her feet in Bruſſels, 
during the few days his affairs would permit him 
to ſpend in that city. 

This young lady, with an air of mortification, 
expreſſed her ſorrow for being the innocent cauſe 
of his anxiety ; ſaid, ſhe hoped laſt night's adven- 
ture would be a ſalutary warning ro both their 
ſouls; for ſhe was perſuaded, that her virtue was 


protected by the intervention of heaven; that 


whatever impreſſion it might have made upon 
him, ſhe was enabled by it to adhere to that duty 
from which her paſſion had begun to ſwerve ; and 
beſeeching him to forget her for his own peace, 

ave him to underſtand, that neither the plan ſhe 
Pad laid down for her own conduct, nor the die- 
tates of her honour, would allow her to receive 
his viſits, or carry on any other correſpondence 
with him, while the was reſtricted by the articles 
of her marriage vow. 


This explanation produced ſuch a violent effect 


upon her admirer, that he was for ſome minutes 

deprived of the faculty of ſpeech ; which he no 

ſooner recovered, than he gave vent to the moſt 

unbridled tranſports of paſſion. He taxed her 

with barbarity and indifference : told her, that 
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ſhe had robbed him of his reaſon and internal 
peace; that he would follow her to the ends of 
the carth, and ceaſe to live ſooner than ceaſe to 
love her; that he would ſacrifice the innocent 
fool who had been the occafion of all this diſquiet, 
and murder every man whom he conſidered as an 
obſtruction to his views. In a word, his paſhons 


which had continued ſo long in a ſtate of the high- 


eſt fermentation, together with the want of that 
repoſe which calms and quiets the perturbation 
of the ſpirits, had wrought him up to a pitch of 
ical diſtraction, While he uttered theſe delirious 
expreſſions, the tears ran down his cheeks; and 
he under went ſuch agitation, that the tender heart 
of the fair Fleming was affected with his condi- 
tion; and while her own face was bedewed with 
the ſtreams of ſympathy, ſhe begged him, for hea- 
ven's fake, to be compoſed; and promiſed for his 
ſatis faction, to abate ſomewhat of the rigour of 
her purpoſe. Conſoled by this kind declaration, 
he recollected himſelf: and, taking out his pen- 
eil, gave her his addreſs, when ſhe had atlured 
him, that he ſhould hear from her in four and 
twenty hours at fartheſt, after their ſeparation, 
'Thus foothed, he regained the empire of him- 
ſelf, and, by degrees, recovered his ſerenity. Put 
this was not the caſe with his Amanda, who from 
this ſample of his diſpoſition, dreaded the impe- 
tuoſity of his youth, and was effectually deterred 
from entering into any engagements that might 
ſubject her peace and reputation to the raſh effects 
of ſuch a violent ſpirit. Though the was capti- 
vated by his perfon and accompliſhments, ſhe 
had reflection enough to foreſee, that the longer 
ſhe countenanced his paſhon, her own heart 
would be more and more irretrievably engaged, 
and the quiet of her life the more expoſed to 
continual interruption, She therefore profited 
by theſe conſiderations, and a ſenſe of rchigt- 
ous honour, which helped her to withſtand 
the ſuggeſtions of inclination; and reſolved to 


2 
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amuſe her lover with falſe hopes, until ſhe ſhould 
have-it in her power to relinquiſh his converta- 
tion, without running any riſk of ſuſſering by the 
inconſiderate ſallies of his love. It was with this 
view, that ſhe deſired he would not inſiſt upon 
attending-her to her mother's honſe, when the 
Diligence arrived at Bruſſels, and he, cajoled by 
her artifice, took a formal leave of her, together 


with the other ſtrangers, fixing his habitation at 


the inn to which he and his fellow-travellers had 
been directed, in the impatient expectation of re 


cciving a kind ſummons from her, within the li 


mited time. | 

Mean while, in order to divert his 1magina- 
tion, he went to ſee the ſtadthouſe, park and 
arſenal, took a ſuperficial view of the bookſeller” 3 
cabinet of curioſities, and ſpent the evening at 
the Italian opera, which was at that time exhibit- 


ed for the entertainment of Prince Charles o 


Lorrain, then governor of. the Low Countries 


In ſhort,*the ſtated period was almoſt elapſed, when 


Peregrine received a letter to this purpoſe: 


I you knew what violence Ido my own heart; 


in declaring that I have withdrawn myſelf for 


ever from your addreſſes, you would ſurely ap- 
plaud the ſacrifice I make to virtue, and ſtrive to 
imitate this example of ſelf-denial. Yes, Sir, 


heaven hath lent me grace to ſtruggle with my 
guilty paffion, and henceforth to avoid the dan» ' 


gerous fight of him who inſpired it. I therefore 
conjure you, by the regard you ought to have 


for the eternal welfare of us both, as well as b 


the eſteem and affection you profeſs, to war with 
your unruly inclination, and deſiſt from all at- 


tempts of ffruſtrating the laudable refolution 1 


have made. Scek not to invade the peace of 

one who loves you, to diſturb the quiet of à fa- 

mily that never did you wrong, and to alienate 

the thoughts of a weak woman from a deſerving 
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38 THE ADVENTURES OF 
man, who, by the moſt ſacred claim, ought te 


| have the full poſſeſſion of her heart.” 


This billet, without either date or ſubſcrip- 
tion, baniſhed all remains of diſcretion from the 
mind of our hero, who ran inſtantly to the land- 
lord in all the extacy of madneſs, and demanded 
to ſee the meſſenger who brought the letter, on 


pain of putting his whole family to the ſword. 


The innkeeper, terrified by his looks and mena- 
ces, fell upon his knees, proteſting, in the face of 
heaven that he was utterly ignorant and innocent 
of any thing that could give him offence, and that 
the billet was brought by a perſon whom he did 
not know, and who retired immediately; ſaying, 
it required no anſwer. He then gave utterance to 


his fury in a thouſand imprecations and invec- 


| tives againſt the writer, whom he diſhonoured 


- — 


with the appellations of a coquette, a jilt, an 


| adventurer, who, by means of a pimping prieſt, 
had defrauded him of his money. He denounced 


vengeance againſt the Mendicant, whom he ſwore 


he would deſtroy, if ever he ſhould ſet eyes on him 


again. The painter unluckily appearing during 
this paroxyſm of rage, he ſeized him by the throat, 
ſaying, he was ruined by his accurſed folly; and, 
in all likelihood, poor Pallet would have been 
ſtrangled, had not Jolter interpoſed in his be- 
half, beſeeching his pupil to have mercy upon 
the ſufferer, and, with infinite anxiety, defiring 
to know the cauſe of this violent aſſault. He re- 
ceived no anſwer, but a ſtring of incoherent 
eurſes. When the painter, with unſpeakable 
Faſtoniſhment, took God to witneſs that he had 
done nothing to diſoblige him, the governor be- 
gan to think, in ſad earneſt, that Peregrine's viva- 
city had at length riſen to the tranſports of actual 
Imadneſs, and was himſelf almoſt diſtracted with 
[this ſuppoſition. That he might the better judge. 
what remedy ought to be applied, he uſed bis 
whole influence, and practiſed all his eloquence 
upon the youth, in order to dcarn the immediate 


PEREGRINE PICKLE «<9 | 


cauſe of his delirium. He employed the moſt 
pathetic intreaties, and even ſhed tears in the 
courſe of his ſupplication ; ſo that Pickle (the 
firſt violence of the hurricane being blown over) 
was athamed of his own imprudence, and retired 


to his chamber, in order to recollect his diſſipat- | 


ed thoughts: there he ſhut himſelf up, and, for 


the ſecond time, peruſing the fatal epiſtle, 2 
* 


to wa ver in his opinion of the author's c 


racter and intention. He ſometimes conſider- 


ed her as one of thoſe nymphs, who, under the 
maſk of innocence and ſimplicity, practiſe upon 
the hearts and purſes of unwary and unexpe- 
ricnced youths: this was the ſuggeſtion of his 
wrath, inflamed by diſappointment ; but, when 
he reflected upon the circumſtances of her be- 
haviour, and recalled her particular charms ta 


his imagination, the ſeverity of his cenſure gave- 


way, and his heart declared in favour of her ſin- 
cerity. Yet even this conſideration aggravated 
the ſenſe of his loſs, and he was in danger of re- 
Iapſing into his former diſtraction, when his paſ- 


fion was a little becalmed by the hope of ſeeing i 


her again, either by accident, or in the courſe 
of a diligent and minute enquiry, which he forth- 
with refoived to ſet on foot. He had reaſon to 
believe that her own heart would eſpouſe his 


cauſe, in ſpite of her virtue's determination, and 
did not deſpair with meeting with the Capuchin, 


whoſe good offices he knew he could at any time 
command. Comforted with theſe reflexions, the 
tempeſt of his foul ſubſided. In leis than two 


hours he joined his company, with an air of com- 
polure, and aſked the painter's forgiveneſs for 
the freedom he had taken; the cauſe of which he 
promiſed hereafter to explain. Pallet was glad 
of being reconciled on any terms to one whoſe . 


countenance ſupported him in æquilibrio with-his 


antagoniſt the doctor; and Mr. Jolter was rejoiced- 


beyond mcature at his pupil's recovery, 
| | C 


* 
l a 
lee 


| 


— 


e 20 


3 


e 
3 


„ 


r 
— 


EY 
. wn Rs ae 


a", 


4 
——— 


4 
. 


—_— 


2 


47 age us noon 
TAS nn te 1 


. — — ——— — 
— 


60 THE ADVENTURES OF 


SS... | 
Peregtine meets with Mrs, Hornbeck, and is con- 
ſoled for his ifs. His valet de chambre is employed 


with her duenna ; 'whom, however, he finds means 


. fo appeaſe. 


” Ont thing 'having thus reſumed its natural 
44 channel, they dined together in great tran- 
quillity. In the afternoon, Peregrine, on pre- 
tence of ſtaying at home to write letters, while 
his companions were at the coſfee- houſe, ordered 


.a coach.to be called, and with his valet de cham- 


bre, who-was the only perſon acquainted with 
the preſent ſtate of his thoughts, ſet out for the 
Promenade; to which all the ladies of faſhion re- 
ſort in the evening, during the ſummer ſeaſon, in 
hopes of ſeeing his fugitive among the reſt. 
Having made a circuit round the walk, and 
narrowly obſerved every female in the place, he 
perceived at ſome diſtance, the livery of Hornbeck 
upon a lacquey that itcod at the back of a coach: 
upon which, he ordered his man to reconnoitre 
the ſaid carriage, while he pulled up his glafles, 


that he might not be diſcovered, before be ſhould 


have received ſome intelligence, by which he 
might conduct himſelf ou this unexpected oc- 
caſion, that already began to interfere with the 
purpoſe of his coming thither, tho' it could not 
diſpute his attention with the idea of his charm- 
ing unknown. | Me 

His Mercury having made his obſervations, re- 
ported, that there was nobody in the coach but 
Mrs. Hornbeck aud an elderly woman, who had 
all the air of a duenna, and that the ſervant was 
not the fan e footman who had attended them in- 
France. Encouraged by this information, our 
hero ordered himſelt to be driven cloſe up to that 
fide of their convenience on which his old mis 
treſs ſat; and accoſted her with the uiual ſaluta- 
tion. This lady no ſoorer beheld her gallaut, 
than her cheeks reddened with a double glow ; 


and ſhe-exclaimed, “ Dear brother, I an over- 
joyed to ſee you! Pray come into our ceach.” 


He took the hint immediately, and, complying 


with her requeſt, embraced this new lifter with 
great affection. 5 

Perceiving that her attendanr was very much 
ſurprifed and alarmed at this unexpected meet- 
ing, the, in order to baniſh her ſuſpicion, and, 
at the ſame time, give her lover his cue, told him 
that his brother (meaning her huſband) was gone 
to the Spa for a few weeks, by the advice of 
phyſicians, on account of his ill ſtate of health; 
and that, from his laſt letter, ſhe had the pleafure 
to tell him, he'was in a fair way of doing well, 
The young gentleman expreſſed his ſatisfaction 
at this piece of news; obicrving, with an air of 
fraternal concern, that if his brother had not made 
too free with his conſtitution, his friends in Eng- 
land would have had no occaſion to repine at his 
abſence and want of health, by which he was ba- 
niſhed from his own country and connexions. 
He then aſked, w.th an afſcctation of ſurpriſe, why 
ſhe had not accompanied her ſpouſe; and was 
given to underſtand, that his tenderneſs of affec- 
tion would not ſulfer him to expoſe her to the fa- 
tigues of the journey, which lay among rocks that 
were almoſt inacceſſible. 

The duenna's doubts being eaſed by this pream- 
ble of converſation, he changed the ſubject to the 
pleaſures of the place; and, among „ther fuch 
queftions, inquired if ſhe had as yet viſited Ver- 
ſailles? This is a public-houſe, fituated upon the 
canal at the diſtance of about two miles from 
town, and accommodated with tolerable gardens 
for the entertainment of company, When ſhe 
replied in the negative, he propoſed to accompany 
her thither immediately; but the goveraante, 
who had hithe:ro fat filent, objected to this pro- 
poſal; telling them in br ken Engliſh, chat as the 
lady was under ber care, ſhe could not aniwer to 
Mr. Hornheck for allowing her to vifit ſuch a 
ſuſpicious place, As for that matter, Madam 


* * * 1 FI, EI 2 
OT APES EEE EN TICS Rye: 
SJ 8 Pr = * * 
n SAP. n F 
x —_ ER Tu. vel n 8 
yl . r ie 1 
r 5 n 8 
E a 
n J X e . 
1 , * A . * e o 1 


Kg 
METS 6, 


PEREGRINE PICELE. 6 


8 
92 
1 8 
8 
4 
4 

* 8 
. 4,» 
*Z by ES 
1 py N 
LK = 
& 1 
— — od 
es. N 
> 1 
1 3 
. 2 
255 SL. 

5 * 2 
| mo by 
* 8 
1 A + 
q 3 

5 FE 

v7 A 


10Pes 
old g 
Jate, 


THE ADVENTURES OF 


_— 


ble, the conſequences ſhall be at my peril; and 1 1 
vrill undertake to inſure you againſt my brother's ile 
reſcntment.”” 80 ſaying, he directed the coach- |< 0 ; 
man to the place, and ordered his own to fol- 40 © 
low, under the auſpices of his valet de cham- bag 
bre, while the old gentlewoman over-ruled by his pie 
aſſurance, quietly ſubmitted to his authority. 1 
Being arrived at the place, he handed the la- OT 
dies from the coach, and then, for the tirſt time, Ine 
obſerved that the duenna was lame, a circumſtance "RX 
of which he did not ſcruple to take the advantage; e n 
for they had ſcarce alighted, and drank a glaſs en 
of wine, when he adviſed his fiſter to enjoy a * 
walk in the garden: and although the attendant |} 1 
made ſhift to keep. them almoſt always in view, ha s 
they enjoyed a detached converfation, in which elk 
Peregrine learnt, that the true cauſe of her being Ir 
left behind at Bruſſels, whilſt her huſband pro- 1 
ceeded to Spa, was his dread of the company and e 
familiarities of that place, to which his jealouſy ri 
durſt not expoſe her; and that ſhe had lived three | EC 
weeks in a coavent at Liſte, from which ſhe was him 
delivered by his own free motion, becauſe indeed hy 
he could no longer exiſt without her company; the 
and laſtly, our lover underſtood, that her gover- | ©. 
nante was a meer dragon, who had been recom- 
mended to him, by a Spaniſh merchant, whoſe 


wife ſhe attended to her dying day: but ſhe very 
much queſtioned whether or not her fidelity was 
proof enough againſt money and ſtrong waters, 
Peregrine aſſured her the experiment thouid be 
tried before parting; and they agreed to paſs the 
night at Verſailles, provided his endeavours ſhould 
ſucceed, | 

Having exerciſed themſelves in this manner, 
until his duenna's ſpirits were pretty much ex- 
hauſted, that ſhe might be the better diſpoſed to 
recruit them with a glaſs cf liqueur, they return- 
ed to their apartment, and the cordial was recom- 
mended and received in a bumper: but as it did 
not produce ſucha vitble alteration as the ſanguine 
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10pes of Pickle had made him expect, and the 
old gentlewoman obſerved that it began to be 
Jate, and that the gates would be ſhut in a little 
ime, he filled up a parting glaſs, and pledged 
her in equal quantity. Her blood was too much 
chilled to be warmed even by this extraordinary 
fo}. doſe, which made immediate {innovation in the 
brain of our youth, who in the gaicty of his ima- 
his Ein tion overwhelmed this She-Argus with ſuch 
profuſion of gallantry, that ſhe was more intoxi- 
ated with his expreſſions than with the ſpirits 

he had drank. When in the courſe cf toying he 
ropt a purſe into her boſom, ſhe ſeemed to for- 
get how the night wore, and with the approbation 


TOY» 


Ze: N f : , 
als Wot ber charge, aſſented to his propoſal of having 
a Iſomething for ſupper. | 
nt This was a great point which our adventurer 


had gaincd, and yet he pla nly perceived that the 


1g (elf credit for all the paſſion he had profeſſed. As 

this error could be rectified by no ather means 
than thoſe of plying her with the bottle, until 
'y her diſtinguiſhing faculties ſhould be over-power- 
ed, he promoted a quick circulation. She dil 
him juſtice, without any manifeſt ſigns of inebria- 
4 | tion, ſo long, that his own eyes began to reel in 
. the ſockets; and he found that before his ſcheme 
could be accompliſhed, he ſhould be eſſectually 
unfitted for all the purpoſes of love, He there- 
fore had recourſe to his valet de chambre, who 
underſtood the hint as ſoon as it was given, and 
readily undertook to perform the pait, of which 
his maſter had played the prelude. This affair 
being ſettled to his ſatis faction, and the night 
fat odds with morning, he took an opportunity of 


| whiſper, importing a promiſe of viſiting her, 
when his fiſter ſhould be retired to her own cham- 
ber, and an earneſt deſire of leaving her door un- 
locked. 3 

This agreeable intimation being communicated, 
he conveyed a caution of the ſame nature to 


: 


eh governante miſtook his meaning, by giving her- 


imparting to the ear of this aged Dulcinea a kind _ 
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Mrs. Hornbeck, as he led her to her apartment; 
and darkneſs and filence no ſooner prevailed in 
the houſe, than he and his truſty ſquire ſet. out on. | Ho 
their different voyages. Every thing would have 1 
ſucceeded according to their with, had not the 7 
valet de chambre ſuffered himſelf to fall aſleep | 
at the fide of his inamorata, and in the apitation 6 
of a violent dream, exclaimed in a voice fo un- || 
like that of her ſuppoſed adorer, that ſhe diſ- 1 
tinguiſhed the difference at once. Waking him 


witha pinch and a loud ſhriek, ſhe threatened to fo 
Profecute him for a rape, and reviled him with A fe: 
all the epithets her rage and diſappointment.could wl 
ſuggeſt. | 8 tit 
The Frenchman finding himſelf detected, be- pl 
haved with great temper and addreſs : he. begged th 
ſhe would compoſe herſelf, on account of her a4 
; own reputation, which was extremely dear to A tt 
him; proreſting; that he had a moſt inviolable fu 
{ eſteem for her perſon. His repreſentations had 2 
| weight with the duenna, who, upon recollection, . D 
comprehended the whole affair, and thought it * 
would be her intereſt to bring matters to an ac- M 
; Ccommodation. She therefore admitted the apo- b 
| logies of her bed-fellow, provided he would pro- q 
{ mile to atone by marriage for the injury ſhe had {| fi 
{ ſuſtained; and in this particular he ſet her heart 1 
at eaſe by repeated vows, which he uttered with | 
{ ſurpriſing volubility, tho' without any intention. | 
to perform the leaſt tittle of their contents. { 
Peregrine, who had been alarmed by here, 


clamation, and run to the door with a view of 
interpoſing, according to the emergency of the 


= 1 4 a tk 


| cafe, overhearing the affair thus compromiſed, 

returned to his miſtreſs, who was highly enter-= PF 

| tained with an account of what had paſſed, | 
foreſceing, that for the future ſhe ſhould be un- |} 


| der no difficulty or reſtriction from the ſeverity of 
{ her guard, 5 
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EF 

Hornheck is informed of his wife's adventure with 
Peregrine, for whom he prepares a ſtratagem 
which is rendered ineffeddual by the information of 
Pipes. The hu/ovand is ducked for his intention, 
and our hero apprehended by the patrol. 


HERE was another perſon, however, ſtill 
ungained; and that was no other than her 
footman, whoſe ſecrecy our hero attempted to 
ſecure in the morning by an handſome preſent, 
which he received with many profeſſions of gra- 
titude and devotion to his ſervice; yet this com- 
plaiſance was nothing but a cloak uſed to diſguiſe 
the deſign he harboured of making his maſter 
acquainted with the whole tranſaction. Indeed 
this lacquey had been hired, not only as a ſpy 
upon his miſtreſs, but alſo as a check on the 
conduct of the governante, with promiſe of am- 
ple reward, if ever he ſhould diſcover any ſiniſter 
or ſuſpicious practices in the courſe of her beha- 
viour. As for the footman whom they had 
brought from England, he was retained in atten» 
dance upon the perſon of his maſter, whoſe con- 
fidence he had loſt, by advifing him to gentle 
methods of reclaiming his lady, when her irregu- 
larities had ſubjected her to his wrath. 

The Flemiſh valet, in conſequence of the of- 
fice he had undertaken, wrote to Hornbeck by 
the firſt poſt, giving an exact detail of the ad- 
venture at Verſailles, with ſuch a deſcription of 
the pretended brother, as lefr the huſband no 
room to think he could be any other perſon than 
his firſt diſhonourer; and exaſperated him to ſuch 
a degree, that he reſolved to lay an ambuſh for 
this invader, and at once diſqualify him from 
diſturbing his repoſe, by maintaining further 
correſpondence with his wife, | 

Mean while the lovers enjoyed themſelves withe 
out reſtraint, and Peregrine's plan of enquiry 
after his dear Unknown was tor the preſent poſts 
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oned. His fellow-travellers were confounded at 
on myſterious motions, which filled the heart o 
Jolter with anxiety and terror. This carefu 
conductor was fraught with ſuch experience © 
his pupil's diſpoſition, that he trembled with the 
apprehenſion of ſome ſudden accident, and lived 
in continual alarm, like a man that walks under 
the wall of a nodding tower. Nor did he enjoy 


- any alleviations of his fears, when, upon tellin 
the young gentleman, that the reſt of the compa# 


ny were deſirous of departing for Antwerp, be 
anſwered, they were at liberty to conſult their 


own inclinations ; but for his own part, he was} 
renlved to ſtay in Bruſſels a few days longer. By 


this declaration the governor was confirmed 11 the 
opinion of his having ſome intrigue upon the 
anvil. In the bitternets of his vexation, he took 


the liberty of ſignifying his ſuſpicion, and re- 


minding him of the dangerous dilemmas to which 
he had been reduced by his former precipitation, 

Peregrine took his caution in good part, and 
promiſed to behave with ſuch circumſpection as 
would ſcreen him from any. troubleſome conſe— 


quences for the future : but, nevertheleſs, be- 


haved that ſame evening in ſuch a manner, as 
plainly ſhewed, that his prudence was nothing 
elic than vain ſpeculation, He had made an ap- 
pointment to ſpend the night, as uſual, with 


Mrs. Hornbeck ; and about nine o'clock haſtened 


to her lodgings, when he was accoſted in the 
ſtreet by his old diſcarded friend Thomas Pipes, 
who, without auy other preamble, told him, that 
for all he had turned him adrift, he did not chooſe 
to ſce him run full fail into the enemy's harbour, 
without giving him timely notice of the danger, 
„ F Il tell you what (ſaid he), mayhap you think 


I want to curry favour, that I may be taken in 
'tow again; if you do, you have made a miſtake 


in your reckoning. I am old enough to be laid 
up, and have wherewithal to keep my planks 
from the weather. But this heic is the affair; I 
have known you fince you were no higher than 
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a marlinſpike, and ſhouldn't care to ſee you de- 
prived of your rigging at thefe years: whereby 
I am informed by Hornbeck's man, whom | this 
afternoon fell in with by chance, as how his ma- 
ſter has got intelligence of your boarding his wife, 
and has ſteered privately into this port, with a 
large complement of hands, in order, d'ye fee, 
to ſecure you while you are under the hatches, 
Now if ſo be as how you have a mind to give 
him a falt cel for his ſupper, here am I without 
hope of fee or reward, ready to ſtand by you as 
long as my timbers will ſtick together; and it I 
expect any recompence, may I be bound to cat 
oakum and drink bilge water for life.“ | 
Startled at this information, Peregrine exa- 
mined him upon the particulars of his diſcourſe 
with the lacquey ; and when he underſtood that 
Hornbeck's intelligence flowed from the canal of 
his Flemiſh footman, he believed every circum- 
ſtance of Tom's report, thanked him for this 
warning, and after having reprimanded him for 
his miſbehavicur at Liſle, aſſured him that it 
thonld be his owa fault if ever they ſhould part 
He then deliberated with himſelf whether 
or not he ſhould retort the purpoſe upon his ad- 
verſary ; but when he conſidered that Hornbeck 
was not the aggreſſor, aud made that unhappy 
hufband's caſe his own, he could not help ac- 
quitting his intention of revenge; though, in his 
opinion, it ought to have been executed in a more 
honourable manner; and therefore he determined 
to chaſtiſe him for his want of ſpirit. Nothing 
ſurely can be more infolent and unjuſt than this 
determination, which induced him to punith a 
perſon, for his want of courage to redreſs the 
injury which he himſelf had done to his reputation 
and peace; and yet this barbarity of deciſion is au- 
thorized by the opinion and practice of mankind, 


With theſe ſentiments he returned to the inn, 


and putting a pair of piſtols in I1s pocket, ordered 
his valet de chambre and Pipes to follow him at a 
{mal! diſtance, ſo as that they f.ouid be, within 
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call in caſe of neceſſity, then poſted himſelf within 
thirty yards of his Dulcinea's door. There he 
had not been above half an hour, when he per- 
ceived four men take their ſtation on the other 
fide, with a view, as he gueſſed, to watch for 
his going in, that he, might be taken unaware, 
But when they had tarried a conſiderable time in 
that corner, without reaping the fruits of their 
expeQation, their leader, perſuaded that the gal- 
lant had gained admittance 


b 
approached the door with fis followers, who, 


according to the inſtructions they had received, 
no ſooner ſaw it opened, than they ruſhed in, 
leaving their employer in the ftreet, where he | 


thought his perſun would be leaſt endangered. 


Our adventurer fecing him alone, advanced with 


ſpeed, and clapping a piſtol to his breaſt, com- 


manded him to follow his footſteps, without | 


noiſe, on pain of immediate death. 


Terrified at this ſudden apparition, Hornbeck | 


obeyed in filence; and in a few minutes they 
arrived at the quay, where Pickle halting, gave 
him to underſtand that he was no ſtranger to 
his viſlainous deſign. Told him, that if he con» 
ceived himſelf injured by any circumſtance of 
his conduct, he would now give him an oppor- 
tunity of reſenting the wrong, in a manner. be- 
coming a man of honour. © You have a ſword 
about you (ſaid he), or if you don't chooſe to 
pur the aſſair on that iſſue, here is a brace of 
piſtols, take which you pleaſe.” Such an a dre!s 
could not fail to diſconcert a man of hi: cha- 
racter. After ſome heſitation, he in a fault ing 


accent denied that his deſign was to mutilate | 


Mr. Pickle, but that he thought himſelf entitled 
to the benefit of the law, by which he would 
have obtained a divorce, if he could have p:0- 
cured evidence of his wife's infidelity ; and with 
that view he had employed people to take advan- 
tage of the information he had received, With 
regard to his alternative, he declined it entirely, 
becauſe he could not ſee what ſatisfaction he 
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ſhould enjoy, in being ſhot thro' the head, or run 
through the lungs, by a perſon who had already 
wronged him in an irreparable manner. Laſtly, 
his fear made him propoſe, that the affair ſhould 
be left to the arbitration of two creditable men, 
altogether unconcerned in the diſpute. 

To theſe remonſtrances, Peregrine replied, in 
the ſtyle of a hot-headed young man, conſcious 


of his own unjuſtifiable behaviour, that every 
gentleman ought to be a judge of his own ho- 
nour; and therefore he would ſubmit to the de- 
ciſion of no umpire whatſoever ; that he would 
forgive his want of courage, which might be a 


natural infirmity, but his mean diſlimulation he 
could not pardon: that, as he was certiſied of the 


raſcally intent of his ambuſcade, by undoubted 
intelligence, he would treat him, nor with a reta- 
lation of his own treachery, but with ſuch in- 
dignity as a ſcoundrel deſerves to. fuſter; unleſs 
he would make one effort to maintain the cha- 
rater he aſſumed in life; ſo faying, he again pre- 
ſented his piſtol, which being rejected as before, 
he called his two miniſters, and ordered them to 
duck him in the canal. 

This command was pronounced and executed 
almoſt in the ſame breath, to the unſpeakable 
tertor and diſorder of the poor ſhivering patient, 
who, having undergone the immerſion, ran about 
like a drowned rat, ſqueaking for aſſiſtance and 
revenge: His cries were overheard by the pa- 
trol, which, chancing to paſs that way, took 


him under their protection, and, in coniequence 


of his complaint and information, went in pur— 


ſuit of our adventurer and his attendants, who 
were ſoon overtaken and ſurrounded. Raſh and 


inconſiderate as the young gentleman was, he 
did not pretend to ſtand upon the defenſive a- 


F gainſt a file of muſketeers, although Pipes had 
| drawn his cutlaſs at their approach, but ſurren- 


dered himſelf without oppoſition, and was con— 
eyed to the main guard, where the commanding 
Jofficer, engaged by his appearance and addreſs, 
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treated him with all imaginable reſpect. Hearing 


the particulars of his adventure, he aſſured him 
that the prince would conlider the whole as a 
Tour de jeuneſſe, and order him to be releaſed 
without delay. EE 

Next morning, when this gentleman gave in 
his report, he made ſuch a favourable repreſen- 


tation of the priſoner, that our hero was on the 


point of being diſcharged, when Hornbeck pre- 
ferred a complaint, accuſing him of a purpoſed 
aſſaſſination, and praying that ſuch puniſhment 
fhould be inflicted upon him, as his highneſs 
ſhould think adcquate to the nature of the crime. 
The prince, perplexed with this petition, in 
conſequence of which he foreſaw that he muſt 
diſoblige a Britiſh ſubject, ſent for the plantiff, 
of whom he had ſome knowledge, and in perſon 
exhorted him to drop the proſecution, which 
would only ſerve to propagate his own ſhame. 
But Hornbeck was too much incenſed to liſten 
to any propoſal of that kind, and percmptorily 
demanded juſtice againſt the priſoner, whom he 
repreſented as an obſcure adventurer, who had 


made repeated attempts upon his honour and his 


life. Prince Charles told him, that what he had 


adviſed was in the capacity of a friend, but, ſince 


he inliſted upon his acting as a magiſtrate, the 
aflair ſhould be examined, and determined ac- 
cording to the dictztes of juſhce and truth. 

The petitioner being diimiſſed with this pro- 
miſe, the defendant was in his turn brought be- 
fore the judge, whoſe prepoſſeſſion in his favour 
was in a great meaſure weakened by what his 
antagoniſt had ſaid to the prqudice of his birth 
and reputation, | 
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1 „„ 3 
Peregrine is releaſed. Jolter confornded at his my- 
ſtericus condutt. 
poet and painter, who are reconciled by the media- 
tion of their fellow-travellers. 
UR hero, underſtanding from ſome expreſ- 
85 ſions which eſcaped the prince, that he was 
nſidered in the light of a ſharper and aſſaſlin, 
degged that he might have the liberty of tending 
or ſome vouchers, that would probably vindi- 
ate his character from the malicious aſperſions 
f his adverſary. This permiſſion being granted, 
c wrote a letter to his governor, deſiring that 
e would bring to him the letters of recommen- 
ation which he had received from the Britiſh 
mbaſſador at Paris, and ſuch other papers as he 
hought conducive to evince the importance of 
is ſit uatiou. | 
The billet was given in charge to one of the 
ubaltern officers on duty, who carricd it to the 
nn, and demanded to ſpeak with Mr. Jolter. 
Pallet, who happened to be at the door when 
this meſſenger arrived, and heard him enquire for 
he tutor, ran directly to that gentleman's apart- 
ent, and in manifeſt diforder told him that a 
ge fellow of a ſoldier, with a monſtrous pair of 
whiſkers, and a fur cap, as big as a buſhel, was 
aſking for him at the door. The poor governor 
egan to ſhake at this intimation, though he was 
10t conſcious of having committed any thing 
iat could attract the attention of the ſtate. 
Vhen the officer appeared at his chamber door, 
1s confulion increaſed to ſuch a degree, that his 
perception ſeemed to vaniſh, and the ſubaltern 
cpeated the purport of his errand three times, 
before he could comprehend his meaning, -or 
wg to receive the letter which he preſented. 
t length he ſummoned all his fortitude, and 
javing peruſed the epiſtle, his terror ſunk into 
anxiety, His ingenious fear immediately ſuggeſt- 


A conteſt happens between the 


Jolter, that the prince obſerving his diſmay, was 


thanked the prince in the moſt reſpectful man- 


_ wildered in their thoughts at what they had ſeen 
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ed, that Peregrine was confined in a dungeon, | v 
for ſome outrage he had committed. He ran $ P 
with great agitation to a trunk, and taking out ) 
a bundle of papers, followed his conductor, be- b 
ing attended by the painter, to whom he had v 
hinted his apprehenſion. When they paſſed 
through the guard, which was under arms, the 
hearts of both died within them, and when they 
came into the preſence, there was ſuch an ex- 
preſſion of awful horror on the countenance of, 


pleaſed to encourage him with an aſſurance that 
he had nothing to fear. Thus comforted, he 
recollected himſelf ſo well as to underſtand his 
pupil, when he defired him to produce the embaſ- 
fador's letters; ſome of which being open, were 
immediately read by his highneſs, who was per- 
ſonally acquainted with the writer, and knew 
ſeveral of the noblemen to whom they were ad- 
grefled. Theſe recommendations were to warm, 
and repreſented the young gentleman in ſuch an 
advantageous light, that the prince, convinced 
of the injuſtice his character had fuffered by the 
miſrepreſentation of Hornbeck, took our hero by 
the hand, aſked pardon for the donbts he bad 
entertained of his honour, declared him from that 
moment at liberty, ordered his domeſticks to be 
enlarged, and offered him his countenance and 
protection, as long as he ſhould remain 1n the 
Auſtrian Netherlands. At the ſame time, he 
cautioned him againſt indiſcretion in the courſe 
of his gallantries; and took his word and ho- 
nour, that he ſhould drop all meaſures of reſent- 
ment againſt the perſon of Hornbeck, during 
his reſidence in that place. 

The delinquent, thus honourably acquitted, 


ner, for his generoſity and candour, and retired 
with his two friends, who were amazed and be- 


and heard, the whole adventure ſtill remaining 


without the ſphere of their comprehenſion, which 
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was not at all enlarged by the unaccountable ap- 

carance of Pipes, who, with the valet de cham- 
Bo joined them at the caſtle gate. Had ſolter 
been a man of a luxuriant imagination, his brain 
would undoubtedly have ſuſfered in the inveſti- 
gation of his pupil's myſterious conduct, which 
he ſtrove in vain to unravel; but his intellects 
were too ſolid to be affected by the miſcarriage 


of his invention; and as Peregrine did not think 


proper to make him acquainted with the cauſe of 
his being apprehended, he contended himſelf with 
ſuppoſing that there was a lady in the caſe. | 

The painter, whoſe imagination was of a more 


flimly texture, formed a thouſand chimerical 


conjectures, which he communicated to Pickle, 
in imperfect inſinuations; hoping, by his an- 
ſwers and behaviour, to diſcover the truth; but 
the youth, in order to tantalize him, eluded all his 
enquiries, with ſuch appearance of induſtry and 
art, as heightened his curjoſity, while it diſap- 
pointed his aim, and inflamed him to ſuch a de- 
gree of impatience, that his wits began to be un- 
ſettled; Then Peregrine was fain to recompoſe 
his brain, by telling him in confidence, that he 
had been arreſted as a ſpy. This ſecret he found 
mort intolerable than his former uncertainty ; he 
ran from one apartment to another, like a gooſe 
in the agonies of egg-laying, with intention of 
diſburdening this important load; but, Jolter be- 
ing engaged with his pupil, and all the people of 
the houſe ignorant of the only language he could 
ſpeak, he was compelled, with. infinite elue— 
tance, to addreſs himſelf to the doctor, who was 
at that time ſhut. up in his own chamber. Havin 


knocked at the door to no purpoſe, he peeped 


through the key hole, and ſaw the phyficia n ſit- 
ting at a table, with a pen in one hand, and pa- 
per before him, his head reclined upon his other 
hand, and his eyes fixed upon the ceiling, as if 
he had been intranced. Pallet, concluding that 
he was under the power of ſome convulſion, en- 
deavoured to force the door open; and the. noiſe 
Vol. II. | * 2 
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of his efforts recalled the doctor from his reverie. 


This poetical republican, being fo difagreeably . 


diſturbed, ſtarted up in à paſſion, and opening 
the door, no ſooner perceived who had inter- 
rupted him, than he flung it in his face with great 
fury, and curſed him for his impertinent intru- 
ion, which had deprived him of the moſt delight- 
Jul viſion that ever regaled the human ſancy. He 
imagined (as he afterwards imparted to Peregrine) 
that as he enjoyed himſelf in walking through 
the flowery plain that borders on Parnaſſus, he 
was met by a venerable ſage, whom, by a. certain 
divine vivacity that lightened from his eyes, he 
inſtantly knew to be the immortal Pindar. He 
was immediately {truck with reverence and awe, 
and proſtrated himſelf before the apparition, 
which taking him by the hand, lifted ham gently 
from the ground; and, with words more ſweet 
than the honey of the Hybla bees, told him, that 
of all the moderns, he alone was viſited by that: 
celeſtial impulſe: by which he himſelf had been 


_ 3nſpired, when he produced his moſt applauded 


edes. So ſaying, he led him up the ſacred hill, 
perſuaded him to drink a copious draught of the 


waters of the Hippocrene, and then preſented - 


him to the harmonious Nine, who crowned his 
temples with a laurel-wreath. | 

No wonder that he was enraged to find himſelf 
eut off from ſuch ſublime ſociety. He raved in 
Greek againſt the invader, who was 1o big with 
his own purpoſe, that, unmindful of the diſgrace 
he bad ſuſtained, and diſregarding all the ſymp- 
toms of the phyſician's diſpleaſure, he applied 
his mouth to the door, in an eager tone, © ]'!] 
hold you any wager (ſaid he), that 1 gueſs the 
true cauſe of Mr. Pickle's impriſonment.” To 
this challenge he received no reply; and there- 
fore repeated it, adding, I ſuppoſe you imagine 
he was taken up for fighting a due}, or affront- 
ing a nobleman, or lying with ſome man's Wife, 
or ſome fuch matter; bur, cpgad ! you was never 
more miſtaken in your liſe; and IN jay my 
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Cleopatra againſt your Homer's head, that in- 
four and twenty hours you ſha'n't light on the 
true reaſon.” “ | 
The favourite of the muſes, exaſperated at this - 
vexatious perſeveranee of the painter, who he 
1mnagined. had come to teize and inſult him, „1 
would (ſaid he) ſacrifice a cock to AÆſeulapius, 
were I aſſured that any perſon had been taken up- 
for extirpating ſuch a troubleſome Goth as you- 
are from the face of the earth; As for your boaſt- 
ed Cleopatra, which you. ſay was drawn from 
your own wife, I believe the copy has as much- 


of the TO xa, as the original. But,; were it mine, 


it ſhould be hung up in.the.temple of Cloacina,. 
as the picture of that goddes ; for any other - 
apartment, would be difgraced by, its appear- 
ance.. Hark ye, Sir, (replied Pallet, enraged 
in his turn at the. contemptuous., mention of his 
darling performance) you may make as free with. 
my. wife as you, think, proper; but ware my 
works; thoſe are the children of my fancy, con- 
ceived by the glowing, imagination, and formed 
by.the art of my own hands: and you yourſelf + 
are a Goth, and a Turk, and a Tartar, and an- 
impudent pretending jackanapes, to treat with“ 
ſuch diſreſpect a production which, in the opi--. 
nion of all the conuoiſſeurs of the age, will, when; 
ñniſhed, be a maſter-piece in its kind, and do ho- 
nour to human genius and kill. So 1 fay again , 
and again, (and 1 care not though your friend 
Flaytor heard me) that you have no. more taſte; 
than a drayman's horſe, and that thoſe ſoohih + 
notions of the ancients ought to be drubbed out 
of you with a good cudgel, that you might learn 
to treat men of parts with more veneration. Per- 
haps you may not always. bein the company of 
one who will hollow for aiſiſtance, when you are 
on the brink of being chaſtiſed for your inſo- 
ſence, as 1 did, when you brought upon your- 
ſelf the reſentment of that Scot, why, by the 
Lard! would have paid you both fcat and lot, 
D 2 
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as Falſtaff ſays, if the French officer had not put 
him in arreſt.” 

The phyſician, to this declamation, which was 
conveyed through the key-hole, anſwered, that 
he (the painter) was a fellow ſo intinitely below 
his conſideration, that his conſefence upbraided 
him with no action of his life, except that of 
chooſing ſuch a wretch for his companion and. 
fellow-traveller. That he had viewed his cha- 
racter through the medium of good nature and 
compatihon, which had prompted him to give Pals 
let an opportunity of acquiring ſome new ideas 
under his immediate inſtruction; but he had 
abuſed his goodneis and condeſcenſion in ſuch a 
flagrant manner, thar he was now determined to 
diſcard him entirely from his acquaintance, and 

. deſired him, for the preſent, to take himſelf away, 
on pain of being kicked for his preſumption. 

Pallet was too much incenſed to be intimidated 
by this threat, which he retorted with great vi- 
rulence, defying him to come forth, that it might 
appear which of them was beſt ſkilled in that 
pedeſtrian exerciſe, which he immediately began 
to practiſe againſt the door with ſuch thundering 
application, as reached the ears of Pickle and his 
governor, who coming out into the paſſage, and 
ſecing him thus employed, aſked if he had forgot 
the chamber-pots of Aloſt, that he ventured to 
bchave in ſuch a manner, as intitled him to a 
ſecond preſcription of the ſame nature. 

The doctor underſtanding that there was com- 
| pany at hand, opened the door in a twinkling ; 
and ſpringing upon his antagoniſt, like a tyger, a 
fierce contention would have enſucd, to the inf- 
nite ſatisfaction of our hero, had not Jolter, to 
the manifeſt peril of his own perſon, interpoſed, 
and partly by force, and paitly by exhortations, 
put a ſtop to the engagement before it was fauly 
h--1n. After having demonſtrated the indecency , 
v6. + vulgar rencounter betwixt two fellow- 
citizens n. foreign land, he begged to know the 
cauſe of the: liſſention, and offered his good of- 
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fices towards an accommodation. Peregrine alſo, 
ſeeing the fray was finiſhed, expreſſed himſelf to 
the ſame purpoſe; and the painter, for obvious 
reaſons, declining an explanation, his antagoniſt 
told the youth what a mortifying interruption he 
had ſuffered by the impertinent intruſion of Pal- 


let, and gave him a detail of the particulars of 


his viſion, as above recited, The arbiter owned, 
the provocation was not to be endured; and de- 
creed, that the offender ſhould make ſome atone- 
ment for his tranſgreſhon. Upon which, the 
painter obſerved, that howſocver he might have 
been diſpoſed to make acknowledgments, if the 
phyſician had ſignified his diſpleaſure like a gen- 
tleman, the complainant had now forfeited all 
claim to any ſuch conceſſions, by the vulgar man- 
ner in which he had reviled him and his produc- 
tions; obſerving, that if he (the painter) had been 
inclined to retort his ſlanderous inſinuations, the 
republican's own works would have afforded 
ample ſubject for his 11dicule and cenfure. 

After divers diſputes and repreſentations, peace 
was at length concluded, on condition, that,' for 
the future, the doctor ſhould never mention Cleo- 
patra, unleſs he could ſay tomething in her praiſe; 
and that Pallet, in conſideration of his having 
been the firſt aggreſſor, ſhould make a ſketch of 
the phyſician's viſion, to be engraved and preſix- 
ed to the next edition of his odes. 


F LXII. 
The travellers depart for Antwerp, at which place 
the painter gives a lacſe to his enthuſtafm. 


UR adventurer, bated in all his efforts to 
retrieve his loſt Amanda, yielded at length 

to the remonſtrances of his governor and fellow- 
travellers, who, out of pure complaiſance to him, 
had exceeded their intended ſtay by ſix days at 
lealt: and a couple of poſt-chaifes, with three 
riding horſes, being hired, they departed from 
Bruflcls in the morning, dined at 8 and 
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arrived about eight in the evening at the venerg- 
ble city of Antwerp. During this day's jour- 
ney, Pallet was elevated to an uncommon Cow 
of ſpirits, with the proſpect of ſeeing the birth- 
place of Rubens, for whom he profeſſed an en- 
thuſiaſtie admitation. He fwore, that the plea- 
ſure he:felt was equal to that of a Muſſulman, on 
the laſt day of his piigrimage to Mecca; and that 
he already conſidered limfclfa native of Antwerp, 
being ſo intimately acquainted with their fo julily 
boaſted citizen, from whom, at certain junctures, 
Ke could not help believing himſelf derived, be- 
cauſe his own pencil adopted the manner of that 
great man with ſurprifing facility, and his face 
wanted nothing but a pair of whiſkers and a 
Peard to-exhibit the expreſs image of the Flem- 
ing's countenance. He told them he wus fo 
proud of this reiemblance, that, in order ro 
render it more ſtriking, he had at one time of 
his life reſolved to keep his face ſacred from the 
razor; and in that purpoſe had perſevered, not- 
withſtanding the continual reprehenſions of Mrs. 
Pallet, who being then with child, ſaid, his aſ- 
pect was ſo hideous, that ſhe dreaded a miſcar— 
riage every hour, until the threatened, in plain 
terms, to diſpute the ſanity of his intellects, and 
apply to the chancellor for a committee, 

The doctor, on this occaſion, obſerved, that a 
man who is not proof againſt the ſolicitations of 
a woman, can never expect to make a great figme 
in life; that painters and poets ought to cultivate 
no wives but the muſes; or if they are, by the 
accidents of fortune, encumbered with familics, 
they ſhould carefully puard againſt that perni— 
cious weakneſs, falſcly honoured with the appel- 
lation of natural affection, and pay no manuer of 
regard to the impertinent cuſtoms of the world. 
* Granting that you had been, for a ſhort time, 
deemed a lunatic (ſaid he), you might have ac- 
quitted yourſelf honourably of that imputation, 
by ſome performance that. would have raiſcd 
your character above all cenfure. Sophocles him- 
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ſelf, that celebrated tragic poet, who, for the 
ſweetneſs of his verſiſication, was ſtiled penTIa, 
or the bee, in his old age ſuffered the ſame accuſa- 
tion from his own children, who ſeeing 
neglect his family affairs, and devote himſelf 
entirely to poetry, carried him before the magiſ- 
trate, as a man whole intellects were ſo much im- 
pres by the infirmities of age, that he was no 
onger fit to manage his domeſtic concerns; upon 
which the reverend bard produced his tragedy of 
. O:9:70v5 ert 400mm, as a work he had juſt 
finiſhed; which being peruſed, inſtead of being de- 
clared unſound of underſtanding, he was diſmiſſed 


with admiration and applauſe. I wiſh your beard 


and whiſkers had been ſanctioned by the like 
authority; though I am afraid you would have 
been ia the predicament of thoſe diſciples of a 
certain philoſopher, who drank decoctions of 
cummin ſeeds, that their faces might adopt the 
palene of their maſter's complexion, hoping, 
that in being as wan, they would be as learned 
as their teacher.“ The painter, ſtung with this 


ſlarcaſm, replied, * or like thoſe Virtuoſi, who by 


repeating Greek, eating ſillikickaby, and pre- 
tending to ſee viſions, think they equal the an- 


_ cients in taſte and genius.“ The phyhcian retort- 


ed, Pallat rejoined, and the altercation continued, 
until they entered the gates of Antwerp, when 
the admirer of Rubens broke forth into a raptur- 
ous exclamation, which put an end to the diſpute, 
and attracted the notice of the inhabitants, many 
of whom, by ſhrugging up their ſhoulders, and 
pointing to their foreheads, gave ſhrewd indica- 
tions that they believed him a poor gentleman di. 
ordered in his brain, 5 
They had no ſooner alighted at the inn, than 
this pſeudo- enthuſiaſt propoſed to viſit the great 
church, in which he had been informed ſome of 
his maſter's pieces were to be ſeen; and was re- 
markably chagrined, when he underſtood that he 
could not be admitted till next day. He rote 
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next morning by day-break, and diſturbed his 
fellow-travellers in ſuch a noiſy and clamor- 
ous manner, that Peregrine determined to puniſh 
him with ſome new infliction ; and while he put 
on his cloaths, actually formed the plan of pro- 
moting a duel between him and the doctor; in 
the management of which, he promiſed himſelf 
ſtore of entertainment, from the behaviour of 
both. | | 

Being provided with one of thoſe domeſtics APN 
who are always in waiting to offer their ſervices | 
to ſtrangers on their firſt arrival, they were con- 
ducted to the houſe of a gentleman who had an 
excellent collection of pictures; and though the 
grcateſt part of them were painted by his favou- 
[| rite artiſt, Pallet condemned them all by the 
| 1ump, becauſe Pickle had told him beforehand, 
that there was not one performance of Rubens 
among the number. N 
|i The next place they viſited, was what is called 

the academy of painting, furnithed with a number 

| of paultry pieces, in which our painter recognized 
the ſtile of Peter Paul, with many expreſſions of 
ti admiration, on the ſame. ſort of previous intelli- 
4 gence. | : . 
f From this repoſitory, they went to the great 
church: and being led to the tomb of Rubens, 
the whimſical painter fell upon his knees, and 
worſhipped, with ſuch appearance of devotion, 
that the attendant, ſcandalized at his ſuperſtition, 
pulled him up; obſerving, with great warmth, 
that the perſon buried in that place was no ſaint, 
but as great a finner as himſelf; and that if he 
was 'fpiritnally diſpoſed, there was a chapel] of 
the Bleſſed Virgin, at the diſtance of three yards 
on the right hand, to which he might retire. He 
thought it was incumbent upon him to manifeſt 
ſome extraordinary inſpiration, while he reſided 


on the ſpot where Rubens was born; and there- 


"| fore his whole behaviour was an affectation of 
| rapture, expreſſed in diſtracted exclamations, 
convulüve ſtarts; and uncouth geſticulations. In | 
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the midſt of his frantic behaviour, he ſaw an old 

Capuchin with a white beard, mount the pulpit, . 
and hold forth to the-congregation with tuck vio- 

lence of emphaſis and geſture, as captivated his 
fancy; and bawling aloud, ** Zounds ! what an 

excellent Paul preaching at Athens!“ he. pulled 
a pencil and a {mall memorandum-book from his 
pocket, and began to take a ſketch of the orator, 

with great eagerneſs and agitation, ſaying, ”. 
«.Egad, friend Raphael, we ſhall ſee whether . 
yau or ] have got the beſt knack of tramping up 
an Apoſtle.” ' This appearance of diſreſpect gave 
offence to the. audience, which began to murmur - 
againſt this heretic libertine; when one of the 
prieſts belonging to the choir, in order to prevent: 
any ill conſequence from their diſpleaſure, came 

and told him in the French language, that ſuch 
liberties were not permitted in their religion, and 
adviſed him to lay aſide his implements, leſt the 
people would take umbrage at his defign, and be + 
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provoked to puniſh . him as..a profane ſcoffer at 


their worſhips >. 

The. painter. ſeeing himſelf addreſſed by a friar - 
who, while he ſpoke, bowed with great complaiſ- 
ance, imagined that he, was: a begging brother, 
come to ſupplicate his charity; and his attention 
being quite ingroſſed by the deſign he was mak- 
ing, he patted the prieſt's ſhaven crown with his 
hand, ſaying, Oter tems, oter tems; and then re- 
ſumed his pencil with great earneſtuefs. The ec- 
cleſiaſtic perceiving that the ſtranger did not com- 
prehend his meaning, pulled him by the ſleeve, 
and explained himſelf in the Latin tongue: upon 
which Pallet, provoked at his intruſion, curſed 
him aloud: for an, impudent beggarly fon of a 
whore; and taking out a ſhilling, flung it upon the 
Pavement, with manifeſt figns of indignation... 

Some of the common people, enraged to ſee 


- 
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their religion contemned, and their prieſts in- 


ſulted at the very altar, roſe from their ſeats; and 
ſurrounding the aſtoniſhed painter, one of the 


number {natched his buok from his- hand, and. 2 
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tore it into a thouſand pieces. Frightened as he 
was, he could not help crying, „Fire and fag- 
gots! all my favourite ideas are gone to wreck !* 
and was 1n danger of being very roughly handled 
by the croud, had not Peregrine ſtepped in, and 


_ allured them, that he was a poor unhappy gen- 


tleman, who laboured under a tranſport of the 
brain. Thoſe who underſtood the French lan- 
guage communicated this information to the reſt, 
ſo that he eſcaped without any other chaſtiſement, 
than that of being obliged to retire. And as they 
could not fee the famous deſcent from the croſs 
till after the ſervice was finiſhed, they were con- 
duced by their domeſtick to the houſe of a painter, 
where they found a beggar ſtanding for his pic- 
ture, and the artiſt actually employed in repre- 
ſenting a huge louſe that crawled upon his ſhoul- 
der. Pallet was wonderfully pleaſed with this 
circumſtance, which he ſaid was altogether a new 
thought, and an excellent hint, of which he 
would make his advantage: and in the courſe of 
his ſurvey of this Fleming's performances, per- 
ceiving a piece in which two flies were engaged 


| l upon the carcaſs of a dog half devoured, he, 


ran to his brother bruſh, and ſwore he was wor- 
thy of being a fellow-citizen of the immortal Ru- 
bens. He then lamented, with many expreſſions 
of grief and reſentment, that he had loſt his com- 
mon place-bock, in which he had preſerved a 
thouſand conceptions of the ſame ſort, formed 
by the accidental objects of his ſenſes and ima- 
gination ; and took an opportunity of telling his 
fellow-travellers, that in execution he had equal» 
ed, if not excelled, the two ancient painters 
who vied with each other in the repreſentation of 
a curtain and a bunch of grapes; for he bad ex- 
hibited the image of à certain object ſo like to na- 
ture, that the bare fight of it ſet a whole hogſty 
in an uproar. 

Wben he had examined and applauded all the 
productions of this minute artiſt, they returned 
to the great church, and were entertained with 
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the view of that celebrated maſter- piece of Ru- 
bens, in which he has introduced the portraits of 
himſelf and his whole family. The doors that 
conceal this capital performance were no ſooner 
unfolded than our enthuſiaſt, debarred the ule of 
ſpeech, 'by a previous covenant with his friend 
Pickle, litted up his hands and eyes, and putting 
himſelf in the attitude of Hamlet, when his fa- 
ther's ghoſt appears, adored in filent extacy and 
awe. He even made a merit of neceſſity; and 
when they had withdrawn from the place, pro- 
teſted that his whole faculties were ſwallowed up 
in love and admiration. He now profeſſed him- 
felf more than ever enamoured of the Flemiſh 
ſchool, raved in extravagant encomiums, and pro- 


poſed that the whole company ſhould pay homage » | 
to the memory of the divine Rubens, by repair- 


ing forthwith to the houſe in which he lived, and 
proſtrating them ſelves on the floor of his painting. 
room. | 

As there was nothing remarkable in the tene- 
ment, which had been rebuilt more than once 
fince the death of that great man, Peregrine ex- 
cuſed himſelf from complying with the propofal ; 
on prerence of heing fatigued with the circuit 
they had already performed. Jolter declined it 
for the ſame reaſon; and the queſtion being put. 
to the doctor, he refuſed his company with an air 
of diſdain. Pallet piqued at his contemptuous 
manner, atked if he would not go and ſee the 
habitation of Pindoor, provided he was in the 
city where that poet lived ? and when the _ 


ſician obſerved, that there was an infinite diffe- 


rence between the men; That l'll allow (re- 

lied the painter), for the devil a poet ever lived 
in Greece or Troy, that was worthy to clean the 
pencils of our. beloved Rubens.“ The phyſician: 


could not with any degree of temper and forbear- 


ance hear this outrageous blaſphemy, for which, 
he ſaid, Pallet's eyes ought to be picked out by 


owls; and the diſpute aroſe, as uſual, to ſuch. | 
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. ſeurrilities of language and indecency of beha- 
» viour, that paſſengers began to take notice of 


their animoſity; and Peregrine was obliged 40 


interpoſe, for his own credit, 


n en. 


Peregrine artfully foments a quarrel between Pallet 
and the phyſician, who fight a ducl on the ram- 
Paris. 7 


E painter betook himſelf to the houſe of 
1 the Flemiſh Raphael, and the reſt of the 
company went back to their lodgings ; where the 
young gentleman, taking the advantage of being 
alone with the phyſician, . recapitulated all the 
affronts he had ſuſtained from the painter's petu- 
Jance, aggravating every circumſtance of the 
\ diſgrace, and adviſing him, in the capacity of a 
. Friend, to take care of his honour, which could 
not fail to ſuffer in the opinion of the world, if 
he allowed himſelf to be inſulted with impunity, 
by one ſo much his inferior in every degree of 
gconſideration. 
The phyſician aſſured him, that Pallet had hi- 
therto eſcaped chaſtiſement, by being deemed an 


object unworthy his reſentment, and in conſider- 


ation of the wretch's family, for which his com- 
paſſion was intereſted; but, that repeated inju- 
Ties would inflame the moſt benevolent diſpo- 
.ition : and although he could find no precedent 
. of duclling among the Greeks and Romans, 
whom he conſidered as the patterns of demea- 
nour, Pallet ſhould no longer avail himſelf of 
his veneration for the ancients, but be puniſh- 
ed for the very next offence he ſhould com- 
mit. 

Having thus ipirited up the doctor to a reſolu- 
tion from which he could not decently ſwerve, 


our adventurer acted the incendiary with the o- 
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ther party alſo; giving him to underſtand, that 
the phyſician treated his character wich ſuch con- 
-tempt, and behaved to him -with ſueh inſolenee, 


as no gentleman ought to bear: that for his own 

; park, he was every day put out of countenance . 

by their mutual animoſity, which appeared in po 

nothing but vulgar expreſſions, more becoming 8 
| ſhoe-buys and oyſter-women than men of honour = 

andeducation; and therefore he ſhould be ob- 3 


-liged, contrary to his inclination, to break off 
all correſpondence with them both, if they would 
not fall upon ſome method to retrieve the dignity 
-of their characters. | 1 
Theſe repreſentations would-have had little ef- 7 
fect upon the timidity of the painter, who was 
hkewite'tor much of a Grecian to approve of fin- 


N gle combat, in any other way than that of boxing, nl 
an excerciſe in which he was well {kill'd, had not lu 

| they been accompanied with an infinuation, that 
his antagoniſt was no Hector, and that he might 5 


humble him into any conceilion, without running 
the leaſt perſonal riſk. Animated by this aſſu- 


trance, our ſecond Rubens ſet the trumpet of de- 
fiance to his mouth, ſwore he valued not his life 
a ruſh, when his honour was concerned, and in- 2 
treated Mr. Pickle to be the bearer of a challenge, 5 
which he would inſtantly commit to writing. 5 

The miſchievous fomenter highly applauded ny 

1 this manifeſtation. of courage, by which he was 8 
| at liberty to cultivate his friendſhip and ſocietßj; nu 


but declined the office of carrying the billet, that 
his tenderneſs of Pallet's reputation might not be NES 
mifinterpreted into an officious deſire of promo- 
ting quarrels, At-the ſame time he recommend- 
| ed Tom Pipes, not only as a very proper meſſen-- 
er on this occalicn, but alſo as a truſty ſecond in 
the field. The magnanimous painter took his ad- 
vice, and retiring to his chamber, penn'd a chal- nn 
lenge in theſe terms, _: 


_ 
- 
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3 rg I am heartily provoked, I fear not 
g the devil himſelk; much leſs will 
not call you a pedantic coxcomh, nor an unman- 
nerly fellow, becauſe theſe are the hippythets of 
the wulgar : but, remember, ſuch as you are, [ 
nyther love you. nor fear you; but on the con- 
trary, expect ſatisfaction for your audacious be- 
haviour to me on divers occaſions ; and will, this 
evening, in the twilight, meet you on the ram- 
parts with ſword and piſtol, where the Lord have 
mercy on the ſoul of one of us; for your body ſhall 
find no favour with your incenſed de ſier, till death, 


LAYMAN PALLET.” 


This reſolute defiance, after having been ſub-. 


mitted to the peruſal, and honoured with the ap- 
probation of our youth, was committed to the 
charge of Pipes, who according to his orders, de- 
livered it in the afternoon ; and brought for an- 
ſwer, that the phyſician would attend him at the 
appointed rime and place, The challenger was 
evidently diſeompoſed at the unexpected news of 
this acceptance, and ran about the houſe in great 
diſorder, in quelt of Peregrine, to beg his further 
advice and aſſiſtance; but underſtanding that the 
youth was engaged in private with his adverſary, 
he began to ſuſpect ſome colluſion, and curied 
himſelf for his folly and precipitation. He 
even entertained ſome thoughts of retracting his 
invitation, and ſubmitting to the triumph of his 
antagoniſt : but before he would ſtoop ro this op- 
probrious condeſcenſion, he reſolved to try ano- 


ther expedient which might be the means of ſav- 


ing both his character and perſon. In this hope 
he viſited Mr. Jolter, and very gravely deſired he 


would be ſo good as to undertake the office of his 


ſecond, in a duel which he was to fight that even- 
ing with the phyſician. * 


The governor, inſtead of anſwering his expecta- 
tion, in ezpreſling fear and concern, and break» 
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ing forth into exclamations of Good God! gen- 
tlemen, what d'ye mean? You ſhall not murther. 
one another while it is in my power to prevent 
your purpoſe, I will go directly to the governor 
of the place, who ſhall interpoſe his authority.“ 
ſay, inſtead of theſe and other friendly menaces 
of prevention, ſolter heard the propoſal with the 
moſt phlegmatic tranquillity, and excuſed himſelf 
from accepting the honour he intended for him, 
on account of his character and fituation, which 
would not permit him to'be concerned in any ſuch 
rencounters. Indeed this mortifying reception 
was owing to a previous hint from Peregrine, who, 
dreading tome ſort of interruption from his gover- 
nor, had made him acquainted with his deſign, 
and aſſured him, that the affair ſhould not be 
brought to any dangerous iſſue. 

Thus diſappointed, the dejected challenger was 
overwhelmed with perplexity and diſmay; and in 
the terrors of death or mutilation, reſolved to de- 
precate the wrath of his enemy, and conform to . 
any ſubmiſſion he ſhould propoſe; when he was 
accidentally encountered by our adventurer, who, 
with demonſtrations of infinite ſatisfaction, told 
him in confidence, that his billet had thrown the 
doctor into an agony of conſtei nation; that his 
acceptance of his challenge was a meer eflort of 
deſpair, calculated to confound the ferocity of 
the ſender, and diſpoſe him ro liſten to terms of 
accommodation ; that he had imparted the letter 
to him with fear and trembling, on pretence of 
engaging him as a ſecond, but in reality, with a 
view of obtaining his good offices in promoting a a 
reconciliation ; “ but, perceiving the ſituation of 
his mind (added our hero), I thought it would be 
more for your honour to baffle his expectation, | 
and therefore I readily undertook the taſk of at- 
teading him to the field, in full aſſurance, that 
he will there humble himſelf before you, even to 
Proſtration. In this ſecurity, you may go and 
Prepare your arms, and beſpcak the aſſiſtance of 
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Pipes, who will ſquire you in the field, while 


I 'keep myſelf up, that our correſpondence may 


- 
« 


not be. ſuſpected by the phyſician.”  Pallet's 


ſpirits, that were ſunk to dejection, roſe at this 


— 


encouragement to all the inſolence of triumph; 
he again declaring his contempt of danger, 


and his piſtols, being loaded and accommodated 


- 


with new--fliftts, by his truſty armout-bearer, - 


he waited, without flinching, for, the. hour of 
battle, 


* 


On the firſt approach of twilight, ſomebody 


chocked at his door, and Pipes having opened 


it · at his defire, he heard the. voice of his antago- 


** 


uiſt pronounce, „Tell Mr. Pallet, that I am go- 


ing to the place of appointment.” The painter 


was not a little ſurpriſed at this anticipation, 
which ſo ill agreed with the information he had - 


received from Pickle; and his concern beginning 


1 


to recur, he fortified himſelf with a large bumper of 


brandy, which, however, did mot overcome the 
anxiety of his thoughts. . Nevertheleſs, he ſet 


out on the-expedition with his ſecond, 'betwixt » 
whom and himſelf: the following dialogue patied, 


in their way to the ramparts. *« Mr. Pipes, 


(ſaid the painter, with difordered accent) me- 
thinks the. doctor was in a peſtikent hurry with 
that meſſage of his.“ Ey, ey, (anſwered Tom) 
I do ſuppoſe he longs to be foul of you,“ What! 
(replied the other) d'ye think he thirſts after my 


blood?“ „ To be ſue a does,” (ſaid Pipes, 
thruſting a large quid of tobacco in his cheek, - 
with great deliberation). *© If that be the caſe, - 


(cried: Pallet, beginning to ſhake) he is no better 


than a Cannibal, and no chriſtian ought to fight 
him on equal footing.” Tom obſerving his emo- -. 
tion, eyed him with a frown-of indignation, ſay- 
ing, You an't afraid, are you?“ God for- 


bid ! (replied the challenger, ftammering. with 
fear). What ſhould I be afraid of? The worſt 


he can do is to take my life, and then he'll be 
aniwerable both to God and man for the murder: - 
Don't you think he will?“ „I think no;uch mars. - 


. 
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ter (anſwered the ſecond), if ſo be as how he puts 


a brace of bullets through your bows, and kills 

ou fairly, it is no more murder than if I was to 
brit down a noddy from the main top-ſail vard.” 
By this time Pallet's teeth chattered with ſuch 
violence, that he could ſcarce pronounce this re— 


ply, ** Mr. Thomas, you ſeem to make very light 


of a man's life; but I truſt in the Almighty, I 
ſhall not be fo eaſily brought down. Sure man 

a man has fought a duel, without loſing his life. 
Do you imagine that [ run ſuch a hazard of fall- 
ing by the hand of my adveiſary ?” „ You may, 
or you may not, (ſaid the unconcerned Pipes) 
juſt as it happens. What then? Death is a debt 
that every man owes, according to the ſong, and 
if you ſet foot to foot, I think one of you muſt go 
to pot.” Foot to foot! (exclaimed the terrifi- 
ed painter) that's downright butchery ; and III 
be damn'd before I fight any man on earth in ſuch 
a barbarous way. What! d'ye take me to be a 
ſavage beaſt ?” This declaration he made while 
they aſcended the ramparts. His attendant per- 
ceiving the phyſician and his ſecond at the dit- 
tance of an hundred paces before them, gave him 
notice of their appearance, and adviſed him to 
make ready, and behave like a man. Pallet in 
vain endeavoured to conceal his panic, which 
diſcovered itſelf in an nniverſal trepidation of bo- 
dy, and the lamentable tone in which he anſwer- 
ed this exhortation of Pipes, ſaying, “ 1 do be- 
have like a man; but you would have me act the 
part of a brute, Are they coming-this way?“ 
When Tom told him that they had faced about, 


and admoniſhed him to advance, the nerves of his 


arm refuſed their office, he could not hold ont 
his piſtol, and inſtead of going forward,. retreated 
with an inſenſibility of motion; till Pipes, pla- 
cing himſelf in the rear, ſet his own back to that 
of his principal, and ſwore he ſhould not budge 
an inch farther in that direction. 

While the valet thus tutoicd the painter, his 
maſter enjoyed the terrors of the phylician, which 
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were more ridiculous than thoſe of Pallet, becauſe 
he was more intent upon diſguiſing them. His 
declaration to Pickle in the morning, would not 
ſuſſer him to ſtart any objections when he receiv- 
ed the challenge; and finding that the young gen- 
tleman made no offer of mediating the affair, but 
rather congratulated him on the occaltion, when 
he communicated the painter's billet, all his ef- 
forts conſiſted in oblique hints, and general re- 
fle tions upon the abſurdity of duelling, which 
was firſt introduced among civilized nations, by the 
barbarous Huns and Longobards. He likewite 


pretended to ridicule the uſe of fre-arms, which 
confounded all the diſtinctions « i tkill and ad- 


dreſs, and deprived a combatant ol the opportu- 
nity of ſignalizing his perſonal prowels. 

Pickle aflented to the juſtneſs of his obſerva- 
tions ; but at the fame time repreſented the ne- 
ceſſity of complying with the cuſtoms of the 
world (ridiculous as they were), on which a man's 
honour and reputation depend. 80 that, ſeeing 
no hopes of profiting by that artifice, the repub- 
lican's agitation-became more and nore rem trka- 
ble; and he propoſed in plain terms, that they 
ſhould contend in armour, like the combatants 
of ancient days; for it was but reaſonable, that 
they ſhould practiſe the manner of ſighting, fince 
they adopted the diſpoſition of thoic iron 
times. 5 

Nothing could have afforded more diverſion to 
our hero, than the fight of two ſuch duelliſts ca- 
ſed in iron; and he wiſhed that he had promoted 
the quarrel in Bruſſels, where he could have hi- 
red the armour of Charles the fifth, and the 
valiant Duke of Parma, for their accommoda- 
tion: but as there was no poſlibility of furniſh- 
ing them cap-a-pee at Antwerp, he perſuaded 
kim to conform to the modern uſe of the ſword, 
and meet the painter on his own terms; and ſuſ- 
pecting that his fear would ſupply him with other 
Excuſes for declining the combat, he comforted 
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him with ſome diſtant inſinuations, to the preju- 
dice of his adverſary's courage, which would, 
in all probability, evaporate, before any mit- 
clacf.could happen. 
Notwithſtanding this encouragement, he could 
not ſuppreſs the reluctance with which he went 
to the field, and caſt many a wiſhful look over 
his left ſhoulder, to ſee whether -or not his ad- 
verſary was at his heels, When by the adviee 
of:his ſecond, he took poſſeſſion of the ground, 
and turned about with his face to the enemy, 
it was mot ſo dark, but that Peregrine could per- 
cave the unuſual palcneſs of his countenance, 
and the ſweat ſtanding in large drops upon his 
forehead; nay, there was a manifeſt diforder in 
his ſpeech, when he regretted his want of the 
Pila and Parma, with which he would have 
made a rattling noiſe, to aſtoniſh his foe, in 
ſpringing forward, and finging the hymn to 
battle, in the manner of the ancients, Eg 
In the mean time, obſerving the heſitation of 
his antagonift, who, far from advancing, ſecmed 
to recoil, and even ſtruggle with his ſecond, he 
guefled the ſituation of the painter's thoughts; 
and collecting all the manhood that he poſſeſſed, 


ſeized the opportunity of profiting by his enemy's 


conflernation, Striking his fword and piſtol 
together, he advanced in a fort of trot, railing 
a Joud howl, in which he repeated, in licu of the 
Spartan ſong, part of the ſtrophe from one of 
Pindar's Pythia, beginning with ek Hen gar ma- 
kanai paſui Broteais aretais, &e. This imitation 
of the Greeks had all the deſired eſſect upon the 
painter, who ſeeing the phyſician running to- 


wards him like a fury, with a piſtol 1a his right 


hand, which was extended, and hcaring the 


' dreadful yell he uttered, and the outlandiſh 


words he pronounced, was ſeized with a univer- 
fal palſy of his limbs. He would have dropped 
down upon the ground, had not Pipes ſupported 
and encouraged him to ſtand upon his defence, 
The doctor, contrary to his expectation, finding 
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that he had not flinched from the ſpot, though 
he had now performed one half of his career, put 
in practice his laſt effort, by firing his piſtol, the 
noiſe of which no ſooner reached the ears of 
the affrighted painter, than he recommended his 
ſoul to God, and rearcd for mercy with great 
vociferation. | 
The republican, overjoyed at this exclama- 
tion, commanded him to yicld, and ſurrender 
his arms, on pain of immediate death; upon 
which he threw away his piſtols and ſword, in 
fpite of all the admonitions and even threats of 
his ſecond, who left him to his fate, and went 
up to his maſter, ſtopping his noſe with ſigns of 
loathing and abhorrence. | | 
The victor having won the Spolia Opima, 
granted him his life on condition, that he would- 
on his knees ſupplicate his pardon, acknowledge 
himſelf inferior to his conqueror in every virtue 
and qualification, and promiſe for the future to 
merit his favour by ſubmiſſion and reſpect. Theſe 
inſolent terms were readily embraced by the un- 
fortunate challenger, who fairly owned, that he 
was not at all calculated for the purpoles of war, 
and that henceforth he would contend with no 
weapon but his pencil, He begged with great 
humility, that Mr. Pickle would not think the 
-worſe of his morals for this defect of courage, 
which was a natural infirmity inherited from his 
father, and ſuſpend his opinion of his talents, 
until he ſhould have an opportunity of contem- 
plating the charms of his Cleopatra, which would 
be finithed in leſs than three months. | 
Our hero obterved with an affected air of diſ- 
pleaſure, that no man could be juſtly condemned 
for being ſubject to the impreſſions of fear; and 
therefore his cowardice might eaſily be forgiven * 
but there was ſomething fo preſumptuons, dif 
honeſt and diſingenuous, in arrogating a quality 
to which he knew he had not the ſmalleſt pre- 
tenſion, that he could not forget his miſbehaviour 
all at once, though he would condeſcend to come 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 93 


municate with him as formerly, in hopes of ſee- 


ing a reformation in his conduct. Pallet pro- 
teſted, that there was no dithmulation in the 
caſe; for he was ignorant of his own weakneſs, 
until his reſolut ion was put to the trial: he faith- 
fully promiſed to demean himſelf, during the re- 
maining part of the tour, with that conſcious 
modeſty and penitence which became a perſon in 
his condition; and, for the preſent, implored the 
aſſiſtance of Mr. Pipes, in diſembarratiing him 
from the diſagreeable conſequence of his fear, 


BY ©”. co EXIT 

The Doctor exults in his victory. They ſet out for 
Rotterdam, where they are entertained by tavo 
Dutch gentlemen in a yacht, which is overturned 
in the Maeze, to the manifeſt hazard of the paia- 
ter's life. They ſpend the evening aeith heir 
entertainers, and ne day viſit a cabinet of 
curisſities, | | x | 


TOM was accordingly ordered to miniſter 

1 to his occaſions; and the conqueror, elated 
with bis ſucceſs, which he in a great meaſure at- 
tributed to lis manner of attack, and the hymn 
which he howled, told Peregrine, that he was 
Now convinced of the truth of what Pindar ſung 
in theſe words, %a de me pephileke Zeus, atuzon tai 
Boan Pieridon aicnta; for he had no ſooner be- 
gun to repeat the mcllifluent ſtrains of that di- 
vine poet, than the wretch his antagoniſt was 


confounded, and his nerves unſtrung. 


On their return to the inn, he expatiated on 
the prudence and tranquillity of his own beha— 
viour, and aicribed the conſternation of Pallet to 
the remembrance of ſome crime that lay heavy 
upon his conſcience : for, in his opinion, a man 
of virtue and common ſenſe could not poſhibly 
be afraid of death, which is not only the peace- 
ful harbour that receives him ſhattered on the 
tempeſtuous ſea of life, but alſo the eternal ſeal 
of his fame and. glory, which it is no longer in 


A 


E 


the evening at his houte. 
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his power to forfeit. and forego. He lamented his 
fate, in being doomed to live in ſuch degenerate 
days, when war is become a mercenary trade; . 
and ardently wiſhed; that the day would come, 
when he ſhould have ſuch an opportunity of fig- 
nalizing his courage in the cauſe of liberty, as 
that of Marathon, where an handful of Athe- 
nians, fighting for thcir freedom, defeated: the 
whole ſtrength of. the Perſian. empire. Would 
to heaven; ({aid he) my muſe were bleſſed with 


an occaſion to emulate that glorious teſtimony 


on the trophy, in Cyprus, erected by Cimon, for 
two great victoties gained on the ſame day over 
the Perfizns by. ſea and land; it which it is very 
remarkable, that the greatneſs of the occaſion 
has raiſed tha manner of expreihon above the 
uſual ſimplicity and modeſty. of all other antient 
inſcriptions.” He then repeated it with all the 
pomp of declamation, and fignified his hope, 
that the French would one day ' invade us with 
ſuch an army as that. which Xerxes led into 
Greece, that it might be in his power to devate 
ttimſelf, like Leonidas, to the freedom of his 
country. | | 
This memorable combat being thus deter- 
mincd, and every thing that was remarkable in 
Antwerp ſurveyed, they ſent their baggage down 
the Scheld to Rotterdam, and ſet out for the 
ſame place in @ poſt waggon, which that ſame 
evening brought them in ſafety to the banks of 
the Macze. They put up at an Engliſh houſe 
of entertainment, remarkable for the modeſty 
and moderat ion of the landlord ; and next morn- 
ing the doctor went in perſon, to deliver letters 
of recommendation to two Dutch gentlemen, 
from one of his acquaintance at Paris. Neither 
of them happened to he at home when he called; 
ſo that he left a meſiage at their lodgings, with 
his addreſs; and in the afternoon they waited 
upon the company, and after many hoſpitable 
profeſſions, one of the two invited them to ſpend 
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Mean while they. had provided a pleaſure- 
| yacht, in which they propoſed to treat them with: 
an excurſion upon the, Maeze. This being al- 
moſt the only diverſion that place affords, our; 
young gentleman relithed the propoſal; and not-- 
withſlanding the remonſtrances of Mr. Jolter, 
who declined the voyage on account of the 
roughneſs of the weather, they went on board: 
without heſitation, and found a collation pre- 
pared in the cabin. While they tacked to and. 
fro in the river, under the impulſe of a mackerel: 
breeze, the phyſician expreſſed his fatisfaction,. 
and Pallet was raviſhed with the entertainment. 
But the wind increaſtug, to ths unſpeakable joy 
of the Dutchmen, who had now an opportunity- 
of ſhewing their dexterity in the management of, 
the veſſel, the gueſts found it inconvenient to 
ſtand upon deck, and impoflible to fit below, on- 
account of the clouds of tobacco ſmoke which. 
rolled from the pipes of their entertainers, in ſuch, 
volumes as annoyed them even to the hazard: 
ot ſuffocation. This fumigation, together with. 
the extraordinary motion of the ſhip, began to. 
alle ct the head and ſtomach of the painter, who 
begg'd earneſtly to be ſet on ſhore; but the 
Dutch gentlemen, who had no idea of his ſuf- 


ferings, inſiſted, with ſurpriſing obſtinacy of re- 3 
gard, upon his ſtaying until he ſhould ſee an in- 3 
ſtance of the {kill of their mariners; and bring 8 
ing him on deck, commanded the men to carry 3 


me veſſel's lee gun-wale under water. This 
nicety of navigation they inſtantly performed, to His 
the admiration of Pickle, the diicompoſure of- 1 
the doctor, and terror of Pallet, who bleſſed” I 
himſelf from the courteſy of: a Dutchman, and 
prayed'to Heaven for his deliverance. | ; 

While the Hollanders enjoyed the reputation: 8 
of this feat, and the diſtreſs of the painter at the 
ſame time, the yacht was overtaken by a ſudden 
ſquall, that overſet her in a moment, and flung | 
evaiy man overboard into the Maeze, before HY 
they could have the leaſt warning of their fate, RES 
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much leſs, time to provide againſt the accident, 
Peregrine, who was an expert ſwimmer, reached 
the — in ſafety; the phyſician, in the agonies 
of deſpair, laid faſt hold on the trupk-breeches 
of one of the men, who dragged him to the 
other ſide; the entertainers landed at the bomb- » 
keys, ſmoaking their pipes all the way with great 
deliberation; and the poor painter muſt have 
gone to the bottom, had not he been encoun- M 
tered by the cable of a ſhip, that lay at anchor, 
near the icene of their diſaſter. Though his A 
ſenſes had forſaken him, his hands faſtened by 
inſtinct on this providential occurrence, which bs 
he held with ſuch a convullive graſp, that when $ 
a boat was ſent out to bring him on ſhore, it was | 
with the utmoſt difficulty that his fingers were 
diſengaged. He was carried into a houſe, de- 
prived of the uſe of ſpeech, and bereſt of ail 
ſenſation; and being ſuſpended by the heels, a 
vaſt quantity of water ran out of his mouth, 
This evacuation being made, he began to utter 
_ dreadful groans, which gradually incieated to a 
continued roar ; and after he had regained the 
uſe of his ſenſes, he underwent a delirium that | 
laſted ſeveral hours. As for the treaters, they | 
never dreamed of expreſſing the leaſt concern to 
Pickle or the phylician for what had happencd, F 
becauſe it was an accident ſo common, as to 
paſs without notice. | | 4 
Leaving the care of the veſſel to the ſeamen, 

the company retired to their reſpective lodgings, 

in order to ſhift their cloaths : and in the even- 

ing our travellers were conducted to the houſe of 
their new friend, who, with a view of making 
his invitation the more agreeable, - had aſſembled 
to the number of twenty or thirty Engliſhmen, 
of all ranks and degrees, from the merchant to 
the periwig-maker's prentice. 

In the midſt of this congregation ſtood a 
chaſing-diſh with live coals, for the convenience 
of lighting their pipes, and every individual was 
accommodated with a ſpitting-box. There was 
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not 2 mouth in the apartment unfurniſhed with a 
tube, ſo that they reſembled a convocation of Chi- 
meras breathing fire and ſmoke; and our gentle- 
men were fain to imitate their example 1n their 
own defence. 
converſation was either very ſprightly or polite; 
the whole entertainment was of the Dutch caſt, 
frowzy and phlegmatic : and our adventurer, as 
he returned to his lodging, tortured with the heads 
ach, and diſpuſted with every circumſtance of his 


had ſaddled them with tuch troubleſome com- 
panions. 

Next morning by eight o'clock, theſe polite 
Hollanders returned the viſit, and after breakfaſt, 
attended their Engliſh friends to the houſe of a 
perſon that poſſeſſed a very curious cabinet of 
curioſities, to which they had ſecured our com- 
pany's admiſſion. The owner of this collection 
was a cheeſe-monger, who received them in a 
waollen night cap, with ſtraps buttoned under his 
chin. As he underſtood no language but his own, 
he told them, by the canal of one of their con- 
ductors, that he did not make a practice of ſhew- 
ing his curioſities; but underſtanding that they 
were Engliſhmen, and recommended to his 
frinds, he was content to ſubmit them to their 
peruſal. So ſaying, he led them up a dark ſtair, 
into a ſmall room, decorated with a few paltry 
tieuies in plaiſter of Paris, two or three miſerable 
laudſcapes, the ſkins of an otter, teal, and ſome 
fiſhes ſtuffed; and in one corner ſtood a glaſs-cate, 
furniſhed with newts, frogs, lizzards, and fer- 
pents, preſerved in ſpirits; a human fœtus, a c2lf- 
with two heads, and about two dozen of butter» 
flies pinned upon paper. | 

The virtuoſo having exhibited theſe particu- 
lars, eyed the ſtrangers with a look ſoliciting ad- 
miration and applanſe; and as he could not 
perceive any ſymptom of either in their geſtures 
or conmtentyces, withdrew a curtain, and dif 
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It is not to be ſuppoſed that the 


treatment, curſed the hour in which the doctor 
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played a wainſcot cheſt of drawers, in which he 
gave them to underſtand, was ſomething that ! 
| would agreeably amuſe the imagination, Our 
42 travellers, regaled with this notice, imagined | 
that they would be entertained with the ſight of 
ſome curious medals, or other productions of 
antiquity; but how were they diſappointed, 
when they ſaw nothing but a variety of ſhells, 
| diſpoſed in whimſical figures, in each drawer ! 
After he had detained them full two hours with 
a tedious commentary upon the ſhape, ſize and 
colour of each department, he, with a ſuperci- | 
lious ſimper, deſired that the Engliſh gentlemen F 
? would frankly and candidly declare whether his 
cabinet, or that of Mynheer Sloane, at London, 
was the moſt valuable. When this requeſt was 
| ſignified in Engliſh to the company, the painter 
inſtantly exclaimed, ©** By the Lard! they are 
not to be named of a day. And as for that mat- 
ter, I would not give one corner of Saltero's 
coffee-houſe, at Chelſea, for all the traſh he 
hath ſhewn.” Peregrine, unwilling to mortify 
any perſon who had done his endeavour to 
pleaſe him, obſerved, that what he had ſeen 
was very curious and entertaining; but that no 
private collection in Europe was equal to that 
of Sir Hans Sloane, which, excluſive of preſents, 
had coſt an hundred thouſand pounds. The 
two conductors were confounded at this alcve- 
ration, which being communicated to the cheeſe- 
monger, he ſhook his head with a ſignificant 
grin; and tho' he did not chuſe to expreſs his 
incredulity in words, gave our hero to under- 
ſtand, that be did not much depend upon his 
Veracity, | 
From the houſe of this Dutch naturaliſt, they 
were dragged all round the city, by the painful 
civility of their attendants, who did not quit 
them till the evening was well advanced, and 
then not till after they had promiſed to be with 
them before ten o'clock next day, in order ta 
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conduct them to a country-houſe, ſituated in a 

leaſant village on the other fide of the river. 

Pickle was already ſo much fatigued with their 
hoſpitality, that, for the firſt time of his life, he 
ſuffered a dejection of ſpirits; and refolved, at 
any rate, to avoid the threatened perſecution of 
to-morrow. With this view he ordered his ſer— 
vants to pack up ſome cloaths and linen in a. 
portmanteau; and in the morning embarked, 
with his governor, in the Treckikuyt, for the 
Hague, whither he pretended to be called by 
ſome urgent occafion, leaving his fellow-travellers 
to make his apology to their friends; and aſſur- 
ing them, that he would not proceed for Amſter- 
dam, without their ſociety. He arrived at the 
Hague in the forenoon, and dined at an ordinary 
frequented by officers and people of faſhion : 
where being 1nformed, that the princeſs would 
ſee company in the evening, he dreſſed himſelf in 
in a rich ſuit of the Pariſian cut, and went to 
court, without any introduction. A perſon of 
his appearance could not fail to attract the notice 
of ſuch a ſmall circle. The prince himſelf, under- 
ſtanding he was an Engliſhman and a ſtranger, 
went up to him, without ceremony; and having 
welcomed him to the place, converſed with him, 
for ſome minutes, on the common topics of diſ- 
courſe. 5 

C8 AF LXV. 

They proceed to the Hague ; from whence they depart 


for Amſterdam, where they fee a Dutch tragedy. 


Viſit the muſic-houſe, in which Peregrine quarrels 
with the captain of a man of war. They paſs 
through Haarlem, in their way to Leyden. Re- 
turn t9 Rotterdam, where the company feparater, 
and our hero, with his attendants, arrives in ſafety 
at Harwich, 


EING joined by their fellow-travellers, in 

the morning, they made a tour to all the 
remarkable places in this celebrated village; ſaw 
the foundery, the Stadthouſe, the Spinhuys, 
| E 
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Vauxhall, and count Bentick's gardens, and in 

the evening went to the French comedy, which F 
was directed by a noted Harlequin, who had 
found means to flatter the Dutch taſte ſo eſſec- 
tually that they extolled him as the greateſt ac- 

tor * ever appeared in the province of Holland. 
This famous company did not repreſent regular 
tlieatrical pieces, but only a ſort of impromptu's, 

in which this noted player always performed the 
grcateſt part of the entertainment. Among other 
| A41allies of wit that eſcaped him, there was one 
circumſtance ſo remarkably adapted to the diſ- 
f polition and genius of his audience, that it were 
| pity to paſs it over in ſilence. A windmill being 
exhibited on the ſcene, Harlequin, after having 

| ſurveyed it with curiofity and admiration, atks of 
one of the millers, the uſe of that machine; and 
being told, that it was a windmill, obſerves with 
ſome concern, that as there was not the leaſt 
breath of wind, he could not have the pleaſure of 

| | feeing it turn round. Urged by this conſidera- 
tion, he puts himſelf into the attitude of a perſon 
wrapt in profound meditation; and having con- 
tinued a few ſeconds in this poſture, runs to the 
miller with great eagerneſs and joy, and telling 
him that he had found an expedient to make his 
mill work, very fairly unbuttons his breeches : 
then preſenting his poſteriors to the fails of the 
machine, certain exploſions are immediately 
heard, and the arms of the mill begin to turn 
round, to the infinite ſatis faction of the ſpectators, 
who approve the joke with loud peals of applauſe. 
Our travellers ſtayed a few days at the Hague, 
during which the young gentleman waited on the 
Britiſh ambaſſador, to whom he was recom- 
mended by his excellegcy at Paris, and loſt about 
thirty guineas at billiards to a French adventurer, 
who decoyed him into the ſnare by keeping up 
his game. Then they departed in a poſt-waggon 
for Amſterdam, being provided with letters of 
introduction to an Engliſh merchant reſiding in 
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that city, under whoſe auſpices my viſited every 
thing worth ſeeiny, and among ot 

went to ſee a Dutch tragedy acted; an center» 
tainment which, of all others, had the ſtrangeſt 
effect upon the organs of our hero; the dreſs of 
their chief perſonages was fo antick, their man- 
ner ſo aukwardly abſurd, and their language ſo 
ridiculouſly unfit for conveying the ſentiments of 
love and honor, that Peregrine's nerves were diu- 
retically affected with the complicated abſurdity, 
and he was compelled to withdraw twenty times 
before the cataſtrophe of the piece. 

The ſubject of this performance was the fa- 
mous ſtory of Scipio's continence and virtue, in 
reſtoting the fair captive to her lover. The young 
Roman hero was repreſented by a broad-faced Ba- 
tavian, in a burgo maſter's gown and a fur cap, 
ſitting ſmoking his pipe at a table furniſhed with 
a cann of beer, a drinking-glaſs, and a plate of 
tobacco: the lady was ſuch a perſon as Scipio 
might very well be ſuppoſed to give away, with- 
out any great effort of generoſity, and indeed 
the Celtiberian prince ſeemed to he of that opi- 
nion; for, upon receiving her from the hand of 
the victor, he diſcovered none of thoſe tranſports 
of gratitude and joy which Livy deſcribes in 
recounting this event. The Dutch Scipio, 
however, was complaiſant enough in his way ; 
for he defired her to fit at his right kand, by the 
appcllation of Ta frow, and with his own fingers 
filing a clean pipe, preſented it to Mynheer 
Allucio the lover. The reſt of the economy of 


the piece was in the ſame taſte; which was ſo 


agreeable to the audience, that they ſeemed to 
have ſhaken off their natural phlegm, in order 
to applaud the performance. 

From the play our company adjourned to the 
houſe of their friend, where they ſpent the even- 
ing; and the converſation turning upon poetry, 
a Dutchman who was preſent, and underſtood 
the Engliſh language, having liſtened very at:en- 
tively to the ditcourte, lifted up with buths hands 
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the greateſt part of a Cheſhire cheeſe that lay up- 
on the table, ſaying, I do know vat is boetrie, 


Mine brotre be a great boet, and ave vrought a 


book as dick as all dat.” Pickle, diverted with 


this method of eſtimating an author according to 


the quantity of his works, inquired about the 
ſubjects of the bard's writings; but of theſe his 
brother could give no account, or other infor- 
mation, but that there was little market for the 
commodity, which hung heavy upon his hands, 
and induced him to with he had applied himfelf 
to another trade. 

The ouly remarkable ſcene in Amſterdam, 
which our company had not ſeen, was the Spuyl 
or muſic-houſes, which, by the connivance of 
the magiſtrates, are maintained for the recreation 
of thoſe who might attempt the chaſtity of cre- 
ditable women, if they were not provided with 
ſuch conveniencies. To one of theſe night- 


houſes did our travellers repair, under the con- 


duct of the Engliſh merchant, and were intro- 
duced into ſuch another place as the ever memo- 
rable coffee-houſe of Moll King; with this dif- 
ference, that the company here were not fo riot- 
ous as the Bucks of Covent-Garden, but formed 
themſelves into a circle, within which ſome of 
the number daaced to the mulick of a ſcurvy or- 
gan and a few other inſtruments, that uttered 
tunes very ſuitable to the diſpoſition of the hear- 
ers, while the whole apartment was ſhrouded 
with clouds of ſmoke impervious to the view. 
When our gentleman entered, the floor was oc- 
cupied by two females and their gallants, who, 
in the performance of their exereiſe, lifted their 
legs like fo many oxen at plough; and the pipe of 
one of theſe hoppers happening to be exauited, 
in the midſt of his ſaraband, he very deliberately 
drew forth his tobacco-box, filling and lighting 
it again, without any interruption to the dance. 
Peregrine being unchecked by- the preſence of 


his governor, Who was too tender of his own re- 


putation to attend them in this expeciciva, made 
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up to a ſprightly French girl that fat in ſeming 
expectation of a cuſtomer, and prevathonz upon 
her to be his partner, led her into the le. and, 
in his turn, took the opportunity of Jsncrng à 
minuet, to the admiration of all preteat. He in- 
tended to have exhibited another ſpecimen of his 
ability in this art, when a captain of a Dutch man 
of war chancing to come in, and ſeeing a ſtranger 
engaged with the lady whom, it -eems, he had 
beipoke for his bedfeliow, he advanced, without 
any ceremony, and ſeizing her by the arm, pull'd 
her to the other ſide of the room. Our advens 
turer, who was not a man to put up with ſuch a 
brutal affront, followed the ravither with indig- 
nation in his eyes ; and puſhing him on one fide, 
retook the ſubject of their conteſt, and led her 
back to the place from whence ſhe had been 
dragged. The Dutchman, enraged at the youth's 
preſumption, obeyed the firſt dictates of his cho- 
ler, and lent his rival a hearty box on the ear; 
which was immediately repaid with intereſt, be- 
fore our hero could recolle& himſelf ſufficiently to 
lay his hand upon his ſword, and beckon the ag- 
greſſor to the door. . 
Notwithſtanding the confuſion and diſorder 


which this affair produced in the room, and the 


endeavours of Pickle's company, who 1aterpoſed, 
in order to prevent bloodſhed, the antagoniſts 
reached the ſtreet; and Peregrine drawing, was 
ſurpriſed to ſee the captain advance againſt him 
with a long knife, which he preferred to the 
ſword that hung by his fide. The youth con- 
founded at this prepoſterous behaviour, deſired 
him, in the French tongue, to lay aſide that vul- 
gar implement, and.approach like a gentleman 2 
but the Hollander, who neither underſtood the 
propoſal, nor would have complied with his de- 
mand had he been made acquainted with his 
meaning, ruſhed forward like a deſperado, before 
his adverſary could put himſelf on his guard; and 
if the young gentleman had not been endued 
With ſurpriſing agility, his noſe would have fallen 
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à ſacrifice to the fury of the aſſailant. Finding 
himſelf in ſuch imminent jeopardy, he leaped to 
one ſide, and the Dutchman paſling him, in the 
force of his career, he with one nimble kick made 
ſuch application ro his enemy's heels, that he flew 
Uke lightning into the canal, where he had al- 
moſt periſhed by pitching upon one of the poſts 
with which it was faced. 

Peregrine having performed this exploit, did 
not ſtay for the captain's coming on ſhore, but 
retreated with all diſpateh, by the advice of his 
conductor; and next day embarked, with his 
companions, 4a the Skuyt, for Haarlem, where 
they dined, and in tbe evening arrived at the 
ancient city of Leyden, where they met with ſume 
Engliſh ſtudents, who treated them with great 
boſpitality. Not but that the barmony of the 
converſation was that ſame night interrupted by 
a diſpute that aroſe between one of thoſe young 
gentlemen and the phyſician, about the dla and 


dot methods of preſcription in the gout and rheu- 


matiſm; and proceeded to ſuch a degree of mu- 


- tual reviling, that Pickle, aſhamed and incenſed 


at his fellow-traveller's want of urbanity, eſpou- 
ſed the other's cauſe, and openly rebuked him for 
his unmannerly petulance, which (be ſaid) ren- 
dered him unfit for the purpoſes, and unworthy 


| . of the benefit of ſociety. This unexpected decla- 


ration overwhelmed the doctor with amazement 
and confuſion; he was inſtantaneouſly deprived 
of his ſpeech, and during the remaining part of 
the partie, ſat in filent mortification. In all pro- 
bability he deliberated with himſelf, whether or 
not he ſhould expoſtulate with the young gentle» 
man on the freedom he had taken with his cha- 
racter in a company of ſtrangers ; but as he knew 
he had not a Pallet to deal with, he very prudent- 
ly ſuppreſſed that ſuggeſtion, and in fecret chewed 


the cud of reſentment. 


After they had viſited the phyſic garden, the 
univerſity, the anatomical ball, and every other 
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thing that was recommended to their view, they 
returned to Rotterdam, and held a conſultation 
upon the method of tranſporting themſelves to 
England. The doctor, whoſe grudge againſt Pe- 
regrine was rather inflamed than allayed by our 
hero's indifference and neglect, had tampered 
with the {ſimplicity of the painter, who was proud 
of his advances towards a perfect reconciliation 
and now took the opportunity of parting with 
our adventurer, by declaring that he and his 
friend Mr. Pallet were reſolved to take their paſ- 
ſage in a trading floop, after he hal heard Peres 
grine object againſt that tedious, difagreeable, 
and uncertain method of conveyance. Pickle 
immediately ſaw his intention; and, without 
uſing the leaſt- argument to diſſuade them from 
their deſign, or expreſſing the ſmalleſt degree of 
concern at their ſeparation, very coolly withed 
them a proſperous voyage, and ordered hi bage 
gage to he ſent to Helvoettluys. here he him- 
felf, and his retinue, went on board of the pac- 
quet next day, and, by the favour of a fair wind, 
in eighteen hours arrived at Harwich, | 


G:: H Pc: VS 
Peregrine delivers his letters of recommendetinn at 
London, and returns to the garriſon, to the un- 
ſpeakable joy of the commodore and bis whole fas 


mily. 


N. that our hero found himſelf on Engliſh | ? 2 


ground, his heart dilated with the proud 
recollection of his own improvement fince he lett 
his native ſoil. 
eſting ideas of his tender years ; he enjoyed by 
anticipation, the pleaſure of ſeeing his friends in 
the garriſon, after an abſence of eightecn months; 
and the image of his charming Emily, whieh other 
leſs worthy conſilerations bad deprelled, reſumed 
the full poſſeſſion of his breaſt. He remembered, 
with Hame, that he had neglected the corretpon- 
dence with her brother, which he bimſelf had 19+ 


He began to recognize th inter- 4 


= y oy a 


* 


„ 


* 


FE» Nor 


9 e 15 


F * 0 « Sa 
lee Fe 
Th nd 1 1 o 


r 
1 1 
LP AK; SE 

* * a 
MA ; 


5 


z06 THE ADVENTURES OF 


licited, and in conſequence of which he had 
received a letter from that young gentleman 
while he lived at Paris. In ſpite of theſe con- 
ſcientious reflections, he was too ſelf ſufficient 
to think he ſhould find any difficulty in ob- 
tataing forgiveneſs for ſuch ſins of omiſſion ; 
and began to imagine, that his paſſion would be 
prejudicial to the dignity of his ſit uat ion, if it 
could not be gratified upon terms which formerly 
his imagination durſt not conceive. 
Sorry I am, that the taſk I have undertaken, 
Jays me under the neceſlity of divulging this de- 
generacy in the ſentiments of our imperious youth 
who was now in the heyday of his blood, fluſhed 
with the conſeiouſneſs of his own qualifications, 
vain of his fortune, and elated on the wings of 
imaginary expectation. Though he was deeply 
enamoured of Miſs Gauntlet, he was far from 
propoſing her heart as the ultimate aim of his 
gallantry, which (he did not doubt) would tri- 
umph over the moſt illuſtrious females of the land, 
and at once regale his appetite and ambition. 
Mean while, being willing to make his appear- 
ance at the garriſon equally ſurprizing and agree- 
able, he cautioned Mr. Jolter againſt writing to 
the commodore, who had not heard of them fince 
their departure from Paris, and hired a poſt- 
chaiſe and horfes' for London. The governor go- 
ing out to give orders about the carriage, inad- 
, z-#xatly left a paper book open upon the table; 
aud his pupil caſting his eyes upon the page, 
chanced to read theſe words: © Sept. 15. Arrived 
in ſafety, by the bleſſing of God, in this unhappy 
kingdom of England. And thus concludes the 
journal of my Jaſt peregrination.“ Peregrine's 
curioſity being inflamed by this extraordinary 
concluſion, he turned to the beginning, and pe- 
ruſed - ſeveral ſheets of a diary, ſuch as is com- 
monly kept by that claſs of people known by the 
denomination of travelling governors, for the ſa- 
tisſaction of themſelves and the parents or guar- 
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dians of their pupils, and for the edification and 
entertainment of their friends. | 

That the reader may have a clear idea of Mr, 
Jolter's performance, we ſhall tranſcribe the 
tranſactions of one day, as he had recorded them; 
and that abſtract will be a ſufficient ſpecimen of 


the whole plan and execution of the work. 


« May 3. At eight o'clock ſet out from Bou- 
logne in a poſt-chaiſe: the morning hazy and 
cold. Fortified my ſtomach with a cordial. Re- 
commended ditto to Mr. P. as an antidote againſt 
the fog. Mem. He refuſed it. The hither horſe 
greaſed in the off-paſtern of the hind leg. Arrive 
at Samers. Mem. This laſt was a poſt and a half, 
i. e. three leagues, or nine Englith miles. The 
day clears up. A fine champaign country, 
well ſtored with corn. The poſtillion ſays his 
prayers in paſſing by a wooden crucihx upon the 
road. Mem, The horſes ſtaled in a ſmall brook 
that runs in a bottom, betwixt two hills. Arrive 
at Cormont. A common poſt. A diſpute with 
my pupil, who 1s obſtinate, and ſwayed by an 


unlucky prejudice. Proceed to Montreuil, where 


we dine on choice pigeons. A very moderate 
charge. No chamber-pot in the room, owing to 
the negligence of the maid. This is ax ordinary 


poſt. Set out again for Nampont. Troubled 
with flatulences and indigeſtion. Mr. P. is ſul- 


len, and ſeems to miſtake an eructation for the 
breaking of wind backwards. From Nampont 
depart for Bernay, at which place we arrive in 


Mr. P. about giving money to the ſervant: he 


inſifts upon my giving a twenty-four ſol piece; 


which is too much by two-thirds, in all con- 


8 | 
* 


4 


the evening, and propoſe to (tay all night. N. B. 
The two laſt are double poſts, and our cattle 
very willing though not ſtrong. Sup on a deli- | 
cate ragout and excellent partridges, in company, bi 
with Mr. H. and his ſpouſe. Mem. The faid H. 
trod upon my corn by miſtake. Diſcharge the 
bill, which is not very reaſonable. Diſpute with 
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ſcience. N. B. She was a pert baggage, and did 
not deſerve a liard.” 55 25 | 
Our hero was ſo much diſobliged with certain 


circumſtances of this amuſing and inſtructing . 


journal, that,' by way of puniſhing the author, 


he interlined theſe words betwixt two paragraphs 


in a manner that exactly reſembled the tutor's 
hand-writing : ** Mem. Had the pleaſure of 
drinking mytelf into a ſweet intoxication, by toaſt- 
ing our lawful king, and his royal-family, amon 

ſome worthy Englith fathers of the ſociety of 


Jens 


Having taken this revenge, he ſet out for 
London, where he waited upon thoſe noblemen 
to whom he had letters of recommendation from 
Paris : and was not only graciouſly received, but 


even loaded with careſſes and proffers of ſervice, 
- becauſe they underſtuod he was a young gentle- 


man of fortune, who, far from ſtanding in need 
of their countenance or afliſtance, would make 
an uſeful and creditable addition to the number 
of their adherents. He had the honour of dining 
at their tables, in conſequence of preſſing invi- 
tations, and of.ipending ſeveral evenings with the 
Jadies, to whom he was particularly agreeable, on 
account of his perſon, addreſs, and bleeding free- 
ly at play. 

Being thus initiated in the beau monde, he 
thought it wts high time to pay his reſpects to his 
generous benefactor the commodore; and aces 
cordingly departed one morning, with his train, 
For the garriſon, at which he arrived in ſafety the 
lame night. When he entered the gate, which 
was opened by a new ſervant that did not know 
him, he found his old friend Hatchway ſtalking 
in the yard, with a night-cap on his head, and a 

ipe in his mouth; and advancing to him, took 
Bim by the hand before he had any intimation of 


his approach. The lieutenant, thus ſaluted by a 


ſtranger, ſtared at him in filent aſtoniſhment, 


till he recollected his features, which were no 
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ſooner known, than daſhing the pipe upon the 
pavement, he exclaimed, ** Smite my crots-trees |! 
th art welcome to port; and hugged him in his 
arms with gicat affection. He then, by a cordial 
ſqueeze, expreſſed his ſatis faction at ſeeing his 
old ſhip-mate Tom, who applying his whiſtle to 
his mouth, the whole caſtle echoed with his per- 
formance. 
The ſervants hearing the well-known ſound, 
>. poured out in a tumult of joy; and underſtand- 
ing that their young maſter was returned, raiſed 
ſuch a peal of acclamation, as aſtoniſhed the 
commodore and his lady, and inſpired Julia with 
ſuch an intereſting preſage, that her heart began 
to throb with violence. Running out in the hur- 
ry. and perturbation of her hope, ſhe was ſo much 
overwhelmed at fight of her brother, that ſhe 
actually fainted in his arms. But from this trance 
ſhe ſoon awaked ; and Peregrine having teſtified 
his pleaſure and affection, went up ſtairs, and 
preſenicd himſelf before his godfather and aunt. 
Mrs. Trunnion rofe and received him with a gra- 
cious embrace, bleſſing God for his happy return 
from a land of impiety and vice, in which ſhe 
hoped his morals had not been corrupted, nor his 
principles of religion altered or impaired. The old 
gentleman being confined to his chair, was ſtruck 
dumb with pleaſure at his appearance; and having 
made divers ineſtectual efforts to get up. at length 
diſcharged a volley of curies againſt his own limbs, 
and held out his hand to his godſon, who killed it 
with great reſpect. | 
After he had finiſhed his apoſtrophe to the 
gout, which was the daily and hourly ſubject of 
his execrations, &* Well, 
care not how ſoon 1 go to bottom, now | bchold 
thee - ſafe in harbour again: and yet, I tell a 
damn'd lye : I would I could kcep efloat, until I 
ſhould ſee a luſty boy of thy begetting. Odds 
my timbers ! I love thee ſo well, that I believe 
thou art the ſpawn of my own body; though I 
can give no account of thy being put upon the 


my lad (faid he), I. 


n 
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ſtocks.” Then turning his eye upon Pipes, who 
by this time had penetrated into his apartment, 


and addreſſed him with the uſual ſalutation of 
„What cheer?” © Ahey: (cried he) are you 


there, you herring-faced fon of a ſea calf? What 
a ſlippery trick you played your old commander 


But come, you dog, there's my fiſt; I forgive 


you for. the love you bear to my godſon. Go 


man your "tackle, and hoiſt a caſłk of ſtrong 


beer into the yard, knock out the bung, and pur, 
a pump in it, for the uſe of all my ſervants and 
neighbours : and d'ye hear, let the patereroes be 
fired, and the garriſon illuminated, as rejoicings 
for the ſafe arrival of your maſter. By the Lord; 
if I had the uſe of theſe damned ſhambling 
ſhanks, I would dance a hornpipe with the belt 
of you.“ | 

The next object of his attention was Mr. Jolter, 
who was honoured with particular marks of dit- 
tinction, and the repeated promiſe of enjoying the 


living in his gift, as an acknowledgment of the 


care and diſcretion with which he had ſuperintend- 


ed the education and morals of our hero. The go- 


vernor was ſo affected by the generoſity of his pa- 
tron, that the tears ran down his cheeks, while 


be expreſſed his gratitude, and the infinite ſat is- 
faction he felt, in contemplating the accompliſh- 


ments of his pupil, 
Mean while, Pipes did not neglect the orders 
he had received: the beer was produced, the 


gates were thrown open for the admithon of all 


comers, the whole houſe was lighted up, and the 


patereroes were diſcharged in repeated vollies. 
Such phznomena could not fail to attract the 
notice of the neighbourhood. The club at Tun- 
ley's were aſtoniſhed at the report of the guns, 


which produced various conjectures among the 
members of that ſagacious ſociety. The landlord 
obſerved, that in all likelihood the commodore 


Was viſited by hobgoblins, and ordered the guns 


— 
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to be fired in token of diſtreſs, as he had acted 
twenty years before, when he was annoyed by 
the ſame grievance. The exciſeman, with a wag- 
gith ſncer, expreſſed his apprehenſion of Trunni- 
on's death, in conſequence of which, the pate- 
reroes might be diſcharged with an equivocal in- 
tent, either as ſignals of his lady's ſorrow or re- 
joicing. The attorney ſignified a ſuſpicion of 
Hatchway's being married to Miſs Pickle, and 
that the firing and illuminations were in honour 
of the nuptials : upon which Gamaliel diſcovered 
ſome faint ſigns of emotion, and taking the pipe 
from his mouth, gave it as his opinion, that his 
ſiſter was brought to bed. 3 

While they were thus bewildered in the maze 
of their own imaginations, a company of coun= 
trymen, who fat drinking in the kitchen, and 
whoſe legs were more ready than their invention, 
ſallied out to know the meaning of theſe exhi- 
bitions. Underſtanding that there was a butt of 
ſtrong beer abroach in the yaid, to which they 
were invited by the ſervants, ſaved themſclves the 


troubte and expence of returning to ſpend the 


evening at the public houſe, and liſted themſelves 
under the banner of Tom Pipes, who preſided as 
director of this feſtival. | 

The news of Peregrine's return being com- 
municated to the pariſh, the parſon, and three 
or four neighbouring gentlemen, who were well- 
withers to our hero, immediately repaired to the 
garriſon in order to pay their compliments on this 


it happy event, and were detained to ſupper. An 


elegant entertainment was prepared by the di- 
rection of Miſs July, who was an excellent 
houſewife ; and the commodore was fo invigo— 
rated with joy, that he ſeemed to have renewed 
his age. 

Among thoſe who honoured the occaſion with 
F his preſence was Mr. Clover, the young gentle- 
man that made his addreſles to Peregrine's ſiſter. 
His heart was fo big with his paſſion, that while 
the reſt of the company were engroſſed by their 
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cups, he ſeized an opportunity of our hero's be- 
ing detached from the converiation, and in the 
impatience of his love, conjured him to conſent 
to his happineſs ; proteſting, that he would com- 
ply with any terms of ſettlement that a man of 
his fortune could embrace, in favour of a young 
lady who was abſolute miſtreſs of his affection. 
Our youth thanked him very politely for his 
favourable ſentiments and honourable intention 
towards his ſiſter, and told him, that at preſent, 
he ſaw no reaſon to obſtruct his defire; that he: 
would confult Julia's own inclinations, and 
confer with him about the means of gratiſying 
his with : but in the mean time begged to be 
excuſed from diſcuſſing any point of ſuch impor- 
tance to them both: Reminding him of the jo- 
vial purpoſe on which they were e happily met, he 
promoted ſuch a quick circulation of the bottle, 
that their mirth grew noiſy and obſtreperous; 
they broke forth into repeated peals of laughter, 
without any previous incitement, except that of 
claret. Theſe exploſions were ſucceeded by Bac- 
chanalian ſongs, in which the old gentleman 
himſelf attempted to bear a ſhare; the ſedate 
governor ſnapped time with his fingers, and the 
pariſh prieſt aſſiſted in the chorus with a moſt 
expreſſive nakedneſs of countenance. Before 
midnight, they were almoſt all pinued to their 
chairs, as if they had been fixed by the power 
of inchas ent; and what rendered the con- 
finement ſtill more unfortunate, every ſervant 
in the houte was in tne ſame ſituation 3 ſo that 
they were fain to take their repoſe as they ſat, 
and nodded at each other hke a congregation of 
anabaptiſts. 

Next day, Peregrine communed with his ſiſter 
on the ſubje& ot her match with Mr. Clover, 
who (the told him) had offered to ſettle a jointure 
of four hundred pounds, and take her to wife, 
without any expectation of a dowry. She, 
- moreover, gave him to underſtand, that in his 
abſence ſhe had received ſeveral meſſages trom 
her mother, commanding her to return to her 


_ Eg. 


PEREGRINE PICKLE, 173 


de- father's houſe; but that ſhe had refuſed to obey 
he theſe orders, by the advice and injunction of her 
-nt aunt and the commodore, which were indeed ſe- 
m- conded by her own inclination ; becauſe ſhe had 
of all the reaſon in the world to believe, that her 
ag mother only wanted an opportunity of treating 
her with ſeverity and rancour. The reſentment 
is of that lady had been carried to ſuch indecent 
on lengths, that ſeeing her daughter at church one 
nt, 4 day, ſhe roſe up, before the parſon entered, and 
1e: reviled her with great bitterneſs, in the ſace of 
d the whole congregation. 
= 
— N . L6H, | | 
[= Sees his ſiſter happily married. Viſits Emilia, who 
” receives him according to his deſerts. 
e 
, E R brother being of opinion, that Mr. 
; Clover's propoſal was not to be neglected 
5 eſpecially as Julia's heat was engaged in his fa- 
f AF vour, communicated the affair to his uncle, who, 
. with the approbation of Mrs. Trunnion, declared 
' himſelf well jatisfied with the young man's ad- 
dreſſes, and defired that they might be buckled 
; with all expedition, without the knowledge or 


concurrence of her parents, to whom (on ac- 
6 count of their unnatural barbarity) the was not 
bound to pay the leaſt regard. Though our ad- 
venturer entertained the ſame ſentiments of the 
matter, and the lover dreading ſome obſtruction, 
earneſtly begged the immediate condeſcenſion of 
his miſtreſs, the could not be prevailed upon to 
take ſuch a material ſtep, without having firſt 
ſolicited the permiſſion of her father, rcfolved, 
nevertheleſs, to comply with the dictates of her 
own heart, ſhould his objections be frivolous or 
unjuſt. | | 

Urged by this determination, her admirer 
waited upon Mr. Gamaliel at the publick-houſe, 
and with the appearance of great deference and 
reipect, made him acquainted with his affection 
for his daughter, communicated the particulars 
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of his fortune, with the terms of ſettlement he 


was ready to make; and in concluſion told him, 


that he would marry her without a portion. 
This laſt offer ſeemed to have ſome weight with 
the father, who received it with civility, and 


promifed in a day or two, to favour him with a | 
final anſwer to his demand. He, accordingly, 


that {ame evening conſulted his wife, who being 
exaſperated at the proſpect of her daughter's in- 
dependency, argued with the moſt virulent ex; 
poſtulation againſt the match, as an impudent 


tcheme of her own planning, with a view of in- 
| [. 


ſatling her parents, towards whom ſhe had al- 
ready been guilty of the moſt vicious difobedicnce, 
In ſhort, ſhe uſed ſuch remonſtrances, as not 
only averted this weak huſband's inclination from 
the propoſal which he had reliſhed before, but 
even inſtigated him to apply for a warrant to ap- 
prehend his daughter, on the ſuppoſition that ſhe 
was about to beſtow herſelf in marriage without 
his privity or conſent. 

The juſtice of peace to whom this application 
was made, though he could no: refuſe the order, 
yet, being no ſteanger to the malevolence of the 
mother, which, together with Gamaliel's ſim- 
plicity, was notorious in the county, he ſent an 
intimation of what had happened to the garriſon ; 
upon which a couple of centinels -were placed 
on the gate, and at the preſſing ſolicitation of the 
lover, as well as the defire of the commodore, 
her brother and annt, Julia was wedded without 
further delay; the ceremony being performed by 
Mr. Jolter, becauſe the pariſh-pricit prudently 
declined any occaſion of giving offence, and the 
curate was too much in the intereſt of their ene- 
mies to be employed in that office. | 

This domeſtic concern being ſertled to the fa- 
tisfaction of our hero, he eſcorted her next day 
to the houſe of her huſband, who immediately 
wrote a letter to her father, declaring his reaſons 
for having thus ſuperceded his authority; and 
Mrs. Pickle's mortification was unſpcakable. 
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That the new-married couple might-be guarded 
againſt all infult, our young gentleman and his 


friend Hatchway, with their adherents, lodged 


in Mr. Cluver's houie for ſome weeks; during 


which they viſited their acquaintance in the 


neighbourhood. according to cuſtom. When the 
tranquillity of their family was perfectly eſta- 
bliſned, and the contract of marriage executed in 
the preſence of the old commodore and his lady, 


wlio gave her nicce five hundred pounds to pur- 


chaſe jewels and cloaths, Mr. Peregrine could no 
longer reſtrain his impatience to fee his dear 
Emily; and told his uncle, that next day he pro- 
poſed to ride acroſs the country, in order to viſit 
his friend Gauntlet, whom he had not heard of 
a long time. | | | | 

The old gentleman, looking ſtedfaſtly in his 
face, © Ah! damn your cunning! (ſaid he) I 
find the anchor holds faſt : I did ſuppoſe as how 
you would have flipt your cable, and changed 
your birth; but, | ſee, when a young fellow 1s 
onee brought up by a pretty wench, he may man 
his capſtans and viol block, if he wool; but he'll 
as ſoon heave up the Pike of Teneriff, as bring 
his anchor aweigh ! Odds hearthkins! had L 
known the young woman was Ned Gauntlet's 
daughter, | ſhouldn't have thrown out ſignal for 
leaving off chace.” 

Our adventurer was not a little ſurpriſed to 
hear the commodore talk in this ſtile; and im- 


mediately conjectured, that his friend Godfrey 


had informed him of the whole affair. Inſtead 
of liſtening to this approbation of his flame, with 
thoſe tranſports of joy which he would have felt, 
had he retained his former ſentiments, he was 
chagrined at Trunnion's declaration, and offend- 
ed at the preſumption of the voung ſoldier, in 
preſuming to diſcloſe the ſecret with which he 
had intruſted him. Reddening with theſe re- 
feftions, he aſſufſed the commodore, that he never 
had ſerious thoughts of matrimony: ſo that if 
any perſon had told him he was under any en- 
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gagement of that kind, he had abuſed his ear; 
tor he proteſted, that he would never contra 4 
ſuch attachments, without his knowledge and] 

expreſs permiſſion. 135 | 

Trunion commended him for his prudent re- 
ſolution, and obſerved, that though no perſon 
mentioned to him what promiſes had paſſed be- 
twixt him and his ſweetheart, it was very plain 
that he had made love to her; and therefore, it 
was to be ſuppoſed, that his intentions were ho- 
nourable : for he could not believe he was ſuch a a 
rogue in his heart, as to endeavour to debauch 
the daughter of a brave officer, who had ſerved |} 
his country with credit and reputation. Not- 
withſtanding this remonſtrance, which Pickle 
imputed tv the commodore's ignorance of the 
world, he fet out for: the habitation of Mrs. 
Gauntlet, with the unjuſtifiable ſentiments of-a 
man of pleaſure, who ſacrifices every confidera- |} \ 
tion to the deſire of his ruling appetite ; and as 
Wincheſter lay in his way, reſolved to viſit ſome 2 
of his friends who lived in that place. It was in 
the houſe of one of theſe, that he was informed 
of Emilia's being then in town with her mother; 
upon which, he excuſed himſelf from ſtaying to 
drink tea, and immediately repaired to their 
lodgings, according to the directions he had re- 
ceived. | | 7 

When he arrived at the door, inſtead of under- 
going that perrurbation of ſpirits, which a lover 
in his intereſting ſituation might be ſuppoſed to 
feel, he ſullered no emotion but that of vanity and 
pride, favoured with an opportunity of ſelt. grati- 
fication, and entered his Emilia's apartment with 
the air of a conceited petit-maitre, rather than 
that of the reſpectful admirer, when he viſits the 
object of his paſſion, aſter an abſence of ſeven- 
teen months. 

The young lady having been very much dif- 
obliged at his mortifying neglect of her brother's 
letter, had ſummoned al! her own pride and re- 
ſolution to her aid; and by means of a happy diſ- 
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s ear; [poſition fo far overcame her chagrin at his in- 
ntrac Mdifterence, that ſhe was able to behave in his pre- 
e and ſence with apparent tranquillity and eaſe. She 

was even pleaſed to find, he had by accident 


nt re- choſen a time for his viſit, when ſhe was fur- 
2erſon rounded by two or three young gentlemen, who 
d be- profeſſed themſclves her admirers. Our gallant 
Plain was no ſooner announced, than ſhe collected all 


re, it her coquetry, put on the gayeſt air ſhe could af- 
e ho- ſume, and contrived to giggle juſt as he appeared 
ich a at the room door. The compliments of ſaluta— 
auch tion being performed, the welcomed him to Eny- 
rved land in a careleſs manner, aſked the news of 


Not- Paris, and, before he could make any reply, de- 
ckle | fired one of the other gentlemen to proceed with 
the the ſequel of that comical adventure, in the re- 
Mrs. lation of which he had been interrupted. 
of. a Peregrine ſmiled within himſelf, at this beha- 
era- | viour, which (without all doubt) he believed ſhe 
| as had affected to puniſh him for his unkind ſilence, 
me while he was abroad; before fully perſuaded that 
in her heart was abſolutely at his devoticn. On 
1ed this ſuppoſition, he practiſed his Pariſian improve- 
er; ments on the art of converſation, and uttered a 
to thouſand prettineſſes in the way of compliment, 
eir with ſuch incredible rotation of tongue, that his 
e- rivals were ſtruck dumb with aſtoniſhment ; and 
| Emilia fretted out of all temper, at ſeeing her- 
T- ſclf deprived of the prerogative of the ſex. He 
er perſiſted, however, in this ſurpriſing loquacity, 
0 until the reſt of the company thought proper to 
d withdraw, and then contracted his diſcourſe into 
[= the focus of love, which now put on a very dif- 
1 ferent appearance from that which it had for- 
1 merly worn. Inſtead of that awful veneration 
: which her preſence uſed to inſpire, that chaſtity 


of ſentiment and delicacy of expreſſion, he now 
gazed upon her with the eyes of a libertine, he 
glowed with the impatience of defire, talked in 
a ſtrain that barely kept within the bounds of 
decency, and attempted to ſnatch ſuch favours 
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as ſhe, in the tenderneſs of mutual acknowledges 
ment, had once vouchſaſed to beſtow. 

Grieved and offended as ſhe was, at this pal- 
pable alteration in his carriage, fhe diſdained to IHe 
remind him of his former deportment, and with a 
diſſembled good humour, rallied bim on the U 
2 he had made in gallantry and addreſs: tt 

ut far from ſubmitting to the liberties he would P 
have taken, ſhe kept her perſon ſacred from his f 
touch, and would not even ſuffer him to ravith 7 
a kiſs of her fair hand: ſo that he reaped no 
other advantage from the exerciſe of his talents, ] 
during this interview, which laſted a whole hour, 
than that of knowing he had over rated his own II o 

importance; and that Emily's heart was not a tur 
garriſon likely to ſarrender at diſcretion. ven 

At length his addreſſes were interrupted by fat 
the arrival of the mother, who had gone abroad be 
to viſit by herſelf; and the converſation becom- [mc 
ing more general, he underſtood that Gudfiey | 


was at London, ſoliciting for a heatenancy that |}eo 
had fallen vacant in the regiment to which he be- I! 
longed ; and that Miſs Sophy was at home with [ne 
her father. | | he 
Though our adventurer had not met with all [ov 
the ſueceſs he expected by his firſt viſit, he did ne 
not deſpair of reducing the fortreſs, believing that t 
in time there would be a mutiny in his favour; w 
and accordingly carried on the ftege for ſeveral th 
days, without profiting by his perſeverance ; till 
at length, having attended the ladies to their own h. 


houſe in the country, he began to look upon wn} 
this adventure as time miſpent, and reſolved to 2 


"oy 
diſcontinue his attack, in hopes of meeting with Iy 
a more favourable occaſion; being, in the mean t] 
time, ambitious of diſplaying in an higher ſphere, 2. 
thoſe qualitications which his vanity told him, * 


were at preſent miſapplied. 
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C: HH. A Fo LXVIII. 

He attends his uncle with great affection, during 
a fi: of illneſs. Sets out again for London; meets 
with his friend Godfrey, who is prevailed upon 
to accompany him to Bath; on the road to which 
place they chance to dine with a perſon, who enter 
tains them with a curious account of a certain com- 
pany of adventurers. | 


Us determined, he took leave of Emilia 
- and her mother, on pretence of going to 
London upon ſome urgent buſineſs, and re- 
turned to the garriſon, leaving the good old lady 


very much concerned, and the daughter incenſed 


at his behaviour which was the more unexpected, 
becavſe Godfrey bad told them, that the com- 
modore approved of his nephew's paſſion. 

Our adventurer found his uncle fo ill of the 
gout, which, for the fiiſt time, had taken poſ- 
ictHhon of his ftomech, that his life was in immi— 


nent danger, and the whole family in diſorder ! 


he therefore took the reins of government in his 
own hands, ſent for all the phyſicians in the 
neighbourhood, and attended him in perſon with 
the moſt affectionate care, during the whole tit, 
which laſted a tortnight, and then retired before 
the ſtrength of his conſtitution. | 

When the old gentleman recovered his health, 
he was fo penetrated with Peregrin'e behaviour, 
that he actually would have mace over to him 
iis whole fortune, and depended upon him for 
his own ſubſiſtence, had not. our youth oppoſed 
the execution of the deed with all his influence 
and might, and even perſuaded him to make a 
will, in which his friend Hatchway, and all his 
other adherents, were liberally remembered, and 
his aunt provided for, on her own terms. This 
[material point being ſettled, he, with his uncle's 
permiſſion, departed for London, after having 
ſeen the family-affairs eſtabliſhed under the di- 
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rection and adminiſtration of Mr. Jolter and the 
lieutenant : for, by this time, Mrs. Trunnio: 
was wholly occupied with her ſpiritual concerns 

On his firſt arrival at London, he ſent a card 
to the lodgings of Gauntlet, in conſequence of 
a direction from his mother; and that young 
gentleman waited on him next morning, though 
not with that alacrity of countenance and warmt], 
of friendſhip, which might have been expected 
from the intimacy of their former connexi91:, 
Nor was Peregrine himſelf actuated by the tame 
unreſerved affection for the ſoldier, which he 
had formerly entertained. Godfrey, over and 
above the offence he had taken at Pickle's omiſ- 
ſion in point of correſponding with him, had 
been informed, by a letter from his mother, of 
the youth's cavalier behaviour to Emilia, during 
his laſt reſidence at Wincheſter; and our young 
gentleman (as we have already obierved} was 
diſguſted at the ſuppoſed diſcovery which the ſol- 
dier had made, in his abſence, to the commo- 
dore. They perceived their mutual umbrage at 
mecting, and received each other with that ci— 
vility of reſerve, which commonly happens be- 
tween two perſons, when their friendſhip is in 
the wane. | 

Gauntlet at once divined the cauſe of the 
other's diſpleaſure; and in order to vindicate his 
own character, after the firſt compliments were 
paſſed, took the opportunity of inquiring after 
the health of the commodore, to tell Peregrine, 
that while he tarried at the garriſon, in his return 
from Dover, the ſubject of the converſation, one 
night, happening to turn on our hero's patiion, 
the old gentleman had expreſſed his concern 
about that affair; and, among other obſerva— 
tions, ſaid, he ſuppoſed the object of his love was 
ſome paultry hufly, whom he had picked up when 
he was a boy at ſchool. Upon which, Mr. 


- L * 
Hatchway aſlured him, that ſhe was a young | 


woman of as good a family as any in the county; 


and aſter having prepoſſeſſed him in her favour, 
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ventured (out of the zeal of his friendſhip) to 
tell who ſhe was: wherefore the difcovery was 
not to be imputed to any other cauſe : and he. 
hoped Mr. Pickle would acquit him of all thare 
in the tranſaction... 

Peregrine was very well pleaſed to be thus un- 
deceived; his countenance immediately cleared. 
up, the formality of his behaviour relaxed into 
his uſual familiarity; he aſked paxdon for his 
unmannerly neglect of Godtrey's letter, which, 
he proteſted, was not owing to any diiregard, or 


abatement of friendthip, but to a burry of youth- 


ful engagements, in conſequence of which, he 


had procraſtinated his anſwer from time to time, 


until he was ready to return in perſon. 

The young ſoldier was contented with this 
apology: and as Pickle's intention, with reſpect 
to his filter, was ſtill dubious and undeclared, he 
did not think it was incumbent upon him, as 
— to expreſs any reſentment on that ſcore: 

ut was wiſe enough to foreſee, that the re- 


newal of his intimacy. with our young gentleman, 


might be the meaus of reviving that flame which 
had been diffipated by a variety. of new. ideas. 
With thoſe ſentiments he. laid alide all reſerve, 
and their communication immediately reſumed its 
former channel... Peregrine made him acquainted 


with all the adventures in which he had been. 


engaged ſince their parting; and he, with the ſame 
confidence, related the remarkable. incidents of 
his own fate; among other things, giving him 
to underſtand, that upon obtaining a commiſſion 


in the army, the father of his dear Sophy, with 


out once inqui ing about the occaſion of his pro- 


motion, had not only favoured him with his 


countenance in a much greater degree than here- 


tofore, but alſo contributed his intereſt and even 


promiſed the aſſiſtange of his purſe, in procure 


ing for him alicutenancy, which he was then ſoll- 


citing with all his power; whereas, if he had 
not been enabled, by a moſt accidental piece of 


good fortune, to lift himſelf into. the ſphere of: 
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an officer, he had all the reaſon in the world to 
believe that this gentleman, and all the reſt of 
his wealthy relations, would have ſuffered him 
to languiſh in obſcurity and diſtreſ:; and, by 
turning his misfortune into reproach, made it al 
— for their own want of generoſity and friend- 

ip. 

Peregrine underſtanding the ſituat ion of his 
friend's affairs, would have accommodated him 
upon the inſtant, with a ſum to accelerate the} * 
paſſage of his commiſhon through the offices ; 
but, being too well acquainted with his ſerupu— 
lous diſpoſition to manifeſt his benevolence in 
that manner, he found means to introduce him- 
ſelf to one of the gentlemen of the war office, 
who was ſo well fatisfied with the arguments he 
uſed in behalf of his friend, that Godfrey's bu- 
fineſs was tranſacted in a very few days, though 
he himſcif knew nothing of his intereſt being 
thus reinforced. | 

By this time, the ſeaſon at Path was begun; 
and our hero, panting with the defire of diftin- 
guiſhing himſelf at that reſort of the faſhionable 
world, communicated his dehgn of going thither 
to his friend Godfrey, whom he importuned to 
accompany him in the excurſion : and leave of. 
abſence from his regiment beiag obtained, by 
the influence of Peregrine's new quality-friends, | 1 
the two companions departed from London in aa P 
. Poſt-chaiſe, attended, as uſual, by the valet de 9 
chambre and Pipes, who were become almoſt as 11 
neceſlary to our adventurer as any two of his 0 
own Organs. | tl 

At the inn, when they alighted for dinner, + 
Godfrey perceived a perſon walking by himſelf- t! 
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in the yard, with a very penſive air, and upon} 1 
obſerving him more narrowly, recognized him u 
to be a profeſſed gameſter, whom he had for- Aa! 


merly known at "Tunbridge. On the ſtrength} © 
of this acquaintance, he accoſted the peripatetic, e 
who knew him immediately; and in the ful- th 
neſs of his grief and vexation, told him, that he in 
was now on his return from Bath, where he had 
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been ſtripped by a company of ſharpers, who 
reſented that he ſhould preſume to trade upon his 

own bottom. 
Peregrine, who was extremely curious in his 
inquiries, imagining that he might learn ſome 
entertaining and uſeful anecdotes, From this artiſt, 
invited him to dinner, and was accordingly fully 
informed of all the political ſyſtems ar the Bath, 
He underſtood, that there was at London one 
great company of adventurers, who employed 
agents in all the different branches of impoſition 
throughout the whole kingdom of England, al- 
lowing theſe miniſters a cer tain proportion of the 
profits accruing from their induſtry and ſkill, 
and reſerving the greateſt ſhare for the benefit of 
the common ſtock, which was eg, e with 1 
the expence of fitting out individuals in their 3 
various purſuits, as w ellas with the of ſuſtained 
in the courſe of their adventures. Some, whoſe 
perſons and qualifications are by the company 
judged adequate to the taik, exert their talents _—_— 
in making love to ladies of fortune, being ac- ES 
commodated with money and accoutrements for _— 
that purpoſe, after having given their bonds pay- = 
able to one or other of the directors, on the day 
of marriage, for certain ſums, proportioned to 
the dowries they are to receive. Others, verſed 
in the doctrine of chances, and certain ſecret ex- 
pedients, frequent all thoſe places where games 
of hazaid are allowed; and ſuch as are maſters 
in the arts of billtards, tennis and bowls, are 
continually lying in wait, in all the ſcenes of 
theſe diverſions, for the ignorant and w 0 WAry, 
A fourth claſs attend horſe- races, being ſkilled in 
thoſe myſterious practices, by which the know- 
ing ones are taken in. Nor is this community 
unfurniſhed with thoſe who lay wanton wives 
and old rich widows under contribution, and 
extort money, by proſtituting themſelves to the 
embraces of their own ſex, and then threatening 
their admirers with proſecution. But their molt 
important returns arc made by that Bong, of their 
2 
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undertakers who exerciſe their underſtandings in 
the innumerable ſtratagems of the card-table, at 
which no ſharper can be too infamous to be re- 
ceived, and even careſſed by perſons of the higheſt 
rank and diſtinction. Among other articles of 
intelligence, our young gentleman learned, that 
thoſe agents, by whom their gueſt was broke, 
and expelled from Bath, had conſtituted a bank 
againſt all ſporters, and monoplized the advan- 
tage in all ſorts of play. He then told Gauntlet, 
that if he would put himſelf under his direction, 
he would return with them, and lay ſuch a 
ſcheme as would :nfailibly ruin the whole ſo- 
ciety at biiliards, as he knew ther Godfrey ex- 
cetled them all in his knowledge of that game. 

The ſoldier excuſed himſelf from engaging in 
any party of that kind; and after dinner the 
travellers parted; but, as the converſation be- 
tween the two friends turned upon the infor- 
mation they had reccived, Peregrine projected 
a plan for puniſhing thoſe villainous peſts of 
focicty, who prey upon their f{ellow-creatures 
and it was put in execution by Gauntlet, in 
this manner. 


F LXIX. 
Godfrey executes a ſcheme at Bath, by which 4 
whole compaiity of ſuarpers is ruined. 


N the evening after their arrival at Path, 

Godfrey who had kept himſelf up all day 
for that purpoſe, went in boots to the billiard- 
table; and two gentlemen being at play, began 
to bet with ſo little appearance of judgment, that 
one of the adventurers then preſent was inflamed 
with the deſire of profiting by his inexperience 
and when the table was vacant, invited hin to 
take a game for amuſement. The ſoldier, afium- 
ing the air of a ſelf-conccited dupe, anſwered, 
that he did not choute to throw away his time for 
nothing, but, if he pleaſed, would piddle for a 
crown a game. This declaration was very àgree- 
able to the other, who wanted to be further con- 
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their ſcheme ; while his opponent made a report 
of his ſucceſs to the brethren of the gang, who 
reſolved to be preſent at the deciſion of the match, 
with the view of taking advantage of the ſtranger's 
paſſionate diſpoſition. 

Aſſairs being thus concerted on both ſides, the 
players met, according to appointment, and the 
room was immediately filed with ſpectators, wha 
either came thither by accident, curioſity, or de- 
ſign. The match was fixed for one hundred pounds 
a game, the principals choſe their inſtruments, 
and laid aſide their coats, and one of the knights 
of the order proffered. to lay another hundred on 
the hcad of his aflociate. Godfrey took him up- 
on the inſtant. A fecond worthy of the ſame_ 
claſs, ſecing him ſo eager, challenged him to tre- 
ble the ſum; and his propoſal met with the ſame 
reception, to the aſtoniſhment of the company, 
whoſe expectation was raiſed to a very intereſting 
pitch. The game was begun, and the ſoldier 
Having loſt the ſirſt hazard, the odds were offered 
by the confederacy with great vociferation ; hat 
no body would run ſuch a riſk, in favour of a per- 
ſon who was utterly unknown. The ſharper hav- 
ing gained the ſecond alſo, the noiſe increaſed to 
a ſurpriſing clamoar, not only of the gang, but 
likewiſe of almoſt all the ſpectators, who deſi- 
red to lay two to one againſt the brother of 
Emilia, 

Peregrine, who was preſent, perceiving the cu- 
pidity of the aſſociation ſufficiently inflamed, all 
of a ſudden opened his mouth, and anſwered 
their betts, to the amount of twelve hundred 
pounds; which were immediately depoſited, on 
both ſides, in money and notes: to that this was 
(perhaps) the moſt important game that ever 
was played at billiards. Gauntlet ſeeing the 
agreement fettled, ſtruck his antagoniſt's ball into 
the pocket, in a twinkling, tho' it was in one of 
thoſe ſituations which arc ſuppoſed to he againſt 
the ſtriker, The betters were a little diſcompo- 
ſed at this event, for which, however, they con- 
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ſoled themſelves by imputing the ſucceſs to acci- 
dent; but when at the very next ſtroke, hc 
ſprung it over the table, their conntenances un- 
derwent an inſtantaneous diſtraction of feature, 
and they waited in the moſt dreadful ſuſpence, 
for the next hazard, which being likewiſe taken, 
with infinite eaſe, by the ſoldier, the blood for- 
ſook their cheeks, and the interjection Zouwunds ! 
pronounced with a look of conſternation, and in 
a tone of deſpair, proceeded from every mouth, 
at the ſame inſtant of time. They were over- 


whelmed with horror and aſtoniſhment at ſeeing 
three hazards taken in as many ſtrokes, from a. 


perſon of their friend's dexterity ; and threwdly 
ſuſpected, that the whole was a ſcheme precon- 
certed for their deſtruction : on this ſuppoſition, 


they changed the note, aad attempted to. edge 


for their own indemnification, by propoſing to 
lay the odds in favour of Gauntlet ; but fo much 
was the opinion of the company altered by that 


young gentleman's ſucceſs, that no body would 


venture to eſpouſe the cauſe of his competitor, 
who chancing to improve his game by the addi- 
tion of another lucky hit, diminiſhed the con- 
cern, and revived the hopes of his adherents. 


But this gleam of fortune did not long continue: 


Godfrey collected his whole art and capacity, and 
augmenting his ſcore to number ten, indulged 
himſelf with a view of the whole fraternity. The 
viſages of theſe profeflors had adopted different 
ſhades of complexion, at every hazard he had ta- 
ken; from their natural colour they had ſhifted 


into a ſallow hue ; from thence into pale; from 
pale into yellow, which degenerated into a ma- 
hogauy tint; and now they ſaw feventeen hun- 


dred pounds of their ſtock depending upon one 
ſingle ſtroke, they ſtood like ſo many ſwarthy 
Moors, jaundiced with terror and vexation, The 
fire which naturally glowed in the cheeks and 
noſe of the player, ſeemed utterly extinct, and 
his carbuncles exhibiced a livid appearance, as 
if a gangrene had already made ſome pope in 
+ 
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his face: his hand began to ſhake, and his whole 
frame was ſerzed with ſuch trepidation, that he 
was fain to ſwallow a bumper of brandy, in or- 
der to re-eſtabliſh the tranquillity of his nerves. 
This expedient, however, did not produce the 
deſired effect; for he aimed the ball at the lead 
with ſuch diſcompoſure, that it ſtruck on the 


wrong fide, and came off at an angle which di- 


rected it full in the middle hole. This fatal acct- 
dent was attended with an univerſal groan, as if 
the whole univerſe had gone to wreck : and not- 


-withſtanding that igri for which adventu- 


rers are ſo remarkable, this loſs made ſuch an im- 
preſſion upon them all, that each in particular 
manifeſted his chagrin, by the moſt violent emo- 
tions. One turned up his eyes to heaven, and 
-bit his ncther lip; another gnawed his fingers, 
while he ſtalked acroſs the room; a third 
blaſphemed with horrid imprecations; and he 
who played the party, ſneaked off, grinding his 
teeth rogether, with a look that baffles all de- 
ſcription, and as he croſſed the threſhold, ex- 
claiming, A damn'd bite, by G—d !” 

The victors, aſter having inſulted them, by 
aſking if they were diſpoſed for another chance, 
carried off their winning, with the appearance of 
great compoſure, though in their hearts ey 
were tranſported with unſpeakable joy; not ſo 
much on account of the booty they had gained, 


as in conſideration of havng ſo effectually deſtroy- 


ed ſuch a neſt of pernicious miſcreants. 

Peregrine believing, that now he had found an 
opportunity of ſerving his friend, without giving 
- offence to the delicacy of his honour, told him up- 
on their arrival at their lodgings, that fortune 
had at length enabled him to become in a manner 
independeut, or at leaſt make himſelf eaſy in his 
\ circumſtances, by purchaſing a company with the 
money he had won. So ſaying, he put his ſhare 
of the ſucceſs in Gauntlet's hand, as a ſum that 
of right belonged to him, and promiſed to write in 
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his behalf to a nobleman, who had intereſt enough 
to promote ſuch a quick riſe in the ſervice. 
Godfrey thanked him for his obliging intention, 
but abſolutely refuſed, with great loftineſs of 
demeanor, to appropriate to his own uſe any part 
of the money which Pickle had gained, and ſcem- 
ed affronted at the other's entertaining a ſenti- 
ment ſo unworthy of his character. He would 
not even accept in the way of loan, ſuch an addi- 
tion to his own ſtock, as would amount to the 


price of a company of foot; but expreſſed great 


confidence in the future exertion of that talent 
which had been bleſſed with ſuch a proſperous 
beginning. Our hero finding him thus obſtinate- 
ly deaf to the voice of his own intereſt, refolved 
to governhimſelf in his next endeavours of friend. 


ſhip, by his experience of this tickliſh punctilio; 


and, in the mean time, gave a handſome bene- 
faction to the hoſpital, out of theſe -firſt-fruits of 
the ſucceſs in play, and reſerved two hundred 
pounds for a ſet of diamond ear-rings and folt- 
taire, which he intended for a preſent to Miſs 
Emily, | 
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The two friends eclipſe all their c¹itorg in gallau- 


. / , 3 5 8 YL + "s ny — * 
try, and practiſe a pleaſant pre; & of revenge ups 
on the piyſicians of the place. 3; 


HE fame of their cxploit againſt the ſharpers, 

was immediately diffuſed through all com- 
panies at the Bath; ſo that when our adven- 
turers appeared in public they were pointed 
out by an hundred extended fingers, and con- 
ſidered as conſummate artiſts in ali the different 
ſpecics of finefle, which they would not fail to 
practiſe with the firſt opportunity, Nor was 
this opinion of their characters any obſtacle to 
their reception into the faſhionable parties in the 


place; but, on the contrary, ſuch a recommen- 


dation, which (as I have already hinted) never 
F 5 
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fails to operate for the advantage of the poſ- 
ſeilor. 

This firſt adventure, therefore, ſerved them as 
an introduction to the company at Bath, who 
were not a little ſurpriſed to find their expecta- 
tions bailed by the conduct of the two compa- 


nions; becauſe, far from engaging deeply at play, 


they rather ſhunned all occaſions of gaming, and 
directed their attention to gallantry, in which 
our hero ſhone unrivalled, His external qualiſica- 
tions, excluſive of any other mcrit, were ſtrong 
enough to captivate the common run of the fe- 
male ſex; and theſe reinforced with a ſprightli- 
neſs of converſation, and a moſt inſinuating ad- 
dreſs, became irreſiſtible, even by thoſe who were 
fortitied with pride, caution or indifference, 
But, among all the nymphs of this gay place, he 
did not meet with one object that diſputed the 
empire of his heart with Emilia, and therefore 
he divided his attachment according to the ſug- 
geſtions of vanity and whim; ſo that, before he 
pad reſided a fortnight at the Bath, he had ſet all 


the ladies by tl:e ears, and furniſhed all the hun- 


dred tongues of ſcandal with full employment. 
The ſplendor of his appearance excited the inqui- 


ries of envy, which, inſtead of diſcovering an 


circumſtance to his prejudice, was curſed wit 
the information of his being a young gentleman 


of a good family, and heir to an immenſe for- 


tune. 

The countenance of ſome of his quality- friends, 
who arrived at Bath, confirmed this picce of in- 
telligence: upon which his acquainiance was 
courted and cultivated with great aſſiduity; and 
he met with ſuch advances fram ſome of the fair 


fex, as rendered him extremely fortunate in his 


ainours, Nor was his friend Godfrey a ſtranger 

to favours of the ſame kind; his accompliſhments 

were exactly calculated for the meredian of fe- 

male taſte ; and with certain individuals of thar 

ſex, his muſcular frame, and the cobuſt connexion 

of his limbs, werejmore attractive than the deli- 
I 
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cate proportions of his companion. He accord- 
ingly reigned paramount among thoſe inamoratas 
who were turacd of thirty, without being under 
the neceſſity of proceeding by tedious addreſles; 
and was thought to have co-operated with the 
waters, in removing the ſterility of certain ladies, 
who had long undergone the reproach and diſguſt 
of their huſbands: while Peregrine ſet up his 


throne among thoſe who laboured under the 


diſeaſe of cehbacy, from the pert miſs of fiftcen, 
who, with a fluttering heart, toſſes her head, 
bridles up, and giggles involuntarily at fight of an 
handſome young man, to the ſtaid maiden of 
twenty-cight, who, with a demure aſpect, mora- 
lizes on the vanity of beauty, the folly of youth, 
and ſimplicity of woman, and expatiates on 
friendſhip, benevolence, and good ſenſe, in the 
ſtyle of a platonic philoſopher. 

In ſuch a diverſity of diſpoſitions, his conqueſts 
were attended with all the heart-burnings, ani- 
moſities and turmoils of jealouſy and ſpite. The 

ounger claſs took all opportunities of mortify- 
ing their ſeniors in public, by treating them with 
that indignity which (contrary to the pencral 
privilege of age) is by the conſent and connive 
ance of mankind, leveiled againſt thoſe who have 
the misfortune to come under the denomination 


of old maids; and theſe laſt rerorted their hoſtili- 


tics in the private machinations of ſlander, ſup- 
ported by experience and ſubtilty of invention. 
Not one day paſſed, in which ſome new ſtory did 
not circulate, to the prejudice of one or other of 
thoſe rivals. 

If our hero, in the long-room, chanced to quit 
one of the moraliſts, with whom he had been 
engaged in converſation, he was immediately 
accoſted by a number of the oppoſite faction, 
who, with ironical ſmiles, upbraided him with 
ctuelty to the poor lady he had left, exhorted 
him to have compaſſion on her ſufferings; and 
turning their eyes towards the abject of their 
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intereeſſion, broke forth into an univerſal peal of 
laughter. On the other hand, when Peregrine, 
in conſequence of having danced with one of the 
minors over-night, vilited her in the morning, 
the Platoniſts immediately laid hold on the occa- 
ſion, taſked their imaginations, aſlociated ideas, 


and with ſage inſinuations retailed a thoufand cir- 


cumſtances of the interview, which never had 
any foundation in truth. They obterved, that if 
girls ate determined to behave with ſuch indiſcre- 
tion, they muſt lay their accounts with incur— 


ring the cenſure of the world; that ſhe in qucſ- 


tion was old enough to act more circumipectly; 
and wondered that her mother would permit 
any young fellow to approach the chamber, while 
her daughter was naked in bed. As for the fer- 
vants peeping through the key-hole, to be ſure 
it was an unlucky accident; but people onght 
to be upon their guard againſt ſuch curiolity, 
and give their domeſtics no cauſe to employ their 
penetration. Theſe, and other ſuch reflections, 
were occalionally whiſpered as ſecrets among 
thoſe who were known to be communicative 
ſo that. in a few hours, it became the general to- 
pic of diſcourſe; and as it had been divulged un- 


der injunctions of fecrecy, it was almoſt impoſ- 


ſible to trace the ſcandal to its origin; becauſe 
every perſon concerned, muſt have promulgated 
her own breach of truſt, in diſcovering her au- 
thor of the report. 

Peregrine, inſtead of allaying, rather exaſperat- 
ed this contention, by an artful diſtribution of 
His attention among the competitors ; well know- 
ing, that ſhould his regard be converged into one 
point, he would ſoon forfeit the pleaſure he en- 
joyed, in ſecing them at variance; for both par- 
tics would join againſt the common enemy, and 
his favourite would be perſecuted by the waole 
coalition, He perceived, that among the fecret 
agex of ſcandal, none were fo buſy as the phy- 


ficiaus, a claſs of animals who live in this place, 


like ſo many ravens hovering about a carcaic, 
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and even ply for employment, like ſcullers at 


Hungerford ſtairs. The greateſt part of them 


have correſpondence in London, who make it 
their buſineſs to enquire into the hiſtory, cha- 


racer, and diſtemper of every one that repairs to 


Bath, for the benefit of the waters; and if they 
cannot procure intereſt to recommend their medi- 
cal friends to theſe patients, before they ſet out, 
they at leaſt furniſh them with a previous account 
of what they could collect, that their correſpond- 
ents may uſe this intelligence for their own ad- 
vantage. By theſe means, and the aſſiſtance of 
ſlattery and aſſurance, they often inſinuate theme 
ſelves into the acquaintance of ſtrangers, and by 
conſulting their diſpoſit ions, become neceffary 
and ſubſervient to their prevailing paſlions. By 
their connexion with apothecaries and nurſes, the 
are informed of all the private occurrences in — 
family; and therefore enabled to gratify the tan- 
cour of malice, amuſe the {ſpleen of pecviſh in- 
diſpoſition, and entertain the eagerneſs of im- 
pertinent curioſity. 

In the courſe of theſe occupations, which free 
quently affected the reputation of our two ad- 
venturers, this whole body fell under the dif- 
pleaſure of our hero, who, after divers conſulta- 
tions with his friend, concerted a ſtratagem, 
which was practiſed upon the faculty in this man- 
ner. Among thoſe who frequented the pump» 
room, was an old officer, whoſe temper, nat u- 
rally impatient, was, by repeated attacks of the 
gout, which had almoſt deprtived him of the uſe 
of his limbs, ſublimated into a remarkable degree 
of virulence and perverſeneſs: he imputed the 
inveteracy of his diſtemper to the mal-practice 
of a ſurgeon who had adminiſtered to him, while 
he laboured under the conſequences of an unfor— 


tunate amour; and this ſuppoſition had inſpired: 


him with an inſurmountable antipathy to all the 
profeſſors of the medical art, which was more 
and more confirmed by the informatic?. of a friend 
at London, who had told him, that it was à com- 
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mon practice among the phyſicians at Bath, to 
diſſuade their patients from drinking the water, 
that the cure, and of conſequence their attend- 
ance, might be longer protracted, 

Thus prepoſſeſſed, he had come to Bath, and, 
couformable to a few general inſtructions he had 
received, uſed the waters without any fartherdirec- 
tion, taking all occations of manifeſting his hatred 
and contempt of the tons of Afculapius, both by 
ſpecch and geſticulatious, and cven by purſuing 
a regimen quite contrary to that which he knew 
they preſcribed to others who ſeemed to be ex- 
actly in his condition. But he did not find his 
account in this method, how fuceefs ful foever it 
may have been in other cafes, Ilie complaints. 
inſtead of vaniſhing, were every day more and 
more enraged ; and at length he was confined to 
his bed, where be lay blaſpheming from morn to 
night, and from night to morn, though ſtil] more 
determined than cver to adhere to his former 
maxims, 

In the midſt of his torture, which was become 
the common joke of the town, being circulated 
through the induſtry of the phyficians, who tri- 
umphed in his diſaſter; Peregrine, by means of 
Mr. Pipes, employed a covntry-fellow, who had 
come to market, to un with great haſte, carl 
one morning, to the lodgings of all the doctors 
in town, and deſire them to attend the colonel 
with all imaginable diſpatch. In conſequence of 
this ſummons, the whole faculty put themſelves 
in motion; and three of the foremoſt arriving at 
the ſame inſtant of time, far from complimenting 
one another with the door, each ſeparately eſſay- 
ed to enter, and the whole triumvirate ſtuck in 
the paſſage. While they remained thus wedged 


together, they deſcried two of their brethren poſt- 


ing towards the ſame goal, with all the ſpeed that 
God had enabled them to exert; upon which 
they came ta a parlcy, and agreed to ſtand by 
one another.” This covenant being made, they 
diſentangled themſelves, and enquiring about the 
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patient, were told by the ſervant, that he had 
juſt fallen aſleep. | 

Having received this intelligence, they took 
poſſeſſion of his anti-chamber, and thut the door, 
while the reſt of the tribe poſted themſelves on 
the outſide, as they arrived; ſo that the whole 
paſſage was filled, from the top of the ſtair caſe 


to the ſtreet-door ; and the people of the houſe, 


together with the colone!'s fervant, ſtruck dumb 
with aſtoniſhment. The three leaders of this 
learned gang had no fooner made their lodgment 
good, than they began to conſult about the pati- 
ent's malady, which every. one of them pretended 
to have conſidered with great care and aſſiduity. 
The firſt who gave his opinion, ſaid, the diſtemper 
was an obſtinate Arthriti-; the ſecond affimed, 
that it was no other than a confirmed pox ; and 
the third ſwore it was an inveterate feurvy. This 
diverſity of opinions was ſupported by a variety 
of quotations from medical authors aucient as 
well as modern ; but theſe were not of ſufficient 
authority, or at leaſt not explicit enough to de- 
cide the diſpute; for there are many ſchiſms iu 
medicine, as well as in religion, and each ſect can 
quote the fathers in ſupport of the tenets they pro- 
feſs. In ſhort, the contention roſe to fuch a pitch 
of clamour, as not only alarmed the brethren on 
the ſtair, but alto awaked the patient from the firſt 
nap he had cnjoyed in the ſpace of ten whole 
days. Had it been ſimply waking, he would have 
been obliged to them for the noiſe that diſturbed 


him: for, in that caſe he wald have been relic e- 


ed from the torturcs of .hell-fire, to which in his 
dream, he fancied lumſelf expoſed : but this dread- 
ful viſion had been the reſult of that impreſſion 
which was made upon his brain by the intolerable 
anguiſh of his joints ; ſo that when he waked, the 
pam, inſtead of being allayed, was rather aggra- 
vatcd by a great acntenets of ſenſation : aud the 
confuſed vociferation in the next room, invad— 
ing his ears at the ſame time, he began to think 


hi dream was realized; and, in the pangs of de- 
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ſpair, applicd himſelf to a bell that ſtood by his 
bed-fide, which he rung with great violence and 
perſeverance. 

This alarm put an immediate ſtop to the diſputa- 
tion of the three doctors, who, upon this notice of 
his being awake, ruſhed into his chamber with- 
out ceremony ; and rwo of them ſeizing his arms, 
the third made the like application to one of his 
temples. Before the patient could recollect him- 
ſelf from the amazement which had laid hold 
on bim, at this unexpected irruption, rhe room 
was filled by the reit of the faculty, who followed 
the ſervant that entered in obedience to his 
maſter's call; and the bed was, in a moment, 
ſurrounded by theſe gaunt miniſters of death. 
The colonel teeing himſelf beſet with ſuch an 
aſſemblage of ſolemn viſages and ſigures, which 
he had always conſidered with the utmoſt deteſ- 
tation and abhorrence, was incenſed to a moſt in- 
expreſſible degree of indignation ; and ſo inſpirit— 
ed by his rage, that though his tongue denicqh its 
oftice, his other limbs 3 their function; 
he diſengaged himſelf from the triumvirate, who 
had taken poſſeſſion of his body, ſprung out of 
bed with incredible agility, and ſeizing one of his 
crutches, applied it ſo eſſectually to one of the 
three, juſt as he ſtooped to examine the patient's 
water, that his tye-perriwig dropped into the pot 
while he himſelf fell motionleſs on the floor. 

This ſignificant explanation diſconcerted the 
whole fraternity; every man turned his face, as 
if it were by inſtinct, towards the door; and the 
retreat of the community being obſtructed by tlie 
eftorts of individuals, contuſion and tumultuous 
uproar enſued : for the colonel, far from limiting 
his prowels to the firſt exploit, handled his wea- 
pon with aſtoniſhing vigour and dexterity, with— 
out reipect of perſons ; ſo that few or none of them 
had efcaped without marks of his diſpleaſure, 
when his ſpirits failed, and he ſunk down again, 
quite exhauſted, on his bed. Favoured by this 
reſpite, the diſcomfited faculty collected their hats 
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and wips, which had fallen off in the fray ; and 
perceiving the alai'lant too much cnfeebled to re- 
newtbe attack, up their throats together, and 
loudly threatcucd ro proſecute him ſeverely for 
ſuch an out:ageons aſſault. 

By this time, the landlord bad interpoſed ; and 
inquiring into the cauſe of the diſturbance, was 
informed of what had happened by the com- 
plainants, who, at the ſame time, giving him to 
underſtand, that they had been ſeverally ſum- 
moned to attend the colonel that morning, he 
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5 aſſured them, that they had been impoſed upon ; 
{ by ſme wag; for his lodger had never dream'd I 


of con{uiting any one of their proſeſſion. 

Thunde ſtruck at this declaration, the general 
clamour inſtantancoufly ceaſed ; and each, in par- 
ticular, at once comprehending the nature of the 
| Joke, they ineaked filently off with the loſs they 
| had ſuſtained, in vnutterable ſhame and mortifi- 

cation; while Peregrine and his friend, who rook 
care to be paſſing that way by accident, made a 

full ſtop at ſight of ſuch an extraordinary eijlux, 
| and enjoyed the countenance and condition of 
every one as he appeared: nay, even made up to 
ſome of thoſe who icemed moſt affected with their 
ſituation, and miſchievouſly tormented them with 
queſtions, touching this unuſual congregation 5 
then, in conſequence of the information they re- 
ceived from the landlord and the colonel's valet, 
ſubjected the ſufferers to the ridicule of all the 
company iu town. As it would have been impoſ- 
ſible for the authors of this farce to keep themſelves 
concealed from the indefatigable inquiries of the 
phyſicians, they made no ſecret of their having 
directed the whole; though they took care to 
own it in ſuch an imbiguous mauner, as afford- 
ed no handle of proſecution, 
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. LXXI. 


Peregrine humbles a noted heflor, and meets 
a ſtrange charatler at the houſe of a certain 
lady. 


MONG thoſe who never failed to reſide | 


at Bath, during the ſeaſon, was a certain 
perſon, who, from the moſt abje&t miſery, had 
by his induſtry and art at play, amaſſed about 
fifteen thouſand pounds; and though his charac- 
ter was notorious, infinuated himſelf ſo far into 
the favour of what is called the beſt company, 
that very few private parties of pleaſure took 
place, in which he was not principally concern- 
ed. He was of a gigantic ſtature, a moſt intrepid 


countenance; and his diſpoſition naturally over- 


bearing, had in the courſe of his adventures 
and ſucceſs, acquired a moſt intolerable degree 
of infolence and vanity. By the ferocity of his 
features, and audacity of his behaviour, he had 


obtained a reputation for the moſt undaunted 


courage, which had been confirmed by divers 


adventures, in which he had humbled the moſt 


aſſuming heroes of his own fraternity: ſo that he 
now reigned chief Hector of the place, with un- 
queſtioned authority.. 

With this ſon of fortune was Peregrine one 
evening engaged at play, and fo ſucceſsful, that 
he could not help informing his friend of his good 
luck. Godfrey hearing the deſcription of the 
loſer, immediately recognized the perſon, whom 
he had known at Tunbridge; and aſſuring Pickle, 
that he was a ſharper of the firſt water, cau- 
tioned him againſt any further connexion with 
ſuch a dangerous companion, who, (he athrmed) 
had ſuffered him to win a ſmall ſum, that he might 
be encouraged to loſe a much greater, upon tome 
other occatian, 

Our young gentleman treaſured up this ad- 
vice; and though he did not ſcruple to give the 


gameiter an opportunity of retrieving his loſs, 


F. 
In  * =vF OE , / e / . . ⁵ -A ET Ren Coo WET” T 


fm ea Aa = A 05 ww wo op Oh- 


4 


a» 


——— 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 139 


when he next day demanded his revenge, he 
«* abſolutely refuſed to proceed, after he had re- 
funded his winning. The other, who confider- 
ed him as a hot headed unthinking youth, en- 
deavoured to enflame his pride to a continuance 
of the game, by treating his 1kill with ſcorn and 
contempt; and, among other farcaſtic expreſ- 
ſions, adviſed him to go to ſchool again, before 
he pretended to engage with maſters of the art, 
Our hero, incenſed at his arrogance, replied with 
great warmth, that he knew himſelf ſufliciently 
qualified for playing with men of honour, who 
deal upon the ſquare, and hoped he ſhould always 
deem it infamous, either to learn or practiſe the 
tricks of a profeſſed gameſter. Blood and 
thunder! meaning me, Sir? (cried this artiſt, 
raiſing his voice, and curling his viſage into a 
moſt intimidating frown.) Zounds! I'll cut the 
throat of any ſcoundrel who has the preſumption 
to ſuppoſe that I don't play as honourably as 
e' er a nobleman in the kingdom: and I inſiſt up- 
on an explanation from you, Sir; or, by hell 
and brimſtone ! I ſhall expect other ſort of fatis- 


faction,” Peregrine (whoſe blood by this time 


boiled within him) anſwered without heſitation; 
“ Far from thinking your demand unreaſonable 
I will immediately explain myſelf without re- 
ſerve, and tell you, that, upon unqueſtionable 
authority, I believe you to be an impudent raſcal 
and common cheat.” 

The Hector was ſo amazed and coufounded 
at the freedom of this declaration, which he 
thought no man on carth would venture to make 
in his preſence, that for ſome minutes he could 
not recollect himſelf; but at length, whiſpered 
a challenge in the ear of our hero, winch was ac- 
cordingly accepted. When they arrived next 
morning upon the field, the gameſter arming his 


countenance with all his terrors, advanced with. 


a ſword of a monſtrous length, and putting him- 
ſelf in a poſture, called aloud in a moſt terriſie 
voice, © Draw, damn ye, draw; 1 will this 
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inſtant ſend yon to your fathers.” The youth 
was not ſiow in complying with his deſire; his 
weapon was unſheathed in a moment, and he 
began the attack with ſuch unexpected ſpirit and 
addreſs, that his adverſary, having made (itt 
with great difficulty to parry the tirſt paſs, re- 
treated a few paccs, and demanded a parley, in 
which he endeavoured to perfuade the young 
man, thit to lay a man of his character under 
the neceility of chaſtiſing his infolence, was the 
moſt raſh and inconfiderate ſtep that he could 
poſtibly have taken; but, that he had compaſſion 
upon his youth, and was willing to ſpare him, if 
he would ſurrender his ſword, and promiſe to aſk 
pardon in public for the oftence he had given. 
Pickle was fo much cxaſperatcd at this unparallel- 
ed effrontery, that without deigning to make 
the leaſt reply, he flung his own hat in the pro- 
poſer's face, and renewed the charge with ſuch un- 
daunted agility, that the gameſter, finding him- 
ſelf in manifeſt hazard of his life, betook him- 
ſclf to his heels, and fled homewards with in- 
credible ſpecd, being cloſely purſued. by Pere— 
grine, who having ſheathed his ſword, pelted 
Him with ſtones as he ran, and compelled him to 
go, that ſame day, into baviſhmeat from Bath, 
where he had domineered io long. | 
By this atchievement, which was the ſubject of 
gſtoniſhment to all the company, who had looked 
upon the fugitive as a perſon of heroic courage, 
our-adventurer's reputation was rendered formi- 
dable in all its circumſtances; although he there- * 
by diſobliged a good many people of faſhion, who 
had contracted au intimacy of friendſhip with the 
exile, and who reſented his diſgrace, as if it had 
been the misfortune of a worthy man. Theſe 
generous patrons, however, bore a very ſmall pro- 
portion to thoſe who. were pleaſed with the event 
of the duel, becauſe, in the courſe of their reſi— 4 
dence at Bath, they had either been inſulted or | 
defrauded by the challenger. Nor was this in- | 
ſtance of our hero's courage unacceptable to the | 
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ladies, few of whom could now reſiſt the united 


force of ſuch accompliſhments. Indeed, neither. 


he nor his friend Godfrey would have found much 
dithculty in picking up an agrecable Companion 
for life; but Gauntlet's heart was pre-engaged to 


Sophy; and Pickle, excluſwe of his attachment: 
to Emily, which was ſtronger than he himſelf. 


imagined, poſieſied ſuch a ſhare of ambition, as 
could not be ſatisfied with the enen of any 
female he beheld at Bath. 

His viſits were, therefore, promiſcuous, withe 
out any other view than that of amuſement ; and 
though his pride was flattered by the advances of 
the fair whom he had captivated, he never har- 
boured one thought of proceeding beyond the li- 
mits of common gallantiy, and carefully avoided 
all particular explanations. But, what above all 
other enjoyments yielded him the moſt agreeable 
entertainment, was the ſecret hiltory of charac» 
ters, which he learned from a very extraordinary 
perton, with whom he became acquainted in this 
manner, 

Being at the houſe of a certain lady, on a vi- 
ſiting day, he was ſtruck with the appearance of 
an old man, who no ſooner entered the room 
than the miſtreſs of the houſe very kindly de- 
fired one of the wits preſent to od the old put. 
This petit-maitre, proud of the employment, 
went up to the ſenior, who had fomething exe 
tremely peculiar and ſignificant in his counte= 
nance, and ſaluting him with divers faſhionable 
conges, accoſted him in theſe words: “ Your ſer- 
vant, you old raſcal. I hope to have the honour 
of iceing you hang'd. I vow to Gad! you loox 
ectremely ihocking,, with theſe gummy: eyes, 
lanthorn jaws, and toothief. chaps. What! you 
ſquint at the ladies, you old rotten medlar? Yes, 
yes, we underſtand your ogiing ; bur you mull 
content yourielf with a couk-maid, fink mel I 
ſee you want to fit, Theie wither d thanks of 

our's remble under their burthen: but you muſt 
=_ a little patience, old HEirco; indeed you 
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muſt. I intend to mortify you a little longer, 


curſe me!“ 

The company was ſo tickled with this addreſs, 
which was delivered with much grimace and 
geſticulation, that they burſt out into a loud fit 
of laughter, which they fathered upon a mon- 
key that was chained in the room; and when 


the peal was over, the wit renewed his attack, 


in theſe words: © I ſuppoſe you are fool enough 


to think this mirth was occaſioned by Pug : ay, 


there he is; you had beſt ſurvey him; he is of 
your own family, ſwitch me: but the laugh was 
at your expence ; and you ought to thank hca- 
ven for making you 1o ridiculous.” While he 
nttered theſe ingenious ejaculations, the old 
gentleman bowed alternately to him and the 
monkey, that ſeemed to grin and chatter in imi— 
tation of the beau, and with an arch ſolemnity of 


viſage, pronounced, „Gentlemen, as I have not 


the honour to underſtand your compliments, they 
will be much better beſtowed on cach other.“ 
So ſaying, he feated himſelf, and had the ſatis- 
faction to ſee the laugh returned upon the aggreſ- 
for, who remained confounded and abaſhed, and 
in a few minutes left the room, muttering, as he 
retired, © the old fellow grows ſcurrilous, ſtap 


my breath.“ 


While Peregrine wondered in ſilence at this 
extraordinary ſcene, the lady of the houſe per- 
ceiving his ſurpriſe, gave him to underſtand, 
that the ancient viſitant was utterly bereit of the 
ſenſe of hearing; that his name was Cadwallader 
Crabtree: his diſpoſition altogether miſanthro— 
Pical-! and that he was admitted into compan 
on account of the entertainment he afforded b 


His farcaſtic obſervations, and the pleaſant mii- 
takes to which he was ſub:ect from his infirmity, . 


Nor did our hero wait a long time for an illuf- 
tration of this odd character. Every ſentence he 
ſpoke was replete with gall ; nor did his ſatire 
conſiſt in general reflections, but in a ſeries of re- 
marks, which had been made throvgh the mes 
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jinm of a moſt whimſical peculiarity of opi- 


100. 

Among thoſe who were preſent at this aſſembly 
as a young officer, who having by dint of in- 
creſt obtained a ſeat in the lower houſe, thought 
t incumbent upon him to talk of affairs of ſtate ; ; 
and accordingly regaled the company with an 
account of a ſceret expedition which the French 
were buſied in preparing; aſſuring them, that he 
had it from the mouth of the minzſter; to whom 
it had been tranſmitted by one of his agents 
abroad. In deſcanting upon the particulars of 
the armament, he obſerved, that they had twen- 
ty ſhips of the line, ready manned and victualled 
at Breſt, which were deſtined for Toulon, where 
they would be joined by as many more; and 
from thence proceed to the execution of their 
ſcheme, which he impartcd as a ſecret not fit to 
be divulged. 
This piece of intelligence being commnnicated 
to all the company except Mr. Crabtree, who 
ſuffered by his lois of hearing, that cynic was ſoon 
after accoſted by a lady, who, by means of an 
artificial alphabet, formed by a certain conjunc- 
tion and ditpolition of the fingers, aſked if he had 
heard any extraordinary news of late ? Cadwal- 
lader, with his utual complaiſance, replied, that he 
ſuppoſed ſhe took him for a courier or ſpy, by 
teizing him eternally with that queſtion. He 
then expatiated upon the fooliſh curioſity of 

mankind, which, he ſaid, muſt either proceed 
from idlencks or - want of ideas; and repeated 
almoſt verbatim the officer's information, a vague 
ridiculous report invented by ſome ignorant cox- 
comb, who wanted to give himſelf airs of import- 
ance, and believed only by thoſe who were utterly 
unacquainted with the politics and ſtrength of 
the French nation. 

In confirmation of what he had advanced, he 
endeavoured to demonſtrate how impoſſible it 
muſt be for that people to tit out even the third 
part of ſuch a navy, ſo ſoon after the lofſes they 


— 
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bad ſuſtained during the war; and confirmed hi in y 


proof by ailerting, that, to his certain knowM tem 
ledge, the harbours of Breſt and Toulon could mac 
not at that time produce a ſquadron of eight ſhip of 
of the line. this 

The member, who was an utter ſtranger to ailiſ 
this miſanthrope, hearing his own aſfeveration;F ſam 


treated with ſuch contempt, glowed with confu- alli 
ſion and reſentment, and raiſing his voice, began a (fl 
to defend his own veracity with great cagerneſs liſh 
and trepidation, mingling with. his arguments my 
many bluſtering invectives againſt the inſolence l 
and ill-manners of his ſuppoſed contradictor, of p 


who fat with the moſt mortifying compoſure off ſup} 
countenance, till the officer's patience was quite elde 
exhauſted; and then, to the manifeſt increaſe of littl 
his vexation, be was inſormed, that his antago- I ar 
niſt was ſo deaf, that, in all probability, the lat did 
trumpet would make no impreſſion upon him, age 
without a previous renovation of his organs. recog 
mea 

> - I. XXII. miſſ 


He cultivates an acquaintance with the. Miſan 1 th 
thrope, «»vho favours him. awith a ſhart ſketch of ranc 
his own hiſto: y, | the 


8 was extremely well pleaſed with this reno 
oeccalional rebuke, which occurred ſo ſea-] mait 
ſonably, that he could ſcarce believe it accidental. have 
He looked upon Cadwallader as the greatelt cu-} and 
Tiolity he had ever known, and cultivated the od whit 
man's acquaintance with ſuch infinuating addreſs,ſ eme 
that in leſs than a fortnight he obtained bis con 1 

Fdence, As they one day walked into theff an: 
fields together, the Manhater diſclos'd nimlcltf debt 
in theſe words: Tho! the term of our commury tor, 
nication has been but ſhort, you mult have per I mi 
ceived, that I treat you with uncommon maiksf whic 
of regard; which, I affure you, is not owing to to \ 
your perſonal, accompliſhments, nor the pains]patr 
you take to oblige me; for the firſt I overlook, ſhim 
and the laſt I ſee through ; but there is fomethingpave 
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in your diſpoſition which indicates a rooted con- 

tempt for the world, and I underſtand you have 

made ſome ſucceſsful efforts in expoſing one part 

of it to the ridicule of the other. It is upon 

this aſſurance that I offer you my advice and 
1 


ailiſtance, in proſecuting other ſchemes of the 
ſame nature; and to convince you that ſuch an 
alliance is not to be rejected, Iwill now give you 
a ſhort ſketch of my hiſtory, which will be pub- 
liſhed after my death in forty-ſcven volumes of 
my own compiling. | 

I was born about forty miles from this place, 
of parents who having a very old family-name to 
ſupport, bcſtowed their whole fortune on my 
elder brother; fo that 1 inherited of my father 


little elſe than a large ſhare of choler, to Which 


Jam indebted for a great many adventures that 
did not always end to my ſatisfaction. At the 
age of cightcen 1 was ſent up to town, with a 
recommendation to a certain peer, who found 
means to amuſe me with the promiſe of a come 
miſſion, for ſeven whole years; and tis odds but 
I ſhould have made my fortune by my pert ve- 
rance, had not 1 been arreſted, and thrown into 
the Marſhalſea by my landlord, on whoſe credit 
I had ſubſiſted three years, after my father had 
renounced me as an idle vagabhord. There I re- 
mained fix months, among thoſe pritoners who 
have no other ſupport than chance charity; 
and contracted a very yaluable acquarntance, 
which was of great ſervite to zuc in the future 
emeryencies of my life. | 

was no ſooner diſcharged, in'conſequence of 
an act of parliament for the relief of inſolvent 
debtors, than 1 went to the houſe of my credi- 
tor, whom I cudgelled without mercy: and that 
I might leave nothing undone of thoſe things 
which J ought to have done, my next ftage was 
to Weſtminſter-Hall, where I waited until guy 
patron came forth from the houſe, and faluted 
him with a blow that iaid him ſenſeleſs on the 


ung pavement : but my recrcat was not fo tortunatc 
Vol. II. G 
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as I could have wiſhed: the chairmen and lac- Þ fa 
quies in waiting having ſurrounded and diſarmed i ſu 
me in a trice, | was committed to Newyate, i of 
and loaded with chains; and a very ſagacious in 
1 who was afterwards hanged, having v 
at in judgment upon my cate, pronounced me 
guilty of a. capital crime, and foretold my con- th 
demnation at the Old Bailey. His prognoſtic, W. 
however, was diſappointed ; for nobody appear- uf 
ing to proſecute me at the next ſeſſions, I was Y wi 
diſcharged, by order of the court. It would be 3 
impoſſible for me to recount, in the compaſs of th 
one day's converſation, all the particular exploits th 
in which I bore a conſiderable ſhare: ſuffice it fat 
to ſay, I have been, at different times, priſoner he: 
in all the jails within the bills of mortality. IJ ki 
have broke fram every round-houſe on this fide ge 
Temple-bar. No bailiff, in the days of my Wit 
youth and deſperation, durſt execute a writ upon nit 
me without a dozen followers; and the juſtices} cac 
themſelves trembled when 1 was brought before of 1 
them. day 
I was once maimed by a carman, with whom {f.n9 
1 quarrelled, becaufe he ridiculed my leek on St. up? 
David's day; my ſkull was fractured by a but - eſt 
cher's cleaver, on the like occaſion. I have in 
deen run thro' the body five times, and loft the bro! 
tip of my lelft car by a piſtol bullet. In a ren-ceiv 
counter of this Find, having left my antagoniſt and 
for dead, I was wHe enough io make my retreat cing 
into France; and a few days after my arrival atÞ pal 
Paris entered into converiation with ſome otli-f by t 
eers on the ſubyect of politics, a diipute arofe, inycoun 
which [ Joſt my temper, and ſpoke to irreverentlyſthan 
of? the Grand Alonargue, that next morning 1 Bat: 
was ſeat to the Rafſtile, by virtue of a Lettre de thou 
(achet. There I remained for ſome months, de-Bajthc 
prived of all intercourſe with rational crearures ;ÞBefo 
a ci cumſtance for which I was not ſorry, as Ifhund 
had the more time to project ſchemes of revengelthere 
again the tyrant who confined me, and theſing | 
wictceh who had betrayed my private conver - iuade 
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ſation : but tired, at length, with theſe fruitleſs 
ſuggeſtions, 1 was fain to unbend the ſeverity 
of my thoughts by a correſpondence with ſome 
induſtrious ſpiders, who had hung my dungeon 
with their ingenious labours. | 

I conſidered their work with ſuch attention, 
that I ſoon became an adept in the myſtery of 
weaving, and furniihed myiclf with as many 
uſcful obſervations and reflections on that art, as 
will compoſe a very curious treatiſe, which 1 
wtend to bequcath to the Royal Society, for 
the benefit of our woollen manufacture; and 
this with a view to perpetuate my on name, 


rather than befriend my - country: for, thank 


heaven! lam weaned from all attachments of that 


kind, and look upon myfclf as one very little obli- 


ged to any ſociety whativever. Although | preſided 
with abſolute power over this long legg'd commu— 
nity, and diſtributed rewards and puniſhments to 
each, according to his deſerts, I grew impatient 
of my ſituation; and my natural diſpoſition, one 
day, prevailing, like a fire which had long been 
ſnothered, I wreaxed the fury of my indignation 


upon my innocent ſubjects, and in a twinkling 


deſtroyed the whole race. While I was employed 
in this general maſſacre, the turnkey, who, 
brought me food, opened the door, and per- 
ceiving my tranſport, ſhiugged up his ſhoulders, 
and leaving my allowance, went out pronoun— 
cing, Le pauvre diable ! la tte lui tourne. iy 
pallion no ſooner ſubſided than I reſolved to profit 
by this opinton of he jailor, and from that day 
counterfeited lunacy with ſuch ſucceſs, that in lets. 
than three months J was delivered from the 
Baſtile, and ſent to the gallies, in vhich they 
thought my bodily vigour might be of ſervice, 
although the faculties of my mind were decayed. 
Before I was chaincd. to the oar, | received three 
hundred ſtripes by way of welcome, that. I might. 


thereby be rendered more tractable, notwithſtand- 


ing I ufed all the arguments in my power to per- 
ſuade them, I was. only mad nerth, no-th weſt, and: 
| G. 2. 
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when the evind was ſoutherly, knew a hawk from an | 
hand ſaw. 
In our ſecond cruize we had the good fortune 
to be overtaken by a tempeſt, during which the} 
flaves were unbound, that they might contribute 
the more to the preſervation of the galley, and“ 
have a chance for their lives, in caſe of mip- 1 
wreck. We were no ſooner at liberty, than | 
making ourſelves maſters of the veſſel, we rob- ? 
bed the officers, and ran her on ſhore _— 
rocks on the couſt of Portugal; from whence I 1 
haſtened to Liſbon, with a view of obtaining my 
paſſage in ſome ſhip bound for England, hers 3 
by this time, I hoped my affair was forgotten. F 
But before this ſcheme could be accompliſhed, 3} * 
my evil genius led me into company; and being Z 
intoxicated, I began to broach doctrines on the | 
ſubject of religion, at which ſome of the partie I 
were ſcandalized and incenſed; and J was next 
day dragged out of bed by the officers of tlie 
Inquiſition, and conveyed to a cell in the pr 
belonging to that tribunal. 3 
At my firſt examination my reſentment was 
ſtrong enough to ſupport me under the. torture 
which I endured without flinching ; bur my re- 
folution abated, and my zeal immediately cool- 
ed, when 1 underſtood” from a fellow- priſoner, ? 
who groaned on the other ſide of the partition, 
that in a ſhort time there would be an Auto da 
F; in conſequence of which I ſhould, in all“ 
probability, be doomed to the flames, if I would 
not renounce my heretica] errors, and ſubmit to} 
ſuch penance as the church ſhould think fit toF 
preſcribe. This miferable wretch was convicted 
of [adaiſm, which he had privately practiſed, by} 
connivance, for many years, until he had amaſic | 


fi 


a fortune ſufficient to attract the regard of the 


church. To this he fell a ſacrifice, and accord- 
ingly prepared himſelf for the ſtake; while I, not 
at all ambitious of the crown of martyrdom, i 
reſolve! to temporiſe: ſo that, when I was 
brought to the queſtion the ſecond time, I made 


tlie 
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a ſolemn recantation. As I had no worldly 
fortune to obſtruct my ſalvation, I was received 
iato the boſom of the church, and, by way of 
penance, enjoined to walk barefoot to Rome, in 
the habit of a pilgrim. 

During my peregrination thro' Spain, I was 
detained as a fpy, until could procure creden- 
tials from the Inquiſition at Liſbon ; and behav- 
ed with ſuch reſolution and reſerve, that, after 
being releaſed, I was deemed a proper perſon to 
be employed in quality of a ſecret intelligencer, 
at a certaiu court. This office I undertook with- 
out heſitation; and being furnithed with money. 
and bills of credit, croſſed the Pyrenees, with 
intentior. A0 revenge myſelf upon the Spaniards 
for the ſeverities 1 hd undergone, during my 
captivity. | 

Having therefore eſfectually diſyuiſed myſelf by 
a change of dreſs, and a large patch on one eyc, 
I hired an equipage, and appeared at Bologna, in 
quality of an itinerant phyſician; in which capa» 
city I ſucceeded tolerably well, till my ſervants 
decamped in the night, with my baggage, and left 
me in the condition of Adam. In ſhort, I have 
traveiled over the greateſt part of Europe, as 
a beggar, pilgrim, prieſt, ſoldier, gameſter and 
quack; aad felt the extremes of indigence and 
opulence, with the inclemency of weather, in 
all its vicititudes. 1 have learned that the 
characters of mankind are every where the ſame; 
that common ſeuſe and honeſty bear aa infinitely 
ſmall proportion to folly and vice; and that life 
is at beſt a paultry province. 

After having ſuſfcred innumerable hardſhips, 
dingers and diſgraces, I returacd to London, 


wherc I lived fome ycars in a gariet, and picked 


up a ſubſiſtence, ſuch as it was, by vending pur- 


ges in the ſtreets, from the back of a pied horſe: 


in which ſituation 1 uſe] to harangue the mob, 
in broken Engliſh, under. pretence of being an 


OS 


High German doctor. 
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At laſt an uncle died, by whom I inherit an eſ- g 
tate of three hundred pounds per annum, tho', in 
his life-time, he would nor have parted with a | 
fix-pence, to fave my ſoul and body from perdi- | 


tion. | 


I now appear in the world, not as a member 
of any community, or what is called a ſocial 3 
creature; but merely as a ſpectator, who. enter- 


tains himiclf with the grimaces of a jack-pud- 
ding, and banquets his fpicen in beholding his 
enemics at loggerheads. That J may enjoy this 
diſpoſition, abſtracted from all interruption, dan- 
ger, and participation, I feign myſelf deaf; an 
expedient by which 1 not only avoid all diſputes, 
and their conſequences, but alſo become maſter 
of a thouſand little lectets, which are every day 
whiſpered in my preſence, without any ſuſpicion 
of their being overheard. You ſaw how I hand- 
led that thallow politician at my lady Plauſible's 
the other day. The ſame method I pra ctiſe upon 
the crazed tory, the bigot whig, the ſour ſuper- 
cilious pedant, the petulant critic, the bluſtering 
coward, the ſawning tool, the pert pimp, fly ſharp = 
er, and every othcr ſpecies of knaves and fools 
with which this kingdom abounds. 

In conſequence of my rank and character I 
obtain free admiſſion to the ladies, among whom 
I have acquired the appellation of the Scandalous 
Chronicle. As I am conlidererl (while Gent) 


in no other light than that of a footſtool or clbuw 


chair, they diveſt their converſation of all re- 
ſtraint before me, and gratify my ſenſe of hear- 
ing with ſtrange things, which (if I could pre- 
vail upon myicif to give the world that ſatistac- 
tion) would compolſc a curious piece of ſecret 
hiſtory, and exhibit a quite different idea of cha- 
racters from what is commonly entertained, 

By this time, young gentleman, you may per- 
cei ve, that I have it in my power to be a valuable 
correſpondent ; and that it will be vour inter ſt 40 
deſcrve my conlidence,” 
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Here the Milanthrope left off ſpeaking, de- 
firous to know the ſentiments of our hero, who 
embraced the proffered alliance in a tranſport 
of joy and ſurprize; and the treaty was no ſooner 
concluded than. Mr. Crabtree began to perform 
articles, by imparting tohim a thouſand delicious 
ſecrets, from the poffeſſion of which he promiſed 
himſelf innumerable ſcenes of mirth and enjoy= 
ment. By means of this aſſociate, whom he con- 
ſidered as the ring of Gyges, he foreſaw that he 
f:ould be enabled to penetrate not only into the 
chambers but even to the inmoſt thoughts of the 
female ſex. In order to ward off ſuſpicion, they 
agreed to revile cach other in public, and meet 
at a certain private rendezvous, to communicate 
their mutual diſcoverics, and concert their ſuture 


Operations. | 

E LXXIII. 

Peregrine arrives at be garriſon, where be receives 
the laſt admonitiins of Commndore Tranmon, 
who next day relions his breath, and is buried 
according to his own directions. Some gentlemen in 
the country make a jruitteſs attempt to accommodate 
matters betwixt Myr, Gamaliel Pickle and his 
eld: jt jon, 


1 OUT four o'clock in the morning our 
hero arrived at the garriſon, where he found 
his generous uncle in extremity, {ſupported in bed 
by julia on one fide, and Lieutenant Hatchway 
ou the other, while Mr. Jolter adminiſtered ſpiri- 
tual conſolation to his foul, and between whiles 
comforted Mrs. 'I'runuion, who, with her maid, 
fat by the fire, weeping with great decorum ; the 
Phyſician having juſt taken his laſt fee, and reti- 
red, after pronouneing the fatal prognoſtic, in 

which he anxiouſly wiſhed he might not be miſ- 
taken. | 
Though the commodore's ſpeech was inter- 
rupted by a violent hiccup, he {til retained the 


uſe of his ſenſe: ; and when Peregrine approached, | 
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ſtretched out his hand with manifeſt figns of ſa- 
tisfaction. The young gentleman, whoſe heart“ 
overflowed with gratitude and affection, could 
not behold ſuch a ſpectacle unmoved. He en- 
deavourcd to conceal his tenderneſs, which, in 
the wildneſs of his youth, and in the pride of bis 
diſpolition, he conſidered as a derogation from 
his manhood ; but, in ſpite of all his endeavours, * 


the tears guihed from his eyes, while he killed l 


the old man's hand; and he was fo utterly diſ- 


concerted by his grief, that when be attempted 
to ſpeak, his tongue denied its office: ſo that the 
commodore, perceiving his diſorder, made a laſt 
effort of ſtrength, and conſoled him in theſe 
words: Swab the ſpray from your bowſprit, 


my good lad, and coil up your ſpirits. You muſt . 


not let the top-lifts of your heart give way, be- 
cauſe you ſee me ready to go down at theſe years ; 
many a better man has foundered before he has 
made half my way; thof I truſt, by the merey 
of God, 1 ſhall be ſure in port in a very few 
glaſſes, and faſt moored in a moſt bleſſed riding: 
for my good friend ſolter hath overtiawled the 
journal of my fins; and by the obſervation, he 
hath taken of the ſtate of my ſoul, I hope I thall 
happily conclude my voyage, and be brought up 
in the latitude of heaven. Here has been a 
doctor that wanted to ſtow me chock-full of phy- 
fick; but when a man's hour is come, what fig— 
nihes his taking his departure with a'pothecary's 
hop in his hold? Thoſe fellows come along- 
fade of dying men, like the metlengers of the ad- 
miralty with failing orders; but, 1 told him as 
how I could flip my cable without his direction 


or aſſiſtance, and ſo he hawled off in dudgeon. | 


This curſed hiccup makes ſuch a rippling in the 
current of my ſpeech, that mayhap you don't 
underſtand what I ſay. Now, while the ſucker 
of my wind-pump will go, I would willingly 
mention a few things, which I hope you will tet 
don in the log book of your remembrance, 
When I am ſtiff, d'ye fee. There's your aunt 
ſitting whimpering by the fire, | dere you will 
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keep her tight, warm, and eaſy in her old age; 
ſhe's an honeſt heart in her own- way; and thof 
ſhe goes a little crank and humourſome, by be- 
ing often over- ſtowed with Nantz and religion, 
ſhe has been a faithful ſhip- mate to me, and L 


dare ſay never turned in with another man, fince- 


we firſt embarked in the ſame bottom: Jack 


Hatchway, you know the trim of her as well as 
e er a man in England, and I believe ſhe has a2 


kindneſs for you; whereby, if you two will 
grapple in the way of matrimony, when I am. 
zone, I do ſuppoſe, that my godſon, for love of 
me will allow you to live in. the-garrifon all the- 
days of your life.“ | 

Peregrine aſſured him he would with: pleaſure 
comply with any requeſt he ſhould make, in be- 
half of two perſons whom he eſteemed fo much. 
The lieutenant, with a. waggiſh ſneer, which, 
even the gravity of the ſituation could not pre- 
vent, thanked them both for their good- will, 
telling the commodore, he was obliged to him. for 
his friendſhip, in feeking-to promote him to the: 
command ot a veſſel which he himſelf had wore 
out in the ſervice :. that: notwithſtanding, he ſhould: 
be content to take charge of her, tho' he could: 
not help being ſhy of coming after ſuch an able 


navigator, 


- Truanion, exhauſted! as he was, ſmiled at this 


ſally, and, after ſome pauſe, reſumed his admo- 


nitions in this manner: „I need not talk. of 


Pipes, becauſe I know you'll do for him, with 
out my recommendation; the fellow has failed: 
with me in many a hard gale, and I'll warrant: 
him as ſtout a ſeaman-as ever ſet face to the wea- 
ther : but I hope you will take care of the reſt 
of my crew, and not difrate them after I ama 
dead, in favour of new followers. As for that 
young woman Ned Gauntlet's daughter, Pm in- 
formed as how ſhe's an excellent wench, and 
has a reſpect for you; whereby, if you run her 
on board in an un/awful way, I leave my cuiſe 
uon you, and. truſt you. will never proſper in. 
| | Gy 
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the voyage of life: but, I believe you arc more |} 
of an honeſt man, than ro behave ſo much like. a 
pirate. I beg of all love, you wool take care of 
on conſtitution, and beware of running foul of 
atlots, who are no better than ſo many mer- 
maids, that fit upon rocks in the ſea, and hang 
out a fair face for the deſtruction of paſſengers ; 
thof I muſt fay, for my own part, I never met 
with any of thoſe ſweet ſingers, and yet I have 
gone to ſea for the ſpace of thirty years. But, 
howſomever, ſteer your courſe clear of all ſuch * 
brimſtone bitches; ſhun going to law as you 
would ſhun the devil, and look upon all attor- |. 
nies as devouring ſharks, or ravenous fiſh of prey. 
As ſoon as the breath is our of my body, let mi- 
nute guns be fired, till I am fafe under gronnd. 
I would alſo be buried in the red jacket 1 had 
on, when 1 boarded and took the Kenummy. 
Let my piſtols, cutlaſs, and pocket-compalſs, be 
laid in the coffin along with me. Let me be 
carried to the grave by my own men, rigged in 
| the black caps and white ſhirts which my barge's 
crew were wont to wear; and they muſt keep 
a good look-out, that none of your pilfering rat- 
callions may come and heave me up again, for 
| the lucre of what they can get, until the carcaſe 
is belayed by a tomb-ſtone. As for the motto, 
or what you call it, I leave that to you and Mr. 
Jolter, who are ſcholars; but I do deſire, that 
it may not be ingraved in the Greek or Latin lin- 
gos, and much leſs in the French, which I abo- 
minate, but in plain Engliſh, that when the angel 
comes to pipe al/ hands, at the great day he may 
know that l am a Britiſh man, and ſpeak to me 
in my mother tongue. And now I have no more 
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1 ſay, but God in heaven have mercy upon my 
ſoul, and ſend you all fair weather, whereſoever 
U ou are bound.“ So faying, he regarded every | 
individual around him with a look of compla- 1 
cency, and cloſing his eye, compoſed himſelf to 
reſt, while the whole audience (Pipes himſelf not 
lexcepted) were melted with forrow ; and Mrs. 
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Trunnion conſented to quit the room, that ſhe 
might not be expoſed to the unſpeakable anguiſh 
of ſecing him expire. 

His laſt moments, however, were not ſo near 
as they imagined; he began to doſe, and enjoyed 
ſmall intervals of eaſe, till next day in the after- 
noon; during which remiſhons, he was heard to 
pour forth many pious ejaculations, expreſhng 
his hope, that, for all the heavy cargo of his fins, 
he ſhould be able to ſurmount the puttock-ſhrouds 
of detpair, and get aloft to the croſs-trees of 
God's good favour. At laſt, his voice ſunk ſo 
low, as not to be diſtinguiſhed; and having lain 
about an hour, almoſt without any perceptible- 
ſigns of life, he gave up the ghoſt, with a groan 
which aunounced his deceaſe. 

Ja!'a was no fooner certified of this melan- 
choly - vent, than ſhe run to her aunt's chamber, 
weeping aloud; and immediately a very decent 
concert was performed by the good widow and 
her attendants. Peregrine and Hatchway 16 
tired till the corpſe ſhould be laid out; and Pipes | 
having ſurveyed the body, with a face of rueful 
attention, «© Well fare thy ſoul; old Hawſer | 
Trunnion (ſaid he): man and boy I have known 
thee theſe five and thirty years, and ſure a truer 
heart never broke biſcuit. Many a hard gale- : 
haſt thou weathered : but now thy fpeils are all 
over, and thy hull fairly laid up. A better com- 
mander I'd never deſire to ſerve; and who know 
but | may help to ſet up thy ſtanding rigging in 
another world??? | = 

Ail the ſervants of the houſe were affected with 
the loſs of their old maſter, and the poor people 
in the neighbourhood aſſembled at the gate, and. 
by repeated howlings, expreſſed their ſorrow for 
the death of their charitable benefactor. Pere... Wn 
grine, though he felt every thing which love and 
gratitude could inſpire on this occaſion, was not 
10 much overwhelmed with affliction, as to be in- 
capable of taking the management of the family Wo 
2810 has own. hands. He gave directions about 
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the funeral with great difcretion, after having 
paid the compliments of condolance to his aunt, 
whom he conſoled with the aſſurance of his in- 
violable eſteem and affection. He ordered a ſuit 
of mourning to be made for every perlon in the 
garriſon, and inviting all the neighbouring gen- 
elemen to the burial, not even excepting his fa- 
ther and brother Gam, who did not, however, 
honour the ceremony with their preſence; nor 
was his mother humane enough to viſit her ſiſter- 
in- law in her diſtreſs. | 
In the method of interment, the commodore's 
injunctions were obeyed to a tittle; and at the 
ſame time our hero made a donation of fifty 
pounds to the poor of the pariſh, as a benefac- 
tion which his uncle had forgot to bequeath. 
Having performed theſe obſequies with the moſt 
pious punctuality, he examined the will, to which 
there was no addition ſince it had been firſt exe- 
.cuted, adjuſted the payment of all the legacies, and 
being ſole executor, took an account of the eſtate 
to which he had ſucceeded, and which, after all 
deductions, amounted to thirty thouſand pounds, 
The poſſeſſion of ſuch a fortune, of which he 
was abſolute maſter, did not at all contribute to 
the humiliation of his ſpiric, but inipired him with 
new ideas of grandeur and magniticence, and 
elevated his hope to the higheſt pinnacle of ex- 
pectation. 
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ſited by almoſt all the gentlemen of the country, 
who came to pay their compliments of congra- 
tulat ion, on his acceſſion to the eſtate; and ſome 
of them offered their good offices towards a re» 
conciliati un betwixt his father and him, induced 
by the general deteſtation which was entertained 
For his brother Gam, who was by this time looked 
upon by his neighbours as a prodigy of inſolence 
and malice. Our young ſquire thanked them 
q for their kind propoſal, which he accepted; aud 
I old Gamaliel, at their intreaties, ſcemed very 
Ie well diſpoſe i to an accommodation: but, as hc 


His domeſtic affairs being ſettled, he was vi⸗ 
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would not venture to declare himſelf, before he 
had conſulted his wife, his favourable diſpoſition 
was rendered altogether incifectual, by the inſti- 
gations of that implacable woman; and our hero 
reſigned all expectation of being re- united to his 
father's houſe. His brother, as uſual, took all 
opportyaities of injuring his character, by falſe 
aſperſions and (tories milrepreſented, in order to 
prejudice his reputation: nor was his ſiſtev Julia 
ſuſtered to enjoy her good fortune in peace. Had 
he undergone ſuch perſecution from an alien to 
his blood, the world would have heard of his 
revenge; but, notwithſlanding his indignation, 
he was too much tinctured by the prejudices of 
conſanguinity, to lift his arm in judgment againſt 
the ſon of his own parents; and this confhidera- 
tion abridged the term of Jus refidence at the 
garriſon, where he had propoted to ſtay for ſome 
months. 


G IL XXIV. 

The young gentleman having ſetiled his domeſtic ef. 
fairs, arrives in London, and fcts up @ gay equi» 
page. He meets with Emilia, and is introduced to 
her uncle. 


IS aunt, at the earneſt ſolicitations of Julia 

and her huſband, took up her quarters at 
the houſe of that aſfectionate kiniwoman, who 
made it her chief ſtudy to comfort and cheriſh 
the difconfolate widow ; and ſoiter, in expecta- 
tion of the living, which was not yet vacant, re- 
mained in gatriſon, in quality of land-fteward 
upon our hero's country eſtate. As for the lieu- 
tenant, our young gentleman communed with 
him in a ſerious manner, about the commo=- 
dore's propoſal of taking Mrs. Trunnion to 


wife; and Jack, being quite tired of the ſolitary 


fituation of a batchelor, which nothing but the 


company of his old commander could have en- 


a lied him to ſupport ſo long, far from diſcover- 


ing aver ſion to the match, obſerved with an arch * 
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ſmiley, that it was not the firſt time he had com- 

manded a veſſel in the abſence of Captain Trun- 
nion! and therefore, if the widow was willing, 
he would chearfully ſtand by her helm, and, as 
he hoped the duty would nor be of long continu- 
ance, do his endeavour to ſteer her ſafe into the 
port, where the commodoie might come on board, 
and take charge of her again. 

In conſequence of this declaration, it was de- 
termined that Mr, Hatchway ſhould make his 
addreſſes to Mrs. Trunnion, as ſoon as decency 
would permit her to receive them; and Mr. Clo- 
ver and his wife promiſed to exert their influence 
in his behalf. Mean while, Jack was deſired to 
live at the caſtle as uſual, and aſſured, that it 
ſhould be put wholly in his poſſeſlion, as ſoon as 
he ſhould be able to accompliſh this matrimonial 
ſcheme. | 

When Peregrine had ſettled all theſe points to 
his own ſatisſaction, he took leave of all his 
friends, and repairing to the great city, purchaſed 
a new chariot and horſes, put Pipes and another 
lacquey into rich liveries, took elegant lodgings 

in Pall-mall, and made a moſt remarkable ap- 
pearance among the people of faſhion. It was 
owing to this equipage, and the gazety of his per- 
ſonal deportment, that common fame, which is 
always z common liar, repreiented him as ayoung 
gentleman who had juſt ſucceeded to an eſtate of 
tive thouſand pounds per annum, by the death of 
an uncle; that he was inticled to ad equal fortune 
at the deceaſe of his own father, excluſive of 
two conſiderable jointures, which would devolve 
upon him, at the demiſe of his mother and aunt. 
This report (falſe and ridiculous as it was) be 
could not find in his heart to contradict, not but 
that he was forry to find himſelf 106 mitrepre- 
ſented : but his vanity would not allow him to 
take any ſtep that might diminith his importance 
in the optnion of thoſe who courted his ac- 
quaintance, on the ſuppoſition that his-cucum- 
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to be. Nay, ſo mnch was he infatuated by this 
weakneſs, that he refolved to encourage the de- 
ception, by living up to the report: and accord- 
ingly engaged iu the moſt expenſive parties of 
pleaſure ; believing, that, before his preſent fi- 
nances ſhould be exhauſted, his fortune would 
be effectually made, by the perſonal accompliſh- 
ments he ſhould have occaſion to diſplay to the 
beau monde, in the courſe of his extravagance. 


In a word, vanity and pride were the ruling foibles 


of our adventurer, who imagined himſelf ſuffi- 
ciently qualified to retrieve his fortune in various 
ſhapes, long before he could have any idea of 
want or difficulty. He thought he ſhould have 
it in bis power, at any time, to make prize of a 
rich heireſs, or opulent widow; his ambition had 
already aſpired to the heart of a young handſome 


dutcheſs dowager, to _ hoſe acquaintance he had 


found means to be introduced: or, ſhould matrix 
mony chance to be unſuitable to his inclinations, 
he never doubted, that by the intereſt he might 
acquire among the nobility, he ſhould be favoured 
with ſome lucrative poſt, that would amply re- 
compence him for the liberality of his diſpoſition, 
There are many young men, who entertain the 
ſame expectations, with half the reaſon he had 
to be ſo preſumptuous. 

In the midſt of theſe chimerical calculations, 
his paſſion for Emilia did not ſubſide; but, on 
the contrary, began to rage to ſuch an inflam- 
mation of deſire, that her idea interfered with 
every other reflection, and abſolutely diſabled him 
from proſecuting the other lofty ſchemes winch 


his imagination had projected. He therefore laid 


down the honeſt reſolution of viſiting her in all 
the ſplendor of his ſituation, in order to practiſe 
upon her virtue with all his art and addrels, tothe 
utmoſt extent of his influence and foitune. Nay, 
ſo eſfectually had his guilty paſhon àabſorb'd his 
principles of honour, conſcience, humanity, and 
regard for the commodore's laſt words, that he 


was baſe enough to z<joice at the abſence of his 
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friend Godfrey, who being then with his regi- 
ment in lreland, could not dive into his purpoſe, 
4 take meaſures for fruſtrating his vicious de- 

; "ER with theſe heroic ſentiments, he de- 
termined to ſet out for Suſſex in his chariot and 
fix, attended by his valet de chambre and twe 
footmen ;; and as he was now fenfible,. that in his. 
laſt eſſay he had miſtaken his cue, he determined 
to change his battery, and ſap the fortreſs, by 
the moſt ſubmiſſi ve, ſoft, and infinuating beha- 
viour. 

On the evening that preceded this purpoſed: 
expedition, he went into one of the boxes at the 
play-houſe, as uſual, to ſhew himſelf to the la- 
dies; and in reconnoitring the company through. 
a glaſs (for no other reaſon, but becauſe it was. 
Faſhionable to be purblind), perceived his miſtreſs. 
very plainly dreſſed, in one of the ſeats above the 
ſtage, talking to another young woman of a very 
homely appearance. Though. his heart beat the- 
alarm with the utmoſt impatience at ſight of his. 
Emilia, he was for ſome minutes deterred from. 
obeying the impulſe of his love, by the preſence 
of ſome ladies of faſhion, who, he feared, would 
think the worſe of him, ſhould they ſee him. 
make his compliments in public to a. perſon of. 
| her figure. Nor would the violence of his in- 
ciination have ſo far prevailed over his pride, as. 
to lead him thither, had not he recolleted, that. 
his quality friends would look upon her as ſome 
handiome Abigail, with whom he had an affair 
of gallantry, and of. conſequence give him credit: 
for the intrigue. ; 

Encouraged by this ſuggeſtion, he complied: 
with the diftates of love, and flew to the place 
where his charmar ſat. His air and dreſs were 
ſo remarkable, that it was almoſt impoſſible he: 
ſhould have eſcaped the eyes of a curious ob- 
ferver, eſpecially as he had choſen a time for: 
£aming in, when his entrance could not fail to 
attract the notice of the ſgectators; I mean, when 
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the whole houſe was huſhed in attention to the 
performance on the ſtage. Emilia, therefore, 

erceived him at his firſt approach; ſhe found 
herſelf diſcovered by the direction of his glaſs, 
and gueſſing his intention by his abrupt retreat 
from the box, ſummoned all her fortitude to her 
aid, and prepared for his reception. He advanced 
to her with an air of eagerneſs and joy, tempered 
with modeſty and reſpect, and expreſſed his ſa- 
tisfaction at ſecing her, with a ſeeming reverence 
of regard. Tho? the was extremely well pleaſed 
at this vaexpected behaviour, the ſuppreſſed the 
emotions of her heart, and anſwered his compli- 
ments with affected eaſe and unconcern, ſuch as 
might denote the good humour of a perſon who 
meets by accident with an indifferent acquaint» 
ance, After having certified himfelf of her own 
good health, he very kindly enquired about her 
mother aud Miſs Sophy, gave her to underſtand, 
that he had lately been favoured with a letter 
from Godfrey, that he had actually intended to 
ſet out next morning on a viſit to Mrs. Gauntlet, 
which (now that he was ſo happy as to meet with 


her) he would poſtpone, until he ſhould have 


the pleaſure of attending her to the country. 


After having thanked him for his polite inten- 


tion, the told him, that her mother was ex- 
pected in town in a few days, and that ſhe her- 
felt h come to London fome weeks ago, to 
give her attendance upon her aunt, who had 
been dangerouſly ill, but was now pretty well 
recovered. 

Although the converſation of courſe turned 
upon general topics, during the entertainment 
he took all opportunities of being particular with 
his eyes, through which he conveyed a thouſand 
tender proteſtations. She faw, and inwardly re- 
joiced at the humility of his looks; but, far from 
rewarding it with one approving glance, the in- 
dutirionfily avoided this ocular intercourſe, and 
rather coquetted with a young gentleman that 
ogicd her from the oppoltite box. VPereg.ine's 
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Hagan pager caſily detected her ſentiments, an 
1 


e was nettled at her diſſimulation, which ſerv. 
ed ro confirm him in his unwarrantable defivns 
upon her perſon. He perſiſted in his athduitics 
with indefatigable perſeverance : when the play 


was concluded, handed her and her companion! 


to an hackney-coach, and with difliculty was per- 
mitted to efcort them to the houſe of Frailia's 
uncle, to whom our hero was introduced bv the 


young lady, as an intimate friend of her brothers 


Goditey. 
The old gentleman, who was no ſtranger t1 
the nature of Peregrine's connexion with lis 


. Bfter's family, prevailed upon him to ſtay ſupper, 


and ſeemed particularly well pleaſed with his con- 
verſat ion and deportment, which, by beip of bi, 
natufal fagacity, he wonderfully adapted to the 
hnmour of his entertainer. After ſupper, whey 
the ladies were withdrawn, and the citizen called 
for his pipe, our fly adventurer followed his er- 
ample. Tho' he abhorred the plant, lie tmoak- 
ed with an air of infinite ſatisfaction, and expa— 
tiated upon the virtues of tobacco, as if he had 
been deeply concerned in the Virginia trade. In 
the progreſs of the diſcourſe, he confuited the 
merchant's diſpoſition ; and the national debt 
coming upon the carpet, held forth upon the 
funds like a profeſſed broker. When the alder- 
man complained of the reſtrictions and ditcou- 
ragement of trade, his gueſt inveighed againſt 


exorbitant duties, with the nature of which he 


ſeemed as well acquainted as any commiſſioner 
of the cuſtoms; ſo that the uncle was aſtoniſhed 
at the extent of his knowledge, and expreſſed 
his ſurpriſe, that a gay young gentleman like 
him, ſhould have found either leiſure or inclina- 
tion to conſider ſubjects fo foreign to the faſhion- 
able amuſements of youth, 

Pickle laid hold on this opportunity to tell 
him, that he was deſcended from a race of mer- 
chants; and that, early in life, he had made it 
his buſineſs to inſtruct himſelf-in the different 
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branches of trade, which he not only ſtudicd as 
his family-profeſhion, but alſo as the ſource of 


all our national riches and power. He then 
launched out in praiſe of commerce, and the pro- 
moters thereof; and by way of contraſt, em- 
ployed all his ridicule, in drawing ſuch ludicrous 

ictures of the manuers and education of what is 
called high life, that the tiader's fides were haken 
by laughter, even to the danger of his life; and 
he looked upon our adventurer as a miracle of 
ſobriety and good ſenſc. 

Having thus ingratiated himſelf with the uncle, 
Peregrine took his leave, and next day in the 
forenoon viſited the nicce in his chariot, after 
ſhe had been admoniſhed by her kiniman to be» 
have with circumipection, and cautioned againſt 
negicting or diſcouraging the addreſſes of tuch 
a valuable admirer, 


CHA F- LALE. 
He praſecutes his deſign bon Emilia with great art 
and perjeverance. 


UR adventurer, having by his hypocriſy 

obtained free accets to his miſtrets, began 
the ſiege, by profeſſing the moſt ſincere couri- 
tion for his former levity, and imploring her for- 
giveneſs with ſuch earneft ſupplication, that, 
guarded as ſhe was againſt his flattering arts, ſhe 
began to believe his proteftations, which were 
even accompanicd with rears, and abated a good 
deal of that ſeverity and diſtance the had pro- 
pofed to maintain, during tins interview. She 
would not, however, favour him with the Teait 
acknowledgement of a mutual pathon, becauſe, 
in the midſt of his vows of eternal conſtancy and 
truth, he did not mention one ſyllable of wed- 
lock, though he was now entirely maſter of his 
own conduct; and this conſideration created a 
doubt, which fortified her againſt all his attacks: 
vet, what her diſetetion would have concealed, 
was diicovercd by her eyes, which, in ſpite of all 
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her endeavours, breathed forth complacency and 
love. For her inclination was flattered by her 
own ſelf-ſuſliciency, which imputed her admirer's 
ſilence, in that particular, to the hurry and per- 
turbation of his ſpirits, and perſuaded her, that 
he could not poſlibly regard ker with any other 
than honourable intentions. &- 

The inſidious lover exulted in the tenderneſs 
of her looks, from which he preſaged a compleat 
victory; but, that he might not over-thoot him- 
ſelf by his own precipitation, he would not run 
the riſk of declaring himſelf, until her heart 
ſhould be ſo far entangled within his ſnares, as 
that neither the ſuggeſtions of honour, prudence, 
or pride, ſhould be able to diſengage it. Armed 
with this reſolution, he reſtrained the impatience 


of his temper, within the limits of the molt de- 


licate deportment. After having ſolicited and 
obtained permiſſion to attend her to the next 
opera, he took her by the hand, and preſſing it 
to his lips in the moſt reſpectful manner, went 
away, leaving her in a moſt whimſical ſtate of 
ſuſpence, chequered with an intereſting viciſſi- 
tude of hope aud fear. " 

On the appointed day, he appeared again about 
five o'clock in the afternoon, and found her na- 
tive charms ſo much improved by the advantages 
of dreſs, that he was tranſported with admiration 
and delight ; and while he conducted her to the 
Hay-market, could ſcarce bridle the impetuoſity 
of his paſſion, ſo as to obſerve the ſorbearing 
maxims he had adopted. When ſhe entered the 
pit, he had abundance of food for the gratiica- 
tion of his vanity; for, in a moment, the eclip{- 
ed all the female part of the audience, cach indi- 
vidual allowing in her own heart, that the ſtran- 
ger was by far the handſomeſt woman there pre- 
jent, except herſelf. | 

Here it was that our hero enjoyed a double tri- 


umph: he was vain of this opportunity to en- 


hence his reputation for gallantry among tbe la- 
dics of faltiion, who knew him, and proud of 
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n occaſion to diſplay his quality acquaintance to 


d :milia, that ſhe might entertain the greater idea 
T f the congueſt ſhe had made, and pay the more 
s cference to his importance in the ſequel of his 


addreſſes. That hc might profit as much as poſ- 
ible by this ſituation, he went up and accoſted 
every perſon in the pit, with whom he ever had 
the leaſt communication, whiſpered and laughed 
with an affected air of familiarity, and even 
bowed at a diſtance to fome of the nobility, on 
the ſlender foundation of having ſtood near them 
at court, or preſented them with a pinch of raps 
pee at White's chocolate-houie. 


5 


tiſed with a view of promoting his deſign, was a 
weakneſs that, in ſome degree, infected the 
whole of bis behaviour; for nothing gave him ſo 
much joy in convetjation, as an opportunity of 
giving the company to underſtand, how well he 
was with perſons of diſtinguiſhed rank and cha- 
racter : he would often (for example) obſerve, 
as it were occaſionally, that the duke of G — 
was one of the beſt natured men in the world, 
and fluſtrate this aſſertion by ſome inſtance of 
his aſſability, in which he himſelf was concerns 
- ed: then, by an abrupt tranſition, he would re- 
: peat ſome repartee of lady T , and mention 
J a ecrtain bon mot of the carl of C , which 
a was uttered in his hearing. , 
; Abundance of yuung men, in this manner, 
make free with the names,' though they have ne- 
ver had acceſs. to the perſuns of the nobility ;. 
but, this was not the caſe with Peregrine, who, 
in conſideration of his appearance and ſuppoſed 
| fortune, together with the advantage of his an- 
troduction, was by this time freely admitted to 
the tables of the great. 
in his return with Emilia from the opera, 
though he ſtill maintained the moſt ſcrupulous 
decorum in his behaviour, he plied her. with the 
moſt paſſionate expreſſions of love, ſgueezcd her 
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This ridiculous oftentation, though now prac- 
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hand with great fervency, proteſted that his 
whole ſoul was engrofled by her idea, and that he 
could not exiſt independent of her favour. Plea. 
ſed as ſhe was with his warm and pathetic adarei- 
ſes, together with the reſpeAtul manner ot hi; 
making love, ſhe yet had prudence and reſolution 
ſuthcicnt to contain her tendernefs, which was 
ready to run over; being fortified againſt his 
arts, by reſlecting, that if his aim was honour- 
able, it was now his bulineis to declare it. On 
this coniideration, ſhe refuſcd to make any ſeri- 
ous reply to his earneſt expoſtulations, but affect- 
ed to receive them as the undetermined eſtuſions 
of gallantry and good breeding. 

This fictitious gaiety and good humour, tho' 
it baſſled his hope of extorting from her an ac- 
knowledgnient of which he might have taken 
immediate advantage, nevertheleſs encouraged 
him to obſerve (as the chariot pafſed along the 
Strand), that the night was far advanced; that 
ſupper would certainly be over, before they could 
reach her uacle's houſe; and to propoſe, that he 
ſhonld wait upon her to ſome place, where they 
might be accommodated with a ſight refreſh- 
ment. She was offended at the freedom of this 
propoſal, which, however, ſhe treated as a joke, 
thanking him for his courteous offer, and afſur— 
ing him, that when ſhe ſhould be diſpoſcd for a 
tavern treat, he alone ſhould have the hunvuur of 
beſtowing it. | 8 

Her kinſman being engaged with company 
abroad, and her aant retired to reſt, he had the 
good fortune to enjoy a tete-a-tete with her during 
a whole hour, which he employed with ſuch a 
conſummate Kill, that her caution was almoſt 
overcome. He not only aſſailed her with the 
artillery of fighs, vows, prayers and tears, but 
even pawned his honour in behalf of his love. 
He ſwore with many imprecations, that although 
her heart were ſurrendered to him at diicretion, 


there was a principal within him, which would 
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ever allow him to injure ſuch innocence and 
beauty 3 and the tranſports of his paſſion had, 
pon this occaſion, ſo far over-thot his purpoſe, 
hat if ſhe had demanded an explanation, while 
he was thus agitated, he would have engaged 
himſelf to her wiſh by ſuch ties, as he could not 
poſſibly break, with any regard to his reputation, 
But, from ſuch expoſtulation, ſhe was deterred 
partly by pride, and partly by the dread of find- 


Ling herſelf miſtaken in ſueh an intereſting con- 


ecture. She therefore enjoyed rhe preſent flat- 
tering appearance cf her fate, was prevailed up- 
on to accept the jewels, which he purchaſed with 
nart of his winning at Bath, and with the moſt 
:nchanting condeſcenſion ſubmitted to a warm 
embrace, when he took his leave, after having 
Htained permiſſion to viſit her, as often as his 
inclination and convenience would permit. 

In his return to his own lodgings, he was buoy- 
d up with his ſucceſs to an extravagance of 
hope, already congratulated himſelf upon his tri- 
umph over Emilia's virtue, and began to project 
future conqueſts among the molt dignified cha- 
racters of the female ſex. But his attention was 
not at all diſſipated by theſe vain, reflections ; he 
clolved to concentrate the whole exertion of his 


ſoul upon the execution of his preſent plan, de- 


iſted, in the mean time, from all other ſchemes 
of pleaſure, intereſt and ambition, and took 


lodgings in the city, for the more commodious 


ccompliſhment of his purpoſe. 
While our lover's imagination was thus agtee- 
bly regaled, his miſtreſs did not enjoy her ex- 
Dectations, without the intervention of doubts 
ind anxiety. His filence touching the final aim 
}f his addreſſes was a myſtery on which the was 
afraid of exercifing her ſagacity; and her uncle 
ormented her with enquiries into the circumſtan- 
es of Peregrine's profeſſions and deportment. 


Rather than give this relation the leaſt cauſe of 
Fulpiciva, which muſt have cut off all intercourſe 
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betwixt her and her admirer, ſhe ſaid every thing 


which the thought would ſatisfy his care and con- 


cern for her welfare, and in conſequence of ſuch 


repreſentation, ſhe enjoyed, without reſerve, the 
company of our adventurer, who proſecuted 
his plan with ſurpriſing eagerneſs and perſeve- 
rance. 


„ Us A LXXVI. 
He prevails upon Emilia to accompany him to « 
maſquerade, makes a treacherous attempt upon her 
affertion, and meets with a deſerved repulſe. 


CARCE a night elapſed in which he did} 
LY) not conduct her to ſome public entertain-| 
ment. When, by the dint of his inſidious car-| 
riage, he thought himſelf in full poſſeſſion of her} 
confidence and affection, he lay in wait for an} 
opportunity; and hearing her vbſerve in conver-} 


ſation, that ſhe had never been at a maſquerade, 


begged leave to attend her to the next ball; at. 
the ſame time, extending his invitation to the 
young lady, in whoſe company he had found her} 
at the play, ſhe being preſent when this ſubjed) 
of diſcourſe was introduced. He had flattered 
himſelf, that this gentlewoman would decline the, 


propoſal, as ſhe was a perſon ſcemingly of a de- 
mure diſpoſition, who had been born and bred in 


the city, where ſuch diverſions are looked upon 


as ſcenes of lewdneſs 2nd debauchery. For once, 
however, he reckoned without his hoſt ; curioſit) 
15 as prevalent in the city as at the court end of 
the town : Emilia no ſooner ſignified her aſſent tg 
his propoſal, than her friend, with an air of fa 
tis faction, agreed to make one of the partie; and 
he was obliged to thank her for that complaiſance 
which laid him under infinite mortification. He 
ſet his genius at work, to invent ſome ſcheme to 
preventing her unſeaſonable intruſion. Had an 


opportunity offered, he would have acted as hei 
phylician, and adminiſtered a medicine tha 
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would have laid her under the agar; of ſtaying 
at home: but his acquaintance with her being 
too ſlight to furniſh him with the means of exe- 
euting this expedient, he deviſed another, which 
was practiſed with all imaginable ſucceſs. Under- 
ſtanding that her grandmother had left her a ſum 
of money independent of her parents, he convey- 
ed a letter to her mother, intimating, that her 
daughter, on pretence of going to the maſque- 
rade, intended to beſtow herſelf in marriage to a 
certain perſon, and that in a few days ſhe would 
be informed of the circumſtances pf the whole 
intrigue, provided ſhe would keep this informa- 
tion ſecret, and contrive fome excuſe for detain- 
ing the young lady at home, without giving her 
cauſe to believe ſhe was appriſed of her inten- 
tion. This billet, ſubſcribed, Your well wiſher, 
end unknown humble ſervant, had the deſired effect 
upon the careful matron, who, on the ball-day, 
feigned herſelf fo extremely ill, that miſs could 
0t, with any decency, quit her mamma's apart- 
ment; and therefore ſent her apology to Emilia 
in the afternoon, immediately after the arrival of 
Peregrine, who pretended to be very much afflict- 
ed with the diſappointment, while his heart 
throbbed with a tranſport of joy. 

About ten o'clock the lovers ſet out for the 
Hay- market, he being dreſſed iu the habit of 
Pantaloon, and ſhe in that of Columbine; and 
they had ſcarce entered the houſe, when the mu- 
fic ſtruck, up, the curtain was withdrawn, and 
the whole ſcene diſplayed at once, to the 2umira- 


tion of Emilia, whoſe expectation was infinitely 


ſurpaſſed by this exhibition. Our gallant having 
conducted her through all the different apart- 
ments, and deſcribed the ceconomy of the place, 
led her into the circle, and, in their turn, they 
danced ſeveral minuets; then going to the fide. . 
board, he prevailed upon her to eat {ome ſweet- 


meats and drink a glats of Champagne. After a 


ſecond review of the company, they engaged in 
Vor. II. 11 


—— 
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country dances, at which exerciſe they continued 
until our adventurer concluded, that his partner“ 
blood was ſufficiently warmed for the proſecutionſÞ 
of his defign. On this ſuppoſition, which wag 
built upon ber declaring, that ſhe was thirſty and 
fatigued, he perſuaded her to take a little reireth.l 
ment and repoie; and for that purpoſe, handed 
her down ſtairs into the eating-room, where, 
having ſeated her on the floor, he preſented | her 


+ „% „ A cod 


with a glaſs of wine and water; and, as ſhe com-; : 
viatned of being faint, enriched the draught witli ! 
tome drops of a certain elixir, which he recom- = 
mended as a molt excellent reſtorative, though iM t 
was no other than a ſtimulating tincture, which : 
he had treachcrouſly provided for the occaſion, Fi 
Having ſwallowed this potion, by which hel « 
ſpirits were manifeſtly exhilarated, ſhe eat f 
flice of ham, with the wing of a cold pullet 
and concluded the meal with a glaſs of Bur \ 
gundy, which ſhe drank at the earncſt intreatjF | 
of her admirer. Theſe extraordinary cordiallY } 
co-operating with the ferment of her blood ; 
which was heated by violent motion, could vol \ 
fail to affect the conſtitution of a delicate young 
creature, who was naturally iprightly and vol f 
tile. Ber eyes began to ſparkle with unuſual bin 1 
and vivacity, a thouſand brilliant ſallies ef vil x 
eſcaped her, and every maſk that accoſted bel n 
underwent ſome imarting repartee. } 

Peregrine, overjoyed at the ſucceſs of his dl t 
miniſtration, propoſed that they ſhould refur 7; 
their places at ihe country-dances, with a vil, b 


to promote and aſſiſt the efficacy of his elizxirff n 
and when he thought her diſpofition was proper 
iy adapted for the theme, began to ply her will v 
all the elocution of love. In order to elevate ht. 
own ſpirits to that pitch of reſolution which bi tc 
ſcheme required, he drank two whole bottles 

Burgundy, which inflamed his paſhtion to ſuch N u 
degree, that he found himielt capable of undertz 
king and perpetrating any ſcheme for the gratiſ jr 
cation of his deſixe. 
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Emilia, warmed by ſo many concurring incen— 
tives, in favour of the man ſhe loved, abated 
conſiderably of her wonted reſerve, liſtened to 


his proteſtations wich undiſſembled pleaſure, and 
P ) 


in the confidence of her ſatisfaction, even owned 
him abſzlute maſter of her aitteRions. Raviſhed 
with this confeilion, he now deemed himſelf on 
the brink of reaping the delicious fruits of his art 
and aſhJdunty; and the morning being already 
pretty far advanced, aſſented with rapture to the 


tir{t propoſal ſhe made of retiring.to her lodgings. 


The blinds of the chariot being pulled up, he 


took advantage of the favourable ſituation of her 


thoughts; and on pretence of being whimſical, 
in couſequence of the wine he had ſwallowed, 
claſped her in his arms, and reprinted a thou- 


ſand kiſſes on ber pouting lips, a freedom which. 


ſhe pardoned as the privilegs of 1ntoxication, 
While he thus indulged himfelf with impunity, 


the carriage halted, and Pipes opening the door, 


his maſter handed her into the pallage, before ſhe 
nerceived that it was not her uncle's houſe, at 
which they had alighted. | 

 Alarmed at this diſcovery, ſhe with ſome con- 
futon deſired to know his reaſon” for conducting 
her to a ſtrange place at theſe hours: but he. 
made no reply, until he had led her into an apart- 
ment, when he gave her to underitand, that as 
her uncle's family muſt be diſturbed by her going 
thither fo late in the night, and the ſtreets near. 
Temple bar were infeſted by a multitude of rob- 
bers and cut-chroats, he had ordered his coach- 


man to halt at this houſe, which was kept by a. 


relation of his, a mighty good fort. of a gentie- 
woman, who would be proud of an opportunity 
to accommodate a perſon for whom he was known 
to entertain ſuch tenderneis and eſteem. 

Emilia had too much penetration to bc impoſed 
upon by this plauſible pretext : in ſpite of her 
partiality for Petcgrine, which had never been 
inflamed to ſuck a pitch of complacency before, 
ſhe comprchended his whole plan in a twinkling. 
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Though her blood boiled with indignation, ſhe 
thanked him with an affected air of ſerenity for 
his kind concern, and expreſſed her obligation to 
his coutin ; but, at the ſame time, inſiſted upon 
going home, leſt her abſence ſhould terrify her 
uncle and aunt, who ſhe knew would not retire 
to reſt, till her return. 

He urged her, with a thouſand remonſtrances, 


to conſult her own eafe and ſafety, promiſing to | 
ſend Pipes into the city, for the ſatisfaction of? 


her relations : but finding her obſtinately deaf to 
his intreaties, hc aſſured her, that he would in a 


few minutes comply with her requeſt ; and, in } 


the mean time, begged the would fortify herlelf | 
againſt the cold with a cordial, which he poured | 


out in her preſence, and which (now that her 
ſuſpicion was arouſed) ſhe refuied to taſte, not- 
withſtanding all Nis importunities. He then fell 


upon his knees before her, and the tears guſhing © 


from his eyes, ſwore that his paſſion was wound |; 


up to ſuch a pitch of impatience, that he could 


no longer hve upon the unſubſtantial food of cx- 
pectation; and that, if ſhe would not vouchiafe 
to crown his happineſs, he would forthwith ſa- 


crifice himſelf to her diſdain. Such an abiupt 


addreſs, accompanied with all the ſymptoms of 
frantic agitation, could not fail to perplex and at- 
fright the gentle Emilia, who, after ſome recol- |: 
lection, replied with a reſolute tone, that ſhe | 
could not ſee what reaſon he had to complain of |: 


her reſerve, which ſhe was not at liberty to lay“ 


entirely aſide, until he ſhould have avowed his 
intentions in form, and obtaincd the ſanction of 


thoſe whom it was her duty to obey. © Divine |? 


of parents are ſordid, filly and confined : ſeek not 


then to ſubject my paſſion to ſuch low reſtrictions 
as were calculated for the purpoſes of common | 
liſe. My love is too delicate and refined, to wear 


b] ; 
* 
22 


'* 
A 


creature! (cried he, ſeizing her hand, and preſ- 
fing it to his lips) it is from you alone I hope for 
that condeſcenſion, which would overwhelm me 
with tranſports of celeſtial bliſs. The ſentiments | 
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FEREUONINE PTCK LE. 173 
thoſe vulgar fetters, which ſerve only to deſtroy 


the merit of voluntary affection, and to upbraid 


à man inceflantly with the articles of compulſion, 
under which he lies. My dear angel! ſpare me 
the mortification of being compelled to love you, 
and reign ſole empreſs of my heart and fortune. 
1 will not affront you ſo much as to talk of ſet- 
tlements; my all is at your diſpoſal. In this 
pocket-book are notes to the amount of two thous 
ſand pounds; do me the pleaſure to accept of 
them; to-morrow I will lay ten thouſand more in 
your lap. In a word, you ſhall be miſtreſs of my 
whole eſtate, and I ſhall think myſelf happy in 
living dependent on your bounty !” 

Heavens! what were the emotions of the vir— 
tuous, the ſenſible, the delicate, the tender Emi» 
la's heart, when the heard this inſolent declara- 
tion from the mouth of a man, whom ſhe had 
honoured with her affection and eſteem ! It was 
not ſimply horror, grief, or indignation that ſhe 
felt, in coniequence of this unworthy treatment, 
but the united pangs of all together, which pro- 
duced a fort of hyſteric laugh, while ſhe told 
him, that ſhe could not help admiring his gene- 
rofity. | | 

Deceived by this convulſion, and the ironical 


compliment that attended it, the lover thought 


he had already made great progreſs in his opera- 


tions, and that it was now his buſineſs to ſtorm 


the fort by a vigorous aſſault, that he might ſpare 
her the confuſion of yielding without refiſtance. 
Poſſeſſed by this vain ſuggeſtion, he ſtarted up, 
and folding her in his arms, began to obey the 
furious dictate of his unruly and ungenerous 
defie. With an air of cool determination, ſhe 
demanded a parley; and when, upon her re— 
peated requeſt, he granted it, addreſſed herſelf 
ta him in thete words, while her eyes gleamed 
with all the dignity of the moſt awful reſentment, 
Sir, I ſcorn to upbraid you with a repetition 
of your former vows and proteſtations, nor will I 
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recapitulare the little arts you have practiſed to 
eninare my heart; becauſe, though by dint of 
the moſt perfidicus difſimulation, you have found 
means to deceive my opinion, your utmoſt efforts 
have never been able to lull the vigilance of my 
conduct, or to engage mv affection beyond the 

power of diſcarding you without a tear. whenever 
my honour ſhould demand ſuch-a ſacrifice. Sir, 

you are unworthy of my concern or regret, and 
the figh that now ſtrnggles from my breaſt, is the 
reſult of forrow, ſor my own want of diſcernment. 
As for your preſent attempt upon my chaſtity, I 
deſpiſe your power, as I deteſt your intention. 


Though, under the maſk of the moſt delicate re- 5 


fpe&, you have decoyed me from the immediate 


protection of my friends, a and contrived other Þ 
impious ſtratagems to ruin my peace and reputa- 
tion, I confide too much in my own e i 


and the authority of the law, to admit one 


thought of fear, much leſs to fink under the _ 


ror of this ſhocking ſituation, into which I hav 


been ſeduced, Sir, your behaviour on this occa- 


fion, is. in all reſpects, low and contemptible ; 
for, rufhan as you are. vou durſt not harbour 
one thought of executing your exccrable icheme, 
while you knew my brother was near enough to 
prevent, or revenge the inſult; ſo that you muſt 
not only be a treacherous villain, but allo a moſt 
deſpicable coward,” Having expreſled her ſelf in 
this manner, with a moſt majeſtic ſeverity of aſ- 
pect, ſhe opened the door, and walking down 
ſtairs with furpriſing reſolution, committed her- 
felf to the care of a watchman, who accommoda- 


ted her with a hackney chair, in which ſhe was 


ſafely conveyed to her uncle's houſe. 
Mean while, the lover was ſo confounded and 
over-awed by theſe cutting reproaches, and her 


animated behaviour, that all his reſolution ſor- 


ſook him, and le found himſelf not only incapa-— 
ble of obſtructing her retreat, but even of ut- 
tering one jyllable to deprecate her wrath, or ex- 
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tenuate the guilt of his own. conduct. The na- 
ture of his diſappointment, and the keen remorie 
that ſeized him, when he reflected upon the dit- 
honourable footing on which his character ſtood 
with Emilia, raiſed ſuch perturbation in his 
mind, that his ſilence was ſucceeded by a violent 
fit of diſtraction, during which he raved like a 
Bedlamite, and acted a thouſand extravagances, 
which convinced the people of the houſe (a cer- 
tain bagnio), that he had actually loſt his wits. 
Pipes, with great concern, adopted the ſame 
opinion; and, being aſſiſted by the waiters, hin- 
dered him, by main force, from running out and. 
purſuing the lair fugitive, whom, in his delirium, 
he alternately curſed and commended, with hor 
rid imprecations, and laviſh applauſe. His faith- 
ſul valet, having waited two whole hours, in hope 
of ſeeing this guſt of paihon overblown, and per- 
ceiving that the paroxyſm ſeemed rather to in- 
creaſe, very prudently tent for a phyſician of his, 
maſter's acquaintance, who having conſidered the 
circumſtances and ſymptoms of the diſorder, di- 
rected that he ſhonld be plentifully blooded, 
without lots of time, and preſcribed a draught 
to compolte the turnult of his ſpirits. Theſe orders 
being pupctually performed, he grew more calm 
and tractable, recovered his reflection fo far, as 
to be aſhamed of the extaſy he had undergone, 
inffered himiclf quietly to be undreſſed, and put 
to bed, where the fatigue occaſioned by his exer= 
eiſe at the maſquerade, co-operated with the pre- 
jent diſſipatiop of his ſpirits to lull him into a pro- 
found tleep, which greatly tended to the preſer- 
vation of his intellects: not that he found him- 
felt in a ſtate of perfect tranquillity, when he 
waked about noon. Ihe remembrance of what 
had paſted overwhelmed him with mortificarion. 
Emilia's invectives ſtiil founded in his cars: and 
while he deeply reſented her diſdain, he could not 
help admiring her ſpirit, and in his heart did ho- 
mage to her charms. | | 
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C5 AF. LXXVII. 
He endeavours to reconcile himſelf to his miſtreſs, 
and expoſtulates with the uncle, wwho forbids him 
the houſe. 


N this ſtate of diviſion, he went home to his 

own lodgings in a chair; and while he deli. 
berated with himſelf whether he ſhould relin— 
quiſh the purſuit, and endeavour to baniſh her 
idea from his breaſt, or go immediately and 
humble himfelf before his exaſperated miſtreſs, 
and offer his hand as an atonement for his crime, 


his ſervant put in his hand a packet, which had 
been delivered by a ticket porter, at the door. 
He no ſoener perceived that the ſuperſeription 
was in Emilia's hand- writing, than he gueſfed © 
the nature of the contents; and opening the ſeal 
with diforfered eagerneſs, found the jewets he © 
had given to her, incloſed in a billet couched in 


theſe words: 


3 en , 
TREES EVER" or ugg 


was HAT I way have no cauſe to reproach my- | 


ſelf with 


hor, I take this opportunity of reſtoring theſe 


ineffectual inſtruments of his infamous defign 2 


upon the honour of | EMILIA,” 


His chagrin was ſo much galled and inflamed | 


at the bitterneſs of this contemptuous meſſage, 
that he gnawed his fingers till the blood ran over 
his nails, and even wept with vexation.  Some- 
times he vowed revenge againſt her haughty vir- 
tue, and reviled himſelf for his precipitate decla- 
ration, before his ſcheme was bronght to matu- 
rity ; then he would conſider her behaviour with 
reverence and regard, and bow before the irre- 
ſiſtible power of her attractions. In ſhort, his 
breaſt was torn. by conflicting paſſions; love, 
ſhame and remot ſe, contended with vanity, am- 
bition and revenge; and the ſuperiority was ſtill 
doubtful, when headitrong dehre interpoſed, and 


aving retained the leaſt memo- |? 
rial of a wretch whom I equally deſpiſe and ab- 
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decided in favour of an attempt towards a recon- 
ciliation with the offended fair. 

Impelled by this motive, he ſet out in the af- 
ternoon.for the houſe of her uncle, not without 
hopes of that tender enjoyment, which never fails- 
to attend an accommodation betwixt two lovers 
of taſte and ſenſibility. Though the conſciouſ- 


nels of his treſpaſs encumbered him with an air of 
aukward confuſion, he was too confident of his 


own qualiſications and addreſs to deſpair of for- 


giveneſs; and by that time he arrived at the 


citizen's gate, he had corned a very artful and: 
pathetic harangue, which he propoſed to utter in 


his own behalf, laying the blame of his conduct- 


on the impetuolity of his paſſion, incenſed by the 
Burgundy, which he had too liberally drank : 
but he did not meet with an opportunity to avail. 
himſelf of this preparation, Emilia, fſpetting. 
that he would take ſome ſtep of this kind to re- 
trieve her favour, had gone abroad on preteace of. 
viliting, after having ſignified to her kinſman, 


her reſoluuion to avoid the company of Peregrine, 


on account of ſeme ambiguities which (the faid) 
were laſt night remarkable in his demeanour, at. 
the maſquerade. She choſe to inſinuate her ſuſ- 


picions in theſe hints, rather than give an expli-- 


cit detail of the young man's diſhonourable con- 
trivance, which might have kindled the reſent- 
ment of the family to ſome dangerous pitch of. 
animoſity and revenge. ; 

Our adventurer; finding himſelf baffled in bis. 
expectation. of feeing her, inquired for the old. 
gentleman, with whom he thought he had influ- 
ence enough to make his apology good, in caſe 
he ſhould find him prepoſſeſſed by. the young la- 
dy's information. But: here too he was diſap- 
pointed; the uncle had gone to dine in the coun- 
try, and his wife was indiſpoſed; ſo that he had 
no pretext for ſtaying in the houte, till the return 
of his charmer, Being, however, fruitful of cx- 
pedients, he diſmiffed his chariot, and took poſe. 
teihon. of a room in a tavern, the windows of 
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which fronted the merchant's gate; and there he 
propoſed to watch until he ſhould ſee her ap- 
roach. This ſcheme he put in practice with 
indefatigable patience, though it was not attend- 
ed with the expected ſucceſs. 
Emilia, whoſe caution was equally vigilant and 
commendable, foreſeeing that ſhe might be ex- 
1 to the fertility of his invention, came home 
y a private paſſage, and entered by a poſtern, 
which was altogether unknown to her admirer ; 
and her uncle did not arrive, until it was fo late, 
that he could not with any decency demand a 
conference. 
Next morning, he did not fail to preſent him- 
ſelf at the door, and his miſtreſs being denied by 
her own expreſs direction, inſiſted upon ſeeing 
the maſter of the houſe, who received him with 
ſuch coldneſs of civility, as plainly gave him to 
underſtand, that he was acquainted with the diſ- 
pleaſure of his niece. He therefore, with an air 
of candour, told the citizen, he could cafily per- 
ceive, by his behaviour, that he was the confi- 
dant of Miſs Emily, of whom he was come to 
aſk pardon for the offence he had given ; and did 
Not doubt, if he could be admitted to her pre- 
ſence, that he ſhould he able to convincer her, 
that he had not erred intentionally, or at leaſt 
propoſe ſuch reparation, as would eſfectually 
atone for his fault. 
To this remonſtrance the merchant, without 
any ceremony or circumlocution, anſwered, that 
though he was ignorant of the nature of his of- 
fence, he was very certain, that it mult have 
been ſomething very flagrant that could irritate 
his niece to ſuch a degree, againſt a perſon for 
whom the had formerly a moſt particular regard, 
He owned, the had declared her intention to re— 
nounce his acquaintance for ever, and, doubt- 
leſs, ſhe had good reaſon for ſo doing; neither 
would he undertake to promote an accommo— 
dation unleſs he would give him full power to 
treat on the ſcore of matrimony, which he ſup- 
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poſed would be the only means of evincing his 
own ſincerity, and obtaining Emilia's forgive- 
nets. | 

Peregrine's pride was kindled by this blunt de- 
claration, which he could not help conſidering as 
the reſult of a ſcheme concerted betwixt the 
young lady and her uncle, in order to take the ad- 
vantage of his heat. He therefore replied, with 
manifeſt ſigns of diſguſt, that he did not appre- 
hend there was any occaſion for a mediator to 
reconcile the difference betwixt Emilia and him; 
and that all he defired was an opportunity of 
plcading in his own behalf. 

The citizen frankly told him, that as his niece 
had exprefled an earneſt deſire of avoiding his 
company, he would not put the leaſt conſtraint 
upon her inclination; and in the mean time gave 
him to know, that he was particularly engaged. 

Our hero glowing with indignation at this ſu- 
percilious treatment; „I was in the wrong (ſaid 
he) to look for good manners ſo far on this fide 
of Temple-bar: but you mult give me leave to 


tell you, Sir, that unleſs I am favoured with an 


interview with Miſs Gauntlet, I ſhall conclude, 
that you have actually laid a conſtraint upon her 
inclination, for ſome ſiniſter purpoſes of your 
own.“ * Sir, replied the old gentleman) you 
are welcome to make what concluſions ſhall ſeem 
good unto your own imagination; but, pray be 
ſo good as to allow me the privilege of being 
maſter in my own houſe.” So ſaying, he very 
complaiſantly ſhewed him to the door; and our 
lover being diffident of his own temper, as well 
as afraid of being uſed with greater indignity, in 
2 place where his perſonal proweſs would on] 

ſerve to heighten his diſgrace, quitted the 5 


in a tranſport of rage, which he could not wholly 


ſuppreſs, telling the landlord, that if his age did 


not protect him, he would have chaſtiſed him for 


his inſolent behaviour, 
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4-0 A: 3 LXXVIII. 

He projefs a violent ſcheme, in conſequence ef a hich 
he is involved in a meſt fatiguing adventure, 
which greatly tends towards the augmentation of his 
chagrin, AE | 

FP HUS debarred of perſonal communication 

with his miſtreſs, he eſſayed to retrieve her 
good graces by the moſt ſubmiſhve and pathetic 
letters, which he conveyed by divers artifices to 
her peruſal; but reaping no manner of benefit 
from theſe endeavours, his paſſion acquired a de- 
gree of impatience, little inferior to downright 
frenzy; and he determined to run every riſk of 
life, fortune and reputation, rather than deſiſt 
from his unjuſtifiable purſuit. Indeed, his reſent- 
ment was now as deeply concerned as his love, 
and each of theſe paſſions equally turbulent and 

Joud in demanding gratification. He kept centi- 

nels continuaily in pay to give him notice of her 

. outgoings, in expectation of ſinding ſome oppor - 

tunity to carry her off; but her circumſpection 

entirely fruſtrated his defign; for ſhe ſuſpected 
every thing of that ſort from a diſpoſition like his, 
and regulated her motions accordingly. 

| Baffled by her prudence and penetration, he 

altered his plan. On pretence of being called 

to his country-houſe by ſome affair of importance, 
he departed from London, and taking lodgings at 

a farmer's houſe that ſtood near the road through 


which ſhe muſt have neceſſarily paſſed, in her 


return to her mother, concealed himiſelf from all 
intercourſe, except with his valet de chambre 
and Pipes, who had orders to ſcour the country, 
and reconnoitre every horſe, coach, 'or cariiage, 
that ſhould appear on that highway, with a'view 
of intercepting his Amanda in her paſſage. 

He had waited in this ambuſcade a whole week, 
when his valet gave him notice that he and his 
fellow-ſcout had diſcovered a chaiſe and fix, dri- 
ving at full ſpeed towards them; upon which, 
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they had ſlapped their hats over their eyes, fo as 
that they might not be known, in "caſe they 
mould be ſeen, and concealed ebene e behind 
a hedge, from w hence they could perceive in the 
carriage, as it paſſed, a young man plainly dreſſed, 
with a lady in 4 maik, of the exact ſize, ſhape 
and air of Emilia; and that Pipes iollowed them 
at a diſtance, while he rode back te communi— 
cate this picce of intelligence. 

Peregrine would ſcarce allow him time to cons» 
clude his information; he ran down to the ſtable, 
where his horſewas kept ready ſaddled for the pur- 
poſe, and, never doubting that the lady in queſtion 
was his miltreſs; artended by one of her uncle's 
clecks, mounted immediately, and rode full gallop 
after the chaiſe, which (when he had procceded 
about two miles) he underſtood from Pipes, had 
put up at a neighbouring inn. Tho' his inclination 
prompted him to cuter her apartment without far- 
ther delay, he ſuffered hin{elf to be difiuaded from 
taking tuch a precipitate ltep, by his privy-coun- 
ſellor, who obſerved, that it would be impracti- 
cable to execute his purpoſe of conveying her 
againſt ker will from a public inn, that ſtood in 
the midſt of a populous village, which would in- 
fallibly riſe in hier defence. He advifed him 
therefore to he in wait for the chaiſe, in {ome re- 


mote and private part of the road, where they #| 


might accompliſh their aim without difficulty or 
danger. In conſequence of this admonition, our 
adventurer ordered Pipes to reconnoitre the inn, 
that ſhe might not eſcape anather way, while he 
and the valct, in order to avoid being teen, took 
a circuit by an unfrequented path, and placed 
themſelves in ambuſh, on a ſpot which they chote 
for the ſcene of their atchievement. Here they 


tarried a full hour, without ſecing the carriage, 


or hearing from the centinel :; ſo that the youth, 
unable to exert his patience one moment longer, 

left the foreigner in his ſtation, and rode hack to 
his faithful lacquey, who aſſured him, that the 
travellers had not * hove up their anchor, or 


procecded on their voyage. 
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Notwithitanding this intimation, Pickle began 
to entertain ſuch alarming ſuſpicions, that he 
could not refrain from advancing to the gate, 
and enquire for the company which had lately 
arrived in 2 chaiſe and fix. The inn-keeper, 
who was not at all pleaſed with the behaviour of 
thoſe pallengers, did not think proper to obſerve 
the inſtructions he had received; on the con- 
trary, he plainly told him, that the chaiſe did 
not halt, but only entered at one door, and went 
out at the other, with a view to deceive thoſe 
who purfued it, as he gueſſed from the words of 
the gentleman, who had earneſtly defired, that 
his rout might be concealed from any perſon who 
ſhould enquire about their motions, “ As for 
my own peart, meaſter, (continued this chari— 
table publican) I believes as how they are no 
better than they ſhould be, elſe they would'nt be 
in ſuch a deadly fear of being overtaken. Me- 
thinks (ſaid I) when I faw them in ſuch a 
woundy pother to be gone, oddſheaitikins ! this 
muſt be ſome London *prentice running away with 
his meaſter's daughter, as ſure as I'm a living 
ſoul. But, be he who he will, ſartain it is, a 
has nothing of the gentleman about en; for, 
thof a axed ſuch a favour, a never once put hand 
in pocket, or ſaid, Dog, will you drink?“ 
Howſomever, that don't argufy in reverence of 
his being in a hurry; and a man may be fome- 
times a little too judgmarical in his conjectures.” 
In all probability, this loquacious landlord would 
have ſerved the traveller effectually, had Pere- 
grine heard him to an end: but this impetuous 
youth, far from liſtening to the ſequel of his ob- 
ſervaticns, interrupted him in the beginning of 
his career, by aſking eagerly, which road they 
followed; and having received the inn-keeper's 
directions, clapped ſpurs to his horſe, command- 
ing Pipes to make the valet acquainted with his 
F courſe, that they might attend him with all ima» 
ginable diſpatch, 
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By the publican's account of their conduct, 
his former opinion was fully confirmed ; he plied 
his ſteed to the height of his mettle, and fo much 
was his imagination engroſſed by the proſpect of 
having Emilia in his power, that he did not per- 
ceive the road on which he travelled was quite 
different from that which led to the habitation of 
Mrs. Gauntlet. The valet de chambre was an 
utter ſtranger to that part of the country; and 
as for Mr. Pipes, ſuch conſiderations were alto- 
gether foreign to the economy of his reflection. 

Ten long miles had our hero rode, when his 
cyes were bleſſed with the fight of the chaiſe 
aſcending an hill, at the diſtance of a good league; 
upon which he doubled his diligence in fucha 
manner, that he gained upon the carriage every 1} 
minute, and at length approached ſo near to it, 
that he could diſcern the lady and her conductor, 
with their heads thruſt out at the windows, look- 2 p 
ing back, and ſpeaking to the driver alternately, 1% 
as if they earneſtly beſought him to augment the 
ſpeed of his cattle. | 1 i 

Being thus, as it were, in ſight of port, while by . 
he croſſed the road, his horſe happened to plunge 33 ; ons 
into a cart rut, with ſuch violence, that he was _ 
thrown ſeveral yards over his head; and the. q _ 
beaſt's ſhoulder being ſlipt by the fall, he found n_ 
himſelf diſabled from plucking the fruit, which 
was almoſt within his reach; for he had left his 
ſervants at a confiderable diſtance behind him; _— 
and although they had been at his back, and ſup- 
plied him with another horſe, they were ſo in- 
differently mounted, that he could nor ene, 


2 + 


> 4 —— 


= ———ů ts Fog, — — 
wo he + 
—_— * 
2 * 22 1 
— 
= 


by this diſaſter, that the chaiſe vaniſhed in a mo- 
ment. 

It may be eaſily conceived, how a young man 
of his diſpoſition paſſed his time, in this tanta- 
lizing ſituation. He ejaculated with great fer- 
vency, but his prayers were not the effects of re- 
ſignation. He ran back on foot with incredible 
ipced, in order to meet his valet, whom he uns 
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horſed in a twinkling; and, taking his ſeat, be- 
gan to exerciie his whip and ſpurs, after having 
ordered the Swits to follow him on the other geld- 
ing, and committed the lame hunter to the care 
of Pipes. 

Matters being adjuſted in this manner, our 
adventurer proſecuted the race with all his might; 
and having made ſome progieſs, was informed 
by a countryman, that the chaiſe had ſtruck of 


ment, was by. that time about three miles a head ; 
though in all probability, the horſes would no! 
be able to hold out much longer, becauſe they 
teemed to be. quite ſpent when they paſſed his 
door. Encouraged. by tlus intimation, Peregine 
puſhed on with great alacrity ;. though he could 
nut regain ſight of the deſired object, till the 
clouds of night began to deepen, and cven then 
he enjoyed nothing more than a tranſicnt glimpſe ; 
for the carriage was ao ſooner ſeen, than throud- 
ed again from. his view. Theſe vexatious cir- 
cumitances animated his endeavours, while they 
writated: his chagrin :. in ſhort, he continued his 
purſuit till the night was far advanced, and him- 
ſelf ſo uncertain about the object of his care, that 
he entered a ſolitary inn, with a view of obtaining 
ſome intelligence; when, to his infinite joy, he 
perceived the chaiſe ſtanding by itſelf, aud the 
horſes panting in the yard. In full confidence of 
his having arrived at laſt at the goal of all his 
withes, he alighted inſtantaneouſly, and running. 
up to the coackman, with a piſtol in his hand, 

commanded. him, in an imperious tone, to con— 

duct him to the lady's chamber, on pain of death.. 
Tac driver, aftrighted at this menacing addreſs, 
proteſted with great humility, that he did not. 
know whither his fare had retircd; for that he him- 

felf was paid and difinified from his ſervice, be- 
cauſe he would not undertake to drive them all. 
night croſs the country, without ſtopping to refreſh, 
his horſes: but he pramiſed to go in queſt of the. 
Waiicr, who would fhew him to their apartment. 


into another road, and, according to his judg- | 


PWW W” = 9 MW. 


SEE 
52 8 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 185 


He was accordingly detached on that errand, 
while our hero flood centinel at the gate, till the 
arrival of his valet de chambre, who joining him 
by accident, before the coachman returned, reliev- 
ed him in his watch; and then the young gentle- 
man, exaſperated at his meſſenger's delay, ruſhed 
with fury in his eyes from room to room, de- 
nouncing vengeance upon the whole family; but 
he did not meet with one living ſoul, until he en- 
tercd the garret, where he found the landlord and 
his wife in bed. 'This chicken- hearted couple, 
by the light of a ruſh-candle that burned on the 
hearth, ſeeing a ſtranger burſt into the chamber, 
in ſuch a terrible attitude, were ſeized with con- 
ſternation; and exalting their voices, in a moſt 
lamentable ſtrain, begged for the paſſion of 
Chriſt, that he would ſpare their lives, and take 
all they had. 

Peregrine gueſſing from this exclamation, and 
the cicumſtance of their being abed, that they 
miſtook him for a robber, and were ignorant of 


that which he wanted to know, deſpelled their 


terror, by making them acquainted with the 
cauſe of his viſit, and deſired the huſband to get 
up with all poſhble diſpatch, in order to aſſiſt and 
attend him in his ſearch, 

Thus reinforced, he rummaged every corner 
of the inn, and at laſt finding the oſtler in the 
ſtable, was by him informed (to his unſpeak- 
able mortiſication), that the gentleman and lady 
who arrived in the chaiſe, had immediately hired 
poſt-horſes for a certain village at the diſtance of 
fiftcen miles, and departed without halting for 
the Jeaſt refreſhment. Our adventurer, mad 
with his difappointment, mounted his horſe in an 
inſtant, and, with his attendant, took the ſame 


road, with ful} determination to die, rather than 


deſiſt from the proſecution of his deſign. He had, 
by this time, rode upwards of thirty miles ſince 
three o'clock 1a the afternoon ; ſo that the horſes 
were almoſt quite jaded, and travelled this ſtage 
ſo ſlowly, that it was morning before they reaclicd 
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the place of their deſtination, where far from 
finding the fugitives, he underſtood, that no ſuch 
perſons as he deicribed had paſted that way, and 
that in all likelihood, they had taken a quite 
contrary direction, while, in order to miflead him 
in his purſuit, they had amuſed the oftler with a 
falſe route. This conjecture was ſtrengthened, 
by his perceiving (now for the firſt time) that he 
had deviated a conſiderable way from the road, 
through which they muſt have journeyed, in or- 
der to arrive at the place of ber mother's refi- 
gence; and theſe ſuggeſtions utterly deprived lim 
of the ſmall remains of recollection, which he 
had hitherto retained. His cxcs rolled about, 
wicneiling rage and diſtraction; he foamed at the 
mouth, ſtamped upon the ground with great vio- 
lence, uttered! incoherent imprecations aguainft 
himſelf and all mankind, and would have fallicd 
forth again he knew not whither, upon the ſame 
horie, which he had already almoſt killed with 
fatigue, had not his confident found means to 
quiet the tumult of his thoughts, and recal bis 
reflection, by repretenting the condition of the 


poor animals, and adviting him to hire fre 


borſes, and ride poſt acroſs the country, to the 
village in the ncighboufhood of Mrs. Gaunilt's 
habitation, where they ſhould infallibly mtercept 
the daughter, provided they could get the ſtart 
of her upon the road. 

Peregiine not only reliſhed, but forthwith 
acted in confoimiy with this good countel. His 
own hories were commicted to the charge of the 
landlord, with directions for Pipes, in caſe he 
ſhould come in queſt of his miſter; and a 
couple of ſtout geldings being prepared, he and 
his valet took the road agaiv, ſtecring their courſe 
accor.!ing to the motions of the poſt boy, who 
undertook to be their guide. They had almoſt 
fimſked the firſt ſtage, when they deſcried a 
poſt chaiſe juſt halting at the inn where they pro- 
poſed to change horſes; upon whick our adven- 
turer, glowing with a mult intereſting preſage, 
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put his beaſt to the full ſpeed, and approached 


Incar cnough to diitinguiſh (as the travellers 


n 


quitted the carriage), that he had at laſt come up 
with the very individual perſons whom he had 
purſued ſo long. 

Fluſhed with this diſcovery, he galloped into 
the yard fo ſuddenly, that the lady and her con- 
ductor ſcarce had time to ſhut themſelves up in 
a chamber, to which they retreated with great 
precipitation; ſo that the purſuer was now cer— 
tain of having houfed his prey. That he might, 
however, Icave nothing to fortune, he piaced 
himſelf upon the ſtair, by which they had aſcended 
to the apa!tment, and ſent up his cempliments to 
the young lady, deſiring the favour of being ad- 
mitted to her preſence, otherwiſe he ſhould. be 
obliged to wave all ceremony, and take that li- 
berty which ſhe would not give, The ſervant 
having conveyed his meſſage through the key- 
hole, returned with an anſwer, importing, that 
ihe would adhere to the refolution ſhe had taken, 


and periſh rather than comply with his will. 


Our adventurer, without ſtaying to make any re- 
joinder to this reply, ran up flaics, and thun= 
dering at the door for entrance, was given to un- 


derſtsud by the nymph's attendant, that a blun- 


derbuts was ready primed for his reception, and 
that he would do well to ſpare him the neeciiity 
of ſhedding blood, in defence of a perion who 
had put herſelf under his protection. All the 
Jaws of the land (faid he) cannot now untie- the 
knots by which we are bound together; and 
therefore I will guard her as my own property; 
ſo that you had better deſiſt from your fruitleſs 
attempt, and thereby conſult your own fateiy : 
for by the God that made me! I will diſcharge 
my piece upon you, as ſoon as you fet your noſe 
within the door; and your blood be upon your 
own head.” Theſe menaces from a citizen's 
cicrk, would have been ſuflicient motives for 
Iickle to ſtorm the Iveech, although they had 
not Lecu 1cintorecd by that declaration, which 
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informed him of Emilia's having beſtowed herſelf 
in marriage upon ſuch a contemptible rival. This 
fole conſideration added wings to his impetuoſity, 
and he applied his foot to the door with ſuch irre- 
ſiſtible force, as burſted it open in an inſtant, en- 
tering at the ſame time with a piſtol ready cock'd 
in his hand. His antagoniſt, inſtead of firing 
his blunderbuſs, when he faw him approach, 
ſtarted back with evident ſigns of ſurprize and 
conſternation, exclaimed, ** Lord TJetus! Sir, 
you are not. the man! and, without doubt, are 
under ſome miſtake with regard to us.” 

Before Peregrine had time to anſwer this falu- 
tation, the lady hearing it, advanced to him, 
and pulling off a maſk, diſcovered a face which 
he had never ſcen before. The Gorgon's head, 


according to the fables of antiquity, never had a 


more inſtantaneous or petrifying effect, than that 
which this countenance produced upon the aſto- 
niſhed youth. His eyes were fixed upon this 
unknown object, as if they had been attracted by 
the power of inchantment, his feet ſeemed ri- 
vetted to the ground, and after having ſtood mo- 
tionleſs for the ſpace of a few minutes, he drop- 
ped down in an apoplexy of diſappointment and 
deſpair. . The Swiſs, who had followed him, ſee- 
ing his maſter in this condition, lifted him up, 
and laying him upon a bed in the next room, let 
him blood immediately, without heſitation, be— 
ing always provided with a caſe of lancets, againſt 
all accidents on the road. To this forchght our 
hero, in all probability, was indebted for his life, 
By virtue of a very copious evacuation, he re— 
covered the uſe of his ſenſes ; but the complica - 
tion of fatigues, and violent tranſports which he 
had undergone, brewed up a dangerous fever in 
his blood; and a phyſician being called from the 
next market-town, ſeveral days elapſed before 
he would anſwer for his life. 


Pei 
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Peregrine ſends a meſſage to Mrs. Gauntlet, who 


rejefls his propoſal. He repairs to the garriſon. 
T length, however, his conſtitution over- 
A came his diſcaſe, though not before it had 
in a great meaſure tamed the fury of his diſpoſi- 
tion, and brought him to a ſerious conſideration 
of his conduct. In this humiliation of his ſpirits, 
he reflected with ſhame and remoiſe upon his 
tieachery to the fair, the innocent Emilia ; he 
remembered his former ſentiments in her favour, 
as well as the injunctions of his dying uncle; he 
recollected his intimacy with her brother, againſt 
which he had ſo baſely ſinned; and revolving all 
the eircumſtances of her conduct, found it ſo 
commendable, ſpirited, and noble, that he deemed 
her an object of tuflicient dignity to merit his ho- 
nourable addreſſes, even though his duty had not 
been concerned in the deciſion: but, obligated as 
he was, to make reparation to a worthy family, 
which he had ſo groſsly injured, he thought he 
could not manifeſt his reformation too ſoon ; and, 
waencver he found himſelf able to hold the pen, 
wrote a letter to Mrs. Gauntlet, wherein he ac- 


| knowledged, with many expreſſions of ſorrow and 


contrition, that he had acted a part altogether 
unbecoming a man of honour, and ſhould never 


enjoy the Jeaſt tranquility of mind, until he 


ſhould have merited her forgiveneis. He pro- 
teſted, that although his happineſs entirely de- 
pended upon the determination of Emilia, he 
would even renounce all hope of being bleiied 
with her favour, if ſhe could point out any other 
method of making reparation to that amiable 
young lady, but by laying his heart and fortune 
at her feet, and ſubmitting himſelf to her plea. 
ſure during the remaining part of his life. He 
conjured her, therefore, in the moſt pathetic 
manner, to pardon him, in conſideration of his 
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ſincere repentance, and to uſe her maternal in. 
fluence with her daughter, fo as that he might 
be permitted to wait upon her with a wedding. 
ring, as ſoon as his health would allow lim to 
undertaxe the journey. 

This explanation being difpatched by Pipes, 
who had, by this time, found his matter, the 
oung gentleman inquired about the couple whom 
ha had fo unfortunately purſued, and underſtood 
from his valet de chambre, who learn'd the ſtory | 
from their own mouths, that the lady was the 
only daughter of a rich Jew, and her attendant 
no other than his apprentice, who had converted 
her to chriſtianity, and married her at the ſame 
time; that this fecret having taken air, the old 
Ifraclite had contrived a ſcheme to ſeparate them 
for ever; and they being appriſed of his inten- 
tion, had found means to elope from his houte, 
with a view of ſheltering themſelves in France, 
until the affair could be made up; that ſeeing 
three men ride after them with juch eagerneſs 
and ſpecd, they never doubted that the purſuers 
were her father, and ſome friends or domet- 
tics, and on that ſuppofition had fled with the 
utmoſt diſpatch and trepidation, until they had 
found themſelves happily undeceived, at that 
very inſtant when they expected nothing but 
miſchief and misfortune : Jaſtly, the Swiſs gave 
him to underſtand, that after having profeiicd 
ſome concern for his deplorable fituation, and 
enjoyed a flight refreſhiment, they had taken their 
departure jor Dover, and, in all likelihecd, 
were fafely arrived at Paris. 

In four and twenty hours after Pipes was 
charged with his commiſſion, he brought back an 
anſwer from the mother of Emilia, couched in 
theſe words: 


« FIR, + 
Received the favour of yours, and am glad, 
for your own fake, that you have attained a 
due ſenſe and conviction of your unkind and uns 
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chriſtian behaviour to poor Emy. I thank God, 
none of my children were ever ſo inſulted before. 
Give me leave to tell you, Sir, my daughter was 
no vpſtart, without friends or education, but a 
young lady as well bred, and better born, than 
moſt private gentlewomen in the kingdom; and 


therefore, though you had no eſteem tor her per- 


ſon, you ought to have paid ſome regard to her 
family, which (no deſparagement to you, Sir) is 
more honourable than your own. As for your 
propoſal, NMits. Gauntlet will not hear of it, be- 
ing, that ſhe thinks her honour will not allow 
her to liſten to any terms of reconciliation 3 and 
ſhe is not yet ſo deſtitute, as to embrace an offer 
to which the has the leaſt objection. In fhe 
mean time, ſhe is ſo much indiſpoſed, that ſhe 
cannot poflibly fee company; ſo I beg you will 
not take the trouble of making a fruitleſs journey 
to this place, Perhaps your future conduct may 
deſerve her forgiveneſs; and really, as lam con- 
cerned for your happineſs {which you affure me 
depends upon her cendeicenfion) I wifh with all 
my heart it may; and am (notwichſtanding all 
that has happened) 
Your ſincete well wiſher, 
| Circilla GAUNTLET,” 

From this epiſtle, and the information of his 
meflenger, our hero learn'd, that his miſtreſs 
had actually profited by his wild-gooſe chace, ſo 
a+ to make a jafe retreat to her mother's houſe, 
Though ſorry to hear of ker indifpoſition, he 
was alſo piqued at her implacability, as well as at 
ſome ſtateiy paragraphs of the letter, in which 
(he thought) the good lady had conſulted her own 
vanity rather than her good ienſe. Theſe motives 


of reſentment helped him to bear his diſappoint— 


ment like a phliloſ-pber, efpecially as he had 
now quicted his confeience, in proffering to re— 
dreſs the injury he had done; and, moreover, 
found himfelf, with regard to his love, in a calm 
itate of lope and reſiguatiou. 
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A ſeaſonable fit of illneſs is an excellent medicine 
for the turbulence of paſſion. Such a reformation 
had the fever produced in the æconomy of bis 
thoughts, that he moralized like an apoſtle, and 
projected ſeveral prudential ſchemes for his future 
conduct. 


In the mean time, as ſoon as his health was! 
ſuſſiciently re-cftabliſhed, he took a trip to the! 
. . y * I * . l . 
garriton, in order to viſit his friends; aud leain'd 


from Hatchway's own mouth, that he had broke 
the ice of courtthip to his aunt, and that his ad- 


dreſſes were now fairly afloat; though whcn beg 


1 


firſt declared himſelf to the widow, after ſhe 
had been duly prepared for the occaſion, by her 
niece and the reſt of her friends, ſhe had re- 
ceived his propoſal with 2 becoming reſerve, and 
piouſly wept at the remembrance of her huſband, 
obſerving, that ſhe ſhould never meet with li, 
fellow. | | | 

Peregrine promoted the licutenant's ſuit with 
all his influence; and all Mrs. Trunnion's ob- 
jections to the match being ſurmounted, it was 


determined, chat the day of marriage ſhould be 


put off for three months, that her reputacion 
night not ſuſfer by a precipitate engagement, 
His next care was to give orders for erectins a 
plain marble monument to the memory of |; 
uncle, on which the following inſcription, com- 
poſed by the bridegroom, actually appeared in 
golden letters: | 


ment, 
ing a 
Ff his 
Com- 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE, 
Here lies, 
Foundered in a fathom and half, 
The ſhell | 
Of 
HAwWwSER TRUNNION, Eſq; 
Formerly commander of a ſquadron 
In his Majzelty's ſervice, 
Who broach'd to, at five P. M. Oct. X. 
In the year of his age 
Threefcore and nineteen. 


He kept his guns always loaded, 
And his tackle ready manned, 
And never ſhowed luis poop. to the enemy, 
Except when he took her in tow ; 

But, his ſhot being expended, 
His match burnt out, 
And his upper-works decayed, 
. He was ſunk 
By Death's ſuperior weight of metal. 
| Neverthelets, 
He will be weighed again 
At the Great Davy, 
His rigging reſitted, 

And his timbers repaired; 
And, with one broad ſide,, 
Make his adverſary 
Strike in his turn. 


C H AP: ILXXX. 


He returns. to London, and meets with Cadwals 


lader, who. entertains him with m_ curicus 
particulars, Crabtree ſounds. the dutcheſs, and: 


undeceives Pickle, who, by an extraordinary ac 
cident,, becomes acquainted with another lady of 
quality. | 


3 HE young gentleman having performed 


theſe laſt offices, in honour of his deceaſed 


enefactor, and preſented Mr. Jolter to thælong- 

xpected living, which at this time happened to 

de vacant, returned to London, and reſumed his 
1 
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former gaity : not that he was able to ſhake 
Emilia from his thought, or even to remember 
hcr without violent emotions; for, as he reco- 
vered his vigour, his former impatience recurred 
and therefore he reſolved to plunge himſelf head- 
long into ſome intrigue, that might engage his 
paſſions, and amuſe his imagination. 

A man of his accompliſhments could not fail 
to meet with a variety of ſubjects, on which his 
gallantry would have been properly exerciſed; 
and this abundance diſtracted his choice, which 
at any time was apt to be influenced by caprice 
I have already obſerved that he had 
lifted his view, through a matrimonial perſpec- 
tive, as high as a lady of the firſt quality and di- 
ſtinction; and now, that he was refuſed by Viſs 


Gauntlet, and enjoyed a little reſpite from the. 


agonies of that flame which her charms had 
kindled in his heart, he renewed: his aſliduities to 
her grace. Though he durſt not yet riſk an ex- 
planation, he enjoyed the pleaſure of ſecing him- 
ſelf ſo well received in quality of a particular ac- 
quaintance, that he flattered himſelf with the be- 
Hef of his having made ſome progreſs in her 
heart; and was confirmed in this conceited no— 
tion, by the aſſurances of her woman, whom by 
liberal largeſſes he retained in his intereſt, be- 
cauſe ſhe found means to perſuade him, that ſhe 
was in the confidence of her lady. But, not- 
withſtanding this encouragement, and the ſan- 
guine ſuggeſtions of his own vanity, he dreaded 
the thoughts of expoſing himſelf to her ridicule 
and reſentment, by a premature declaration, and 
determined to poſtpone: his addreſſes, until he 
Mould be more certified of the probability of 
ſucceedivg in his attempt. 

While he remained in this heſitation and ſuſ- 
pence, he was one morning very agreeably fur- 
priſed with the appearance of his friend Crabtree, 
who, by the permiſſion of Pipes, to whom he was 
well known, entered his chamber before he was 


awake, and, by a violent ſhake of the ſhoulder, 
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diſengaged him from the arms of ſleep. The firſt 
compliments having mutually paſſed, Cadwallader 
gave him to underſtand, that he had arrived in 
town over night in the ſtage-coach from Bath, 
and entertained him with tuch a ludicrous ae— 
count of his fellow travellers, that Peregrine, for 
the firſt time ſince their parting, indulged hime 
{elf in mirth, even to the hazard of ſullecation, 

Crabtree having rehearſed theſe adventures, in 
uch a peculiarity of manner, as added infinite 
ridicule to every circumſtance, and repeated 
every ſcandalous report which had circulated 
at the Bath, after Peregrine's departure, was in- 
formed by the youth, that he harboured a de- 
ſign upon the perſon of ſuch a dutchefs, and 
in all appearance had no reaſon to complain of 
his reception; but, that he would not venture 
to declare himſelf, until he ſhould be more 4b 
certained of her ſentiments: and therefore, he 
begg'd leave to depend upon the intelligence of 
his friend Cadwallader, who, he knew, was ad- 
mitted to her parties. | 

The Miſanthrope, before he would promiſe his 
aſſiſtance, aſked if his proſpect verged towards 
matrimony ? and our adventurer (who gueſſed 
the meaniag of his queſtion) repiying in the ne- 
gative, he undertook rhe office of reconnoitring 
her inclination, proteſting at the fame time, that 
he would never concern himſelf in any ſcheme, 
that did not tend to the diforace and deception of 
all the ſex. On theſe conditions, he cſpouſed the 
intereſt of gur hero, and a plan was immediately 
concerted, in cvniequence of which they met by 
accident at her grace's table. Pickle having 
ſtayed all the fore-part of the evening, and fat 
out all the company, except the Miſanthrope 
and a certain widow lady who was ſaid to be in 
the ſecrets of my Jady dutcheſs, weat away on 
pretence of an indiſpenſable engagement, that 
Crabtree . might have a proper opportunity of 
making him the ſubject of couveriation. 
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Accordingly, he had ſcarce quitted the apart- 
ment, when this Cynic attending him to the 


door, with a look of moroſe diſdain, © Were l 


an abſolute prince (ſaid he), and that fellow one 


of my ſubjects, I would order him to be cloath'd 


in ſack-cloth, and he ould drive my afles to 
water, that his lofty ſpirit might be lowered to 
the level of his deſerts. The pride of a peacock 
is downright ſelf-denial, when compared with 


the vanity of that coxcomb, which was naturally 


arrogant, but is now rendered altogether into— 
Terable, by the reputation he acquired at Bath, 
for kicking a bully, outwitting a club of raw 
ſharpers, and divers other pranks, in the execu- 
tion of which he was more lucky than wiſe, But 
nothing has contributed ſo much to the increaſe 
of his inſolence and ſelf-conceit, as the favour he 
found among the ladies. Ay, the ladies, Madam, 
I care not who knows it : the ladies, who (to 
their honour be it ſpoken) never fail to patronize 
foppery and folly, provided they ſolicit their en- 
couragement. And yet this dog was not on the 
footing of thoſe hermaphroditical animals, who 


may be reckoned among the number of waiting- 


women, who air your ſnifts, comb your lap dogs, 
examine your noſes with magnifying glaſics, 
in order to ſqueeze out the worms, clean your 
tceth-bruſhes, ſweeten your handkerchiefs, and 
ſoften waſte paper for your occaſions, This 
fellow Pickle was entertained for more important 
purpoſes ; his turn of duty never came till all 
thote Japwings were gone to rovſt; then he 
ſcaled windows, Icaped over garden walls, and 
was let in by Mrs. Betty in the. dark. Nay, 
the magiſtrates of Bath complimented him with 
the freedom of the corporation, merely becauſe, 
through his means, the watie:s had gained extra- 
ordinary credit ; for every female of a tolerable 
appearance, that went thither on account of 
her ſterility, got the better of her complaint, du- 
ring his reſidence at the Bath: and now, the fel- 
low thinks no woman can withſtand his addreſſes. 
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He had not been here three minutes, when [| 
could perceive with half an eye, that he had 
marked out your grace for a conqueſt. I mean 
in an honourabe way; though the raſcal has 
impudence cnough to attempt any thing.”* S0 
ſaying, he fixed his eyes upon the dutcheſs, who 
(while her face glowed with indignation) turning 
to her confidant, expretfled hericlt in thete words. 
« Upon my life! I belicve there is actually ſome 
truth in what this old ruffian ſays; I have myſelf 
oblerved that young fellow eying me with a very 
particular ſtare,” * It is not to be at all won- 
dered at (ſaid her friend), that a youth of his 
complexion ſhould be ſenſible to the charms of 
your grace! but I] dare ſay, he would not pre- 
ſume to entertain any, but the moſt honourable 
and reipectful ſentiments.” “ Reſpectful ſenti- 
ments ! (cried my lady, with a look of eneffable 
diidain) if I thought the fellow had aſſurance 
enough to think of me in any ſhape, I proteit 1 
would forbid him my houſe. Upon my honour 
ſuch inſtances of audacity ſhould induce perſons 
of quality to keep your tmall gentry at a greater 
diſtance: for they are very apt to grow impu- 
dent, upon the leaſt counteaance or encuurage- 
ment*” 


Cadwallader, ſatisfied with thi «declaration, 


changed the ſubject of ditcourſe, and next day 
communicated his diſcovery to his friend Pickle, 
who, upon this vecaſion, felt the moſt ſtinging 
ſenſations of mortified pride, and reſolved to 
quit his proſpect with a good grace. Nor did the 
execution of this ſelf-denying ſcheme coſt him 
one moment's uncaſinets ; for his heart had never 


been intereſted in the purſuit, and his vanity tri- 


umphed in the thoughts of manifeſting his in- 
diſference. Accordingly, the very next time he 
viſited her grace, his behaviour was remarkably 


frank, ſprightly and diſengaged ; and the ſubject 


of love being artfully introduced by the widow, 
who had been directed to found his inclinations, 
he rallied the paſiion with great caſe wn ſeverity, 
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and made no ſcruple of declaring himſelf heart. 
whole. 

Though the dutcheſs had reſented his ſuppoſed 
aſfection, ſhe was now offended at his inſcufi— 
bility, and even ſigniſied her diſguſt, by ob- 
ſerving, that perhaps his attention to his own 
qualifications ſcreened him from the impreſſion 
of all other objects. 

While he enjoyed this farcaſm, the meaning 


of which he could plainly diſcern, the company 


was joined by a certain virtuoſo, who bad gained 
free acceſs to all the great families of the laud, 

by his notable talent of goſſiping and buffoonery, 
He was now in the f{eventy-fifth year of his age; 
his birth was fo obſcure, that he ſcarce knew his 
father's name, his education ſuitable to the dig— 
nity of his deſcent, his character publicly branded 
with homicide, profligacy, and breach of truſt; 

yet this man, by the happy inheritance of im- 
pregnable efrontery, and a iucky proſtitution of 
all principle in rendering himſelf ſubſervient to 
the appetites of the great, had attained to an in- 
dependency of fortune, as well as to ſuch a par- 
ticular fhare of favour among the quality, that 
although he was well known to have pimped for 


three generations of,the nobility, there was not a 
lady of faſhion in the kingdon, who lcrupled |! 
to admit him to her toilette, or even to be {quired |! 
by him, in any public place of entertainment, |. 
Not but that this ſage was occaſionally uſeful to 


his fellow-creatures, by theſe connexions with 
people of fortune; for, he often undertook to 
ſolicit charity in behalf of diſtreſſed objects, with 
a view of embezzling one half of the benefac- 
tions. It was an errand of this kind that now 
brought him to the houſe of her grace. 

After having ſat a few minutes, he told be 
company, that he would tavour chem with a very 
proper opportunity to extend their benevolence, 


q 
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for the relief of a poor gentlewoman, who was | 


reduced to the molt abject miſery, by the death 
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of her huſband, and juſt delivered of a couple of 
fine boys. They, moreover, underſtood from his 
information, that this object was daughter of a 
good family, who had renounced her, in conſe- 
quence of her marrying an enſign without a for- 
tune; and even obſtructed his promotion with 
all their influence and power; a circumſtance of 
barbarity, which had made ſuch an impreſſion 
upon his mind, as diſordered his brain, and drove 
him to deſpair, in a fit of which he had made 
way with himſelf, leaving his wife then big with 
child, to all the horrors of indigence and grief. 
Various were the criticiſms on this pathetic 
picture, which the old man drew with great ex- 
preſſion. My lady dutcheſs concluded, that ſhe 
muſt be a creature void of all feeling and re- 
ection, who could ſurvive ſuch aggravated mi- 
ſery; therefore, did not deſerve to be relieved, 
except in the character of a common beggar z 
and was generous enough to offer a recommen- 
dation, by which ſhe would be admitted into an 
infirmary, to which her grace was a ſubſcriber 
at the {ame time, adviſing the ſolicitor to ſend 
the twins to the Foundling- Hoſpital, where they 
would be carefully nurſed and brought up, ſo as 
to beeome uſeful members to the commonwealth. 
Another lady, with all due deference to the opi- 
nion of the dutcheſs, was free enough to blame 
the generofity of her grace, which would only 


ſerve to encourage children in their difobedience - þ 


to therr parents, and might be the means not only 
of prolonging the diſtreſs of the wretched crea» 


ture, but alſo of ruining the conſtitution of ſome 


young heir, perhaps the hope of a great family 
for the did ſuppoſe that madam, when her month 
ſhould be up, and her brats diſpoſed of, would 
ſpread her attractions ro the public (provided 


ſhe could profit by her perſon) and, in the uſual 


way, make a regular progreſs from St. James's 
to Drury-lane, She apprehended, for thefe rea- 
ſons, that their compaſſion would be molt eſfee- 
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tually ſhewn, in leaving her to perith in her pre- 
ſent neceflity : and that the old gentleman would 
Se unpardonable, ſhould he perſiſt in his endea- 
wours to relieve her. A third member of this 


young woman was handſome; and been anſwered 


deal of reaſon in what had bcen ſaid by the ho- 
nourable perſon who had ſpoke laſt; neverthe- 


admit of ſome mitigation. © Let the bantlings, 
(ſaid The) be ſent to the hoſpital, according tc 
the advice of her grace, and a ſmall collection 
be made for the preſent ſupport of the mother; 
and when her health is recovered, I will take 
her into my family, in quality of an upper ſer— 
vant, or medium between me and my woman: 
For, upon my life! 1 can't endure to chide, or 
give directions to a creature, who is, in point of 
birth and education, but one degree above the 
vulgar.“ 

This propoſal met with univerſai approbation. 
The dutcheſs (to her immortal honour) began 
the contributicn with a crown ; ſo that the reſt 
of the company were obliged to 1cſtrict their li- 
berality to half the ſum, that her grace might 
not be affronted: and the propoſer demanding 
the poor woman's name and place of abode, the 
old mediator could not Aer giving her ladyſhip 
a verbal direction, though he was extremely 
mortified (on more accounts than one) to ſind 
ſuch an iflue to his ſolicitation. . 
| Peregrine, who, though humorous as winter, had 
4 tear for pity, and an hand open as day, for melting 
Charity, was ſhocked at the nature and reſult of 
this ungenerous conſultation. He contributed 
His half-crown, however; and retiring from the 
company, betook himſelf to the lodgings of the 
forlom lady in the ſtraw, according to the di- 
rection he had heard. Upon inquiry, he under- 
"Rood, that he was then viſited by ſome chari- 


tender-hearted ſociety, after having aſked if the 


an the negative, allowed that there was a grcat Þ 


leſs, the humbly conceived her ſentenee would 1 
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table gentlewoman, who had ſent for a nurſe, and 


waited the return of the meſſenger ; and he ſent 
up his reſpects, deſiring he might be permitted 
to ſee her, on pretence.of having been intimate 
with her late huſband. „ 
Though the poor woman had never heard of 
his name, ſhe did not think proper to deny his 
requeſt; and he was conducted to a paultry 
chamber in the third ſtory, where he found this 
unhappy widow fitting upon a truckle-bed, and 
ſuckling one of her infants, with the moſt pite- 
ous expreſſion of anguiſh in her features, which 
were naturally regular and itweer, while the 
other was fondled on the knee of a perſon, whote 
attention was fo much ingroſſed by her little 
charge, that for the preſent ſhe could mind no- 
thing elſe : and it was not till after the firſt com- 
pliments paſſed betwixt the hapleſs mother and 
our adventurer, that he perceived the ſtranger's 


countenance, which inſpired him with the higheſt 


eſteem and admiration. + He beheld all the graces 
and elegance of beauty, breathing ſentiment and 
beneficence, and ſoftened into the moiſt inchant- 
ing tenderneſs of weeping {ympathy. When 
he declared the cauſe of his vifit, which was no 
other than the deſire of befriending the diſtreſſed 
lady, to whom he preſented a bank note for 
twenty pounds, he was favoured with ſuch a 
look of complacency by this amiable phantom, 
who might have been juſtly taken for an angel 
miniſtering to the neceſkties of mortals, that his 
whole foul was tranſported with love and veue- 
ration. Nor was this prepoſſeſſion diminiſhed by 
the information of the widow, who, after having 


manifeſted her gratitude in a Hood of tears, told 


hm, that the unknown object of his eſteem was 
x perſon of honour, who having heard by acci- 
dent of her deplorable ſituation, had immediately 
obeyed the dictates of her humanity, and cone 
in perſon to relieve her diſtreſs ; that ſhe had not 
only generouſly ſupplied her with money for pre- 
cut ſuſtenance, but auv undertaken to provide A 


- 


rb TY 
. 


1 
AM TY 
CL AA. 


202 THE ADVENTURES OF 


nurſe for her babes, and even promiſed to favour 
her with protection, ſhould ſhe ſurvive her pre- 


ſent melancholy ſituation. To theſe articles of 


intelligence the added, that the name of her be- 
nefactreſs was the celebrated lady —, to whoſe 
character the youth was no ſtranger, though he 
had never ſeen her perſon before. The killing 
edge of her charms was a little blunted by the ac- 
cidents of time and fortune ; but no man of taſte 
and imagination, whote nerves were not quite 
chitled with the froſt of age, could, even at that 
time, look upon her with impunity. And as 
Peregrine ſaw her attractions heightened by the 
tender office in which ſhe was engaged, he was 
ſmitren with her beauty, and fo raviſhed with 
her compaition, that he could not ſuppreſs his 
emotions, but applauded her benevolence with 
all the warmth of enthutiaim. 

Her ladyſhip received his compliments with 
great politeneſs and affability. And the occaſion 
on which they met being equally intereſting to 
both, an acquaintance commenced between them, 
and they concerted meaſures for the benefit of 
the widow and her two children, one of whom 
our hero beſpoke for his own godſon; for Pickle 


was not ſo obſcure in the beau-monde, but that 


his fame had reached the ears of this lady, who, 
therefore, did not diſcourage his advances to- 
wards her friendſhip and eſteem. 

All the particulars relating to their charge be- 
ing adjuſted, he attended her ladyſhip to her 
own houſe; and, by hcr converſation, had the 
pleaſure of finding her underſtanding ſuitable to 
her other accompliſhments. Nor had the any 


reaſon io think, that our hero's qualifications had 


been exaggerated by common report. | 

One of their adopted children died before it 
was baptized : ſo that their care concentered in 
the other, for whom they ſtood ſponſors. Under- 
ſanding that the old agent was become troubie- 
ſome in his vifits to the mother, to whom he 


now began to adminiſter fuch counſel as ſhocked 
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the delicacy of her virtue, they removed her into 
another lodging, where ſhe would not be ex- 
poſed to his machinations. In leſs than a 
month, our hero learn'd from a nobleman of his 
acquaintance, that the hoary pandar had aCtually 
engaged to procure for him, this poor afflicted 
gentlewoman ; and being fruſtrated in his inten- 
tion, ſubſtituted in her room a nymph from the 
purlieus of Covent-garden, that made his lordſhip 
ſmart ſeverely for the favours ſhe beſtowed. 
Mean while, Peregrine cultivated his new ac- 
quaintance with all his art and aſſiduity, pre- 
ſuming, from the circumſtances of her reputation 
and tatc, as well as on the ſtrength of his own 
merit, that, in time, he ſhould be able to indulge 
that paſſion which had begun to glow within his 
breaſt. | : 
As her Jadyſhip had undergone a vaſt variety of 
fortune and adventure, which he had heard in- 
diſtinctly related, with numberleſs errors and 
miſrepreſentations, he was no ſooner intitled, by 
the familiarity of communication, to atk fuch a 


favour, than he earneſtly entreated her to enter- 


tain him with the particulars of her ſtory; and, 


by dint of importunity, the was at length pre- p 


vailed upon (in a ſelect partie) to gratify his cu» 
rioſity in theſe words. | | 


N „ 
The memoirs of a lady of quality. 


V the circumſtances of the ſtory which I am 


my candour, while you are informed of my indiſ- 
cretion : you will be enabled, I hope, to perceive, 
that howtoever my head may have erred, my 
heart hath always been uncorrupted, and that I 


A 


{ 


i 


have been unhappy, becauſe I loved, and was a} 


1 . 
I believe I need not obſerve, that I was the 
only child of a man of good fortune, who in- 


dulged me in my infancy, with = _ tender- 


; 


i 
- 


going to relate, you will be convinced of 


_- 
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neſs of paternal afſection; and when I was fir 
years old, ſent me to a private ſchool, where I 
ſtayed till my age was doubled, and became ſuch 
a favourite, that I was (even in thoſe early days) 
carried to all the places of public diverſion, the 
court itfelf not excepted ; an indulgence that flat- 
tered my love of plcaiure, to which I was natu- 
rally addicted, and encouraged thoſe ideas of vas 
nity and ambition, which ſpring up fo carly in 
the human mind. 5 | 

I was lively and good natured, my imagination 
apt to run riot, my heart liberal and difnteteſted; 
though 1 was ſo obſtinately attached to my own 
opinions that I could not well brook contra- 
diction; and in the whole of my difpoiition, 1e- 
ſembled that of Henty the Fifth, as deſeribed by 
Shakeſpear. | 

In my thirteenth year I went to Bath, where 
I was firſt introduced into rhe world as a woman, 
having been entitled to that privilege by my per- 
ion, which was remarkably tall for my ycais; 
and there my fancy was quite captivated by the 


variety of diverfions ia which 1 was continually. 


engaged: not that the parties were altogether 
new to me, but becauſe I now found myſelf con- 
ſidered as a perſon of conſequence, and fur: ound- 
ed by a croud of admirers, who courted my ac- 
quaintance, and fed my vanity with praiſe and 
adulation. In thort, whether or not I deſerved 
their encomiums, I leave the world to judge; 
but my perſon was commended, and my talent 
in dancing met with univerſal applauie. No 
wonder then, that every thing appeared joyous to 
a young creature, who was ſo void of experience 
and diſſimulation, that the believed every body's 


heart as ſincere as her own, and every object ſuch 


as it appeared to be. 

Among the ſwains who ſighed, or pretended 
to figh for me, were two that bore a pretty equal 
ſhare of my favour; (it was too ſuperficial to de- 
ſerve the name of love.) One of theſe was a for- 


ward youth of ſixteen, extiemely handſome, 


2 
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lively and impudent: He attended in quality of 
page upon the princeſs Amelia, who ſpent that 
ſeaſon at the Bath; the other was a Scotch no- 
bleman turned of thirty, who was graced with a 
red ribbon, and danced particularly well, two qua- 
lifcations of great weight with a girl of my ages 
whoſe heart was not deeply iutereſted in the cauſe, 
Neverthelcſs, the page prevailed over this foimi- 

dable rival; though our amour went no farther 
than a little flirt ting, and ceaſed entirely when [ 
left the place. 

Next year, however, I reviſited this agreeable 
ſcene, and paſſed my time in the ſame circle of 
amuſements; in which, indeed, each ſeaſon at 
Bath is exactly reſembled by th at w which ſucceeds, 
allowing for the difference of c *0mpany, which is 
continually varying. There I met with the ſame 
incenſe, and again had my favourite, who was a 
Nl Briton, and captain of foot, near forty 


rs of age, and a little lame, an impediment 


* hich | did not difcover, until it was pointed out 
by ſeme of my companions, who rallied me upon 
my choice. He was always chcarful, and very 


 amorous, had a good countenance, and an ex- 


cellent underſtanding, poſſeſſed a great deal of 
ait, and would have periuaded me to marry him, 
had 1 not been reſtrained by the authority of my 
father, whoſe conſent was not to be obtained in 
FOO of a man of his fortune, 

At the fame time, many propoſals of marriage 
were made to my parents; but as they came from 
= whom I did not like, I rejected them all, 

eing determined to refuſe every man who did 
not make his addreiles to myſell iu perſon, be- 
cauſe 1 had no notion of mairying for any thing 
but love. 

33 theſe formal propoſers was a Scottiſh 
earl, whoſe pfetenfions were broke off by ſome 
difference about ſettlements ; and the fon of an 


Engl ih baron, with whom my father was in 


treaty, when he carried me to town, on 2 vilit to 
a young lady, with whom 1 had been intimate 
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from my infancy. She was juſt delivered of her 
firſt ſon, for whom we ſtood ſponſors : to that thi; 
occalion detained us a whole month, during 
which, I went to a ball at court on the Queen', 
birth-day, and there, for the firſt time, felt what 
love and beauty were. | 

The fecond fon of duke H , who had 
Juſt returned trom his travels, was dancing with 
the princeſs royal, when a young lady came and 
deſired me to go and fee a {tranger, whom all the 
world admired : upon which ! followed her into 
the circle, and obſerved this object of admiration, 
He was dreſſed in a coat of white cloath, faccd 
with blue ſattin embroidered with filver, of the 
ſame picce with his waiſtcoat ; his fine hair huny 
down his back in ringlets below his waiſt, his þ + 
was laced with filver, and garnithed wth a wh 
feather ; but his perſon beggared all deſeription. 
He was tall and graceful, neither corpulent nor 
meagre, his limbs finely proportioned, his coun- 
tenance open and majeſtic, his eyes full of ſweer- 
neſs and vivacity, his teeth regular, and his pout- 
ing hps of the complexion of the damaik rote, 
In ſhort, he was formed for love, and inſpired it 
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wherever he appeared; nor was he a niggard of 


his talents, but liberally returned it; at lcaſt what 
paſſed for ſuch : for he had a flow of gallantry, 
for which many ladies of this land can vouch 
trom their own experience: but he exclaimed 
againſt marriage, becauſe he had, as yet, met 
with no woman, to whoſe charms he would ſur- 
render his liberty, though a princefs of France, 
and a lady of the fame rank in , 
were ſaid to be, ar that time, enamoured of his 
perſon. 

I went home, totally ingroſſed by his idea, flat- 
tering myſelf, that he had obſerved me with ſome 
attention; for I was young and new, and had 
the good fortune to attract the notice and appro- 
bation of the queen herſelf, | , 

Next day, being at the opera, I was agiccably 
ſuſpriſed with the appearance of this amiable 
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ſaw me enter, than he 
approached fo near to the place where I ſat, that 
| overheard what he ſaid to his companions; and 
was ſo happy as to find myſelf the object of his 
diſcourſe, which abounded with rapturous ex- 
preſſions of love and admiration. | 

| could not liſten to theſe traniports without 
emotion; my colour changed, my heart throbbed 
with unutual violence, and my eves betraved my 
inclination in ſundry favourable glances, which 
he ſeemed to interpret aright, though he could 
not then avail himſelf of his ſucceſs, fo far as to 
communicate his ſentiments by ſpeech, becauſe 
we were ſtrangers to cach other. | 

] paſſed that night in the moſt anxious ſuſpence, 
and feveral days elapted before 1 faw him again. 
At length, however, being at court on a ball- 
night, and determined againſt dancing, I per- 
cerved him among the crond, and, to my un- 
ipeakable joy, ſaw him advance with my tord 
P , who introduced him to my acquaintance, 
He ſoon found means to alter my retolution ; and 
| condefcended to be his partner all the evening; 
during which he declared his paſſion in the moſt 
tender and perſuaſive terms that real love could 
dictate, or fruitful imagination invent. 

| believed his proteſtations, becauſe I withed 
them true, and was an unexperienced gil of fif- 
teen. I complied with his carneſt requeſt of being 
permitted to viſit me, and even invited him to 
breakfaſt next morning; ſo that you may imagine 
{{ ipeak to thoſe that feel) 1 did not, that nighit, 
enjoy much repoſe. Such was the hurry and 
flutter of my ſpirits, that I roſe at fix to receive 
tim at ten. I dreſſed myſelf in a new pink fat- 
tin-gown and my beſt laced night-c'oaths, and 
was fo animated by the occaſion, that if ever [ 
deſerved a compliment upon my looks, it was my 
due at this mceting. - 

The wiſhed-for moment came, that brought 
my lover to my view: I was overwhelmed with 
Joy, modeſty, and fear of 1 knew not what. We 


— 
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ſat down to breakfaſt, but did not eat. He renew. Þ «© x 
ed his addreſſes with irrefiltible eloquence, and n 
picſſed me to accept of his hand without farther N 
heſitacion: but, to ſuch a precipitate ſtep, 1 ob- bric 
jected, as a meaſure repugnant to decency, as well iſh in : 
as to that duty which [ owed to my father, whom wa. 
I tenderly loved. 


the 

Though 1 withſtood this premature propoſal, I the 

I did not attempt to diſguiſe the ſituation of my int. 
thoughts; and thus commenced a tender corre. & wh 
ſpondence, which was maintained by letters while J ga- 

I remained in the country, and carried on (when Pie 
was in town) by private interviews, twice or 1 
thrice a week, at the houſe of my milliner, where m. 
ſuch endearments paſſed as refined and happy Þ an 
lovers know, and others can only guets. 'T'ruth W. 
and innocence prevailed on my ſide, while his Þ m 
heart was fraught with ſincerity and love. Such d1 
frequent intercourſe created an intimacy which te 
began to think dangerous, and therefore yielded Cc 

to his repeated deſire that we might be united p 
for ever: nay, I reſolved to avoid him, until the mf 
day ſhould be fixed, and very innocently (though h 
not very wiſely) told him my rcaſon tor this 0 
determination, which was no other than a con- a 

{ ſciouinels of my incapacity to refuſe him any t 
| Uing he ſhoutd demand as a teſtimony of my K 
love. | : 
The time was accordingly appointed, at the 

| diſtance of a few days, during which I intended 


to have implored my father's conſent, though 1 
had but faint hopes of obtaining it: but he was by 1 
ſome means or other apprized of our deſign, 1 
before I could prevail upon myſelt to make him | 
acquainted with our purpoſe. I had danced with 
my lover at the Ridotto on the pieceding even— 
ing, and there, perhaps, our eyes betraycd us. 
Certain it is, ſeveral of lord W—— m's relations, 
| Who diſapproved of the match, came up and ral- 
lied him on his paſſion; lord $ k 1n particu- 
zar, uſed this remarkable expreſiion, © Nephew, 
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et as much love as you pleafe, but no matri- 
« mony.” 

Next day, the prieſt being prepared, and the 
bridegroom waiting for me at the appointed place, 
in all the traniports of impatient expectation, I 
was, Without any previous warning, carried into 
the country by my father, who took no notice of 
the intelligence he had received, but decoyed me 
into the coach on pretence of taking the air : and 
when we had proceeded as far as Turnham-grcen, 
gave me to underſtand, that he would dine in that 
place. 

There was no remedy: I was obliged to bear 
my diſappointment, though with an aching heart, 
and followed him up ſtairs into an apartment, 
where he told me he was minutely informed of 


my matrimonial ſcheme. I did not attempt to 


diſguiſe the truth, but aſſured him, while the 
tears gvſhed from my eyes, that my want of 
courage alone had hindered me from making him 
privy to my paſſion; though owned, I ſhould 
lave married lord W-——m, even though he 
had diſapproved of my choice. | reminded him 
of the uneaſy life 1 led at home, and frankly 
acknowledged, that I loved my admirer roo well 
to live without him; though it he would tavour 
me with his conſent, I would defer my intention, 
and punctually obſerve any day he would fix for 
our nuptials. Mean while, I begged he would 
permit me to ſend a meſlage to lord W —m, 
who was waiting in expectation of my coming, 
and might (without ſuch notice) imagine I was 


playing the jilt. He granted this laſt requeſt; 


in contequence of which, I ſent a letter to m 

lover, who, when he received it, had almot 
fainted away, believing 1 ſhould be locked up 
in the country, and ſnatched for ever from lus 
arms. Tortured with theſe apprehenſions, he 
changed cloaths immediately, and taking horſe, 
relulved to follow me whitherloever we ſhould go. 
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Afrer dinner, we proceeded as far as Brentford, 
where we lay, intending to be at my father's coun. 
try-houſe next night; and my admirer putting 
up at the ſame inn, practiſed every expedient his 
invention could ſuggeſt, to procure an interview; 
but all his endeavours were unſucceſsful, becauſe 
I, who little dreamt of his being fo near, had gone 
to bed upon our firſt arrival, overwhelmed with 
affliction and tears. 

In the morning I threw myſelf at my father's 
fect, and conjured him by all the ties of paternal 
aff-tion, to indulge me with an opportunity 6 
feciag my admirer once mor e, before I ſhould be 
conveyed from has wiſhes. The melancholy con- 
dition in which I preferred this ſupplication, 
melted the tender heart of my parent, who yicld- 
ed to my ſolicitations, and carried me back to 
town for that por | 

Lord W m, who had watched our mo- 
tions, and arrived at his own lodgings before 
we arrived at my. father's houſe, obeyed my 
ſummons on the inſtant, and appeared before me 
like an angel. Our faculites were, for fome mi- 
nutes, ſuſpended by a conflict of grief and joy. 
At fength, I recovered the uſe of ſpeech, and 
gave him to underitand that I was come to 
town in order to take my leave of him, by t! 
permiſſion of my father, whom I had miſe 
to attend into the country next day, before he 
would conſent to my return; the chief cauſe and 
pretence of which, was my earneſt defire to con- 


vince him, that I was not to blame for the diſ- 


appointment he had ſuffered, and that I ſhould 
fee him again in a month, when the nuptial knot 
Mould be tied in ſpite of all oppoſition. 

My lover, who was better acquainted with 


the world, had well nigh run diſtracted with 


this on. He {wore he would not leave 


me, until 1 ſhoult promiſe to meet and marry him 


next day; or, if I refufed to grant that rcqueſt, 
he would immediately leave the kingdom, to 
which he would never more return; and before 
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his departure, ſacrifice lord H— B—, fon to the 
duke of S. A , who was the only perſon upon 
earth who could have betrayed us to my father, 
becauſe he alone was truſted with the fecret of 
our intended marriage, and had actually under- 
taken to give me away; an office which he 
afterwards dechned. Lord W m alſy af- 
firmed, that my father decoyed me into the 
country, with a view of cooping me up, and ſe— 
queſtering me entirely from his view and correſ- 
pondence. | 

In vain I pleaded my father's well known ten- 
derneſs, and uſed all the arguments I could re- 


collect to divert him from his revenge upon lord 


H . He was deaf to all my repreſentations, 
and nothing, I found, would prevail upon him 
to ſuppreſs his reſentment, but a poſitive promiſe 
to comply with his former defire. I told him, I 
would hazard every thing to make him happy; 


but could not, with any regard to my duty, take 
A C2 


ſuch a ſtep without the knowledge of my pa- 
rent; or, if | were ſo inclined, it would he im- 
practicable to elude his vigilance and ſuſpicion, 
However, he employed fuch pathetic remon- 
ſtrances, and retained fuch a powerful advocate 
within my own breaſt, that, before we parted, I 
aſſured him, my whole power ſhould be exerted 
for his ſatisfaction; and he fignitied his refolu- 
tion of fitting up all night, in expectation of ſeeing 
me at his Jodpings. = 

He had no fooner retired, than 1 went into 
the next room, and defired my father to fix a 
day for the marriage; in which cafe, I would 


ci arfully wait upon him into the country 3. | 


whereas, ſhould he deny my requeſt, on pretence 
of ſtaying for the conſent of my mother's relations, 
which was very uncertain, I would ſeize the firſt 
opportunity of marryiny lord W m, coft 
what it could. He conſented to the match, but 
would not appoint a day for the ceremony, which 
he propoſed to defer until all parties ſhould be 
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agreed; and ſuch a favourable criſis, I feared, 

would never happen. 

| therefore reſolved within myſelf to gratify 
my lover's expectation, by cloping, it pollible, 
that very night ; though the execution of this 
plan was extremely difficult, becauſe my father 
was upon the alarm, and my own maid, who 
was my bedfellow, altogether in his intereſt, 
Notwithſtanding theſe conliderations, I found 
means to engage one of the houſe-maids in my 
behalf, who beſpoke an hackney-coach, to be 
kept in waiting all night; and to bed 1 went with 
my Abigail, whom (as l had not cloſed an eye) 
1 wakcd about five in the morning, and ſent to 
pack up ſome things for our intended journey. 

While the was thus employed, I got up, and 
huddled on my cloaths, ſtanding upon my pil 
low, left my father, who lay in the chamber be— 
Os {iould hear me afoot, and ſuſpect my de- 

n. 

* dreſſed myſelf with great diſpatch and 
diſorder, 1 flounced down ſtairs, ſtalking as hea- 
vily as | could tread, that he might miſtake me 
for one of the ſervants; and my confcderate 


opening the door, 1 fallied out into the ſtrect, 


though I knew not which way to turn; and, tv 
my uuſpeakable mortification, neither coach nor 
chair appeared. 

Having travelled on foot a good way, in hope 
of finding a convenicnce; and being not only di1- 
appointed in that particular, but alſo bewildered 
in my peregiination, | began to be excecdingly 
alarmed with the apprehenſion of being met by 
ſome perſon who might know me; becauſe, iu 
that caſe, my delign would undoubtedly have 
been diſcovered, from every circumſtance of my 
appearance at that time of day; for I had put 
on the very cloaths which I had pulled off over 
night, ſo that my dreſs was altogether odd and 

eculiar: my ſhoes were very five, and over 2 
large hoop I wore a pink ſattin quilted petticoat 
trimmed with filver, which was partly covered 
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by a white dimity night-gown, 


| were hurried on without pinning 
could not contain my 


his trouble : 
| lame, was unable to keep up with my pace; fo 
that, by his advitc and direction, 1 went into the 
surft public houſe I found open, Where I ſtayed 
ſome time, in the utmoſt conſternation, among 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 213 


a full quarter of 
a yard too ſhort : my handlerchief and apron 
my night- cap 
hair, with hung about 
my ears in great ditorder, and my countenance 


denoted a mixture of hope and fcar, joy and 


ſhame. 
In this dilemma, TI made my addrefles to that 
honourable mem her of ſociety, 2 ſhoc-black, whom 


| : Sy inticated to provide me with a coach 


chair, promiſing to reward him liberally for 
but he having the misfortune to be 


a-crew of wretches whom 1 thought proper to 
bribe for their civility, not without the terror of 
being ripped. At length, however, my meſ—- 


ſenger returned with a chair, of which took 


immediate poſſeſſion; and fearing that, by this 


time, my family would be alarmed, and ſend di- 


rectly to lord W s lodgings, I ordered my- 
ſelf to be carried ther backwards, that ſo I 
might paſs undiſcovered. 

This ſtratagem ſucceeded according to my 


wiſh; I ran up ſtairs in a ſtate of trepidation, 


to my faithful lover, who waited for me with 
the moſt impatient and fearful ſuſpence. At fight 
of me, his eyes lightened wirh tranſport ; he 
caught me in his arms, as the 1ichelt preſent hea- 
ven could beſtow; gave me to underitand that 
my father had alrcady fent to his Jodgings in queſt 
of me; then applauding my love and reſolution 
in the moſt rapturous terms, he ordered a hack- 
ney coach to be called, and that we might run 
no riſque of ſeparation, attended me to church, 
where we were lawfully joined in the fight of 
heaven. 

His fears were then all over, but mine recurred 
vith double aggravation : I dreaded the ſight of 
my father, and ſhared all the ſorrow he ſuffered on 
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account of my undutiful behaviour: for I loved 
him with ſuch piety of affection, that I would 
have endured cvery other ſpecies of diſtreſs, rather 
than have given him the lcaſt uncaſineſs: but 
love (where he reigns in full empire) is altoge— 
ther irefiſtible, ſurmounts every difhculty, and 
ſwailows up all other confiderations.” 'Flis was 
the caſe with me; and now the wrevocable ſtep 
was taken, my firſt care was to avoid his ſight. 
With this view, I begged that lord W m 
would think of ſome remote place in the coun— 
try, to which we might retire ſor the preſent ; 
and he forthwith conducted me to a houſe on 
Blackheath, where we were very civilly received 
by a laughter-loving dame, who ſecmed to miſ- 
take me for one of her own fifterhood. 

I no ſooner perceived her opinion, than ] de- 


fired lord W—-—m to undeceive her; upon 


which the was made acquainted with the nature 
of my fituation, and ſhewed us into a private room, 
where I called for pen and paper, and wrote an 
apology to my father, for having acted contrary 
to his will, in ſo important a concern. 

This taik being performed, the bridegroom 
gave me to underſtand, that there was a neceſſity 
for our being bedded immediately, in order to 
render the marriage binding, leſt my father ſhould 
diſcover and part us before conſummation. I 


pleaded hard for a reſpite till the evening, ob- 


* 


jecting to the indecency of going to bed before 
noon ; but he found means to invalidate all my 
arguments, and to convince me, that it was now 
my duty to obey. Rather than hazard the im- 
putation of being obſtinate and refractory on the 
ſirſt day of my probation, 1 ſuffered myſelf to be 
led into a chamber, which was darkened by my 


expreſs ſtipulation, that my ſhame and confuſion 


might be better concealed, and yielded to the 
privilege of a dear huſband, who loved me to 
adoration. | 

About five o'clock in the afternoon we were 
called to dinner, which we had ordered to be 


der until I could retrieve my own. 
a woman of a great deal of humour, plain but 
Lentcel, civil, friendly and perfectly well bred. 


rr 


PEREGRINE PECK LE.  2rg 
ready at four; but ſuch a paltry care had becn 


forgot, amidſt the tranſports of our mutual bliſs. 


We got up, however, and when we came down 
ſtairs, I was aſhamed to ſee the light of day, or 
meet the eyes of my beloved, lord. I ate little, 


ſaid leſs, was happy, though overwhelmed with 


confuſion, underwent a thouſand agitations, ſome 
of which were painful, but by far the greater 
part belonged to rapture and delight; we were 
imparadiſed 1n oy gratification of our mutual 
withes, and felt all that love can beſtow, and 
ſenſibility enjoy. | 


In the twilight we returned to lord W m's 


lodgings in town, where I received a letter from 
my father, importing, that he would never ſee 


me again. But there was one circumſtance in his 


manner of writing, from which I conceived a 
happy preſage of his future indulgence. 


cgun with his uſual appellation of, Dear Fanny, 
which, though it was expunged to make way for 
the word Mad lam, encouraged me to hope that 
lis paternal fondneſs was not yet extinguiſhed, 

At ſupper we were vihted by lord W 


" happineſs, and offered me the uſe of her 
She was 


{She favonred us with her company till the night 
was pretty far advanced, and did not take her 


leave till we retired to our apartment, 


As our lodgings were not ſpacious or 3 
cent, we reſolved to ſee little company; but this 
reſolution was fruſtrated by the numerous ac- 
quaintance of lord W m, who let in half the 


town; fo that T run the gauntlet for a whole 
weck among a ſet of wits, who always delight 
in teaſing a young rent of any note, hes 


plc happens to make ſuch a ſtolen match. Among 
noſe that viſited us upon this occaſion, was my 
Jord's younger brother, who was at that ti INE in 


He had 


OE I 
younger ſiſter, who laughed at us for our incon— 
PEI match, though ſhe owned, ' ſhe cnvicd 
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keeping with a rich heireſs of maſculine memory, 
and took that opportunity of making a parade 
with his cquipage, which was indeed very mag- 
nificent, but altogether diſregarded by us, whole 
happineſs conſiſted in the opulence of mutual 
love. 

This ceremony of recerving viſits being per- 
formed, we went to wait on his mother the 
dutchefs of H , who hearing | was an heireſs, 
readily forgave her ſon for marrying without her 
knowledge and conſent, and favoured us with a 
very cordial reception; inſomuch that, for ſeveral 


months, we dined almoſt conitantly at her table; F 


and 1 muſt own, I always found her unaltered in 


her civility and affection, contrary to her general 
character, which was haughty and capricious. þ 


She was undoubtedly a woman of great ſpirit 
and underſtanding, but ſubject to an infirmity 
which very much impairs and diſguiſes every 
other qualification. 

In about three weeks after our marriage, TI was 
ſo happy as to obtain the forgiveneſs of my ſa- 
ther, to whoſe houfe we repaired, in order to pay 
our reſpects and ſubmiſſion. At ſight of me he 


wept; nor did T bchold his tears unmoved : my | 
heart was overcharged with tenderneſs and ſor- | 


row, for having offended ſuch an indulgent pa- 
rent; ſo that I mingled my tears with his, while 


my dear huſband, whoſe foul was of the ſofteſt | 


and gentleſt mould, melted with ſympathy at the 
afſecting tcene. 

Being thus reconciled to my father, we at- 
tended him into the country, where we we were 
received by my mother, who was a ſenſible good 
woman, tho' not ſuſceptible to love, and there- 
fore leſs apt to excuſe a weakneſs, to which ſhe 
was an utter ſtranger. This was likewiſe the 
caſe with an uncle, from whom I had preat ex- 
pectations. He was a plain good-natured man, 
and treated us with great courteſy ; though his 


notions, in point of love, were not exactly con- þ 


formable to ours. Nevertheleſs, I was, aud 
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ſeemed to be ſo happy in my choice, that my fa- 
mily not only became ſatisfied with the match, 
but exceedingly fond of lerd W ——m. | 
After a ſhort ſtay with them in the country, 
we returned to London, in order to be introduced 


at court, and then ſet out for the North, on a 


viſit to my brother-in-Jaw- the duke of H—, 
who had by a letter to Jord W m, invited 
us to his habitation. My father accordingly 
equipped us with horſes and money ; for our own 
finances were extremely lender, conſiſting only 
of a ſmall penſion allowed by kis grace, upon 
whom the brothers were .cntircly dependent, the 
father having died ſuddenly, before tuitable pro- 
viſion could be made for his younger children. 
When 1 took my leave of my. relations, bid- 


ding adieu to my paternal home, and found my- 


| ſelf launching into a world of care and trouble, 


though the voyage on which I had embarked was 
altogether voluntary, and my companion the per- 


| ſon on whom I doated to diſtraction, I could not 
help ſeclivg ſome melancholy ſcnlations, which, 


however, in a little time, gave way to a train of 
more agreeable ideas. I was viſited in rown by 


almoſt all the women of faſhion, many of whom, 
J perceived, envied me the poſſeſſion of a man 


who had made, (trange havock among their hearts, 
and ſome of them knew the.value of his favour. 


One in particular endeavoured to cultivate my 


Z friendſhip with, fingular marks of regard; but I 


' ried to the earl of P 


thought proper, to, diſcourage her advances, by 
tecping, within the. hounds of bare civility; and 
indeed to none of them was I laviſh of my com- 
plaiſance; for .,l dedicated my whole time to the 
object of my affection, who engrofled my wiſhes 
to ſuch a degree, that although I was; never jea- 


| lous (becaule 1 had no reaſon to be fo) I envied 
the happineſs of every woman whom he chanced ; 


at any time to hand into a coach. 
The dutcheis of 
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„who was newly mar- 

| „a particular friend 

of lord W- m's, carried me to court, and 
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preſented me to the queen, who expreſſed her ap- 
probation of my perſon in very particular terms, 
and obſerved the ſatisfaction that appeared in my 
countenance, with marks of admiration ; dcfircd 
her ladies to take notice, how little happineſs ge- 
pended upon wealth, ſince there was more joy 
in my face than in all her court beſides. 

Such a declaration could not fail to overwhelm 
me with bluſhes, which her majeſty ſeemed to 
behold with plcaſure; for ſhe frequently repeated 
the remark, and ſhewed me to all the foreigners 


of diſtinction, with many gracious expretlions of 
m happineſs in-F 
ſtead of joy, and was pleaſed to promiſe, that]! 


favour. She wiſhed lord W 


ſhe would provide for her pretty beggars ; and 


poor enough we certainly were in every article 


but love. Nevertheleſs, we felt no neceſlitics, but 
paſſed the ſummer in a eee of pleaſures and 
1 ; the greateſt part of which were planned 


<A eB 


y lord Ws ſiſter and another lady, who 
was at that time miſtreſs to the prime miniſt.þ 
The firit was a wit, but homely in her perſon;Þ 
the other, a woman of great beauty and maſculinep 


underſtanding; and a particular fricndſhip ſab-F 
filted between them, though they were both lover 


of power and admiration. 


EY 


This lady, who ſat at the helm, was ex F 


tremely elegant as well as expenſive in her diver- 
ons, in many of which we bore a ſharc; parti-þ 
cularly in her parties upon the water, which 
were contrived in all the magnificence of taſte, 
In the courſe of theſe amuſements, a trifling cin 
cumſtance occurred, which I ſhall relate as an 
inſtance of that jealous ſenſibility which charac- 
teriſed lord W 's difpoſttion. A large com- 
pany of ladies and gentlemen having agreed to 
dine at Vauxhall, and ſup at Marblehall, where 
we propoſed to conclude the evening with iÞ 
dance, one barge being inſufficient to contain the 
whole company, we were divided by lots; inf 
eonfequence of which, my huſband and i wereſy 
yarted, This ſeparation was equally mortfying} 
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to us both, who, tho' married, were ſtill lo— 
vers; and my chagrin was increaſed, when L 
perceived that I was doomed to fit by Sir W— 
Y „a man of profeiled gallantry; for, al- 
though lord W m had, before his marriage, 
made his addreſſes to every woman he ſaw, | 
knew very well he did not defire that any per- 
ſon ſhould make love to his wife. 

That I might not therefore give umbrage, 
by talking to this gallant, I converſed with a 
Scots nobleman, who, according to common 
port, had formerly ſighed among my admi- 
rers: by thele means, in ſeeking to avoid one 
error, I unwittingly plunged myſelf into a 
greater; and diſobliged lord M. m ſo much, 
that he could not conceal his diſpleaſure; nay, 
ſo deeply was he offended at my conduct, that 
in the evening, when the ball began, he would 
ſcarce deigu to take me by the hand in the courſe 
of dancing, and darted ſuch unkind looks as 
picrced me to the very foul. What augmented 
my concern, was my ignorance of the treſpaſs 
I had committed. 1 was tortured with a thous 
ſand uneaſy reſlections; I began to fear that L 
had miſtaken his temper, and given my heart to 
a man who was tired of pollefhion; tho' I re- 
ſolved to bear without complaining the misfor— 
tune I had cntuiled upon mytelf. 

1 ſeized the lirit opportunity of ſpeaking to 
him, and thereby ditcovered the cauſe of his 
chagrin; but, as there was no time for expoſtu— 
lation, the mitunderſtanding continued on his 
fide, with fuch evident marks of uncaſineſs, that 
cvery individual of the company made up to me 
and enquired about the cauſe of his diſorder; 
ſo that | was fam to amuſe their concern, by 
ſaying that he had been ill the day before, and 
dancing did not agree with his conſtitution. 80 
much was he incenſed by this unhappy circum- 
ſtance of my conduct, which was void of all in— 
tention to oflend him, that he determined to be 
revenged of me for my indiſerction, and at ſup- 
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per, chancing to fit between two very handſome 
ladies (one of whom 1s lately dead, and the other, 
at preſent, my neighbour in the country), he af 
fected an air of gaiety, and openly coquctted 
with them both. 

This was not the only puniſhment he inflicted 
on his innocent wife. In the courſe of our en- 
tertainment, we engaged in tome ſimple diver- 
ſion, in conſequence of which, the gentlemen 
were ordered to ſalute the ladies; when lord 
W., in performing this command, unkindly neg- 
lected me in my turn; and I had occaſion for all 
my diſcretion and pride, to conceal from the com- 
pany, the agonies 1 felt at this mark of indiiference 
and diſreſpect. However, I obtained the victor 
over myſelf, and pretended to laugh ut his huſband- 
like behaviour, while the tears ſtood in my eyes, 
and my heart ſwelled even to burſting. 

We broke up about five, after having ſpent 
the moſt tedious evening | had ever known; and 
this offended lover went to bed in a ſtate of ſullen 
filence and diſguſt. Whatever deſire 1 had to 
come [to an explanation, 1 thought myſelf ſo 
much aggrieved by his unreaſonable prejudice, 
that I could not prevail upon myſelf to demand a 
eonference, till after his firſt nap, when my pride 
giving way to my tenderneſs, I claſped him in 
my arms, though he pretended to difcouraye 
theſe advances of my love: I aſked how he conld 
be ſo unjuſt as to take umbrage at my civility to 
a man whom he knew, I had refuſed for his 
fake. I chid him for his barbarous endeavours 
to awake my jcalouſy, and uſed ſuch irreſiſtible 
arguments in my own vindication, that he was 
convinced of my innocence, ſealed my acquittal 
with a kind embrace, and we mutually enjoyed 
the ſoft tranſports of a fond reconciliation. 

Never was pathon more eaper, delicate, or 
unreſerved, than that which glowed within our 
breaſts. Far from being cloyed with the pofict- 
fion of each other, our raptures ſcemed to in- 
creaſe with the term of our union. When we 
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were parted, though but for a few hours, by the 
neceſſary avocations of life, we were 2 
during that brief ſeparation, and met again, like 


lovers who knew no joy but in one another's 


+ 3 4 _ . 
e N 


preſence. How many delicious evenings did we 
jpend together, in our little apartment, after 
we had ordered the candles to be taken away, 
that we might enjoy the agrecable reflection of 
the moon in a five ſummer's evening. Such a mild 
and folema tcene naturally diſpoſes the mind to 
peace aud benevolence; but when improved with 
the converſation of the man one loves, it fills the 


imagination with ideas of ineffable delight! For 


my own part, I can ſafely ſay my heart was fo 
wholly engroſſed by my huſband, that T never 
took pleaſure in auy diverhon, where he was not 


| pefonally concerned; nor was [ ever guilty of one 


thought repugnant to my duty and my love. 

In the autumn we ſet out for the north, and 
were met on the road by the duke and twenty 
pentlemen, who conducted us to H——n, where 
we lived in all imaginable ſplendor. His grace, 
at that time, maintained above an hundred fer- 
vants, with a band of mulic which always per— 
formed at dinner, kept open table, and was 
viſited by a great deal of company. The ocono- 
my of his house was ſuperintended by his eldeſt 
filter, a beautitul young lady of an amiable tem- 
per, with whom J. ſoon contracted an intimate 
friendſhip. She and the duke uſcd to rally me upon 
my tondeſs for lord W—m, who was a fort of an 
humoriſt, and apt to be in a pet, in which caſe 
he would leave the company, and go to bed by 
ſeven o'clock in the evening. On theſe occaſions, 
] always diſappeared, giving up every confidera- 
tion to thac of pleating my buiband, notwith— 
ſtauding the ridicule of his relations, who taxed 
me with having ſpoiled him with too much indul- 
gence, But how could I expreſs too much 
tenderneſs and condelcenfion for a man, who 
doated upon me to ſuch exceſs, that when bu- 
bucls obliged him to leave me, heal w ſnatched 
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the firſt opportunity to retuin, and often rode 
through darkneſs, ſtorms and tempelts, to my arme: 
Having ſtayed about feven months in this Þ 


place, I found myſelf in a fair way of being a 
mother; and that 1 might be near my own rc- 
lations, in fuch an intereſting ſituation, I and my 
dear companion departed from H n, not with. 
out great reluctance; for I was fond of the Scots 
in general, who treated me with great hoſpitality 
and reſpect ; and to this day, they pay me the 
compliment of ſaying, I was one of the bet 
wives in that country, which is ſo juſtly cclc- 
brated for good women. 

Lord W——-m having attended me to my fa— 
ther's houſe, was obliged to return to Scotland, 
to ſupport his intereſt in being elected member 
of parliament; ſo that he took his leave of me, 
with a full reſolution of ſecing me again, before 
the time of my lying- in; and all the comfort [ en- 
joyed in his abfcnce, was the peruſal of his letters, 
which I puanctually received, together with rhote 
of his ſiſter, who, from time to time, favoured 
me with aſſurances of his conftancy and devo- 
tion. Indeed theſe teſtimonials were neceſſary 
to one of my diſpoſition; for I was none of thoſe 
who could be contented with half zu heart, 
I could not even ſpare one complacent look to 
any other woman, but expected the undlivided 
homage of his love. Had been diſappointed 
in this expeRation, I ſhould (though a wife) 
have rebelled or died. 

Mean while, my parents treated me with great 
tendernefs, intending that lord W m ſhould 
be ſertled in a houſe of his own, and accommo- 
dated with my fortune, and his expectations from 
the queen were very ſauguine, when I was taken 
Wu, and delivered of à dead child; an event 
which affected me extremely. When I under— 
ſtood the extent of my misfortune, my heart 
throbbed with ſuch violence, that my breaſt 
could ſcarce contain it; and my anxiety being ag- 
gravated by the abſence of my lord, produced a 
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that terrible ſuſpence, 
minds of thoſe who are 


coach, though the day was far 
though exceedingly weak, accompanied him in the 
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dangerous fever, of which he was no ſooner ap- 
© priſed by letter, than he came poſt from Scots 
land.: but before his arrival, I was ſuppoſed to 


be in a fair way. ; 

During this journey, he was tortured with all 
which prevails in the 
in danger of loſing that 
which is moſt dear to them; and when he en- 
tered the houſe, was fo much overwhelmed with 
apprehenſion, that he durſt not enquire about 
the ſtate of my health. 

As for my part, LI never cloſed an eye from 
the time on which I expected his return; and 
when 1 heard his voice, I threw open my curtains, 
and fat up in the bed to receive him, though at 
the hazard of my life. He run towards me with 
all the eagerneſs of paſſion, and claſped me in 
his arms; he kneeled by the bed-ſide, kiſſed my 
hand a thouſand times, and wept with tranſports 
of tenderneis and joy. In ſhort, this meeting 
was ſo pathetic, as to overcome my enfeebled con- 
ſtirution ; and we were parted by thoſe who were 
wiſer than ourſelves, and faw-that nothing was 
ſo proper for us as a little repoſe. 

But how ſhall I relate the deplorable tranſition 


from envied happineſs to exceſs of miſery, which 


| now ſuſtained ! My month was hardly up, when 
my dear huſband was taken ill; perhaps the fa» 
tigue of body as well as mind, which he had un- 


dergone. on my account, occaſioned a fatal fer- 


ment in his blood, and his health fell a ſacrifice 
to his love. Phyſicians were called from London; 


but, alas! they brought no hopes of his recovery. 


By their advice, he was removed to town, for 
the convenience of being punctually attended. 
Every moment was too precious to be thrown 
away; he was therefore immediately put into the 
pent; and I, 


Journey, which was performed by the light of flam- 
beaus, and rendcred unſpeakably ſhocking, by the 


diſmal appreheakon of loſing him every moment. 
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At length, however, we arrived at our lodging; | 
in Pall-mall, where I lay by him on the floor, þ: 


and attended the iſſue of his diſtemper, in all the! 


agonies of horror and deſpair. In a little time 
his matady ſettled upon his brain, and in his de 
lirium, he uttered ſuch dreadful exclamations, as 
were ſufficient to pierce the moſt ſavage heart, 
What effef then muſt they have had on mine, 
which was fraught with every ſentiment of the 
moſt melting affection! It was not a common 
grief that took poſſeſſion of my foul; 1 felt all 
the aggravation of the moſt acute diftrets. 1 


ſometimes ran down to the ſtreet in a fit of di— 
"Nra&tion: I ſent for the doors every minute : 


T1 wearied heaven with my prayers ; even now 
my heart aches at the remembrance of what | 
ſuffered, and I cannot without trembling pro- 
cced with the woeful' ſtory. 

After having lain inſenſible ſome days, he re- 
covered the uſe of ſpeech, and called upon my 
name, which he had a thouſand times repeated 
while he was bereft of reafon. All hopes of his 


life was now relinquiſhed, and I was lcd to his 


bed ſide to receive his laſt adieu, being directed 
to ſummon all my fortitude, and ſupprets my ſor- 
row, that he might not be diſturbed by my agi- 
tation. I collected all my reſolution to ſupport 
me in this affecting ſcene. I law my dear lord in 


| » Extremity. The beauties of his youth were all 
decayed; yet his eyes, tho' languid, retained un- 


ſpeakable ſweetneſs and expreſſion. He felt his 
end approaching, put forth his hand, and with a 
look full of complacency and benevolence, ut- 
tered ſuch a tender tale—— Good heaven! how 


Had 1 deſerved ſuch accumulated affliction ! the 


bare remembrance of which now melts me into 
tears. uman nature could not undergo my 
ſituation, without ſuſfering an extacy of grief! { 
claſped him in my arms, and kifſed him a thou- 


ſand times, with the moſt violent motions of woe: 
but 1 was torn from his embrace, and in a little 


time he was raviſhed for ever from my view. 
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On that fatal morning, which put a period to 
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approach my 
bed, and, from her appearance, concluded that 
he was no more; yet I begged ſhe would not 
confirm the unhappy preſage, by announcing his 
death; and ſhe accordingly preſerved the moſt 
emphatic filence. 1 got up, and trod ſoftly over 
his head, as if I had been afraid of interrupting 
his repoſe. Alas! he was no longer ſenſible of 
ſuch diſturbance. I was ſeized with a ſtupefac- 
tion of ſorrow: T threw up the window, and 
looking around, thought the ſun ſhone with the 
moſt diſmal aſpect; every thing was ſolitary, 
chearleſs, and replete with horror. 


ln this condition I was, by the direction of 


my friend, conveyed to her houſe, where my fa- 
culties were 10 overpowered by the load of an- 
guiſh-which opprefſed me, that 1 know not what 
paſſed during the firſt days of my unhappy wi- 
dowhood ; this only I know, the kind dutcheſs 
treated me with all imaginable care and compaſ- 
ſion, and carried me to her country-houſe, where 
I ſtayed ſome months; during which, ſhe en- 
deavoured to comfort me with all the amuſements 
ſhe could invent, and laid me under fuck obli— 
gations, as ſhall never be eraſed from my remem- 
brance : yet, notwithſtanding ail her care and 
concern, I was, by my excets of grief, plunged 
into a languiſhing diſtemper, for which my phy- 
ſicians adviſed me to drink the Bath waters. 

ln compliance with this preſcription, I went 
thither towards the end of ſummer, and found 
ſome benefit by adhering to their directions ; 
though I tclcom went abroad, except when l vi- 
ſited my ſiſter-in-law, who was there with the 
princeſs ; and upon theſe occaſions, I never failed 


4 0 


to attract the notice of the company, who were 


ſtruck with the appearance of ſuch a young crea» 


ture in weeds. Nor was | free from the perſecu- 
tion of profeſſed admirers ; but being dead to all 
joy, I was deaf to the voice of adulation. 
About chiiſtmas, I repaired to my father's 
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houſe, where my ſorrows were revived by every 
object that recalled the idea of my dear lamented 
lord, But theſe melancholy reſlections I was 
obliged to bear, becauſe I had no other home or 
habitation, being left an unprovided widow,altoge- 
ther dependant on the affection of my own family. 

During this winter, divers overtures were made 
to my father, by people who demanded me in 
marriage; but my heart was not yet ſufficiently 
weancd from my former paſſion, to admit the 
thoughts of another maſter. Among thoſe that 
preſented their propofals, was a certain young 
nobleman, who, upon the firſt news of lord 
w m's death, came poſt from Yaris, in or- 
ger to declare his paſſion. He made his firſt ap- 
pearance in a hired chariot and fix, accompanied 
by a big fat fellow, whom (as I afterwards 
learn'd) he had engaged to ſound his praiſes, with 
the promiſe of a thouſand pounds, in lieu of 
which he paid him with forty. Whether it was 
with a view of ſcreening himſelf from the cold, 
or of making a comfortable medium in caſe of 
being overturned, and falling under his weighty 
companion, I know nor; bur certain it is, the 
carriage was ſtuffed with hay, in ſuch a manner, 
that when he arrived, the ſervants were at ſome 

Pains in rummaging and removing it, before they 
could come at their maſter, or heip him to alight. 
When he was lifted out of the chariot, he ex- 
hibited a very ludicrous figure to the view; he 
was a thin, mcagrc, ſhivering creature, of a low 
ſtature, with little black eyes, a long noſe, ſal- 
low complexion, and pitted with the tmall-pox 
dreſſed in a coat of light brown frize, lined with 
pink- coloured ſhag, a monſtrous ſolitaire and 
bag, and (if I remember aright) a pair of huge 

jJack-boots. In a word, his whole appearance 

was ſo little calculated for inſpiring love, that I 
had (on the ſtrength of ſeeing him once before at 

Oxford) fet him down as the laſt man on carth, 
whom I. would chute to wed ; and I will ventwe 
to atfirm, that he was in every particular the 
very revcs.c of my late hulband. 
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As my father was not at home, he ſtayed but 
one evening, and left his errand with my mother, 
to whom he was as diſagrecable as to myſelt ; ſo 
that his propoſal was abſolutely rejected. And 
| heard no more of him during the ſpace of 
three whole months, at the expiration of which, 
| went to town, where this mortilying figure 


preſented itſelf again, and renewed his ſuit, of- 


tering ſuch advantageous terms of ſettlement, 
that my father began to relith the match, and 
warmly recommended it to my conſideration. 
Lord W m's relations adviied me to em- 
brace the opportunity of making myſelf indepen- 
dent; all my acquaintance plied me with argu- 
ments to the ſame purpoſe: I was uneaſy at 
home, and indifferent to all mankind. 1 weighed 
the motives with the objections, and with reluct- 
ance yielded to the importunity of my friends. 
In conſequence of this determination, the little 
gentleman was permitted to viſit me; and the 
manner of his addreſs did not at all alter the opi- 
nion J had conceived of his character and uns 
derſtanding. I was even ſhocked at the proſpect 
of marrying a man whom I could not love; and, 
in order to diſburthen my own conſcience, took 


an opportunity of telling him one evening, as 


we ſat oppoſite to each other, that it was not in 
my power to command my affection, and there- 
fore he could not expect the poſſeſſion of my 
heart, lord W 
me for a wife; nevertheleſs, I would endeavour 
to contract a friendſhip for him, which would 
entirely depend upon his own behaviour. 

To this declaration he replied (to my great 
ſurprize) that he did not deſire me to love him, 
my friendſhip was ſuſhcieat ; and next day re- 
peated this ſtrange inſtance of moderation in a 


letter, which I communicated to my liſter, who 


laughed heartily at the contents, and perſuaded 
me, that ſince I could love no man, he was the 
propereſt perſon to be my huſband. 

Accardingiy, the wedding cloaths =_ page 


m's indulgence having ſpoiled 
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being prepared, the day—the futal day was fixed ! 
on the morning of which, | went to the houſe of 
my brother-in-law Duke H , who loved me 
tenderly, and took my leave of the family; a 
family which I ſhall lways remember with love, 
honour, and eſteem. His grace received me in 
the molt aſſectionate manner, ſaying at parting, 
« Lady W „if he does not uſe you well, I 
will take you back again.” 
'The bridegroom and I met at Ox chapel, 
where the ceremony was performed by the biſhop 
of W „in preſence of his Jordſhip's mother, 
my father, and another lady. The nuptial knot 
being tied, we ſet out for my father's houſe in 
the country, and proceeded full twenty miles on 
our journey, before my lord opened his mouth; 
my thoughts having been all that time employed 
on ſomething quite foreign to my preſent ſit ua— 
tion; for I was then bur a giddy girl of eighteen. 
At length my father broke ſilence, and clapping 
his lordthip on the ſhoulder, told him he was but 
a dull bridegroom; upon which, my lord gave 
him to underſtand, that he was out of ſpirits. 
This dejection continued all the day, notwith- 
landing the refreſhment of a plentiful dinner, 
which he ate upon the road; and in the evening 
we arrived at the place of our deſtination, where 
we were kindly received by my mother, though 
the had no liking to the match; and after ſupper, 
we retired to our apartment. | 

It was here that I had occaſion to perceive the 
moſt diſagrecable contraſt between my preſent 
hclp-mate and my former lord. Inſtcad of flying 
to my arms with all the eagerneſs of love and 
rapture, this manly repreſentative ſat moping in 
a corner, like a criminal on execution day, and 
owned he was aſhamed to bed a woman, whoſe 
hand he kad ſcarce ever touched. 
I could not help being affected with this puſilla- 
nimous behaviour; I remembered lord W m, 
while I ſurveyed the object before me, and made 
ſuch a compariſon as filled me with horror and 
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xed ! diſguſt; nay, to ſuch a degree did my averſion 
ſe of to this phantom prevail, that I began to ſweat 
me with anguiſh at the thought of being ſubjected to 
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his pleaime: and when, after a long heſitation, 
he ventured to gpproach me, I trembled as if ! 
had been expoſed to the embiaces of a raitle- 
ſake. Nor did the efforts of his love dimineſh 
His attempts were like the paw- 


= ings of an imp, ſent from hell to feige and torment 
ſome guilty wretch, ſuch as are exhibited in ſome 


dramatic performance, which 1 never ſee acted, 
without remembering my wedding-night. By 


ſuch ſhadowy, unſubſtantial, vexativus behaviour, 


was 1 tantabzed, and robbed of my repoſe; and 
curly next morning | got up, with à moſt ſove- 
reign contempt for my bediollow, who indulged. 
Wimiclt in bed till cleven. 

Having paſſed a few days in this place, I went 
home with him to his houſe at Twickenham; and 
ſoon after we were prelentcd at court, when the 
queen was pleaſed to ſay to my lord's mother, 
the did not doubt that we ſhould be an happy 
couple, for I had been a good wife to my former 
huſband. 

Whatever deficiencies I had to complain of in 
my new ſpouſe, he was not wanting in point of 
liberality : I was preſented with a very fine cha— 
riot ſtudded with filver nails, and ſuch a profu- 
ſion of jewels as furniſhed a joke to ſome of my 
acquaintance, who obſerved, that I was formerly 
queen of hcarts, but now metamorphoted into 
the queen of diamonds. | now allo had an op- 
portunity (which I did not let flip) of paying lord 
W——m's debts from my privy purſe: and on 
that ſcore received the thanks of his elder brother, 
who (tho' he had undertaken to diicharge them) 
delayed the execution of his purpoſe, longer than 
I thought they ſhould remain unpaid. This un— 
common ſpendor attracted the eves and envy of 
my COMPeritors, who were the more 'raplacable 
in their reſentments, becaute, notwith{landing 
my marringæ, I As As much as ever followed by 
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the men of gallantry and pleature, among whon 
at is a conſtant maxim, thaca woman never with. 
holds her affections from her huſband without an 
intention to beſtow them ſomewhere elſe. Lnever 
appeared without a train of admirers, and my 
houſe in the country was always crouded with gay 
yeung nen of quality. 

Among thoſe who cultivated my good graces 
with the greateſt (kill aud aſhduity, were the call 
Q „ and Mr. S——, brother to lord F 
The former of whom in the courſe of his addreſſes, 
treated me with an entertainment of ſuspriſing 
magnificence, diſpoſed into a dinner, ſupper, 
and ball: to which 1, at his deſire, invited eleven 
ladies, whom he paired with the like number of 
his own ſex, ſo that the whole company amount- 
ed to twenty-four. We were regaled with a moſt 
elegant dinner in an apartment which was alto- 
gether ſuperb, and ſerved by gentlemen only, no 
livery ſervant being permitted to come within 
the door. In the afternoon we embarked in two 
ſplendid barges, being attended by a band of 
mulick, in a third; and enjoyed a delightful 
evening upon the river, till the twilight, when 
we returned and began the ball, which was con- 
ducted with ſuch order and taſte, that mirth and 
good humour prevailed. No diſſatis faction ap— 
peared, except in the countenance of one old 
maid, ſince married to a fon of the duke of : 
who tho” the would not refuſe to partake of ſuch 
an agreeable entertainment, was diſpleaſed that 
I ſhould have the bonour of inviting her. O 
baleful Envy! thou ſelf-tormenting fiend | How 
doſt thou predominate in all aſſemblies, from the 
grand gala of a court to the meeting of ſimple 
peaſants at their harveſt-home! Nor is the preva- 
lence of this ſordid paſſion to be wondered at, if 
ve conſider the weaknets, pride and vanity of 
our ſex, Ihe preſence of one favourite man ſhall 
poiſon the enjoyment of a whole .company, and 
Produce the moſt tancorous enmity betwixt the 
cloſeſt friends, 


# 


ing 
have 


1d. 
ploye 
love; 
was | 
2 able 

put | 


- 


won 


hom 
with. 
it an 
CVer 

my 
Yay 


Ces 
carl 


— 


n 
F 

6—‚’ñ g m ro 
r TIS 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 231 
1 danced with the maſter of the ball, who em- 


ployed all the artillery of his eloquence in making 
love; yet I did not liſten to his addreſſes, for he 
was not to my taſte, tho' he poſſeſſed an agree- 
able perſon, and a good acquired underſtanding; 
hut he was utterly ignorant of that gentle prevail- 
ing art which I afterwards experienced in Mr. 
| S—, and which was the only method he could 
ha ve ſucceſsfully practiſed, in ſeducing a young 
woman like me, born with ſentiments of honour, 


and trained up in the paths of religion and virtue. 
This young gentleman was, indeed, abſolutely 
maſter of thoſe infinuating qualifications which 
few women of paſſion and ſenſibility can reſiſt; 


and had a perſon every way adapted for profiting 


by theſe inſidious talents. He was well acquaint- 
ed with the human heart, conſcious of his own 
power and capacity, and exerciſed theſe endow- 
ments with unwearied perſeverence. He was tall 
and thin, of a ſhape and ſize perfectly agreeable 
to my taſte, with large blue eloquent eyes, good 
teeth, and a long head turned to gallantry. His 
behaviour was the ſtandard of politeneſs, and all 
his advances were conducted with the moſt pro- 
found reſpect; which is the moſt eſfectual expe- 
dient a man can uſe againſt us, if he can find 
means to perſuade us, that it proceeds from the 


excels and delicacy of his paſſion. It is no other 


than a filent compliment, by which our accom- 
pliſkhments are continually flattered, and pleaſes in 
proportion to the ſuppoled underſtanding of him 
who pays it. | 

By theſe arts and advantages this conſummate 
politician in love began by degrees to ſap the 
foundations of my conjugal faith; he ſtole imper- 
ceptibly into my affection, and by dint of oppor- 
tunity, which he well knew how to improve, tri- 
umphed, at laſt, over all his rivals. 

Nos was he the only perſon that diſputed my 
heart with earl C—, That nobleman was alſo ri- 
valled by lord C- H—, a Scotchman, who had 


been an intimate and relation of my former hut- 
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band. Him [ would have preferred to moſt of 
his competitors, and actually coquetted with him 
for ſome time: but the amour was interrupted by 
his going to Ireland; upon which occaſion, un. 
derſtanding that he was but indiffercntly provided 
with money, 1 made him a preſent of a gold 
ſauff box, in which was incloſed a bank-note; a 
trifling mark of my eſteem, which he afterwards 
juſtified by the molt grateful, friendly, and gen— 
tec] behaviour; and as we correſponded by letters, 
I frankly told him, that Mr. S— had ſtept in, and 
won the palm from all the reſt of my admirers. 

This new favourite's mother and ſiſters, who 
lived in the neighbourhood, were my conſtant 
companions; and, in conſequence of this inti- 
macy, he never let a day paſs without paying his 
reſpects to me in perſon ; nay, fo ingenious was he 
in contriving the means of promoting his ſuit, 
that whether I rode or walked, went abroad or 
ſtayed at home, he was always of courſe one of 
the party: ſo that his deſign ſecmed to ingroſs his 
whole vigilance and attention. Thus he ſtudied 
my diſpoſition, and eſtabliſhed himfelf in my 
good opinion, at the ſame time. He found my 
heart was ſuſceptible of every tender impreſſion, 
and ſaw that I was not free from the vanity of 
youth; he had already acquired my friendſhip 
and eſteem, from which he knew there was a 
ſhort and eaſy tranſition to love. By his penc- 
tration chooſing proper ſeaſons for the theme, 
he urged it with fuch pathetic vows and artful 
adulation, as well might captivate a young woman 
of my complexion and inexperience, and circum- 
ſtanced as I was, with a huſband whom I had 
ſuch reaſon to deſpiſe. 

Tho' he thus made an inſenſible progreſs in my 
heart, he did not find my virtue any eaſy con- 
queſt; and I myſelf was ignorant of the advan- 
tage he had gained, withregard to my inclinations, 
until I was convinced of his ſucceſs by an alarm 
of jealouſy which 1 one day felt, at ſeeing him 
engaged in converſation with another lady, I 
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forthwith recognized this ſymptom of love, with 
which | had been formerly acquainted, and trem- 
bled at the diſcovery of my own weakneſs, I 
underwent a ſtrange agitation, and mixture of 
contrary ſenſations: I was pleaſed with the paſ- 
fion, yet aſhamed of avowing it even to my own 
mind. The rights ofa huſband (tho* mine was 
but a nominal one) occurred to my reflection, and 
virtue, modeſty and honour forbade me to cheriſh 
the guilty flame. : 

When [ encouraged theſe laudable ſeruples, 
and reſolved to facritice my love to duty and re- 
putation, my lord was almoſt every day employ- 
ed in riding poſt to my father, with complaints 
of my conduct, which was hitherto irreproacha- 
ble; tho” the greateſt grievance which he pretend- 
ed to have ſuffered, was my refuſing to comply 
with his deſire, when he entreated me to lie a 


whole hour every morning, with my neck unco- 


rered, that by gazing, he might quiet the pertur- 
bation of his ſpirits. From this requeſt you may 
judge of the man, as well as of the regard I muſt 
entertain for his charaQer and diſpoſition. 
During the whole ſummer I was beſieged by 
my artful undoer, and in the autumn ſet out 
with my lord for Bath, where, by reaſon of the 
intimacy that ſubſiſted between our families, we 
lived in the ſame houſe with my lover and his 


fiſter, who, with another agreeable young lady, 


accompanied us in this expedition. By this time 
Mr. S— had extorted from me a contethon of a 
mutual flame, tho' I aſlured him that it ſhould 
never induce me to give up the valauable poſſeſ- 
ſions of an unſpotted character, and a conſeience 
void of offence." I offered him all the enjoyment 
he could reap from an unreſerved intercourſe of 
fouls, abſtracted from any ſenſual conſideration, 
He eagerly embraced the Platonic propoſal, be- 
cauſe he had ſagacity enough to foreſee the iſſue 
of ſuch chimerical contracts, and knew me too 
well to think he could accompliſh his purpoſe 
without ſeeming to acquieſce in my own terms, 
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and culavating my tendernets under the ſpecious 
pretext. 

lu conſequence of this agreement we took all 
opportunities of ſeeing each other in private; and 
theſe interviews were ſpent in mutual proteſtations 
of diſintereſted love. This correſpondence, tho' dan- 
gerons, was (on my fide, equally innocent and en- 
dearing; and many happy hours we paſs'd, before 
my ſentiments were cliſcovered. At length m 
lover was taken ill, and then my paſſion burſt out 
beyond the power of concealment ; my grief and 
anxiety became fo conſpicuous in my countenance, 
and my behaviour was fo indiſcreet, that every 
body in the houſe perceived the ſituation of my 
thoughts, and blamed my conduct accordingly. 

Certain it is I was extremely imprudent, tho' 
intentionally innocent. | have lain whole nights 
by my lord, who teized and tormented me for 
that which neither I could give nor he could take, 


and ruminated on the fatal conſequence of this 
unhappy flame, until 1 was worked into a fever | 


of diſquiet, I ſaw there was no ſafety but in flight, 
and often determined to baniſh myſelf for ever 
from the fight of this dangerous intruder, But 
my reſolution always failed at the approach of 
day, and my defire of ſeeing him as conſtantly 
recurred. So far was I from perſiſting in tuch 
commendable determinations, that, on the eve of 
our departure from Bath, I felt the kecneſt pangs 
of ſorrow at our approaching ſeparation; and us 
we could not enjoy our private interviews at my 


houſe in town, I promiſed to viſit him at his own 


apartments, after he had ſworn by all that's facrcd, 
that he would take no ſiniſter advantage of my 


condeſcention, by preſuming upon the opportuni- 
ties I ſhould give. 


Ile kept his word; for he ſaw I truſted to it 
with fear and trembling, and perceived that my 


apprehenſion was not affected, but the natural 


concern of a young creature, diſtracted between 
love and duty, whom, had he alarmed, he never 
would have teen within his doors again. Inſtead 
of preſling me with ſolicitations in favour of bis 
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paſſion, he was more than ever reſpectful and 
-omplaiſant, ſo that I found myſelf diſengaged 


23.5 


f all reſtraint, conducted the converſation, 
ſhortened and repeated my viſits at my own plea- 
ſure, till at laſt, I became ſo accuſtomed to this 
communication, that his houſe was as familiar to 
me as my own. Ks g 

Having in this manner ſecured himſelf in my 
confidence, he reſumed the favourite ropic of 
love, and warming my imagination by gradual 
advances on the ſubject, my heatt began to pant; 
when he ſaw me thus moved, be ſnatched the fa- 
vourable occaſion to practiſe all his eloquence and 
art. 1 could not reſiſt his energy, nor even fly 
from the temptation that afſaiied me, until he had 
obtained a promiſe that he ſhould, at our next 
meeting, reap the fruits of his tedious expectation. 
Upon this condition | was permitted to retire, and 
blefled heaven for my cſcape, fully determined to 
continue in the path of viitue 1 had hitherto trod, 
and ſtifle the criminal flame, by which my peace 
and reputation were endangered. But this idea, 
which reigned in my heart, without controul, ſoon 
baffled all theſe prudent ſuggeſtions. 

i ſaw him again, and he reminded me of my 
promiſe, which I endeavoured to evade with at- 
fected pleaſantry ; upon which he manifeſted the 
utmoſt diſpleaſure and chagrin, thedding ſome 
erocodile tcars, and upbraiding me with levity 
and indifference. He obſerved, that he had ſo- 
licited my favour for ten long months, without 
intermiſſion, and imagined I had held out fo long 
on virtuous motives only; but now he could 
plainly perceive that his want of ſucceſs had been 


owing to my want of affection; and that all my, 


profc{hons were inſincere: in a word, he per- 
tuaded me, that his remonftrances were juſt and 
reaſonable. I could not fee the 2#l: on of a 
man 1 loved, when I knew it was in my power to 
remove it ; and rather than forfeit his opinion of 
my fincerity and love, I contented to his with, 


My heart now flutters at the remembrance of the. 
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dear, tho' fatal indiſeretion; yet I refle& without 
remorſe, and even remember it with pleaſure. 
If I could not avoid the cenſure of the world, 
] was reſolved to bear it without repining; and 
ſure the guilt (if there was any in my conduct) 
was but venial! for I conſidered myſelf as a per- 
ſon abſolved of all matrimonial ties, by the in- 
fignificance of lord , who, tho' a nominal 
huſband, was, in fact, a mere non-entity. { 
therefore, contracted a new engagement with my 
lover, to which I reſolved to achere with tlie 
moſt ſcrupulous fidelity, without the leaſt inten- 
tion of injuring my lord or his relations ; for had 
our mutual paſſion produced any viſible effects, 1 
would immediately have renounced and abandun- 
ed my huſband for ever, that the fruit of my love 
for Mr. 8 might not have inherited, to the 
detriment of the right beir. This was my determi- 
nation, which I thought juſt, if not prudent; 
and for which | have incurred the imputation of 
folly, in the opinion of this wiſe and honeſt gene- 
ration, by whoſe example and advice I have, ſince 
that time, heen a little reformed in point of pru- 


torn to my primitive way of thinking. 

When I quitted Mr. 5 , after the ſacrifice 
I' had made, and returned to my own bed, it 
may perhaps be ſuppoſed that 1 flept but little, 
True: 1 was kept awake by the joyful impa- 
tience of reviſiting my lover. Indeed, 1 negle&- 
ed no opportunity of flying to his arms: when 
lord was in the country we enjoyed each 
other's company withont interruption, but when 
he refided in town our correſpondence was li— 
mited to ſtolen interviews, which were unſpcak- 
ably delicious, as genuine love preſided at the 
Entertainment. | 
Such was my happineſs, in the courſe of this 
tender communication, that to this day I re- 
member it. with pleaſure, tho” it has coſt me dear 
in the ſequel, and was at that time enjoyed at a 
conſiderable expence ; for I devoted myſelf ſo ne- 


dentials, tho' I ſtill retain a ſtrong tendency to re- 
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tirely to my lover, who was deſirous of engroſſing 
my time and thoughts, that my acquaintance, 
which was very numerous, juſtly accuſed me of 
neglect, and of conſequence cooled in their friend» 


ſhips : but I was all for laue, or the world well laßt: 


And were the tame opportunity to offer, I would 


act the fame conduct over again. n 
Some there are who pothvly may wonder how 


could love twice with ſuch violence of affection: 


but all ſuch obſervers muſt be unacquainted with 
the human heart. Mine was naturally adapted 


for the tender patlions, and had been ſo fortunate, 
10 cheriſhed in its tirſt impreſhions, that it felt. 


with joy the ſame ſenſations revive, when in- 
fluenced by the ſame engaging qualifications. 
Certain it is I loved the ſecond time as well as the 
fiſt, and better was impoſhble. I gave up my 
all for both: fortune and my father's favour for 
theone; reputation, friends, and fortune for the 
Yet, notwithſtanding this intimate con- 


on the contrary, I ſtill appeared at court, and 
attracted the notice and app: -oation of my royal 
patroneſs; I danced with the p of W—; a 
circumſtance which ſo nearly affected Mr. S— 
who was preſent, that, in order to manifeſt his 
reſentment, he choſe the uglieſt woman in the ball 
for his partner ; and I no ſooner perceived his 
uneaſineſs than 1 gave over, with a view of ap- 
peaſing his diſpleaſure. | 

Without repeating particular circumſtances, 
let it ſuffice to ſay our mutual paſhon was a 
perfect copy of that wluch had ſubſiſted between 
me and my dear lord W m. [It was jealous, 
melting and delicate, and chequered with little 


accidents, which ſerve to animate and maintain. 


the flame, in its firſt ardency of rapture. When 
my lover was fick, 1 attended and nuried him with 
indefatigable tenderneſs and care; and during an 
indiſpoſition which JI caught in the performance of 
lis agreeable office, he diſcharged the obligation 
with all the warmth of ſympathy and love. 


1 
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It was, however, judged neceſſary by the phy 
cians, that I ſhould uſe the Bath-waters for the 
recovery of my health; and | ſet out for that place, 
glad of a pretence to be abſent from lord —, 
with whom | lived on very unhappy terms. He 
had, about nine months after our marriage, de. 
ured that we might {leep in ſeparate beds, and 
gave a very whimſical reaſon for this propoſal. 
He ſaid, the immenſity of his love deprived hin 
of the power of gratification, and that ſome com- 
merce with an object, to which his heart was not 
attached, might, by diminiſhing the tranſports of 
his ſpirits, recompoſe his nerves, and enable him 
to enjoy the fruits of his good fortune. 

You may be ſure I made no objections to this 
plan, which was immediately put in execution, 
He made his addreſſes to a nymph of Drury-lane 
whoie name (as he told me) was Mrs. Rock, 
She made ſhift to extract ſome money from ber 
patient; but his infirmity was beyond the power 
of her art; though the made ſome miſchief ba- 
tween us; and 1l communicated my ſuſpicion to 
duke H „who intended to have expoſtulated 
with her upon the ſubject ; but the got intima- 
tion of his deſign, and fayed him the trouble, by 
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a precipitate retreat. 


After my return from the Bath, where Mr. s. 
and I had lived happily, until we were interrupted 
by the arrival of my hufband, his lordſhip expreſſed 
an inclination to be my bedfellow again. In this 

articular I defired to be excuſed. I would not 
e the firſt to propoſe the ſeparation, which, 
thoagh uſual in other countries, 1s contrary tothe 
cuſtom of England, being uowilling to furniſh 
the leaſt handle for ceniure, as my character was 


ſtill unblemiſhed; yet, when the propoſal came 


from him, I thought myſel! entitled to refuſe a re- 
union, to which I accordingly objected. | 

1 his oppoſition produced a quarrel, which ro 
to a ſtate of perpetual animoſity ; to that we be- 
gan to talk of -parting. My lord reliſhed the ex- 
pedient, agreeing to add three hundred pounds a 
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year to my pin-money, which (by the bye) was 
never paid; and I renounced all ſtate and gran- 
deur, to live in a ſmall houſe that | hired at Cate 
horton, where | palled my time for two months 
in the moſt agreeable retirement, with my dear 
lover. At length 1 was diſturbed by the intru- 
ſion of my lord, who moleſted me with viſits 
and ſolicitations to return, pretending that he 
had changed his mind, and inſiſting upon my 
compliance with his deſire. | 

1 exkauſted my invention in endeavours to 
evade his requeſt; but he perſecuted me without 
ceaſing : ſo that I was fain to capitulate, on con- 
dition that he ſhould immediately ſet out for 


France; and that he ſhould not preſume to ap- 


proach my bed till our arrival at Calais. We ac- 
cordingly departed for that kingdom; and, far 
from infringing the leaſt article of our treaty, his 
lordſhip did not infiſt upon his privilege, before 
we reached the capital of France. | 

Mean while, 1 began to feel the effect of my 
paſſion in a very intereſting manner, and com- 
municated my diſcovery to the dear author of it, 
who would not leave me in ſuch an aſfecting ſit u- 
ation, but took the firſt opportunity of following 
us to France. 

In our road to Paris, we ſtopp'd to viſit Chan- 
tilly, a magnificent Chateau belonging to the 
prince of Conde, and there met by accident with 
ſome Engliſh noblemen, to whom | was known. 
The prince and his ſiſters invited me very politely 
into the gallery where they fat. 
mented me on my perſon, and feemed to admire 
my dreſs, which was altogether new to them, 
beiog a blue Engilſh riding-habit trimmed with 
gold, and an hat with a feather. They were 


particularly well pleaſed with my hair, which 


hung down to my waiſt, and preſſed me to ſtay 
a fortnight at their houſe ; an invitation which [ 
was very much mortified at being obliged t9 re- 
tuſe, becauſe my Jord did not underſtand the 
French language. 1 was inchanted with the 
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place and the company, the women being ary. 
able and the men polite; nor were they ſtrangers 
to my name and ſtory; for Mr. 8 — calling at 
the ſame place a re- days after, they rallied him 
on my account. 

When we.arrived at Paris, the firſt thing I did 
bas to metamorphoſe myſelf into a French woman, 
T cut off my hair, hid a very good complexion of 
my own. with rouge, reconciled myſelf to powder, 
which I had never uſed before, put on a robe 
with a large hoop, and went to the Thuillerics, 
full of ſpirits and joy; for at that time every 
thing conſpired to make me happy; I had health, 
youth and beauty, love, vanity. and aflluence, 
and found myſelf ſurrounded with diverfions, 
which were gay, new and agreeable. My appcar- 
ance drew upon me the eyes of the whole con. 
pany, who confidered me as a ſtranger, but not a 
foreigner, io completely was I equipped. in the 
faſhion of the French; and when they underſtood 
who I was, they applauded my perſon with th: 
molt laviſh encomiums according to their known 
politeneſs. 7 

After having made a circuit round all the pub- 
lic places of entertainment in Paris, I was intro- 
duced into company, by an Englith family refid- 
ing in that city; and, among others, became ac- 
quainted with a French lady, whoſe charms were 
remarkably attractive. The duke of K— was her 
admirer; but ſhe lived in reputation with her 
mother and an agreeable ſiſter, whoſe lover was 
the prince of C 


With this charming woman, whoſe name was 
Madam De la T—-, I often made parties of 
pleaſure. The duke, Mr. S , ſhe and 1, uſed 
to meet in the Bois de Boulogne, which is a plea- 
fant wood at a ſmall diftance from Paris, whither 
the company repairs, in the ſummer-ſeaſon, for 
the benefit of the air; and after having amuſed 
ourſelves among the groves, embarked in his 


grace's equipage, which was extremely elegant, 


(for almoſt every lady in 
France has her aimant.) 
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being a calaſh drawn by fix fine Jong-tailed greys, 
adorned with ribbons in the French taſte; and 
thus we were conducted to a little enchanted, or 
at leaſt enchanting palace, poſſeſſed by the duke, 
at one end of the town. 


the door opened into the garden, laid out in a era- 
dle walk, and intervening parterres of roſes and 
other flowers. Above ſtairs my female compa- 
nion lodged, in a chamher fur niſhed with chintz. 
We upped all together in the ſaloon, which, 
though ſmall, was perfectly elegant. The com- 
pany. was always good humouted, the converſa- 
tion ſprightly and j vous, and the ſcene, though 
often repeated, ſtill delightful and entertaining. 
At other. times, Mr. S — and l uſcd to paſs 
our evenings at the palace of che prince of C , 
which his highnets lent us for our accommoda- 
tion. The apartmeats opened into the gardens 


ef the Luxembourg, and were, in point of mog- 


nificence, ſuitable to the owner... 'Phither lud 
to repair in a flaming equipage, on pretence of 
viſiting, and ſpent the beſt part of the night with 


him, who was dearer to me than all the princes in 


the world. 
While | was happily engaged in theſe raviſhing 


parties, my little lord was employed in efforts to 


recover his health by reſtoratives, and I know not 
what; for he.ſtill lamented the enfeebling effects 
of his paſſhvn,, and complained that he loved me 


more like an angel than a woman, though he ſtrove - 


o govern his affection according to the doctrines 
of the-chriſtian religion, as he regulated his life 
dy the maxims of Charles the Twelfth of Swe- 


len. The meaning of this declaration I could 


ever learn; and indeed, | have been often 
empted to believe he had no meaning at all. 
Be that as it will, I found my ſize viſibly in- 


Vol. II. | Ex: 


The lower apartment, . 
appropriated to me, was furniſhed with yellow and. 
liver, the bed ſurrounded with locking glaſſes, and 


reaſing, and my fituation extremely uneaſy, on 


. 


2422 THE ADVENTURES OF 


account of the perpetual wrangling which prevail- 
ed betwixt us, in conſequence of his deſiring to 
ſleep with me again, after we had parted beds for 
the ſecond time: and, that I might be no longer 
Expoſed to ſuch diſagreeable perſecution, 1 reſolved 
to leave him, though at the hazard of my life. 
Thus determined, I went to the Britiſh embaſ— 


ſador in a hackney-coach ; and, in order to dif- 


guiſe my youth, which might have prepoſſeſſed 
him againſt my judgment, muffled myſelf up in 
a black hood, which (as he ſaid) inſtead of lend- 
ing an air of gravity to my countenance, added 
a wildneſs to my looks, which was far from 
being diſagreeable. He had been a gallant man 
in his youth, and even then, though well ſtricken 
in years, was not inſenſible to the power of beau- 
ty. This diſpoſition, perhaps, rendered him 
more favourable to my cauſe, though he at firſt 
adviſed me to return to my huſband ; but finding 
rae obſtinate, he undertook to ſerve me in my 
own way, and procure a protection trom the 
French king, by virtue of which, I could live 
at Paris unmoleſted by my lord. Neverthelcts, 
he adviſed me (if I was determined to leave him) 
to make the beſt of my way to England, and ſue 
for a divorce. 

I reliſhed his opinion, and concealed myſelf 


about three days in Paris, during which 1 borrow-P 


ed ſome linen; for, as it was impoilible to cen- 
vey any thing out of my own houſe without ſuſ— 
Picion, I had neither cloaths for my accommoda- 
tion, nor a ſervant to wait on me. 

In this ſolitary condition I took the road to 
Flanders, after J had put my lord upon a wrong 
ſcent, by writing a letter to him, dated at Calais, 
and travelled through an unknown country, with- 
out any other attendant than the poſtillion, being 
ſubjected to this convenience by the Jaws of 
France, which are ſo ſevere in ſome particulars, 
that if any perſon had been apprehended with 
me, he would have ſuſfcred death, for going oi 
with a man's wiſe; though any man might go 
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to bed with the ſame woman, without fear of 
incurring any leg gal puniſhment. 

I proceeded night and day without intermiſſion, 
that | might the Horner reach Flanders, where I 


knew I thould be ſafe: and as the nights were 
exceſſi vely cold, I was fain to wrap my clk up in 


flannel, which I bought for the purpoſe, as I had 


no cloaths to keep me warm, and travelled in an 
open chaiſe, While we paſted through dreary 
woods, quite remote from the habitations of men, 
I was not without apprehenſion of being tiripped 
and muithered by the poſtillion; and in all proba» 
bility, owed my ſafety to the indigence of my 
appearance, which might alſo protect me in two 
miſerable places where 1 was obliged to he, before 


'I got out of the territories of France; for as 1 


could not reach the great towns where 1 intended 
to lodge, I was under the neceſſity of putting up 
at little weetched hovels, where no proviſion was 
to be had, but tour brown bread and ſourer cheeſe ; 
and every thing ſeemed to denote the dens of 
deſpair and affaſſination. 

| made ſnift, however, to ſubfſt on this fare, 
uncomtortable as it Was, confided in the mean- 
nets of my equipage for the ſe phy of my perſon ; 
and at length arriving at Brufiels, fixed my quar- 
ters in the Hotel de Flandre (ſo wel known to the 


| Englith fince) where I thought myſelf extremely 


happy in the accompliſhmen, t of my flight. 

L had not been full two days in this place, when 
I was bleſſed with the ſiglit of my lower, who fol- 
lowed me on the wings ot love e, in purſuance of 
the plan we had projected before my departure 
from Paris. Here we concerted meaſures for pro- 
ceeding to England. I hired a tall fine Liegeoiſe 
for a maid ; and ſetting out for — we em- 
barked in a veliicl, in which Mr. $—— h ach be- 
ſpoke our paſlage. Our voyage was 25 ths and 
proſperous, and the time moſt agreeably 1 ſpent in 


the company of my dear partner, who was a moſt 


engaging man in all reſpects, as I dare ſay my 
lady O — has ſince found him. 
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I aſſumed a fictitious name, took private lodg- 
ings in Poland-ſticet, retained lawyers, and com- 
menced a ſuit tor ſeparation againſt my lord, 1 
communicated the reaſons of my elopement to 
my father, who was thocked and ſurpriſed at my 
conduct, which he condemned with expreſſions of 
ſorrow and refentment. But the ſtep was taken; 
nor did I repent of what I had done, except on 
his account. | | 

In the morning after my arrival at London, I 
waited upon the lord chief juſtice, to whom [ 
complained of the uſuage I had received from my 
lord, whoſe temper was teazing, tireſome, and 
intolerably capricious. Indeed, his behaviour was 
a ſtrange compound of madneſs and folly, ſeaſon- 
ed with a ſmall proportion of fenie : no wonder 
then that I, who am hot and haſty, ſhould be 


wretched, under the perſecution of ſuch a perverſe Þ 


humouriſt, who uſed to terrify me, and ſcold at 
me the whole night without intermiſſion, and 
ſhake my pillow from time to time, that | might 
not ſleep, while he tormented me with nis dif- 
agreeable expoſtulatioas. I have been often 
frightened almoſt out of my ſenſes, at feeing him 


convulſed with the moſt unreaſonable paſſion; 


and chagrined to the higheſt degree of diipulit, to 
find (by repeated obſervation) his diſpofition fo 
prepoſterous that his ſatis faction and diipleaſure 
never depended upon the cauſe he had to be ſatis- 
fied or dilobliged ; but, on the contrary, when 
he had moſt rea ſon to be pleaſed, he was always 
moſt diſcontented, and very often in good humour, 
when he had reaſon enough for vexation. 

While I lived in Poland-ſtreet, I was engaged 
with lawyers, and ſo often viſited by my father, 
that [ could not dedicate my whole time, as uſual, 
to my lover; nor was it convenient that he ſhould 
be ſeen in my company; he therefore took a fmall 
houſe at Camberwell, whicher I went as often as 
I had an opportunity; and maintained the core 
reſpondence with ſuch eagerneſs and indultry, 
that although 1 was ſix months gone with child, 
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have often, by myſelf, ſet out for his habitation, 
in a hackney coach, at eleven o'clock at night, 
and returned by ſix in the morning, that I might 
be in my own bed when my father came to ſee 
me; for I concealed my amour, as well as the 
elle cts of it, from his knowledge, and frequently 
took water from the Bridge, that my motions 
might not be dijcovered. Nothing but the moſt 
paſhonate love could have ſupported my ſpirits 
under ſuch viciſhrudes of fatigue, or enabled my 
admirer to ſpend whole days by himſelf, in ſuch 
a ſolitary retirement. 

By this time, my lord was arrived in England, 
and employed in diſcovering the place of my re— 
treat; ſo that I lived in continual alarm, and 
provided myſelf with a ſpeaking trumpet, which 
ſtood by my bed-fide, to be uſed in calling for 
aſliſtance, in caſe my purſuer ſhould make an 
attack upon my lodgings. | 

This ſituation being extremely uncomfortable, 
I had no ſooner began my. proceſs againſt him, 
than I put myſelf intirely under the protection of 
Mr. S——, who conducted me to the houſe of a 
ſriend of his who lived in the country, where I 
was ſecure from the attempts of my huſband, 

The world had now given me up, and I had 
renounced the world with the moſt perfect reſig- 
nation, I wcighed in my own breaſt what 1 ſhould 


loſe in point of character, with what I ſuffered in 


my peace at home, and found that my reputation 
was not to be preſerved, except at the expence of 
my quiet (for his lordſhip was not diſpoſed to 
make me eaiy, had I been ever ſo diſcreet). I 
therefore determined to give up a few ceremomal 
viſits, and empty profcflions, tor the more ſub» 
ſtantial enzoyments of life 

We paſled our time very agreeably, in various 
amuſements, with this friend of Mr. 8 „ until 
the term of my reckoning was almoſt expired, 
then returned to London, and took lodgings in 
Southampton-ſtreet, where I began to make pre- 
parations for the approaching a Kere I 
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propoſed to live with the utmoſt circumſpection. 
diſguiſed my name, ſaw nobody but my lawyer 
and Jover, and never approached the window, 
left T ſhould be diſcovered by accident. 


maid, whom I had ſent for ſome of my cloaths, 
was dogged in her return, and next morning my 
lord took my lodgings by ſtorm. Had he given 
the aflault in his own perſon only, I make no 
doubt but he would have ſuftered a repulſe, 
from the oppoſition of the Liegeniſe, who made 
all the aſſiſtance in her power, but was obliged 
to give way to ſuperior number. 

L was at that time a-bed, and heating an un— 
uſual noiſe below, rung my beil, in order to 
know the cauſe of ſuck diſturbance. 1 drew my 
curtain at the ſame time, and who ſhould I tee 
entering my chamber but his lordſhip, attended 
by a conſlable, and the footman who had di- 
covered my retreat. 

Such an unexpected viſit could not fail to af- 
fe me with ſurpriſe and conſternation: however, 
I ſummoned all my fortitude to my aid, and per- 
ceiving the fellows were about to open my win- 
dow-ſhutters, deſired their principal to order them 
down ftairs. He readily complied with my requett, 
and fitting down by my bcd-iide, told me with 
an air of triumph, that he had found me at laſt; 
and 1 frankly owned, that I was heartily forry for 
his ſucceſs. Inſtead of upbraiding me with my 
eſcape, he proceeded to entertain me with all the 
news in town, and gave mea minute detail of every 
thing which had happened to him fince our part- 
ing; among other articles of intelligence, giving 
me to underſtand, that he had challenged Mr. 
S-—, who refuſed to fight hin, and was in dif- 
grace with the prince of W on that aecount. 

But here his lordſhip did not ſtrictly adhere to 
the naked truth : he had indeed, before our de- 


inſiſted upon having ſatisfaction in Hyde-park, 
two days from the date of his demand, and at 


Notwithſtanding theſe precautions, my French | 


parture from the country, gone to my lover, and | 
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, believing 
him in earneſt, accepted the invitation ; though 


|; he obſerved, that theſe affairs could not be dif- 


cuſſed too ſoon, and wiſhed the time of meeting 
might be at an earlier hour. But his lordſhip 
did not chuſe to alter the circumſtances of hö 


firſt propofal ; and when he went away, ſaid he 


ſhould expect him at the appointed time and 
place, if it did not rain. 

His antagoniſt gave me an account of the con- 
verſation, when I aſſured him the whole buſineſs 
would end in ſmoke. Accordinely, my lord ſent 
him a letter on Monday, deſtring that the aſſig- 
nation might be deferred till Thurſday, that he 
might have time to ſettle his affairs, and pay S— 
an hundred pounds, which he had formerly bor- 
rowed of him. When Thurſday came, he was 
favoured with another epiſtle, importing, that 
the challenger had changed his mind, and would 
ſcek ſatisfaction at law. Thus ended that heroic 
exploit, which his lordſhip now boaſted of with 
ſuch arrogant miſrepreſentation. 

Whilſt he regaled me with theſe intereſting par- 
ticulars, I was contriving a ſcheme to fruſtrate 
the diſcovery he had made : ſo that I dil not con- 
tradict his aſſertions, but told him, that if he 
would go down ſtairs, I would riſe and come to 
breakfaſt. He conſented to this propoſal with 
great chearfulneſs; and I own, I was not a little 
jurpriſed to find him, at chis firſt interview, in 
as good a humour, as if nothing had happened to 
interrupt the felicity of our matrimonial union. 

It coſt me ſome invention to conceal my con- 
dition from his notice, being now within a week 
of the expected criſis : but I knew I had to do 
with a man of no great penetration, and ſue— 
ceeded in my attempt accordingly. We break- 
faſted with great harmony, and I invited him to 
dinner, after having prevailed upon him to ſend 
away his myrmidons, whom, nevertheleſs, he 
ordered to return at eleven o'clock at night. 
We converied . with great gajety and 
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mirth. When | rallied him for viſiting me in 
ſuch a diſliabille, he ſtood a tiptoe to vicw him- 
ſelf in the glaſs; and owned I was in the right, 
Jaid he would go and dreſs himſelf before dinner. 
He accordingly went away, charging my maid 
to give him entrance at his return ; and he was 
nd ſooner gone than I wrote to Mr. S—- , giv- 
ing him an account of what had happened. Then, 
without having determined upon any certain 
plan, I huddled on my cloaths, muffled myſelf up, 
and calling a chair, went to the next tavern, 
where I ſtayed no longer than was ſufficient to 
change my vehicle; and, to the aſtoniſhment of 
the drawers, who could not conceive the mean- 
ing of my perturbation, proceeded to a ſhop in 
the nc:ghbourhood, where I diſmiſſed my ſecond 
chair, and procured an hackney coach, in which 
I repaired to the lodgings of my lawyer, whom ! 
could truſt. Having made him acquainted with 
the circumſtances of my diſtreſs, and conſulted 
him about a proper place of retreat, after ſome 
recollection he directed me to a little houſe in a 
court, to which, by the aſſiſtance of my lover, 
my woman and cloaths were ſafely conveyed that 
Tame evening. | | 

My lord, however, came to dinner, according 
to invitation, and did not ſeem at all alarmed 
when my maid told him I was gone, but ſtepped 
to my lawyer, to know if he thought 1 ſhould re- 


and adviſing his lordſhip to go back in the mean 
time, and eat the dinner I had provided, be very 
deliberately took his advice, made a very hearty 
meal, drank his bottle of wine, and as | did not 
return according to his expectation, withdrew, 
zn order to conſult his aſſociates. 

This motion of his furniſhed my woman with 
an opportunity of making her retreat, and when 
he returned at night, the coaſt was clear, and he 
found no body in the houſe but a porter, who 
had been left to take care of the furniture. He 
was ſo enraged at this diſappointment, that he, 


turn. Upon his anſwering in the affirmative, . | 


r 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 249 


made a furious noiſe, which raiſed the whole 
neighbourhood, . reinforced his crew with the au- 
thority of a juſtice of the peace, tarried in the 
ſtreet till three o'clock in the morning, diſcharg- 
ed a lodging he had hired at a barber's ſhop, op- 
polite to the houſe from which I had eſcaped, 
and retired with the comfortable reflection df 


having done every thing which man could do to 
| retrieve me. 


The hurry of ſpirits, and ſurpriſe I had un- 


dergone in effecting this retreat, produced ſuch a 


diſorder in my conſtitution, that I began to fear 
I ſhould be delivered before l could be provided 
with neceſſaries for the occaſion. I ſigniſied my 
apprehenſion to Mr. 8 „ who, with infinite 
care and concern, endeavoured to find a' more 
convenient place; and, after all his enquiries, 
was obliged to fix upon a paltry apartment in the 
city, tho' his tenderneſs was extremely ſhocked 
at the neceſſity of chooſing it. 
was no remedy, nor time to be loſt: to this mi- 
ſerable habitation 1 was carried in a hackney 
coach; and tho, extiemely ill, bore my fate 
with ſpirit and reſignation, in teſtimony of my 
ſincere and indelible attachment to my lover, for 
whoſe eaſe and pleaſure 1 could have ſuſſered every 
inconvenience, and even ſacrificed my life. | 

Immediately after I had taken poſſcſhon of my 
wretched apartment, I was conſtrained by my in- 
diſpolition to go to bed, and fend for neceflary 
help; and in a few hours a living pledge of my 
love and indiſcretion ſaw the light, tho' the ter- 
rors and fatigue [ had undergone had aſfected this 
little innocent fo ſeverely, that it ſcarce diſcovers 
ed any viſible figns of life. 

My grief at this misfortune was inexpreſſible: 
I forth with diſpatched a meſllage to the dear, the 
anxious father, who flew to my arms, and thared 
my ſorrow, with all the gentlen<is of love and 
parental fondneſs; yet our fears were (for that 


time) happily diſappointed by the recovery of our 


infant daughter, to the 


who was committed 
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charge of a nurſe in the neighbourhood ; fo that 


her health Thus 1 continued a whole fortnight 
bleſſed with the converſation and tendcr offices ] 


in a ſtate of happineſ. and tranquillity, being 


of my admirer, whoſe love and attention I whol- 
Iy engroſſed. In a word, he gave up all buſinets 
and amuſement, and concentered all his care and 
aſſiduity in miniſtring to my cafe and ſatis faction. 


And ſure I had no cauſe to regret what I had ſuf- 


fered on his account. 

But this my agreeable ſituation was one day 
diſturbed by a moſt alarming accident, by which 
my life was drawn into imminent danger. The 
room under my bed-chamber took fire; I imme- 
diately ſmelled it, and ſaw the people about me 
in the utmoſt perplexity and conſternation, tho' 
they would not own the true cauſe of their con- 
fuſion, leſt my health ſhould fuffer in the fright. 
Nevertheleſs I was ſo calm in my enquiries, that 
they ventured to tell me my ſuſpicion was but too 
juſt : upon which J gave ſuch directions as I 
thought would ſecure me from catching cold, in 
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caſe there ſhould be a neceſſity for removing me; I 


but the fire being happily extinguiſhed, Leſcaped 


that ceremony, which might have coſt me my | 


life. Indeed it was ſurpriiing, that the agitation 


of my ſpirits did not produce tome jatal effect upon | 


my conſtitution; and I looked upon my deliver- 
ance as the protection of a particular providence, 

Though Il eſcaped the hazard of a ſudden remo- 
val, 1 found it was high time to change my lodg- 
ings, becauſe the neighbours ruſhing into the 
houſe, upon the alarm of fire, had diſcovered 
my fifuation, though they were ignorant of 
my name; and 1 did not think myſelf ſafe in 
being the ſubject of their conjectures. Mr. 8— 
therefore procured another apartment, with bet- 
ter accommodation, to which I was carried, as 
ſoon as my health would admit of my removal ; 
and ſoon after my lord wrote to me by the hands 

of my lawyer, carneſtly intreativg we to drop 
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is ſaid to have detected ſeveral ladics and young 


executed accordingly, this worthy knight adver- 
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my proſecution, and come home. But I would 
not comply with his requeſt; and nothing was 
farther from my intention than the deſire of fe— 
ceiving any favours at his hands, | 

Thus repulſed, he tet on foot a moſt accurate 


girls, who had reaſons for keeping themſelves 


vere'y handled for his impertinent curioſity Be- 
ing unſucceſsfu] in all his attempts, he evicred 
into a treatv with one Sir R— H-, a perion of 
a very indifferent character, who undertook to fur- 
niſh im with an infallible expedient to diſcover 
the place of my abode, if he would gratify him 
with a bond for a thouſand pounds; which being 


tiſed me and my maid in the public papers, offer- 
ing one hundred pounds as a reward to any perſon 
who ſhould diſcloſe the place of our retirement. 
As ſoon as the paper fell into my hands, I was 
again involved in perplexity ; and being afraid of 
ſtaying in town, reſolved, with the concurrence 
of my lover, to accept of an invitation I had re- 
ceived from the duke of K—, who had by this 
time arrived in England, with that lady whom 
I have already menrioned, as one of our parties 
at Paris. Having viſited my little infant, I next 
day ſet out for the duke's country-ſeat, which is 
a moſt elegant chateau, and ſtands in a charming 
ſituation ; Mr. S— followed in a few days; we 
met with a y_ cordial reception ; his grace was 
civil and good-natured, lived nobly, and loved 
pleaſure; Madam la T— was formed to pleaſe :- 
there was always a great deal of good company 
in the houſe; ſo that we paſſed our time agree- 
ably in playing at billiards and cards, bunting, 
walking, reading and converſation. 
But my terms of happineſs were generally of 
Mort duration. In the midſt of this felicity I 
was overtaken by a moſt ſevere aſſſiction, in the 
death of my dear hapleſs infant, who had in- 
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groſſed a greater ſhare of my tenderneſs, than per- 
haps I even ſhould have paid to the offspring of a 
legitimate contract, becauſe the circumſtance of 
her birth would have been an inſurmountable 
misfortune to her thro' the whole courſe of her 
life, and rendered her abiovlutely dependent on 
my love and protection. 

While I ſtill lamented the untimely fate of this 
fair bloſſom, lord came down, and demanded 
me gas his wife; bur the ſuit which 1 then main- 
rained againſt him deprived him, for the pretent, 
of an huſband's right; and therefore the duke 
would not deliver me into his hands. 

In ix months he repeated his viſit and demand; 
and an agreement was patched up, in con{cquence 
of which I confented to live in the ſame houte with 
him, on condition that he ſhould never defire to 
fieep with me, or take any other meaſure to diſ- 
tub my peace; otherwiſe I ſhould be at liberty 
to leave him again, and int tled to the proviſion 
cf a ſcparate maintenance, To theſe articles ! 
aſlented, by the advice of my lawyers, with a view 
of obtaining the payment of my ,pin-money, 
which I had never rcccived fince our parting, but 
ſubſiſted on the fale of my jewels, which were very 
coniiderable, and had been preſented to me with 
full power of alienation. As to my lover, he had 
no fortune to ſupport me; and for that reaſon i was 
ſerupulouſly cautious of augmenting his expence. 

Ve had now enjoyed cach other's company 
for thres years, during which our mutual pathon 
had ſuffercd no abatement, nor had my happi- 
neſs been mixed with any conſiderable alloy, ex- 
cept that late ſtroke of providence which I have 
already mentioned, and the reflection of the ſor- 
row that my conduct had ivtailed upon my dear 
father, whom IJ loved beyond expreſſion, and 
whom nothing could have compelled me to diſ- 
oblige but a more powerful flame, that prevailed 


over every other confideration. As] was now for- 


ccd to break off this inchanting corretpondence, 
It is not to be doubted that our paiting coſt us the 


TY 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 253 


| moſt acute ſenſations of grief and diſappointment. 
However there was no remedy: I tore myſelf 
from his arms, took my leave of the family, after 


having acknowledged my obligations to the duke, 
and ſet out for the place of rendezvous, where | 
was met by my lord, attended by a lteward whom 
he had lately engaged, and who was one chief 
cauſe of our future icparaticns. My lord having 
quitted his houſe in town, conducted me to his 
lodgings in Pall Mall, and infiſted upon fleeping 
with me the firſt night; but I refuſed to gratify 
his deſire, on the authority of our agreement. 

This diſpute produced a quarrel, in conſe— 
quence of which attempted. to leave the houſe. 
He endeavouring to prevent my retreat, I fairly 
locked him in, ran down ſtairs, and calling a 
hackney coach, made the beſt of my way into 
the city, to my father's lodgings, where | lay, 
the family being in town, though he himiclf was 
in the country. I wrote to him immediately, and 
when he came to London, declared my intention 
of ſeparating from my lord, in which, ſeeing 
me obliinate and determined, he at length acs 
quietced, aud a formal ieparation accordingly en- 
jucd, which at that time I thought binding and 
immutable, 

[ was now ſheltered under the wings of an in- 
dulgent father, who had taken me into favour 
again, on the ſuppoſition that my commerce 
with Mr. $— was abſolutely at an end. Never— 
theleſs, tho' we had ſeparated in all appearance, 
for ever, we had previoutly agreed to maintain 
our correſpondence in private interviews, which 
ſhould eſcape the notice of the world, with which 
1 was again obliged to keep tome meaſures. 

Our parting at the duke of K—'s houſe in the 
country was attended with all the genuine marks 
of fincere and reciprocal affection, and I lived in 
the ſweet hope of ſecing him again, in all the 
tranſport of his former paſſion, when my lawyer, 
who received my letters, brought me a billet one 
night, juſt as I had gouc to bed, Sccing the ſu- 
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perſcription of S—'s hand-writing, I opened it 
with all the impatience of an ab'ent lover; but 
how thail 1 deſcribe thc aſtoniſhment and con— 
ſternation with which 1 was ſeized, when | pe- 
ruſed the contents! Inſtead of the moſt tender 
vows and proteſtations, this fatal epiſtle began Þ v1 
with, Madam, the beſt thing you can do is to return nit) 
to your father ; or ſome cold and killing expreſ- wol 
ſon, to that effect. cd, 
Heaven and earth! what did 1 feel at this dire J mo 
conjuncture! The light forſook my eyes, a cold | BE 
ſweat bedewed my limbs, and I was overwhelmed | 
with ſuch a torrent of ſorrow and ſurprize, that 1e 
every body preſent believed I would have died ha 
under the violent agitation. They endeavonr- 0. 
ed to ſupport my ſpirits with repeated draughts | 0 
of ſtrong liquor, which had no ſenſible effect up- 
on my conſtitution, tho' for eight whole years I NI 
had drank nothing ſtronger than water; and I ſt 
mult have infallibly pertthed in the firit exſtaſy of tl 
my grief, had it not made its way in a fit of tears 0 
and exclamation, in which I continued all night, = 
to the amazement of the family, whom my con- * 
dition had alarmed, and raiſed from their repoſe, 

My father was the only perſon who gueſſed the I 
cauſe of my affliction ; he ſaid he was ſure I had 
received ſome ill uſage in a letter or meſſage from 
that raſcal $— (io he termed him in the bitterneſs } 
of paſſion). 
At mention of that name my agony redoubled 

to ſuch a degree, that all who were preſent wept 

at ſight of my deplorable condition. My poor 
father ſhed a flood of tears, and conjured me to tell 
him the cauſe of my diſquiet : upon which, rather 
than conteſs the truth, IJ amuſed his concern, 
by pretending that my lever was ill. The whole 
family having ſtayed by me till I was a little more 
compoſed, left me to the care of my maid, who 
put me into bed about fix in the morning; but 
I enjoyed no reſt : I revolved every circumſtance 
of my conduct, endeavouring to find out the 
cauſe of this fatal change in S—'s diſpoſition ; 
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and as I could recollect nothing which could 
juſtly give offence, concluded that ſome mali- 
cious perſons had abuſed his ears with ſtories to 
my prejudice. | 

With this conjecture I got up, and ſent my 
lawyer to him with a letter, wherein I inſiſted 
upon ſceing him, that I might have an opportu- 
nity of juſtifying myſelf in perſon; a taſk which 
would be eafily performed, as 1 had never offend- 
cd, but in loving too well. I waited with the 
moſt anxious impatience for the return of my 
meſſenger, who brought me an anſwer couched 
in the coldeſt terms of civility which indifference 
could dictate; acknowledging, however, that he 
had nothing to lay to my charge, but that it was 
for the good of us both we ſhould part.---- He 
ought to have reflected on that before, not after 


I had ſacrificed my all for his love! 1 was well 


nigh diſtracted by this confirmation of his incon- 
ſtancy ; and I wonder to this day how I retained 
the uſe of reaſon, under ſuch circumſtances of hor- 
ror and deſpair ! My grief laid afide all decorum 
and reſtraint ; I told my father that S— was dy- 
ing, and that I would vifit him with all expedition, 

Startled at the propoſal, this careful parent de- 


monſtrated the fatal conſequence of ſuch an un- 


guarded ſtep, reminded me of the difficulty with 
which he had prevailed upon my mother and 
uncle to forgive my former imprudence, obſerv- 
cd that his intention was to carry me into the 
country next day, in order to effect a perfect re- 
conciliation ; but now I was on the brink of for- 
feiting all pretenſions to their regard, by com- 
mitting another fatal error, which could not 
poſſibly be perceived; and that for his part, 


whatever pangs it might coſt him, he was reſolv- 


cd to baniſh me from his fight for ever. 

While he uttered this declaration the tears 
trickled down his cheeks, and he ſeemed over- 
whelmed with the keeneſt ſorrow and mortifica— 
tion; ſo it may be caſily conceived what were 
the impreſſions of my grief, reinforced with the 
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aſſliction of a father whom 1 dearly loved, and 
the conſciouſneſs of being the cauſe of all his 
diſquiet! I was ſtruck dumb with remorſe and 
woe; and when I recovered the uſe of ſpeech, [| 
told him how {enfible I was of his great goodnel; 
and humanity, and owned how little I deſerved 
his favour and aſfection; that the ſenſe of my 
own unworthinets was one cauſe of my preſent 
diſtraction; for ſuch was the condition of my 
fate, that | mult either ſee S— or die. I ſaid, 
though l could not expect his forgiveneſs, I was 
jurcly worthy of his compaſſion; that nothing 
but the moſt irreſiſtible pathon could have miſled 
me at brit from my duty, or tempted me to incur 


the leaſt degree of his diſpleaſure; that the ſame 


fatal influence ſtill prevailed, and would, in all 
probability, continue to the grave, which was 
the only abode in which I hoped for peace. 

While I exprefied myſelf in this manner, my 
dear good father wept with the moſt tender ſym- 
pathy, and ſaying | might do as I pleaſed, for he 
had done with me, quitted the room, leaving me 
to the cruel ſenſations of my own heart, which 
almoſt burſted with anguiſh, upbraiding me with 
a fault which I could not help committing. 

I immediately hired a chariot and fix, and 
would have ſet out by myſelf, had not my father's 
affection, which all my errors could not efface, 
provided an attendant. He ſaw me quite delirious 
and deſperate; and therefore engaged a relation 
of my own to accompany and take care of me in 
this raſh expedition. 

During this journey, which laſted two days, I 
felt no remiſſion of grief and anxicty, but under- 
went the moit intolegable ſorrow and ſuſpence: 
at laſt we arrived at a little houſe cailed the Hut, 
on Saliſbury plain, where, in the moſt frantic 
agitation, | wrote a letter to 8 , deſcribing 
the miſerable condition to which I was reduced 
by his unkindneſs, and defiring to fee him, with 


the moſt earneſt folicitatioas. 


This billet I commuted to the care of my at- 


* 
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tendant, and laid ſtrong injunctions upon him to 
, my injuries were ſo preat, and 
my deſpair ſo violent, that if he did not favour 
me with a viſit, I would go to him, though at 
his ſiſter's houſe, where he then was. 

He received my meſſage with great coldneſs, 
and told my friend, that if I would return to 
London without inſiſting upon the interview [ 
demanded, he would in a little time follow me 
to town, and every thing ſhould be amicably 
adjuſted, but when the meſſenger aſſured him, 
that I was too much tranſported with grief, to 
hear of ſuch a propoſal, he conſented to meet 
me in the middle of Saliſbuty-plain, that we 
might avoid all obſervation : and though I was 
little able to walk, I ſet out on foot for the 
place of aſſignation, my companion following at 
a ſmall diſtance, 

When J ſaw him leading his horſe down the 
hill, 1 collected all my fortitude, and advanced 
to him with all the ſpeed I could exert ; but when 
I made an effort to ſpeak, my tongue denied its 
office; and ſo lively was the expreſhon of un- 
utterable ſorrow in my countenance, that his 
heart (hard as it was) melted at fight of my ſuf- 
ferings, which he well knew proceeded from the 
fincerity of my love. At length | recovered the 
uſe of ſpeech, enough to tell him, that I was 
come to take my leave: and when I would have 
proceeded, my voice failed me again: but, after 
a conſiderable pauſe, I found means, with great 
difficulty, to let him know how ſenſible I was of 
my own incapacity to retrieve his loſt affections; 
but that I was willing (if poſſible) to retain his 
eſteem, of which, could I be aſſured, I would 
endeavour to compoſe myſelf; that I was deter- 
mined to leave the kingdom, becauſe I could not 
bear the fight of thoſe places where we had been 
ſo happy in our mutual love; and that, till my 
departure, I hoped he would vifit me ſometimes, 
that 1 might, by degrees, wean myſelf from his 
company; far I thould not be able to ſurvive the 
ſhock of being deprived of him all at once. 


| 
: 
| 
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This addreſs may ſeem very humble to an 
unconcerned obſerver; but love will tame the 
proudeſt diſpoſition, as plainly appeared in my 
caſe; for I had naturally as much ſpirit, or more, 
than the generality of people have. Mr. 8 — 
was ſo much confounded at the manner of my 
behaviour, thar he ſcarce knew what anſwer to 
make; for (as he afterwards owned) he c- 
pected to hear himſelf upbraided; but he was 
not proof againſt my tenderneſs. After ſome he— 
fitation, he ſaid he never meant to forſake me in- 
tirely, that his affection was (till unimpaired, and 
that he would follow me directly to London. | 
impoſed upon myſelf, and believed what he ſaid, 
becauſe I could not bear to think of parting with 
him for ever, and returned to town in a more 
tranquil ſtate of mind than that in which I had 


Jeft my father, though my heart was far from 


being at eaſe; my fears being ingenious enough 
to foreſee, that I ſhould never be able to over- 
come his indifference. 

Il took lodgings in Mount-ſtreet, and my maid 
having diſpoſed of herſelf in marriage, hired an— 
other, who ſupplied her place verv much to my 
ſatisfaction; ſhe was a good girl, had a particular 


attachment to me, and for many veais, during! 


which ſhe lived in my ſervice, was indcfatigably 
aſſiduous in contributing to my eaſe, or rather, 
in alleviating my affliction: for, though 8 
came up to town according to promiſe, and re- 
newed a ſort of correſpondence with me for the 
ſpace of five months, his complaiſance would ex- 
tend no farther; and he gave me to underſtand, 
that he had determined to go abroad with Mr. 
V „whom he accordingly accompanied in 
his envoying to D n. 

| underſtvod the real cauſe of this expedition, 
which, notwithſtanding his oaths and proteſta- 
tions of unabated love and regard, I conſtrued 
into a palpable mark of diſlike and diſreſpect ; nor 
could the repeated aſſurances l received from him 
in letters, mitigate the anguiſh and mortification 
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I therefore gave up 
ul hopes of recovering the happineſs I had loſt : 

told him on the eve of his departure, that he 
might exerciſe his gallantry a great while, before 
he would mect with n. y te low, in point of fince- 
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hat preyed upon my heart. 


rity and love; for I would rather have been 3 
ſervant in his houſe, with the privilege of ſeeing him, 
thanthequeen of Enolanddevarred of that plsaſure. 

When he took his leave, and went down ſtairs, 
] ſhrunk at every ſtep he made, as if a new wound 
had been inflicted upon me; and when I heard the 
door ſhut behind him, my heart died within me. 
(I had the tatisfaction to hear afterwards, he 
lamented the loſs of me ene and that he 
had never been ſo happ 7 lince.) I fat down to 
write a letter, in which | forgave his Indi ference, 
becauſe I knew the affections are altogether 
1nvoluntary, and wiſhed him ail the happineſs 
he deſerved. I then walked up and down the 
room in the molt reſtlefs anxicty, was put to bed 
by my maid, roſe at ſix, mounted my horſe, and 
rode forty miles, in order to fatigue myſelf, that 
I miglit, next ni ight, enjoy ſore repoſe. This 
exerciſe I daily underwent for months together; 
and when it did not anſwer my purpoſe, a uſed to 

WIK round Hyde-park in the evening, when the 
place was quite ſolitary, and laced by "ny 
other human creature. 

In the conrie of this melancholy perambula- 
tion, I was one day accoſted by a very great 
man, who, after the firſt ſalutation, aiked whe- 
ther or not my intercourſe with 8 was at an 
end; and if 1 had any allowance from my huf- 
band ? To the firſt of "theſe queſtions, I replied 
in the afürmative; and to the. laſt af; that 
my lord did not allow me a great deal; indeed I 
might have truly ſaid nothing at all; but 1 was 
too proud to own my ind; gence, He then ex- 
prefied his wonder, how one like me, who had 
been uſed to ſplendour and ailucnce from my 
cradle, could make ſhift to live in my preſent 


narrow Circumſtances; and when | told him that 


; 3 whe RY ES WE 8 
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he ſeemed to lament my ſituat ion, and very kindly 
invited me to ſup with his wife, at his houſe. | 


accepted the invitation, without any apprehenÞ 
ſion of the conſequence ; and when 1 went to the 

lace, was introduced into an apartment, magni-; 
— lighted up (1 ſuppoſe) for my reception. 


Aiter I had ſtayed alone for tome time in this 
myſterious ſituation, without ſecing a living 
foul, my inviter appearcd, and {aid, he hoped [| 
would not take it amiſs, that he and I were to 
ſup by ourſelves, as he had ſomething to ſay, 
which could not be ſo properly communicated 
before company or ſervants. I then, for the 
firſt time, perceived his drift, to my no ſmall 
ſurpriſe and indignation; aud with evidert marks 
of diſpleaſure told him, 1 was ſure he had no- 
thing to propoſe that would be agrecable to my 
inclination, and that I would immediately leave 
the houſe. Upon which he gave me to under- 
ſtand, that I could not poſſibly retire, becauſe 
he had ſent away my chair, and all his ſervants 
were diſpoſed to obey his orders. 


Incenſed at this declaration, which 1 conſidered} 


as ana inſult, I anſwered with an air of reſolution, 
it was very well: 1 deſpiſed his contrivance, 
and was afraid of nobody. Seeing me thus 
alarmed, he aſſured me I had no reaſon to be 
afraid; that he had loved me long, and could 
find no other opportunity of declaring his paſſion. 
He ſaid, the Q- had told him, that lord 
had renewed his addreſſes to me; and as he un- 
derſtood from my own mouth, my cori eſpon— 
dence with S—— was abſolutely broke off, he 
thought himſelf as well intitled as another to my 


regard. In concluſion, he told me, that I might | 


command his purſe, and that he had power 
enough to bring me into the world again with 
e&clat. To theſe advances I replied, that he was 
very much miſtaken in his opinion of my charac- 
ter, if he imagined I was to be won by any 
temptations of fortune, and very frankly de- 


I could make a very good ſhift, ſo 1 had peace 8 
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elared, that I would rather give myſelf to a foot- 
man, than ſell myſelf to a prince. 


Supper being ſerved, we ſat down together; 
but | would neither cat nor drink any thing, 


except a little bread and water; for | was an odd 
Iwhimfical girl; and it came into my head that 
þ he might, perhaps, have mixed ſomething in the 


victuals or wine, which would alter my way of 
thinking. In ſhort, finding himſelf baſlled in 
all his endeavours, he permitted me about twelve 
occlock to depart in peace, and gave up his ſuit, 
as a deſperate cauſe. 

This uncomfortable life did I lead for a whole 
twelvemonth, without feeling the leaſt abatement 
of my melancholy Finding myſelf worn to a 
keleton, I refumed my former reſolution of try- 
ing to profit by change of place, and actually 
went abroad with no other attendant but my wo- 
man, and the utmoſt indifference for life. My 
intention was to have gone to the ſouth of France, 
where I thought I could have ſubſiſted on the little 
I bad left, which amounted to five hundred pounds, 
until the iſſue of my law- ſuit, by which 1 hoped 


to obtain ſome proviſion from my lord; and, 
without all doubt, my expectation would have 
been anſwered, had I put this my plan in execu- 
tion: but being at Paris, from wheuce I purpo- 


ſed to ſet forward in a few days, | ſent to M. K—, 
who had been formerly intimate with my father, 
an] ſhewn me many civilities during my tir{t 
reſidence in France. | 

This gentleman favoured me with a viſit, and 
when 1 made him acquainted with my ſcheme, 
diſſuaded me from it, as an uncomfortable deter- 
mination. He adviſed me to ſtay at Paris, where, 
with good ceconomy, I could live as cheap as in 


any other place, and eajoy the converſation and 


countenance of my friends, among which number 
he declared himſelf one of the molt faithful. He 
aTared me, that I ſhould be always welcome to 
his table, and want for nothing. He promiſed to 
recommend me as a lodger to a friend of his, with 
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whom I wouldlive in 2 frugal and decent manner; 
and obſerved that, as the woman was well known 
and eſteemed by all the Englith company in Paris, 
it would be the moſt reputable ſtep I could take 
(conſidering my youth and fituation), to lodge 
with a creditable perſon, who could anſwer for 
my conduct. Thus perſuaded, I very ſimply 
followed his advice; I ſay imply, becauſe, not. 
__ withſtanding his repreſentations, I ſoon found my 
money melt away, without any proſpect of a 
freſh ſupply. In lieu of this, however, I paſſed 
my time very agreeably in ſeveral Englith, and 
tome French families, where, in a little time, 
I became quite intimate, ſaw a great deal of 
company, and was treated with the utmoſt po- 
liteneſs and regard; yet, in the midſt of theſe 
pleaſures, many a melancholy figh would rite at 
the remembrance of my beloved 5 , whom 
for ſeveral years I couid not recollect without 
emotion; but time, company, amuſements, and 
change of place, in a great meaſure diſſipated 
theſe ideas, and enabled me to bear my fate. with 
patience and reſignation. 

On my laſt arrival at Paris, I was ſurrounded 
by a crowd of profeſſed admirers, who ſighed and 
flattered in the uſual forms; but, beſides that my 
Eeart was not yet in a condition to contract new 
engagements, I was prepolleiled againſt them all, 
by ſuppoling that they preſumed upon the know- 
ledge of my indiſcretion with 5 ; and there- 
fore rejected their addrefies with deteſtation and 
diſdain : for, as 1 have already obſerved, I was 
not to be won, but by the appearance of eſteem 
and the moſt reſpectful carriage; and though, 
by a falſe ſtep, I had, in my own opinion, for- 
feited my title to the one, I was reiolved to dif- 
courage the advances of any man who ſecmed 
deficient in the other. 

In this manner, my lovers were, one by one, 
repulicd, almoſt as ſoon as they preſented them- 
felves, and I preſerved the independence of my 
heart, until I becaine acquaintcd with a certain 
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peer, whom I often ſaw at the houſe of Mrs. 
P——, an Enghth lady then reſident at Paris. 
This young nobleman profeſſed himſelf deeply 
enamoured of me, in a ſtile ſo different from that 
of my other admirers, that I heard his proteſta- 
tions without diſp aſt; and tho” my 1nchuations 
were ſtill free, could not find in my heart to dif- 
countenance his addreſies, which were preferred 
with the moſt engaging modeſty, difintereſted- 
nefs and reſpect. 

By theſe never-failing arts, he gradually con- 
quered my indifference, and gained the prefer- 
ence in my eſteem from lord Cy and the prince 
of C-—, who were at that time his 1 


nt what contributed (more than any conſider- 


ation) to his ſucceſs, was his declaring openly, 
that he would marry me without heſitation, as 
foon a> I could obtain a divorce from my preſent 
huiband, which, in all probability, might have 
been eaſily procured ; for before 1 left England, 
lord had offered me five thouſand pounds, 
if I would conſent to ſuch a mutual releate, that 
he might be at liberty to eſpouſe one Miſs W— 
of Kent, to whom he then. made oye upon ho- 
nourable terms: but I was fool enough to refuſe 
his propoſal, by the advice of 8 : and whe- 
ther or not his lordſhip finding it impracticable to 
wed his new miitreſs, began to make love upon 
another footing, I know not; but certain it is, 
the mother forbad him the houſe, a circumſtance 


which he took fo heinoully ill, that he appealed 


to the worid in a public advertiſement begin- 
ning with, JJ hereas, for ſome e have paſ- 
ſionatesy low cd Mys W, and upon - not come 
plying with the mother's propoſals, they have turned 
me out of doors ; this is to juſtify, &c. 

This declaraticn, ſigned with his name, was 
actually printed in a number of detached adver- 
tiſements, which he ordered to be diſtributed to 
the public; and afterwards, being convinced bY 
ſome of his friends, that he had done a very filly 
thipg, ke recalled them at half a guinea a-Ppicce, 


with lord B 
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A copy of one of them was ſent to me at Paris; 
and | believe my father has now one of the ori. 
ginals in his poſſeſſion. After this wife vindica- 
tion of his conduct, he made an attempt to carry 
off the lady fiom church, by force of arms; but 
the was reſcucd by the neighbours, headed by her 
brother, who being an attorney, had like to have 
made his lordſhip tmart ſeverely for this exploit. 
Mean while, my. new admirer had made ſome 
progreſs in my heart; and my finances being ex- 
hauſted, 1 was reduced to the alternative of re- 
turning to lord -—— again, or accepting earl 
B 's love. When my. affairs were brought 
to that iſſue, I made no heſitation in my choice, 
putting myſelf under the protection of a man of 
honour, whom I eſteemed, rather than ſuffer 
every ſort of mortification, from a perſon who 
was the object of my abhorrence and contempt. 
From a miſtaken pride, I choſe: to live in lord 
B y's houſe, rather than be maintained at his 
Expence in any other place. We ſpent ſeveral 
months agreeably in balls and other diverſions, 
viſited lord B k, who lived at the diſtance of 
a few Jeagues from Paris, and ſtayed ſome days at 
his houſe, where the entertainment was, in all 
reſpects, delightful, elegant, and refined. Their 
habitation was the rendezvous of the beſt com- 
pany in France; and lady B Kk maintained the 
ſame ſuperiority in her own ſex, for which her 
lord is fo juſtly diſtinguiſhed amoug the men. 
About Chriſtmas we fet out for England, ac- 
companied by a little North Briton, who lived 
as his companion, and did not 
at all approve of our correſpondence ; wiether 
out of real friendſhip for his patron, or appre- 
henſion that in time I might ſupercede his own 
influence with my lord, I ſhall not pretend to 
determine. Be that as it will, the froſt was fo 
ſevere, that we were detained ten days at Calais, 
before we could get out of the harbour; and 
during that time, I reflected ſerioufly on what 
my new lover had propoſcd: as he was very 


Paris; 
LC ori. 
ndica- 
carry 
; but 
)y her 
have 
ploit, 
ſome 
ig ex · 
Of re- 
g earl 
ought 
hoice, 
an of 
ſuſfer 
who 
empt. 
lord 
at his 
-veral 
ſions, 
ce of 
1ys at 
n all 
T heir 
com- 
d the 
h her 
n. 
„ de. 
lived 
d not 
ether 
ppre- 
OWN 
1d to 
as ſo 
alais, 
and 
what 
very 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 265 


young, and unacquainted with the world, I 
thought my ſtory might have eſcaped him; and 
therefore determined to give him a faithful detail 
of the whole, that he might not have any thing 
to reproach me with in the ſequel : beſides, I did 
not think it honeſt to engage him to do more to 
me than he might afterwards, perhaps, think ! 
was worth. Accordingly, I communicated to 
him every particular of my life ; and the narra- 
tion, far from altering his ſentiments, rather 
confirmed his good opinion, by exhibiting an un- 
doubted proof of my frankneis and ſincerity, 
In ſhort, he behaved with ſuch generoſity, as 
made an abſolute conqueſt of my heart: but my 
love was of a different kind from that which had 
formerly reigned within my breaſt, being founded 
upon the warmeſt gratitude and eſteem, exclu- 
ſive of any other conſideration, tho' his perton 
was very agreeable, and his addreſs engaging. 
When we arrived in England, I went directly 
to his country-ſcar, about twelve miles from 
London, where he ſoon joiped me, and we 
lived ſome time in perfect retirement, his rela- 
tions being greatly alarmed with the apprehenſion 
that lord — would bring an action againſt him; 
though he himſelf defied nothing more, and 
lived to eaſy under that expectation, that they 
oon laid afide their fears on his account. 
We were viſited by Mr. E B , 2 re- 
lation of my Jord, and one Mr. R of the 
guards, who, with the little Seotchman and my 
lover, made an agreeable ſet, among whom 1 
cujoyed hunting, and all manner of country 
diverſions. As to Mr. H B if ever 
there was a perfection in one man, it centered 
in him; or at leaſt, he, of all the men I ever 
knew, approached neareft to that idea which J 
had conceived of a perfect character., He was 
both good and great, poſſeſſed an uncomman 
genius, and the beſt of hearts. Mr. R— was a 


very ſociable man, had a good perſon and calr:- 
vated underſtanding; and my lord was excef- 
VoL. II. NI | 
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ſively good humoured ; ſo that, with ſuch com 
Panions, no place could he dull or infipid : fo: 
my own part, I conducted the family; and as! 
endeavoured to pleaſe and make every body hap- 
PY, I had the good fortune to ſucceed. Mr. B— 
told me, that before he ſaw me, he heard 1 was 
a fool; but finding (as he was pleaicd to fay) 
that I had been egregiouſly miſrepreſented, he 
courted my friendſhip, and a correſpondence 
commenced between us: indeed, it was impot- 
file for any perſon to know him, without enter- 
taining the utmoſt eſteem and veneration for his 
virtue. 

After I had lived ſome time in this agreeable 
retreat, my huſband began to make a buſtle ; he 
ſent a meſſage, demanding me from lord B ; 
then came in perſon, with his night-cap in his 
pocket, intending to have ſtayed all night, had 
he been aſked, and attended by a relation, whom 
he aſſured that I was very fond of him, and de- 
tained by force from his arms. | 

Finding himfelf diſappointed in his expecta- 
tions, he commenced a law-ſuit againſt lord B—, 
though not for a divorce, as we deſired, but 
with a view to reclaim me as his lawful wife. His 
Jawyers, however, attempted to prove criminal 
converſation, in hopes of extorting money from 
iny lover; but their endeavours were altogether 
fruitleſs; for no ſervant of lord B 's or mine, 
could with juſtice ſay, we were ever ſeen to treſ- 
paſs againſt modeſty and decorum; ſo that the 
plaintiff was nonſuited. 

While this cauſe was depending, all my lo- 
ver's friends expreſſed fear aud concern for the 
iſſue, while he himſelſ behaved with the utmoſt 
reſolution, and gave me ſuch convincing proofs 
of a ſtrong and ſteady affection, as augmented 
my gratitude, 2nd rivetted the ties of my love, 
whichwas unblemiſhed, faithful and ſincere. 

goon after this event, I was ſeized with a vio— 
lent fit of illneſs, in which 1 was viſited by my 
father, and attended by two phylicians, one of 
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wham deſpaired of my life, and took his leave 


accordingly ; but Dr. 8 „ Who was the other, 
perſiſted in his attendance, and in all human 
appearance, ſaved my life; a circumſtance by 
which he acquired a great ſhare of reputation: 
yet, notwithſtanding all his aſliſtance, I was cop 
fined to my bed for ten weeks; during which, 
lord B rief was immoderate, his care and 
generofity unlimited. While 1 lay in this ex- 
tremity, Mr. 8 „penetrated by my melan- 
choly condition, which revived his tendernets, 
begged leave to be admitted to my preſence; and 
lord R would have complicd with his requeſt, 
had I not been judged too weak to bear the flock 
of fuch an interview. My conſtitution, how-— 
ever, agreeably diſap ointed their ſears; and the 
fever had no ſooner et me, than I was removed 
to a hunting ſeat belonging to my lover, from 
whence, after I had recovered my ſtrength, we 
went to B Caſtle, where we kept open houſe : 
and while we remained at this place, lord B 
received a letter from lord „dated in No- 
vember, challenging him to ſingle combat in 
May, upon the frontiers of France and Flanders. 
This dehance was ſent in coniequence of what 
had pa ſled betwixt them long before my indiſpoſi- 
tion, at a meeting in a certain tavern, where they 
quarrelled, and in the fray my lover threw his 
antagoniſt under the table. I counſelled him to 
take no notice of this rhodomontade, which I 
knew was void of all intention of performance; 
and he was wife enough to follow my advice; re- 
ſulved, how er, ſhould the meſſage be repeated, 
to rake the chajlenger at his word. 

Having rended ſome time in this place, we re- 
turned to the other country-houfe which he bad 
left, where lord B— addicted himſelf ſo much 
to hunting, and other male diverſions, that I be- 
gan to think he neglected me, and apprized him 
of my ſuſpicion; aſſuring him at the ſame time, 
that I would leave him as ſoon as my opinion 
ſhould be conſirmed. 
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This declaration had no effect upon his beha- 
vioar, which became fo remarkably cold, that 
even Mr. R—, who lived with us, imagined that 
his affection was palpahly dimin'thed, Waen 
I went to town, I was ufuaky attended by his 
coulin, or this gentleman, or both, but {cldom 
favoured with by is COMPAuy ; : Bay, when I re- 
paired to Bath, for the re eſtabliſhment of my 
health, he permitted me to go alone; ſo that ! 
was quite perſuaded of his indifference ; and ye! 
J was miſtaken in my opinion: but L had keen 
ſpoiſe] by the behaviour of my Ard huſband, and 
M-. S—, who never quitied me tor the fake of any 
ee e and often reliſted the calls of the molt 
urgent buſineſs rather than part from me, tho' but 
for a few hours. I thought every man who loved 
me truly, would act in the We manner; and 
whether J am right or wrong iu my V conject. res, 
I leave wiſer caſuiſts to judge. gf Coven on it 165 
ſuch ſacrifice and devotion is the moſt pleaſiug 
proof of an admirer's pation; and Voyez mot 
plus ſwuvent, ne me donne: 11 in, 18 ons of my 
favourite maxims, A man may give money, be- 
cauſe he is proſuſe; he may be violently fond, 
becauſe he is of a ſanguine conſtitution; but if he 
gi ves me his time, he gives me an unqueſtionable 
pros of of my being in ful! pollitihon of his heart. 

My appearance at Bath, without the comp. NY 
of lord B- 4 .caGoned a general ſurpriſe, 

and encouraged the men to peſter me with ad- 
dreſſes; every new admuer cndeavouring to ad- 
vance his ſuir, by demonſtrating the unkin d and 
diſretpectful behaviour of his lordſhip. Indeed, 
this was the moſt effectual itring they could touch: 
my piide and refentment were alarmed, and I 
was weak enough to liſten to one man, who had 
like to have infionated himſelf into my ſinclina— 
tions. He was tall and large boned, with white 
hair, incliniag to what 1s called ſandy, and had 
the reputation of being handfome, tho' [think he 
ſcalce deſerved that « -pithet. He poſſeſſed a large 
for tune, loved miichicf, and ſtuck at noching for 
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the accompliſhment of his deſigns; one of his 
chief pleaſures, being that of ſctting any two lo- 
vers at variance. He employed his addreſs upon 
me with great afſiduity, and knew ſo well how to 
manage my refentment, that 1 was pleaſed with 
his manner, heard his vows without ditguſt, and, 
in a word, promiſed to deliberate with myſelf 
upon his propoſals, and give him an account of 
my determmation iu writing. 
Thus reſolved, I went to lord Bo; in Wilt- 
ſhire, whither | was ſellowed by this pretender to 
my heart, who vilited us on the footing of an aCc- 
quaintance; but when I reflected on what l had 
done, I condemned my own conduct, as indifſ- 
crect, tho' nothing decifive had paſſed between 
us, and began to hate him in proportion to the 
ſelf-conviction I felt; perceiving that I had in- 
volved mytclf in @ difficulty from which I ſhould 
not be ealily diſengaged. Por the pros how- 
ever, I tound means to poſtpone my declaration; 
he admitted my excuſe, od 1 returned to Lon— 
don with lord B—, who was 2g ain ſummoned to 


the field by his former challenge 


H—&—-n, governor, ae 2 r, and ſteward 
to this little hero, came to lord B— with a verbal 
meſlage, importing, that his lordſhip had chang- 

ed his al nd about golng to Flanders, but expected 
to meet him on ſuch a day and hour, in the bury- 
ing- ground near Red-lion ſquare. Lord B— ac- 
e the challenge, and gave me an account of 
what had pailed ; but he had been anticipated by 
the metienger, who had already tried to alarm my 
fears, from the conſideration of the conſequence, 
that I might rake ſome mcatares to prevent their 
meeting. I perceived his aud told him 
plainly that lord ——— had no intention to 
riſque his perſon, tho' he endeavoured with all 
Bis mig to perſuade me, that his principal was 
deſperate and determined. I knew m V little oy 
band too well, to think he would bring matte 

to any dangerous ive. and was apprehenfive of” 
nothing but foul play, from the vali: Liny of H—n, 
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with which I was equally well acquainted. Tn- Hela 
deed I fizaiftied my doubts on that ſcore to Mr. Hlica 
B „ who would have attended his kinſ- the 
man to the field, had he not thought he might be ven 
liable to cenſure, if any thing ſhould happen to up 
lord B , becauſe he himſelf was heir at law: ! 
for that reaſon, he judiciouſly declined being per- tro 
ſonally concerned; and we pitched upon the earl F re 
of A „his lordfhip's uncle, who willingly un- bei 
dertook the office. to 
At the appointed time they went to the place Þ aft: 
of rendezvous, where they had not waited long Þ (th 
when the challenger appeared, in a new pink ſa- Þ dil 
tia waiſteoat, which he had put on for the oc- dei 
cuſion, with his ſword under his arm, and his] pre 
ſteward by him, leaving, in an hackney-coach, Þ fro 
at fome diſtance, a ſurgeon whom he had pro-] hir 
vided for the care of his perſon, Thus equipped Þ co 
he advanced to his antagoniſt, and deſired him to] pa 
choofe his ground; upon which lord B— told 
him, that if he muſt fall, it was not material] ex 
which grave he ſhould tumble over. fre 
Our little hero finding him ſo jocoſe and de- 
termined, turned to lord A , and deſircd to] ha 
ſpeak with him, that he might diſburden his con- m; 
ſcience before they ſhould begin the work of te! 
death. They accordingly went aſide; and he as 
gave him to underſtand, that his motive for 
fighting, was lord B—'s detaining his wife from 
him, by compulſion. The earl of A— aſſured 
him, he was egregiouſly miſtaken in his conjecs | 
ture; that his nephew uſcd no force or undue in- 
fluence to keep me in his houſe; but it could not 
be expected that he would turn me out of doors. 
This explanation was altogether ſatisfactory to 
lord „who ſaid he was far from being fo un- 
reaſonable as to expect lord B— would commit, de 
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ſuch a breach of hoſpitality; and all he deſired fa 
was, that his wife ſhould be left to her own incli-| T 
nations. Upon theſe articles, peace was conclud- px t 
ed, and they parted without bloodſhed. . At leaſt} e 


theſe are the particulars of the ſtory, as they were b 
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gelated by lord A , with whom I laughed 
hcartily at the adventure, for Incver donhtel tat 
5 he challenger would find me X90 dient ty Pre- 
vent the duel, tho' I wondered he 
up reſolution enough to carry it e 
That he might not, however, give us a1 
trouble, we rctolved to 80 and enjoy ourfcive of 


x © 22 ry. * PII 
ne Huter 


1 


fi . 5 i 4 - 7 1 8 - 
France, whither 1 went by myſelf, in hopes of 


Was oblig it 
to fettle his 
He was ſo much ailected at on baitiiig 

1 


being ioon joined by my lover, who 


© (tho? but for a few weeks) that he- was altnolt 
* diſtracted : and this a Hiction renewed my tens 


derneſs for him, becauſe it was an 
proof of his love. 


u ouhted 
I wrote to bim everv poſt 


from France; and, as I had no tier:eis, defired 
him to take care of aii the letters that ſfhould 
come to his houſe, directed to me, atiter my de- 


' parture from England, 


This was an untortunate office for kim. in the 


execution of which he chanceq to open a letter 


from Sir T— A—, with whom (as JI have alrcady 
obſerved) I had ſome correſpondence at Bath. I 


had, according to my promiſe, given this gentle- 


man a deciſive anſwer, importing, that I was de- 
termined to remain iu my preſent fituation ; but 
as lord B — was ignorant of my ſentiments in 
that particular, and perceived from the letter 
that ſomething extraordinary had paſſed between 
us, and that I was earneſtly ſolicited to leave him, 
he was ſeized with the utmoſt conſternation and 
concern; and having previouſly obtained the 
king's leave to go abroad, ſet out that very night 
for France, leaving his affairs in the greateſt con- 
fuſion. | 

Sic T- A— hearing I was gone, without un- 
derſtanding the cauſe of my departure, took the 
ſame route, and both arrived at Dover next day. 
They heard of each other's motions: each bribed 
the maſter. of a packet-boat to tranſport him with 
Expedition ; but that depending upon the wind, 
both cached Calais at the ſame time, tho' in 
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bre, poſt, with a letter, intreating me to accom- 
any him into Italy, where he would make me 
miſtreſs of his whole fortune. and to fet out di- 
rectly for that country, hat he might not loſe me 
by the arrival of lord B——, promifing to join me 
an the road, if I w ulch conſent to make him 
happy. I ſent his mef Tenger back with an 2 
ſwer, wherein J expreſſed ſurpriſe at his propoſal 
after having ſignified my reſolution to him . 
I left England. He was ſcarce diſmiſſed when TI 
received another letter from lord! B—, beſecching 
mc to meet him at Clermont, Po” the road 
rom Calais; and conjuring me to avoid the hight 
of his rival, ſhould he get the ſtart of him in 
travelling, This, however, was not likely to be 
tne caſe, as lord B rode poſt, and the other was, 
by his corpr lenec, obliged to travel in a chaiſe; 
vet that I might not increaſe his anxiety, ! left 
Paris immeiliately on the receipr of we meſſage, 
and met him at the appointed place, where he 


and aſked if I had ever eacouraged Sir 'I'— A— 
in his addreſſes. I very candidly told him the 
whole tra inſaction, at which he was incenſed; 

but his indignation was ſoon appeafed, when I 
profeſied my penitence, and alſiured lum that 1 
Lac totally rejected his rival. Not that Japprove 
of my behaviour to Sir Tony who (Town) was ill 
uſed in this affair; bur ſurely it was more cxcuſa- 
ble to halt here, than proceed farther in my in- 
difcretion. 

My lover being ſatisfied with my declaration, 
we went together to Paris, being attended by the 
Scotchman whom I have e alrcady mentioned, tho? 

i believe he was not over and above well pleated 
to ſee matters thus amicably compromiſed. The 
furious knight followed us to the capital; inſiſted 
on feeing me in pern; told this North Briton, 
that 1 was actually engaged to him; wrote every 
hour, and railed at my perfidious conduct. I 
took no notice of thetc delirious tranſports, 


different veſſels. Sir 'T— ſent his valet de cham- : 


received me with all the agitation "oh 10 7 td fear, 
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which were alſo diſregarded by lord B—, till one 
night he was exaſperated by the inſinuations of 
Mr. C—, who, I believe, inflamed his jealouſy, 
by hinting a ſuſpicion that I was really in love 
with his rival. What paſſed betwixt them 1 


know not, but he ſent for me from the opera, by 


a phyſician of Paris, who was a fort of go-betwern 
among us all, and who told me, that if I did not 
come home on the inſtant, a duel would be fought: 
on my account. 

1 was very much ſhocked at this in formation; 
but by being uſed to alarms from the behaviour of 
lord ——, I had acquired a pretty good ſhare of 
reſolution, and with great compoſure cntered the 
room where lord B— was, with his companion, 
whom I immediately ordered to withdraw. I 
then gave his lordſhip to underſtand, that I was 
informed of what had paſſed, and thought myſelf. 
ſo much injured by the perſon who had juſt quit- 
ted the apartment, that I would ne longer live 
under the ſame roof with him. 

Lord B— raved like a. bedlamite, taxing me 
with want of candour and affection; but I eafily 
juſtified my own integrity, and gave him ſuch at- 
ſurances of my love that his jealouſy ſubſided, and 
his ſpirits were recompoſed. Nevertheleſs 1 
inſiſting upon his diſmiſling Mr. C-, on pain of 
my leaving the houſe, as I could not help think- 
ing he had uſed his endeavours to prejudice me in 
the opinion of my lord; If his conduct was the 
reſult of friendflup, for his patron. he certainly 
a cted the part of an honeſt and truſty adherent. 
But I could not eaſily forgive him, becauſe a few 
weeks before, be had, by my intereſt, obtained a 
conſiderable addition to his allowance; and even 
after the ſteps he had taken to diſoblige me, I was 
not ſo much his enemy but that I prevailed upon 
lord B— to double his ſalary, that his leaving. 
the family might be no dctriment to. his for- 

tune. 
His Iordſhip having complied. with my de- 
mand, this gentleman, after having ſtayed three 
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days in the houſe to prepare for his departure, 
during which, I would not ſuffer him to be ad- 
mitted into my preſence, made his retreat with a 
fine young girl who was my companion; and [ 
have never ſeen him fince that time. 

Sir T— ſtill continued furious, and would not 
take a demal, except from my own mouth; u pon 
which, with the approbation of lord E-, 1 in- 
dulged him with an interview. Be cnteicd the 
apartment with a ſtern countenance, and told 
me I had uſed him ill. I pleaded guilty to the 
charge, and begged his pardon accordingly. 1 
attempted to reaſun the cafe with him, but he 
would hear no arguments except his own, and 
even tried to intimidate me with threats; which 
provoked me to ſuch a degree, that I defied his 
vengeance. told him that I feared nothing but 
the report my own conſcience; that tho' 1 
had acted « imple part, he durſt not ſay there 
was any thing criminal in my conduct; and 
that from his preſent frantic and unjuſt beha- 
viour, I thought myſelf happy in having eſcaped 
him. He ſwore IJ was the moſt inflexible of all 
creatures, aſked if nothing would move me? 
and when 1 anſwered, « Nothing ;” took his 
leave, and never afterwards perſecuted me with 
his addrefles; tho' | have heard he was vain and 
falſe enough to boaſt of favours ; which, upon my 
Honour, he never received, as he himſelf, at one 
time, owned to doctor Cantwell at Paris. 

While he underwent all this frenzy and Gif. 
traction upon my account, he was loved with 
the ſame violence of paſſion by a certain Scotch 
ady of quality, who, when he followed me to 
France, purſued him thither with the ſame eager- 
"neſs and expedition. Far from being jealous of 
me as a 11val, ſhe uſed to come to my houſe, im- 
plore my good offices with the object of her Jove, 
and Jaying herſelf on the floor at full length, 
before the. fire, weep and cry like a perſon bereft 
of her ſcnſes. She bitterly complained, that he 
Had never obliged her but once; and begged, 
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with the molt earneſt ſupplications, that ! would 
give her an opportunity of ſecing him at my 
houſe. But I thoaght proper to avoid her com- 
pany as foon as I perceived her intention. 

We continued at Paris for ſome time, during 
which I contracted an acquaintance with the lifter 
of madam la'f-—. She was the ſuppoſed miſ- 
treſs of the prince of E, endowed with a 
great ſhare of underſtanding, and loved pleafure 
to excels, tho' the matatained her reputation on 
a reips -Ctable rooting, by living with her huſband 
and mother. "Fhis lady perceiving that I Lad in- 
ſpiced her lover with a paſſion, which 4 me 

uacaliaeſs on her account, actually practifcd all 
her eloc qUEnCE and art, in periuading me to tea 
to his love; for it was a maxim with her, to pleaſe 
him at any rare. | was ſhocked at her indelicate 
complaitance, and rejected the propoſal, as repug- 
nant to my preicat eagagement, Which 1 held as 
ſacred as any nuptial tie, and much more bind- 
ing than a forced or unnatural marriage. 

Up: on our return to England we lived in great 
har nony and peace; and nothing was wanting to 
my happinets, but the one thing to me tac molt 
needful; | mean the inchanting tendern, eis and 
delightful enthuſiaſm of love. Lord B—s heart 
(1 bel ieve) felt the ſoit impreſſions ; and, for my 
own part, I loved him with the moſt fa: ;chful af 
fection. It is not enough to fay I withed him 


well; I had the moſt delicate, the moit genuine 


eſteem for his virtue, I had an intimate regard and 
anxiety for his intereſt ;. and felt for him as if he 
had both my own ſon : but ſtill there was a vas 
cancy in my heart; there was not that fervour, 
that traaiport, that ecſtacy of paſſion which I had 
formerly known ; my hoſom was not filled with 
the little deity ; 1 could not help recalling to my 
remembrance, the fond, the raviining moments I 
had patled with S——. Had I underſtood the 
conditions of lite, thoſe pleaſures were happily 
exchanged for my preſent ſituation, becaute,, if 


I; was now deprived of thoſe rapturous enjoy= 
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ments, I was alſo exempted from the cares and 
anxiety that attended them; but I was generally 
extravagant in my notions of happineſs, and 
therefore conſtrued my preſent tranquillity into 
an inſipid languor and ſtagnation of lite. 
___ WhileI remained in this inactivity of ſenti— 
ment, lord „ having received a very con- 
ſiderable addition to his fortune, ſent a meſſage to 
me, promiſing, that if I would leave lord B 


5 


he would make me a preſent of a houte and 


furnicure, whtre 1 ſhould live at my eaſe, with- 
out being expoſed to his viſits, except when I 
ſhould be diſpoſed to receive them. This pro- 
poſal he made, in conſequence of what 1 had 
always declared, namely, that if he had not re- 
«duced me to the neceſſity of putting myſelf under 
the protection of ſome perſon or other, by de- 
priving me of any other means of ſubſiſtence, I 
ſhould never have given the world the leaſt cauſe 
to ſcandalize my reputation ; and that. I would 
withdraw myſelf from my prefent dependance, 
as ſoon as he ſhould enable me to live by myſelf. 
IJ was therefore reſolved to be as good as my 
word, and accepted his offer, on condition that 
I ſhould be wholly at my own diſpoſal, and that 
he ſhould never enter my door but as a vilitant 
or common friend. 

Theſe articles being ratified by his word 


and honour (the value of which I did not then 


know) an houſe was furniſhed according to my 
directions; and I ſignified my intention to lord 
„ who conſented to my removal, with this 
proviſo, that I ſhould continue to ſce him. I 
wrote alſo to his relation Mr. B—, who, in his 
anſwer, cbſerved, that it was too late to adviſe 
when I was actually determined. All my friends 
and acqu intance approved of the ſcheme, tho' 
it was one of the moſt injuſtifiable ſteps I had 
ever taken, being a real act of ingratitude to my 
benefactor ; which I ſoon did, and always ſhall 
regret and condemn. So little is the world qua- 
lificd to judge of private aſtairs: 
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When the time of our parting drew near, lord 


B became yloomy and diſcontented, and even 


intreated me. to poſtpone my reſolution ; but I 
told him, that now every thing was prepaied for 
my reception, 1 could not retract without incur- 
ring the imputation of folly and extravagance. 
On the very day of my departure, Mr. B— ey- 
deavoured, with all the arguments he could fug- 
gelt, to diſſuade me from my purpoie; and I 
made uſe of the ſame anſwer which had fatisfied 
his friend. Finding me determined upon re- 
moving, he burſt out into a flood of tears, ex- 
clajming, ** By G—d, if lord B—— can bear 
« jt, I can't.” I was thunderſtruck at this ex- 
preſſion ; for tho' J had been told that Mr. B— 
was in love with me, I gave no credit to the re- 
port, becauſe he had never declared his paſſion, 
and this was the brſt hint of it that ever eſcaped 
him in my hearing. I was therefore ſo much 
amazed at the circumſtance of this abrupt expla— 
nation, that I could make no anſwer; but hav- 
ing taken my leave, went away, ruminating on 
the unexpected. declaration. 

Lord B— (as I was informed) ſpoke not a 
word that whole night, and took my leaving him 
ſomuch to heart, that two years elapſed before 
he got the better of his grief. This intelligence 
I afterwards received from his own mouth, and 
aſked his forgiveneſs for my unkind retreat, tho' 
I ſhall never be able to obtain my own. As for 
Mr. B—, he was overwhelmed with ſorrow, and 
made ſuch efforts to ſuppreſs his concern, as had 
well nigh coſt him his life, Dr. S— was called 
to him in the middle of the night, and found him 
almoſt ſuffocated. He ſoon gueſled the cauſe, 
when he under ſtood that I had left the houſe : 
ſo that I myſelf was the only perſon concerued, 
who was utterly ignorant of his affection; for 
I ſolemnly declare he never gave me the lealt rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect it while I lived with his relation, 
becauſe he had too much honour to entertain a 
thought of ſupplaating his friend, and too good 
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an opinion of me to believe he ſhould have ſuc- 
ceeded in the attempt. Tho' my love for lord 
B— was not ſo tender and intereſting as the Paſ- 
fion I had felt for $—, my fidelity was inviolable, 
and I never harboured the moſt diſtant thought 
of any other perion, till after I had reſolved to 
leave him, when {1 own) I afforded ſome imall 
Encouragement to the addreſics of a new admirer, 
by tcliag him, that T ſhould in a little time, 
be my own miſtreſs, though I was not now at 
my oon difpotal. 

I enjoyed my new houſe as a little paradiſe : 
it was accommodated with all forts of conve- 
niencies; every thing was new, and therefore 
er ing, and the whole abſolutely at my com- 
mand. LI had the company ot a relation, a very 
20d woman, with whom 1 lived in the moſt 
amicable manner; was viited by the beſt people 
in town (I mcan thoſe of the male fex, the la- 
dies having long a go forſaken me); I frequented 
ail reputable places oi public entertainment, aud 
had a concert at home. once a WEEK 3 ſo that my 
days rolled on in happineſs and quiet, till all my 
ſweets were imbittered by the vexatious behaviour 
of my kulband, who began to importune me 
again to live with him; and by the increaſing 
anxicty of lord B—, who (tho' I ftill admitted 
his viſics) plainly perceived that TI wanted to re— 
Iinguith his correſpondence. This diſcovery 
raiſed ſuch tempeſts of jcalouty and deſpair with- 
in his breaſt, that he kept me in continual 
alarms : he ſent meſſages to me every hour, tgn- 
ed his letters with his own blood, raved hke a 
man in an ecliacy of madneſs, railed at my ingra- 
titude, aud Prazled my conduct by turns. He 
oftered to ſacrifice everv thing for my love, to 
teave the kingdom forthwith, and live with me 
for ever in any part of the world where I ſhould 
chooſc to reſide. 

Theſe were generous and tempting propoſals; 
but I was beſet with counſellors who were not 
totally dilintereſted, and who difluaded me from 
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; embracing the proffers of my lover, on pretence 
that lord 


would be bighly injured by my 
compliance. I liſtened to their advice, and har- 
dened my heart againſt lord B—'s torrow and ſo- 
licitations. My behaviour on this occaſion is al- 
together unaccountable; this. was the only time 
that ever I was a fla ve to admonition. The con- 
dition of lord B- would have meltcd any heart 
but mine, and yet mine was one of the molt ſen- 
ſible: he employed his contin as an advocate w ” 
me, till that gentleman actually reiuicd the vil 
telling him candidly, that his own e eee 
were too much cugaged to permut him to per- 
from the raik with fidelity and truth. He 
cordingly relolved to avoid my preſence, until 
my lord. and I ſhould come to ſome final deter- 
mination, which was gr eatly retarded by the per- 
ſeverance of Eis lordſmip, who would not refien 
his hopes, even when | pretended that another 
man had engaged my heart, but ſaid, that in 
time my atteCtion might return, 

Our correſpondence, however, gradually wore 
off; upon which Mr. B— renewed his vitits, and 
many agreeable and happy hours we paffed toge- 
ther. Hot that he, or any other perion whom ! 
now ſaw, ſucceeded to ths privilege of a fortu— 
nate lover: I knew he loved me to "madneſs ; but 
J would not gratify bis paſſion any "—_ way than 
by the moſt profoupd citcem and veneration for 
his virtues, which were altogether „ and 
ſublime; and I would here draw tis character 
minutely, but it would take up too much time to 
iet forth his merits; the only man living of my 
acquaintance who refem} zles him is lord F-——, 
of whom I ſhajl ſpeak in the ſequecl. 

About this time, I underwent a very intereſting 
change in the ſituation of my heart. I had ſent 
a meſſage to my old lover S. , Gehring he 
would allow my picture, which was in bis pot- 
ſeſſion, to be copied; and he now tranini.tted it 
to me by my lawyer, whom he directed to atk, if 
I intended to be at the gcxt maſquerade, This 
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my heart fluttercd at the queſtion, and my imagi— 
nation glowed with a thouſand fond preſages, | 
anſwered in the aftirmative, and we met by acci- 
dent at the ball. I could not behold him without 
emotion; when he accoſted me, his well known 
woice maile my heart vibrate, like a muſical chord, 
when its union is ſtruck. All the ideas of our 
paſt love, which the lapſe of time and abſence 
had enfeebled and lulled to ſleep, now awoke, and 
were reinſpired by his appearance; ſo that his 
artful excuſes wer: eaſily admitted: I forgave 
him all that I had ſuffered on his account, be- 
cauſe he was the natural lord of my affection; 
and our former correſpondence was renewed. 

I thought myſelf in a new world of bliſs, in 
conſequence of this reconciliation, the raptures 
of which continued unimpaired for the ſpace of 
four months, during which time he was fonder of 
me, if poſſible, than before, repeated his promiſe 
of marriage, if we ſhould ever have it in our 
power; aſſured me he had never been happy 
ſince he left me; that he believed no woman had 
ever loved like me: ard indeed, to have a notion 
of my paſſion for that man, you muſt firſt have 
Joved as I did : but thro' a ſtrange caprice, 1 broke 
off the correſpondence, out of apprehenſion that he 
would forſake me again. From his paſt conduct, 

I dreaded what might happen; and the remem- 

brance of what I had undergone by his incon- 

ſtancy, filled my imagination with ſuch horror, 

that I could not endure the ſhocking proſpect, 

and prematurely plunged myſelf into the danger 

rather than endure the terrors of expectation. I 

remembered that his former attachment began in 

the ſeaſon of my proſperity, when my fortune 

was in the zenith, and my youth in its prime; 
and that he had forſaken me in the day of trouble, 
when my life became embarraſſed, and my cir- 

cumſtances were on the decline : I foreſaw no- 

thing but continual perſecution from my huſband, 

and feared, that once the kecner tranſports of our 


curioſity had a ſtrange effect upon my ſpirits; 
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reconciliation ſhould be over, his aſfection would 


ink under the ſeverity of its trial. In conſequence 
of this deſertion, I received a letter from him, 
acknowledging that he was rightly ſerved, but 
that my retreat gave him ine exPIc ble concern. 

Mean tte; lord —— continued to act in 
the character of a fiend, tormenting me wid 
His nauſeous importunities: he prevailed upon 
the duke of L to empioy his influence in 
perſuading me to live with him; afluring his 
eds. that I had actually pro: ariſes to give him 
that proof of my obe 1ence, and that 1 woutd 
come home the ſooner for being preſſed ro com 
pliance by a perion of his rank and chatacter. 
Induced by thele repre: ſentations, the duke hos 
noured me with a vifit; and in the courſe of his 
exhortations I underſtood how he kad been thus 
mifinformed; upon which ! tent for lord 1 
and in h 18 preſence convicet him of the falſhood, 
by communicating to his grace the articles of our 
la ſt: grcement, vw hich hie did not think proper to 
deny: and the duke being undeceived, declared 
that he would not have gi ven me the trouble of 
vindicating mytelf, had he not been miſled by 
the inſinceri ity of my lord. 4 

Baſled in this attempt, he engaged Mr. H 
V—, and afterwards my own father, in the ſame 
taſk; and tho' I ſtill edhercd to my ſirſt ræſolu- 
tion. perſiſte d with ſuch obſtin: ey in his endea- 
vours to make me unhappy, that I determined to 
kingdom. Accordi noly, -T 


leave. the 
ſnent the evening with him at Ranelagh, I went 
away about two oclock in the morning, leaving 
my companion, with directions to reſte Is to my 
lord his houſe, furniture, plate, and every thing 
he had given me fnce our laſt accommodation 
ſo far was I, upon this occaſion, ot at any other 
time of my life, from embezzling and part of his 
fortnne. My friend followed my inſtructions 


moſt punetn:; ly; and his lord ip knows and will 


acknowledge the truth of this aſlertion. 
Thus have 1 explained the true cauſe of my 
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firſt expedition to Flanders, whither the world 
was good-natured enough to ſay I followed Mr, 
B— and the whole army, which happened to be 
ſent abroad that ſummer. Before my departure 
I likewiſe trauſmitted to lord B— the dretling- 
plate, china, and a very conſiderable ſettlement, 
of which he had been generous enough to make 
me a preſent. This was an inſtance of my in— 
tegrity, which I thought due to a man who had 
laid me under great obligations; and tho' I have 
lived to be refuſed a ſmall tum both by him and 
8 » 1 do not repent of my diſintereſted beha— 
viour; all the revenge I harbour againſt the laſt 
of theſe lovers, is the deſire of having it in my 
power to do him good. | 


I now found myſelf adrift- in the world again 


and very richly deſerved the hardſhips of my con- 
dition, for my indiſcretion in leaving lord B—, 
and in truſting co the word of lord —, with- 
out ſome further ſecurity ; but I have dearly paid 
for my imprudence. The more I ſaw into the 
character of this man whom deſtiny hath ap- 
pointed my ſcourge, the more was I determined 
to avoid his fellowſhip and communication ; for 
he and 1 are, in point of diſpoſition, as oppoſite 
as any two principles in nature. In the firſt place, 
he is one of the moſt unſocial beings that ever 
exiſted; when I was pleaſed and happy, he was 
always out of temper, but if he could find means 
to overcaſt and cloud my mirth, though never ſo 
innocent, he then diſcovered figns of uncom- 
mon ſatisfaction and content, becauſe, by this 
diſagrecable temper, he banithed all company 
from his honſe. He 1s extremely weak of un- 
derſtanding, though he poſſeſſes a good ſhare of 
low cunning, which has ſo egregiouſly impoſed 
upon ſome people, that they have actually be- 
lieved him a good-natured eaſy creature, and 
blamed me becauſe I did not manage him to bet- 
ter purpoſe: but, upon further acquaintance, 
they have always found him obſtinate as a mule, 
and capricious as a monkey, Not that he is ut- 
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terly void of all commendable qualities: he is 
punctual in paying his debts, liberal when in 
good humour, and would be well bred, were he 
not ſubject to fits of abſence, during which he is 
altogether unconverſible; but he is proud, natu- 
rally ſuſpicious, jealous, equally with and with- 
out cauſe, never made a friend, and is an uttes 
ſtranger to the joys of intimacy ; in ſhort, he 


| hangs like a damp upon ſociety, and may be pro- 


perly called X//-79y, an epithet which he has 
juſtly acquired. He honours me with conſtant 
profeſſions of love, but his conduct is ſo oppoſite 
tomy ſentiments of that paſſion, as to have been 
the prime ſource of all my misfortunes and af- 
fliction ; and | have often wiſhed myſelf the ob- 
ject of his hate, in hopes of profiting by a change 
in his behaviour. 

Indeed, he has not been able to make me more 
unhappy than, I believe, he is in his own mind; 


for he is literally a ſelf-tormentor, who never 


enjoyed one gleam of ſatisfaction, except at the 
expence of another's quiet; and yet with this (I 
had almoſt called it diabolical) quality, he ex- 
pects that I ſhould cheriſh him with all the ten- 
derneſs of affection. After he has been at pains 
to incur my averſion, he puniſhes my diſguſt, by 
contriving ſchemes to mortify and perplex me, 
which have often ſucceeded ſo effectually, as to 
endanger my life and conſtitution ; for 1 have 
been fretted and frighted into ſundry fits of ill- 
neſs, and then I own I have expericaced his care 
and concern, 

Over and above the oddities J have mentioned 
he is ſo unſteady in his economy, that he 1s al- 
ways new-modelling his affairs, and exhauſting 
his fortune, by luying out ten pounds in order to 


ſive a ſhilling. Be inquires into the character of 


a ſervant after he has lived two years in his family, 


and is fo ridiculouſly ſtocked with vanity and ſelf- 


conceit, that notwithſtanding my aſſurance be- 
fore, and the whole ſeries of my conduct ſince 
our marriage, which ought to have convinced 


[4 


him of my diſlike, ke is ſtill perſuaded, that at 
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pottom, I muſt admire "iN be enamoured of his 
agreeable perſon and accompliſhments, and that 
I would not jail to manifeſt my love, were I not 
ipitited up againſt him by his own relations, 
Perhaps it might be their intereſt to foment the 
miſunderſtanding betwixt us; but really, they 
gve themſelves no trouble about our affairs; 
and, fo far as I know them, are a very good 
fort of people. On the whole, I think ] may 
with juſtice pronounce my precious yoke-feilow 4 
trifling, teazing, infufferable, inconſiſtent creature, 
With the little money which remained of what 
I had received from his lordiiup, for houſckeep- 
ing, I tranipoited myſelf to Flanders, and 
rived in Ghent, a few days after our troops were 


quartercd in that city, which was fo much 


crowded with theſe new viſitznts, that 1 ſhould 
have found it impracticable to procure a lodging, 
had I rot been accommodated by lord R— B—, 


the duke of A-———'s youngeſt brother, who very 
polucly gave me up his own. Here | ſaw my 
friend Mr. B—-—, who was. overjuycd at my 


arrival} though jealous of every man of his ac- 
quaintance ; for he loved me with ail the nina 
of paſſion, and i regarded him with all the per- 
fection of friendſhip, which, had he lived, in time 
might have produced love; "tho! that was a fruit 
which it never brought forth. Notwithſtanding 
his earneſt ſolicitations to the con 3 ſtayed 
but a week in Ghent, from whence I proceed- 
ed to Bruſſels, and fixed my abode in the Hotel 
de. Flandre, among an agreenble ſet 8 ventle- 


<9 


men and ladies, with whom I ſpent my time 


very chearſuliy. There was a fort of Tone in 
this city, frequenred by all the officers, who 
could obtain permiſſion to go thither; and the 
place in general was gay and agrecable, I was 
Int troduced to the beſt families, and very happy 
in my acquaintance; for the Jadics were polite, 
good tempered and obliging, and treated me 
with the utmoſt hoipitality and reſpet. Among 
others, I contractcd a fricauthip with Madam la 
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compteile:de C, and her two daughters, who 
were very amiable young ladies; and became in— 
timate with the princeis C-—, and ccounteſs 
W-—-, lady of the bed- chamber to the queen 
of Hungary,” and a great favourite of the governor 
Monſicur D'! , In whole houſe ſhe lived with 
his wife, who was alto a lady of a very engagitg 
ditpotition, 

Soon after J had ſixed my habitation in Bruf- 
ſels, the company at our Hotel was increated by 
three oſficers, who proteited themfcives my ad- 
mirers, and came from Ghent, with a view of 
ſoliciting my love. This tiiamvicate conlitte. 
of the Scotch carl of „lord R— Mi, and 
another young officer : the firſt was a man of a 
very genicel figure and amurcus complexion, 
danced well, and had a great deal of good hu- 
mour, with a mixture of vanity and ſelt-conceir. 
The fecond had a god face, though a clumſy 
perſon, and a very {wect diſpofit ion, very n. wel 
adapted for the ſentimental pailon of love: and 
the third (Mr. W-— by name) was tall, thin, 
and well-bred, with a great ſtock of guc 5 na- 
ture and vivacity. Thee adventurers began their 
addreſſes in general acts of gallantry, that com- 
prehended ſeveral of my female friends, with 
whom we uied to engage in parties of pleaſure, 


( 
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both in the city and the environs, winch are ex- 
tremeiy agreeable, When they thought they had 


taken abc prelimivaty ſteps of ſecuring them- 


fclves in my good opinion and cit-em, they agreed 
to go on Without iurther cla and that- lord 
— ſhould make the firft attack upon my heart. 

He acco: ding laid ſiege to me, with ſuch 
waimrh and ailLduty, that I believe he deceived 
himiclf, and began to think he was actually in 
love; though at bottom, he left nv impuſſe that 
deſerved the ſacred name. Thuongh IT difcou- 
raged him in the beginning, he perſecuted me 
with his addreſſes: he always fat by me at din- 
rer, and imparted a thouſand trifes in continual 
Wipers, Which attracted the notice of the com- 
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pany ſo much, that I began to fear his behaviour 
would give riſe to ſome report to my prejudice; 
and therefore avoided him with the utmoſt cau- 
tion. Notwithſtanding all my care, however, 
he found means one night, while my maid, why 
lay in my room, went down ſtairs, to pet into 
my chamber after I was abed : upon which, | 
ſtarted up, and told him, that if he ſhould ap— 
proach me, I would alarm the houſe ; for I never 
wanted courage and reſolution. Perceiving my 
diſpleaſure, he kneeled by the bed-ſide, begged | 
would have pity on his ſufferings, and ſwore | 
ſhould have carte blanche to the utmoſt extent of 
his fortune. To theſe propoſals ! made no other 
reply, but that of proteſting I would never ſpeak 
to him again, if he did not quit my apartment 
that moment; upon which he thought proper to 
withdraw; and I never afterwards gave him an 
opportunity of ſpeaking to me on the fame ſubject: 
ſo that, in a few weeks, he ſeparated himfelf from 
our ſociety; though the ladies of Bruſſels conſider— 
cd him as my lover, becauſe, of all the other 
ofticers, he was their greateſt favourite. 

11s lordſhip being thus repulted, Mr. W-— 
took the ficld, and affailed my heart in a very 
different manner. He ſaid he kiicw not how 
to make love, but was a man of honour, would 
keep the ſecret, and ſo forth. To this cavalier 
addreſs I anſwered, that I was not angry, as ! 
otherwiſe ſhould have been at his blunt declara- 
tion, becauſe I found by his own confefſion, he 
did not know what was due to the ſex; and my 
unhappy ſituation in ſome ſhape excuſed him for 
a liberty which he would not have dream'd of tak- 
ing, had not my misfortunes enconraged his pre- 
ſumption. But I would deal with him in his own 
way; and far from aſſuming the prude, frankiy 
aſſured him, that he was not at all to my taſte, 
hoping he would confider my ditl;l:c as a ſufficicut 
reaſon to reject his love. 

Lord R began to feel the ſymptoms of a 
genuine paſſion, which he carefully cheriſhed in 
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ſilence, being naturally diffident and baſhful ; but 
by the very means he uſed to conceal it from my 
obſervation, I plainly diſcerned the ſituation of his 
heart, and was not at all diſpleaſed at the pro- 
greſs IJ had made in his inclinations. Mean while, 
he cultivated my acquaintance with great afiliduz 
ity and reſpect, attended me in all my excurſions, 
and particularly in an expedition to Antwerp, 
with two other gentlemen, where in downright 
oaicte de chu, we far for our pictures, which 
were drawn in one Picce; one of the party being 
repreſented in the dreis of an huſſar, and another 
in that of a running footman. This incident I 
mention becauſe the performance, which is now in 
my poſlethon, gave birth to a thouſand groundleſs 
reports, that ciculated in England at our exp*nce. 
It was immediatcly after this jaunt, that lord 
began to diicloſe his paſſion ; though he 
at the ſame time, ſtarted ſuch objections as ſet m- 
ed well nigh to extinguith his hopes, lamenting, 
that even if he ſhould have the happinets to en- 
gage my atlections, his fortune was too incon— 
ſiderable to ſupport us againſt the eſforis of 
lord „ ſhould he attempt to interrupt our 
felicity : and that he himſelf was obliged to fol- 
lyw the motions of the army. In ſhort, he ſeemed 
to conſider my felicity more than his own, and 
behaved with ſuch delicacy, as gradually made an 
inpreſhon on my heart, fo that when we parted, we 
agreed to renew our correſpondence in England. 
In the midlt of theſe agreeable amufements, 
which I enjoyed in almoſt all the different towns 
of Flanders, 1 happened to be at Ghent one day, 
ſitting among a good deal of company, in one of 
their Hotels, when a poſtchaiſe ſtopped at the 
gate; upon which we went to the windows to 
ſatisfy our curiofity, when who ſhould ſtep out 
of the convenience, but my little inſignificant 
lord. Ino ſooner announced him to the company, 
than ail the gentlemcn aſked whether they ſhould 
ſtay and protect me, or withdraw; and when I 
aſtured them, that their protection was not ne- 


——_— 


"7% 


288 TAHEADYENTURES OF 


ceſlary, one and all of them retire:l ; though lord 
R M went no faithcr than the parlout 
below, being determined to ſcreen me againſt all 
violence and compulſion. 1 ſcat a meſluge to my 
lord, deſiring him to walk up into my apartment; 
but although his ſole errand was to ſec and carry 
me off, he would not venture to accept of my 
invitation, till he had demanded mc in form, from 
the governor of the place. 


That Seofkene n being altecether a ſtranger to 
his perſon and character, referred him to the 
commanding oſlicer of the Engliſh troops, who 
was a man of humour, and upon his lordſtip'; 
application, pretended to doubt his identity; ob: 
ſers ing, that he had always heard lord — re— 
preſcuted as a jolly corpulent man. He gave 


bim to unde) ſtand, however, that even granting 
him to be the nerſon, I was by no means ſubjea 
to military law, unleſs he could | prove that E had 
ever lifted in his majeſty's s ſervice. 

Thus ditappointed in his endeavours, he re- 
turned to the ion, and with niuch pertunſion, 
truſted himſelf in my dining-room, after having 
ſtationed his attend:int at the door, im cate of ac- 
cidents. When 1 aitked, what had procurcd me 
the honour of his vifit; he told me, his bufinet; 
and intention was to carry me home. This 
declaration produced a conference, in which | 
argucd the cate with him; and matters were ac- 
commodated for the preſent, * my P! romiſing to 
be in . :ngland tome time in Scptember, on con- 
dition that he would permit me to live by myſelf, 
as before, and immediately order the arrears of 
my pin-money to be paid. He aitentcd to every 
thing I propoſed, returned in peace to his own 
country, aud the deficiencies of my allowance 
were made good; while I returned to Bruficls, 
where I ſtayed until my departure for England 
which 1 regulated in ſuch a manner as was con- 
ſiſtent with my engagement. 

I took lodgings in Pall-mall, and ſending for 
my lord, convinced him of my punctuality, and 
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put him in mind of his a+ ; ; when, ro my 
utter aſtoniſhment and confution, he owned, that 
his promiſe was no more than a decoy to bring 
me over, and that I muſt lay my account with 
living in his houſe like a dutiful and obedient 
wife, I heard him with the indignation ſuch 
treatment deſerved, upbraiding bim with his per- 
ſidious dealing, which I told him would have 
determined me againſt cohabitation with him, had 
not been already retol ved: and being deſtitute 
of all re/ource, repaired to Bath, where | after- 
wards met with Mr. D and Mr. R-——, 
two gentlemen who had been my fellow paſſen- 


gers in the yatch from Flanders, and treated me 


with great friendſhip and politenets, without ei— 
ther talking or thinking of love. 


With theſe gentiemen, who were as idle as 


myſelf, I went to the jubilee ar Piciton, which 
was no other than a great number of people at- 
ſembled in a fimall town extremely ill accommo— 
dated to partake of diverſions that were bad 
imitations of plays, concerts, and maſquerades. 
if the world ſhould place to the account of my 
indifcretion, my travelling in this manner, with 
gentlemen to whom [| had no particular attach- 


ment; let it alſo be conhdered. as an alleviation, 


that 1 always lived in terror of my lord, and con- 
ſequently was often obliged to thift my quarters 
ſo that my finances being extremely flender, I 
ſtood rhe more in nced of aſſiſtauet and protection, 
I was, beſides, young, inconfiderate, and fo ſimple, 
as to ſuppoſe the figure of an ugly man would al- 
ways ſecure me from cenſure on his account: 
neither did L evet dream of any man's addreſſes, 

until he made an actual declaration of his love. 


Upon my return to Bath, | was again has 


raſſed by lord —-, who came thither accompa— 
nied by my father, whom I was very glad to 
ſee, though he importuned me to. comply with 
my huiband's defire, and for the future keep 
meaſures with the world. This remonſtrance 
about hiving with my lord, which he 8 
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repeated, was the only inſtance of his unkindac{ 
which | ever felt. But all his admonitions were 
not of force ſufficient to ſhake my reſolution in 
that particular; though the debate continued ſo 
late, that I told his lordſhip, it was high time to 
retire, for I could not accommodate him with x 
bed. He then gave me to underſtand, that he 
would ſtay where he was, upon which my father 
took his leave, on pretence of looking out for a 
lodging for himſelf. 

The little gentleman being now left 7t&te-a-17e 
with me, began to diſcover ſome ſigns of appre- 
henſion in his looks; but muſtering up all his re- 
ſolution, he went to the door, called up three of 
his ſervants, whom he placed as centinels upon 
the ſtair, and flounced into my elbow-chair, 
where he reſigned himſelf to reſt. Intending to 
go to bed, I thought it was but juſt and decen 
that I ſhould ſcreen myſelf from the intruſion of 
his footmen, and with that view bolted the door 

Lord hearing himſelf locked in, ſtarted u 
in the utmoſt terror and conſternation, kicked 

the door with his heel, and fcream<d aloud, as 1 
he had been in the hands of an aſſaſſin. My fz 
ther, who had not yet quitted the houſe, hearing 
theſe outcries, ran up ſtairs again, and coming 
through my bed-chamber, into the dining-roon 
where we were, found me almoſt ſuffocated wit! 
laughter, and his heroic ſon-in-law ſtaring like 
one who had loſt his wits, with his hair ſtandin: 
on end. 

When my father aſked the meaning of his cx 
clamations, he told him with all the ſymptoms o 
diſmay, that I had locked him in, and he did ne 
underſtand ſuch uſage : but J explained the wh! 
myſtery, by ſaying, I had bolted the door, becaui 
I did not like the company of his ſervants, ai 
could not imagine the cauſe of his panic, unle 
he thought I deſigned to raviſh him; an inful: 
than which nothing was farther from my inte 
tion. My father himſeif could ſcarce refrain fro 
laughing at his ridiculous fear; but ſeeing him! 
great confuſion, took pity on his condition, a 
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carricd him off ro his own lodgings, after I had 
given my word, that I would not attempt to cf» 
cape, but gave him audience next morning. I 
accordingly kept iy promiſe, and found means to 
perſuade them to cave me at my own diſcretion. 
Next day I was rallicd upon the ſtratagem 1 had 
contrived to frighten lord —— ; and a thouſand 
idle ſtories were told about this adventure, which 
happened literally as ] have relatcd it. 

From Bath I betook myiclt to a ſmall houſe 
near Lincoln, which I had hired of the D of 
A— a n a countiy life ſuited beſt with 
my income, which was no more than four hun- 
dred pounds a year, and that not well paid. I con- 
tinued ſome months in this retirement, and faw no 
company, except lord R — M , who lived in 
the neigh bour bood, and vitited me twice; till find- 
ing myſelf indifpoted, 1 was obliged to remove to 
London, and took lodgings in Maddox-(treer, 
where my garriſun was taken by ſtorm, by my 
lord and his {tevrard, reinforced by Mr. L—— 
V , (who, as my lord told me, h;: id a ſubſidy of 
tive and twenty pounds, before he would taxe 
the held) and a couple of hardy footmen. This 
formidable band ruled into my apartment, laid 
violent hands upon me, dragged me down ſtairs 
without gloves or a cloak, and thruſting me into 
a coach that ſtood at the door, conveyed me to 
my lord's lodgings in Gloacelter-itreet. 

Upon this occabon, his lordſhip courageouſly 
drew his ſword upon my woman, who attempted 
to defend me from his inſults, and, in all proba- 
bility, would have intimidated him from pro— 
cceding; for he looked pale and aghalt, his 
knces knocked together, and he breathed thick 
and haid, with his noſttils dilated, as if he had 
ſcen a ghoſt. But he was encouraged by his mer» 
c:nary aſſociate, who, for the five and twenty 


pounds, ſtood by him ! 10 the day of trouble, and 
ipiriced him on to this gallant enterprize. 
la conſequence of this exploit, I was cooped 
up iu a paltry apartment in 3 ſtrcet, 
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repeated, was the only inſtance of his unkindnc; 
which 1 ever felt. But all his admonitions were 
not of force ſufficient to ſhake my reſolution in 
that particular; though the debate continued ſo 
late, that I told his lordſhip, it was high time to 
retire, for I cou!d not accommodate him with x 
bed. He then gave me to underſtand, that he 
would ſtay where he was, upon which my father 
took his leave, on pretence of looking out for a 
lodging for himſelf. 

The little gentleman being now left fete- adde 
with me, began to diſcover ſome ſigns of appre- 
henſion in his looks; but muſtering up all his re- 
ſolution, he went to the door, called up three o 
his ſervants, whom he placed as centinels upon 
the ſtair, and flounced into my elbow-chair, 
where he reigned himſelf to reſt. Intending tt 
go to bed, I thought it was but juſt and decent 
that I ſhould ſcreen myſelf from the intruſion of 
his footmen, and with that view bolted the door 
Lord hearing himſelf locked in, ſtarted u 
in the utmoſt terror and conſternation, kickec 
the door with his heel, and fcreamed aloud, as 1 


he had been in the hands of an aſſaſſin. My fag 


ther, who had not yet quitted the houſe, hear in: 
theſe outcries, ran up ſtairs again, and coming 
through my bed-chamber, into the dining-roon 
where we were, found me almoſt ſuffocated wit! 
laughter, and his heroic ſon-in-law ſtaring lik 
one who had loſt his wits, with his hair ſtanding 
on end. 

When my father aſked the meanivg of his ci 
clamations, he told him with all the ſymptoms © 
diſmay, that I had locked him in, and he did no 
underſtand ſuch uſage : but J explained the wh! 
myſtery, by ſaying, I had bolted the door, becau' 
I did not like the company of his ſervants, an 
could not imagine the cauſe of his panic, unde 
he thought I deſigned to raviſth him; an inful: 
than which nothing was farther from my inten 
tion. My father himſelf could ſcarce refrain fre 
laughing at his ridiculous fear; but ſeeing him 
great confuſion, took pity on his condition, al 
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carricd him ofF ro his own lodgings, after T had 
given my word, that 1 would not attempt to eſ— 
cape, but gave him audience next morning. I 
accordingly kept my promiſe, and found means to 
perſuade them to cave me at my own difcretion. 
Next day I was rallicd upon the ſtratagem I had 
contrived to frighten lord — ; and a thouſand 
idle ſtories were told about this adventure, which 
happened literally as ] have relatcd it. 

From Bath I betook myiclf to a tmall houſe 
near Lincoln, which I had hired of the D-—— of 
A— > bhecauſe a countiy life ſuited beſt with 
my income, which was no more than four hun- 
dred pounds a year, and that not well paid. I con- 
tinued ſome months in this retirement, and faw no 
company, except lord R M--- , who lived in 
the ncighbourhood, and vitited me twice; till find— 
ing myſelf indifpoted, 1 was obliged to remove to 
Loudoun, and took lodgings in Maddox-(treet, 
where my garriſon was taken by ſtorm, by my 
lord and his ſte ward, reinforced by Mr. L—— 
, (who, as my lord told me, h: id a ſubfid 'y of 
tive and twenty pounds, before he would take 
the held) and a couple of hardy footmen. This 
laid 
violent hands upon me, dragged me down ſtairs 
without gloves or a cloak, and thruſting me into 
a coach that ſtood at the door, conveyed me to 
my lord's lodgings in Glouceſter-ſtrect. 

Upon this oecaſion, his lordſhip courageouſly 
drew his ſword upon my woman, who attempted 
to defend me from his infults, and; in all proba- 
bility, would have intimidated him from pro— 
eceding ; for he looked pale and aghaſt, his 


kaces knocked together, and he breathed thick 


and haid, with his noſttils dilated, as if he had 
=o a ghoſt. But he was encouraged by his mer» 
c:nary aſſociate, who, for the five and twenty 
pounds, ſtood by ian 1 bn the day of trouble, and 
ipiriced him on to this gallant enterpiize. 
la conſequence of this exploit, I was cooped 
up in a paltry e in ee ſticet, 
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where I was cloſe beſet by his lordſhip, and his 


worthy ſteward Mr. H- 
vants that were the creatures of this fellow, of 
whom lord —— himſelt ſtood in awe; fo that 
I could not help thinking myſelf in Newgate, 
among thieves and ruffians. To ſuch a degree 
Uid my terror avail, that | actually belicved I was 
in danger of being poiſoned, and would not re- 
ceive any ſuſtenance, except from " hands of 
one harmleſs looking fellow, a foreigner, who was 
my lord's valet de chambre. [ will not prete; 1d 
to lay my fears were juſt; but ſuch was my opi— 
nion ef H—n, that I never doubted he would put 
me out of the way, if he thought my lifc inter- 
fered with his intereſt. 

On the ſecond day of my impriſonment, I was 


„ with a ſet of ſer- 


viſited by the duke of L——, a friend of my! 


lord, who found me fitting upon a trunk, in a 
poor little dining-room filled with lumber, and 
hghted with two bits of tallow cat idle, which had 
been left over-night. He perceived in my counte- 
nance a mixture of rage, indignation, terror and 
deſpair : he compaſhonated my tuiſerings, th 10uph 
he could not alleviate my diſtreſs, any other way 
than by interceding with my tyrant to mitiga te 
my oppieſhon. Nevertheleſs, | remained eleven 
days in this uncomfortable ſituation: I was watched 
like a criminal all day, and one of the ſervants 
walked from one room to another all night, in 
the nature of a patrole; while my lord, who lay 
in the chamber above me, got out of bed, and 
tripped to the window, at the ſound of every 
coach that chanced to paſs through the {treet, 
H n, who was conſummate in the arts of a 
ſycophant, began to court my favour, by core 
doling my afiliction, and afluring me, that the 
only method by which I could regain my liberty, 
was a chearful compliance with the humour of 
my lord. | was fully convinced of the rruth of 
this obſervation ; and though my temper 1s al- 
together averſe to di imulation, atten pted to at- 
ſect an air of ſcreniiy and reſignation. But this 
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diſpuiſe, I found, would not anſwer my pur- 
poſe: and therefore [| had recourie to the atliſt- 
ance of my maid, who was permitted to attend 
me in my conſinement. With her I fricquently 
conſulted about the means of acc POLY my 
eſcape. In conſequence of our deliberations, fs 
diected a coach and fix to be ready at a certain 
part of the town, and to wait for me three days in 
the fame place, in caſe could not come before 
the expiration of that term. 

This previous meaſure being taken according 
to my inſtructions, the next neceflary ſtep was to 
clude the vigilance of my guard : and in this 
manner did I cifectuate my purpoſe. Being, by 
this time, indulged in the liberty of going out 
in the coach, for the benefit of the air, attended 
by two ſootmen, who had orders to watch all my 
motions, 1 made ule of this privilege One tore— 
noon, when lord —— expected ſome company 
to dinner, and bade the-coachman drive to the 
jlodgings of a man who wrote with his mouth, 


intending to give my ſpies the flip, on pretence 
of ſceing this curic ſity : but they were too alert 
in their duty to be thus outwitted, and followed 


me up ſtairs into the very apartment. 
Ditappointed in this hope, I revolved another 
ſcheme which was attended with tucceis : I 
bought ſome olives at an oul-thop; and telling the 
lervants I would procecd to St. James-s gate, and 
115 a turn in the park, broke one of the bottles 
by the Way, complained of the misfortune wh ien 
| was ſet down, and defired that my coach might 


be cleaned betore my r<urn. While my hs end- 


ants were employed zn Jhis office, I tripp'd acroſs 
the parade to the horſe- guards, and chanced to 
meet with an acquaintance in the park, who ſaid, 
he ſaw by my countenance, that I was upon ſome 
expedition. I owned his: aſpic! on was juſt; but, 
as 1 had not time to relate particulars, J quicken 
ed my pace, and took po Acflion of a hackneys= 
coach, in which ! proceeded to the vehicle which 


I had appointed to be in waiting. 
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While I thus compaſſed my eſcape, there was 
nothing but perplexity aud confuſion at home; 
dianer was delayed till fix o'cluck ; my lord ran 
half the town over in queſt of his equipaye, which 
at laſt returned, with an account of my clopc- 
ment. My maid was brought to the queſtion, and 
grievouſly threatended ; but (like all the women 
ever had) remained unſhaken in her fidelity. In 
the mean time, I traveiled night and day towards 
my retreat in Lincolathire, of which his lordthip 
had not, as yet, got the leaſt intelligence; and 
as my coachman was but an unexpericnced driver, 
I was obliged to make uſe of my own iki in that 
exerciſe, and direct his endeavours the whole 
way, without venturing to go to bed, or take the 
leaſt repoſe, until I reached my own habitation, 
There I lived in peace and tranquillity for the 
ſpace of fix weeks, when I was alarmed by one 
of my lord's myrmidons, who came into the 
neighbourhood, bluſtering and ſwearing, that he 
would carry me off. either dead or alive. 

It is not to be ſuppoſed that I was perfectly caly 
when | was made acquainted with his purpole und 
declaration, as my whole family conſiſted of no 
more than a couple of women and one footinan. 
However, I ſummoned up my courage, which had 
been often tried, and never forſook me in the 


day of danger; and ſent him word, that if ever 


he ſhould preſume to approach my houſe, I 
would order him to be thot without ceremony, 
The fellow did not chuſe to put me to the trial, 
and returned to town without his errand, But as 
the place of my abode was now diſcovered, I laid 
my account with having a viſit from his employer: 
I therefore planted ſpics upon the road, with % 
promiſe of reward to him who thould bring me tie 
firſt intelligence of his lordthip's approach, 
Accordingly, I was one morning apprized of 
his coming; and mounting horſe immediately, 
with my woman and valet, away we rode, in 
defiance of winter. In two days I traverſc4 the 
wilds of Lincolnſhire and hundreds of F Tex, 


eroſſed the river at Tilbury, breakfaſtcd at Cluat- 
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h:m, by the help of a guide and moon-light, ar- 
rived at Dover the fame evening, embarked for 
Calais, in which place I found myſelf next day 
at two o'clock in the afternoon ; and being hear- 
tily tired wich my journey, betook myſelf to 
reſt. My maid, who was not able to travel with 
ſuch expedition, followed me at an eaſter pace 3 
and the foutman was ſo aſtoniſhed at my per- 
ſeverance, that he could not help aſking upon the 
road, if ever | was weaty in my life. Certain it 
i, my ſpirits and reſolution have enabled me to 
undergo fatigues that are almoſt incredible, 
From Calais L went to Brutlels, where I again ſet 
up my reſt in private lodgings ; was again per- 
fectly well received by the faſhionable people of 
that place; and, by the intereſt of my friends, 
obtained. the queen of Hungary's protection a- 
gainſt the perſecution of my huſband, while I 
thould refide in the Auſtrian Netherlands, 

Tus ſecured, I lived unccenſured, converſing 
with the Engliſh company, with which this city 
was crouded, but ſpent the moſt agreeable part 
of my time with the counteſs of Calemberg, 1n 
whoſe houſe I generally din<d and ſupped: and I 
alto contracted an intimacy with the princeſs of 


Chemay, who was a great favourite with madam. 


D' Harrach, the governor's lady. 

| had not been long in this happy ſituation, 
when I was diſturbed by the arrival of lord 
who demanded me of the governor ; but finding 
me ſheltered from his power, he ſet out for Vi- 
enna; and, in conſequence of his repreſentations, 
ſtrengthened with the duke of N 's name, my 
But, before this ap- 
plication, he had gone to the camp, and addreſſ- 
ed himſelf to my lord Stair, who was my parti- 
cular friend and ally by my firſt marriage, de- 
fring he would compel me to return to his houſe. 
His lordſhip told him, that I was in no ſhape ſub- 
ject to his command; but invited him to dinner, 
with a view of diverting himſelf and company, 
at the expence of his gueſt, In the evening, 
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he was plied with ſo many bumpers to my health, 
that he became intoxicated, and extremely ob- 
ſtreperous, inſiſted upon ſceing lord Stair after 
he was retired to reſt, and quarrelled with lord 


De „who being a tall, large, raw-boned 


Scotchman, could have ſwallowed him at Gcne 
mouthful; but he thought he might venture to 
challenge him, in hopes of being put under ar- 
reſt by the general : though he reckoned without 
his hoſt; lord Stair knew his diſpaſition, and, 
in order to puniſh his preſumption, winked ut 
the affair. The challenger, finding himtelf mit- 
taken in his conjecture, got up early in the 


morning, and went off poſt for Vienna: and 


lord Stair defired a certain man of quality to 
make ine a vilit, and give me an account of his 
behaviour. 

Being now deprived of my protection and pin- 
money, which my generous huſband would no 
longer pay, I was reduced to great difficulty «nd 
diſtreſs. Ihe dutcheſs D* Arembere, lord G, 
and many other perions of diſtinction, interceded 
in my behalf with his majeſty, who was then a- 
broad; but he refuſed to interpoſe between man 
and wiſe. The countetls of Calemberg wrete a 
letter to my father, in which the repreſented niy 
uncomfortable ſituation, and undertook to an— 
ſwer for my conduct, in caſe he would allow 
me a ſmall annuity, on which 1 could live inde- 
pendant of lord —, who, by all accounts, 
was a wretch with whom I could never enjoy the 
leaſt happinets or quict; otherwiſe ſhe would 
be the firſt to adviſe me to an accommodation. 
She gave him to underſtand, that her character 
was neither doubtful nor obſcure; and that if my 
conduct there, had not been irreproachable, ſhe 
ſhould not have taken me under her protection: 
that as I propoſed to board in a convent, a ſmall 
ſum would anſwer my occaſions; but, if that 
ſhould be denied, 1 would actually go to ſervice, 
or take ſome other deſperate ſtep, to avoid the 
man who was my banc and averſion- 
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To this kind remonſtrance my father anſwered, 
that his fortune would not allow him to aſſiſt me; 
he had now a young family; and that I ought, at 
all events, to return to my huſband. By this time, 
ſuch was the extremity of my circumſtances, that 
[| was forced to pawn my clothes, and every tri- 
fling trinket in my poſſeſſion, and even to deſcend 
ſo far as to ſolicit Mr. 8 for a loan of fifty 
pounds, which he refuſed. 

Thus was I deſerted, in my diſtreſs, by two per- 
ſons, to whom, in the ſeaſon of my aſſluence, my 
purſe had been always open. Nothing fo effec- 
tually ſubdues a ſpirit unuſed to ſupplicate, as 


want: repulſed in this manner, I had recourſe to. 


lord B , who was alſo (it ſeems) unable to rclieve 
my necetſities. This mortification I deſerved at 
his hands, though he had once put it in my power 


to be above all ſuch paltry applications; and I 


ſhould not have been compelled to the difagreeable 
taik of troubling my friends, had not I voluntarily 
reſigned what he formerly gave me. As to the 
other gentleman to whom 1 addrefled myſelf on 
this occaſion, think he might have ſhewn more 
regard to my ſituation, not only for the reaſons 
alieady mcationed, but becauſe he knew me too 
well to be ignorant of what 1 muſt have ſuffered, 
in condeſcending to make ſuch a requeſt, 

Several officers, who gueſſed my adverſity, ge- 
nerouſly offered to ſupply me with money; but I 
could not bring myſelt to make uſe of their friend- 
ſhip, or even to own my diſtreis, except to one 
perſon, of whom I borrowed a ſmall tum, To 
crown my misfortunes, I was taken very ill, at a 
time when there was no other way of avoiding the 
clutches of my perſecutor, but by a precipitate 
flight. In this emergency, I applicd to a worthy 


gentleman at Bruſſels, a very good friend of mine, 


but no lover. I ſay no lover, becauſe every man 
is ſuppoſed to act in that capacity who befriends 
a young woman in diſtreſs. This generons Flem- 


ing ſet out with me, in the night, from Bruſſels, 
and conducted me to the frontiers of France. 
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Being very much indiſpoſed, both in mind and 
body, when I was obliged to undertake this ex- 
pedition, I ſhould, in all probability, have ſunk 
under the fatigue of travelling, had not my ſpir— 
its been kept up by the converſation of my com- 
Ranion, who was a man of bulinc!s and cenſe— 
quence, and undertook to manage my affairs in 
ſuch a manner as would enable me to re-eſtablith 
my reſidence in the place l had left. He was 
voung and active, ettended me with the utmoſt 
care and afſiduity, and leit nothing undone which 
he thought would contribute to my cate and ſatil- 
faction. I believe his friendſhip for me was a 
little tinctured with another pallicn ; but he was 
marricd, and lived very well with his wife, who 
was alſo my friend; ſo that he knew I would 
never think of him in the light of a lover. 

Upon our arrival at Valenciennes, he accom- 
modated me with a little money (for a little was 
all I would take) and returned to his own city, 
after we had ſettled a correſpondence by lettcrs. 
1 was detained a day or two in this place by my in- 
diſpoſition, which inert aſed; but nevertheleſs; pro- 
ceeded to Paris, to make intereſt for a protection 
from the king of France, which that monarch gra- 
ciouſly accorded me, in three days after my tirit 
application; and his miniſter ſent orders to all the 
governors and intendants of the province towns, 
to protect me againft the efforts of lord „in 
whatever place Ii ſhould chooſe to reſide. 

Having returned my thanks at Vertailles for this 
favour, and tatried a few days at Paris, which 
was a place altogether unſuitable to the low ebb 
of my fortune, | 1epaned to«Lifle, where I in- 
tended to fix my habitation; and there my diſ- 
order recuted with ſuch violence, that 1 was 


obliged to fend for a phybictan, who feemed to have 


been a diſciple of Sangrado; for he ſcarce left 
a drop of blood in my body, and yet I found 
myiclt never a whit the better. Indeed, I was 
ſo much exhauſted by theie evacuations, and my 
conſtitution ſo much impaired by fatigue and per- 
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turbation of mind, that I had no other hope of 
recovering but that of - reaching England, and 
putting myſelf under the direction of a phyſician 
on whoſe ability I could depend. 5 

With this doubtful proſpect, therefore, I de- 
termined to attempt a return to my native air, 
and actually departed from Liſle, in ſuch a ma- 
lancholy eafecbled condition, that I had almoſt 
fainted when I was put into the coach. But be- 
ſore I reſolved upon this journey l was reduced 
to the utmoſt exigence of fortune; ſo that I 
could ſcarce afford to buy proviſions, had it been 
in my power to cat, and thould not have been 
able to defray my travelling expences, had 1 not 
been generoufly betriended by lord R M, who 
(I am ſure) would have done any thing for my 
caſe and accommodation, tho' he has unjuſtly 
incurred the imputation of being parfimonious, 
and I had no reaſon to expect any ſuch tavour at 
his bands. 

In this deplorable ſtate of health I was con— 
veycd to Calais, being all the way (as it were) in 
the arms of death, without having ſwallowed the 
leaſt ſuſtenance on the road. So much was my 
indiſpoſition augmented by the fatigue of the 
journey, that I fwooncd when 1 was brought into 
the inn, aud had almoſt expired before I could 
receive the leaſt aſliſtance or advice: however, my 
ſpirits were a little revived by ſome bread and 
wine, which I took at the perſuaſion of a French 
ſurgeon, who chancing to paſs by the door, was 
called up to my relief. Having ſent my ſervant 
to Bruſſels, to take care of my. clothes, I embark- 
ed iu the packet boat, and by that time. we ar- 
rived at Dover, was almoſt in extremity, 

Here I found a return coach, in which I was 
carried to London, and was put to bed.in the 
houſe where we put up, more dead than alive. 
The people of the inn ſent for an apothecary, who 
adminiſtered ſome cordial that recalled me to life; 
and when 1] recovered the uſe of ſpcech, I told 
him who 1 was, and deſircd him to wait upon 
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Dr. 8 and inform him of my ſituation. A 
young girl, who was niece to the landlord's wife, 
deeing me unattended, made a tender of her {cr- 
vice to me, and | accepted the offer, as well as of 
a lodging in the apothccary's houſe, to which 1 
was conveyed as ſoon as my ſtrength would admit 
af my removal. There I was viſited by my phy- 
ſician, who was ſhocked to find me in ſuch a dan- 
gerous condition: however, having eonſidered my 
caſe, he perceived that my indiſpoſition procecded 
from the calamities I had undergone, and encou- 
raged me with the hope of a ſpeedy cure, pro- 
vided I could be kept caſy and undiſturbed. 

I was accordingly attended with all imaginable 
care; my lord's name being never mentioned in 
my hearing, becauſe | confidered him as the fatal 
ſource of all my mis fortunes; and in a month 1 re- 
covered my health, by the great ſkill and tender- 
neſs of my doctor, who now finding me ſtrong 
enough to encounter freſh troubles, endeavoui«( 
to perſuade me, that it would be my wiſeſt ſtep to 
ret urn to my huſband, whom, at that time, he had 
often occaſion to fee, But I rejected his propotal, 
commenced a new lawſuit for ſeparation, and took 
a ſmall houſe in St. James's-ſquare. 

About this time, my woman returned from Bruſ- 
ſels, but without my clothes, which were detain- 
ed on account of the money 1 owed in that place; 
and aixing her diſmiſſion from my ſervice, ſet up 
ſhop for herſelf. I bad not lived many weeks in 
my new habitation, when my perſecutor renewcd 
His attempts to make hymicli maſter of iny perſon; 
but I had learned from experience, to redouble 
my vigilance, and he was truſtrated in all his en- 
deavours. I was again happy in the converſation 
of my former acquaintance, and viſited by a great 
number of geutlemen, moſtly perſons of probity 
and ſenſe, who cultivated my friendſhip, without 
any other motive of attachment. Not that I was 
unſolicited on the article of love: that was a 
theme on which I never wanted orators ; and 
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the advances that were made, I mipht have ma- 
naged my opportunities, fo as to ſet fortune at de- 


30 


But I was none of theſe 


fiance for the future. 
their hearts to 


cconomiſts, who can ſacrifice 
intereſted conſiderations. 

One evening, while 1 was converſing with three 
or four of my friends, my lawyer came. in, and 
told me he had ſomething of conſequence to im— 
part: upon which all the gentlemen but one went 
away. Then he gave me to under{tand, that my 
feit would immediately come to trial ; and though 
he hoped the beſt, the iſſue was uncertain : that 
if it ſhould be given againſt me, the deciſion 
would infpire my lord wich treth ſpirits to diſturb 
my pcace : aud therefore it would be covenient 
for me to retire, until the affair ſhould be brought 
to a determination. 

I was very much diſconcerted at this intelli— 
gence; aud the gentleman who ftaid perceiving 
my concern, aſked what I intended to do, or if 
he could ſerve me in any ſhape, and defired to 
know whither I propoſed to retreat. I aftected 
to laugh, and anſwered, “ To a garret, I believe.“ 
To this over-ſtrained raillery he replied, that if T 
ſhould, his friendſhip and regard would find the 
way to my apartment; and I had no reaſon to 
doubt the fincerity of his declaration. We con- 
ſulted about the meaſures I ſhould take, and 1 
determined to remove into the country, where I 
was ſoon tavoured with a letter from him, wherein 
he expreſied the infinite pleaſure he had in being 
able to aſure me, that my ſuit had been fuccetl- 
ful, and that 1 might appear again with great 
ſafcty. 

Accordinoly I returned-to town in his coach 
and fix, which he had ſent for my convenience, 
and the fame evening went with him to the mat- 
qucrade, where we pafled the night very agrees 
ably, his ſpirits, as well as mine, being elevated 
to a joyous» pitch by the happy event of my pro- 
ceſs. This gentleman was a perſon of great ho- 


nour, worth and good nature; he loved me ex- 
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tremely, but did not care that l ſhould know the 


extent of his pallion : : on the CONLLAry, he en- 


deavoured to perſuade me, he had laid it down 
as a maxim, that no woman ſhould ever have 
power enough over his heart, to give him the 
leait pain or diſquict. In thoit, he had made a 
progreis in my aflechon, and 10 his gcnetolity 
was | indebted for my ſubliltence two whole 
Years 3 during which, he was continually pro- 
telling this pluloſophic indiftcrence, while, at the 
tame time, he was giving me daily aſſurances of 
his frienthip and elteem, aud treating me with 
inceſſant marks of the molt pafſionate love: 1 
that l concluded his intention was cold, Hines 
his temper was warm. Conkidcociing milf as an 
mcumbrance upon his fortune, 1 redoubled my 
endeavours to obtain a ſeparate mainten, ince from 
my lord, and removed irom St. James's 1quarc to 
lodgings at Kenlington, where 1 had ot long 
enj wed myſelf in tranquillity, before it was iu— 
terrupted by a very unexpected vilit. 

While 1 was buſy ond day dreiiing in my din- 
in2-room, I found his lord ili! p at my elbow, 
before 1 was aware of his approuc n, although his 
coach was at the door, and the- houſe already i in 
the poſleiſion of his ſervants. He accoſted me 
in the uiual ſtile, as if we had parted the night 
before; and I antwercd him with an appearance 


of the fame carcleis familiarity, deſiring him to 


fit down, while I retreated to my chamber, 
lock'd the door, and fairly went to bed; being, 
perhaps the tirſt woman "who went thitlier for 
protection from the inſults of a man. Here thcn 
I immured myſelf with my faithful Abigail. My 
lord finding me ſecured, knocked at the door, 
and through the key- hole bepg'd to be admitted ; 

aſſuring me that all he wanted was a ee 
1 defired to be excuſed, though I believed his 
aiſurance; but I had no inclination to converſe 
with him, becauic I knew from experience the 
nature of. his converſation, which was 1o difagree- 
able aud tormenting, that 1 would have. ex- 
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changed it at any time for a good beating, and 
thought myſelf a gainer by the bargain. How- 
ever, he per ſiſte d in his importunities to ſuch 
a degree, that i aſſented to his propoſal, on con- 
dition that the duke of L-— fthould be preſent 
at the interview; and he immediately fent a mes 
age to his grace, while I in peace ate my break= 
faſt, conveyed in a baſket, which was hoiſted up 
to the window of my bed-chamber. | 

The duke was ſo kind as to come at my lord's 
requeſt, and before I would open the door, gave 


me his word, that [ ſhould be protected from all 


violence and compulſion. Thus affured, they were 
permitted to uk My little gentleman fitting 
down by my hcd-ſf:de began to repcat the ola hacks 
neyed arguments be h. ad formerly uted, with the 
view of induciny me to live with him; and I, 
on my fide, repeated my former objections, or 
pretended to liſten to his reprefentations, while 
my imagination was cmployed in contriving 
the means of effecting an eſcape, as the duke 
caſily perceived by my countenance. 

Finding all his remonſtrances ineffectual, he 
quitted the chamber, and-lett his cauſe to the elo- 
quence of his grace, who fat with me a whole 
half-hour, without exe rting himſelf much in behalf 
of his elfent; becauſe he knew I was altogether 
obſtinate, and determined on that ſcore; bu F joked 
upon the behaviour of his lordfhip, who (though 
jealous of molt people) had left him alone with 
me in my bhed-chamber, obſervins, that he muſt 
either have great confidence in his \ virtue, Or a 
very bad opinion of him otherwiſe. . In ſhort, I 
found means to defer the categorical anſwer till 
next day, and invited the duke and his lordihip 
to dine with mc to-morrow. My wiſe yoke-fellow 
ſcemed to doubt the ſincerity of this invitation, 
and was very much dt! {poſed to keep poiiclhon of 
my houſc: but, by the perſuaſions of his grace, 
and the advice of H—n, who was his chief 
counſellor and back, he was prevailed upon to 
take my word, and for the preſent left me. 
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They were no ſooner retired, than I roſe with 
great expedition, pack'd up my cloaths, and took 
ſhelter in Efiex for the tirſt time. Next day, 
my loid and his noble friend came to dinner, ac- 
cording to appointment; and being informed of 
py. eicape by my woman, whom {1 had lelft in 
the houte, his lordſhip diſcovered ſome figns of 
diſcontent, and infilted upon ſecing my papers; 
upon which, my maid produced a parcel of bills 


which I owed to different people. Notwith- } 


ſtanding this diſappointment, he ſat down to 
What was provided for dinner, and with great 
deliberation ate up a leg of lamb, the beſt pait 
of a fowl, and ſomething elſe, which I do not 
now remember; and then very peaceably went 
away, giving my maid an opportunity of fol- 
lowing ine to the place of my retrcat | 

My intention was to have ſought refuge, as 
formerly, in another country; but I was pre- 
vented from putting my deſigu in execution by a 
fit of illneſs, duricg which I was viſited by my 
phyſician and trme of my own relations, parti- 
cularly a diſt int coutin of mine, whom my lord 
had engaged in his intereſts, by promiling to re- 
compence her amply, if the could pertuade me to 
comply with his delire. la this otlice the was 
alliſted by the doctor, who was my friend and a 
man of ſenſe, tor whom I have the moſt perſcct 
eſteem, though he and I have often differed in 
point of opinion. In a word, I was expoſed to 
the inceſlant importunities of all my acquaint- 
ance, which added to the deiperate ci eumitances 
of my fortune, compelled me to embrace the 
terms that were offered, and I again returned to 
the domeſtic duties of a wife. 

I was conducted to my lord's houſe by an old 
friend of mine, a genticman turned of fifty, of 
admirable parts and underſtanding; he was a 
pleaſing companion, chearful and humane, and 
had acquired a great ihare of my cſtecem and rc- 
ſpect. In a word, his advice had great weight 
iu my deliberations, becaule it ſeemed to be the 
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— 
reſult of experience and difintercited friendſhip, 
Without all doubt, he had an unfeigned concern 
for my welfare; but, being an admirable poli- 
tician, his ſchome was to make my intereſt coin— 
cide with his own inchnations; for I had un- 
wittingly made an innovation upon his ones 
and as he thought | ſhould hardly favour 5 
paſſion, while I was at liberty to converſe 0 
the reſt of my admirers, he counielled me to 
ſurrender that” freedom, well knowing that my 
lord would be ealily perſuaded to baniſh all his 
rivals from the houic ; in which cafe, he did not 
doubt of his being able to ininuate himſelf into 
my affections; becaute he laid it down as an 
eternal truth, that if any two perſons of different 
ſexes were. obliged to live together in a defart, 
where they would be exciuded from all other 
human intercourſe, they would n: aturally and in- 
cvitably contract an inclination for cach other. 

How juſt this hy potheſis may me, I leave to 
the derermination of the curious; though if LI 
may be allowed to judge from my own diſpofi— 
tion, a couple fo ſituated would be apt to im- 
bibe mutual ditguſts, from the nature and ne- 
ceſlity of th&ir union; a their ailociation 
was at firſt the effect of FECIProc: al atlection and 
eſteem. Be this as it will, I honour the gentle- 
man for his plan, which was ingenioufly contrive 
ed, and artfully conducted ; but 1 har Ppencd to 
have too much addreſs for bim in the ſequel, 
cunning as he was, though, at tirit, I did not per- 
ceive his drift; and his lord ip was much Icts 
lik ly to compichend | his mœaning. 

Immediately after this new accommodation, I 
was carried to a country-houſe belonging to my 
lord, and was fimple enough. to venture myſelf 
Cunattcn ded by any ſervant on whoſe integrity I 
could depe *y in the hands of his lordſhip and 
Un, whoſe villainy | always dreaded; tho? 
at this time my apprehenſions were conſider- 
ably increaſed, by recollecting, that it was not 
lis intcrelt to let me live in the houtc, leſt his 
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conduct ſhould be inquired into; and by re- 
membering, that the very houte to which we 
were going, had been twice burnt down in a 
very thort ſpace of time, not without ſuſpicion 
of his having been the incendiary, on account of 
ome box of writings, which was loft in the con- 
lagration. True it is, this imputation was never 
made good; and perhaps he was altogether inno— 
cent of the charge, which neverthe leſs affected 
my fpirits in ſuch a manner, as rendered me the 
molt miſerable of all mortals. In this rerror did 
I remain, till my conſternation was wakencd 
by the arrival of Mr. Bal—, a good natured 
worthy man whom my lord had invited to his 
houſe, and I thought would not ſee me ill uſed 
In a few weeks we were joined by Dr 1 
and his! lady, who viſited us according to their 
promiſe; and it was reſolved that my ſhould ſet 
out for Tunbridge, on a pa ty of pleaſure, and 
at our return examine H n's accounts. 

This laſt part of our {ſcheme was not at all re. 
liſhed by our wortay ſteward, who, thercforc, 
determined to overturn our whole plan, and fuc- 
cceded accordingly. My lord, all of a ſudden, 
declared himlelf againſt the jaunt we had pro- 
jected, and inſiſted upon my ſtaying at home, 
without aſſigning any reaſon tor this peremptory 
behaviour; his countenance being cloudy, and for 
the ſpace of three days he did not open his mouth, 

At laſt, he one night entered my bed-cham— 


ber, to WP eh he now had free acceſs, with his 


fword under his arm, and if I remember aright, 
it was ready drawn. I could not help taking no- 
tice of this alarming circumſtance, which ſhocked 
me the more, as it happened immediatcly after 
a gloomy fit of diſcontent. However, I ſecmed 
to overlook the incident, and diſmiſſing my maid, 
went to- bed; becauſe 1 was aſhamed to ac- 


knowledge even to my own heart, any dread of 


a perſon whom I deſpiſed 0 ee However, 
the ſtrength of my conſtitution was not equal to 
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the ſervants were obliged to be called up; while 
my lord himſelf, terrified at my jfituation, ran up 
ſtairs to Mrs. $S——, who was in bed, told her, 
with evident perturbation of fpirits, that 1 was 
very much indiſpoſed, and faid, he believed I was 
fighted by his entering my chamber with hiz 
{word in hand. 7 

This lady was ſo ſtartled at his information, 
that the ran into my apartment half-naked, and 
as ſhe went down ſtairs, atked what reaſon could 
induce him to have carried his ſword with him? 
Upon which he gave her to underſtand, that his 
intention was to kill the bats, I believe and 
hope he had no other deſign than that of 1atimi- 
dating me, but when the affair happened, 1 was 
of a different opinion. rs. S— having put on 
her cloaths fat up all night by my bed- ide, and 
was ſo cout as to aſſure me, that the would not 
leave me, until i ſhould be ſafely delivered from 
the appreheaſions that ſurrounded me in this 
houſe, to which ſhe and the doctor had been the 
principal cauſc of my coming; for my lord had 
haunted and importuned them inceſſantly on this 
ſubject, proteſting that he loved me with the 
mot inviolable affection; and all he deſired was, 
that TI would fit at his table, manage his family, 
and ſhare his fortune. By theſe profethons, ut- 
tered with an air of honeſty and good nature, he 
had impoſed himſelf upon them, for the. belt 
teinpered creature upon earth; and they uſed all 
their influence with me to take him 1nto favour. 
This hath been the caſe with a great many pco- 
ple, who had but a ſuperſicial knowledge of his 
diſpoſition; but in the courſe of their acquaint- 
ance, they have never failed to diſcern and ac» 
knowledge their miſtake. | 

The Doctor on his return from Tunbridge, to 


which place he had made a trip by bimſelf, 


found me ill a-bed, and the whole family in con- 
fuſions ſurprized and concerned at this diſorder, 
he entered into expoſtulation with my lord, who 
owned, that the cause of his diſpleaſure and dif- 
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formed him, that I had been ſeen to walk out with 
Mr. Bai— in a morning; and that our coreſpon— 
dence had been obſerved, with many additional 
circumſtances, which were abſolutely falſe and 
groundleſs. This imputation was no ſooner un- 
derſtoo d, than it was refolv:d that the accuſer 
ſhould be examined in preſence of us all. He 
accordingly appeared, excecdingly drunk, tho' 


it was moriing, and re pcated the articles of the 


charge, as an in formation he had received from 
a man who came from town to hang the bells, and 
was long ago returned to London. 

This was an inftance of his cunning and 
dreſs, which did not forfake him even in his 
hours of intoxication. Had he fixed the calumny 
on any one of the {crvants, be would have been 
confronted and detected in Sto falichood. 8 
theleſs, tho“ he could not be les; ally convicted, 
plainly : i ppeared that he was the author of tht 
defamation, which incenſed Mr. Bal— to ſuch a 
degree, that he could ſcarce be with-held from pu- 
niſhing him on the ipat, by manual chaſtiſement. 
TO WEVEr, he was prevailed upon to abilain 
from ſuch immediate vengeance, as a ſtep un- 
worthy of his character; and the. affair was 
brought to this iſfuc, tliat his lordſhip ſhould 
either part with me or Mr. H—; for 1 was fully 
determined againſt living under the ſame roof 
with . an incendiary, 

This ternative being propoſed, my lord diſ- 
miſſed hy iteward, and we returned to town with 
the Dr. and Mrs. $— for | had impihech tuch 
horror and averſion tor this coun try-ſeat (tho' one 
of the pleaſanteft 5 in England) that 1 could not 
bear to live in it. We therefore removed to an 
houſe in Bond-firect, where, according to the 
advice of my friends, I exerted my whole power 
and complatiance, in endeavours to keep” my 
huſband in goovd-humour ; but was fo untucceſſ- 
ful in my attempts, that if ever he was worſe 
temp Led, more capricious, or intollerable at one 


me than another, this was the ſcalon in which 


was ww any fa Ay. © 
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his ill humour predominated to the moſt rancor- 
ous a s was ſcarce cver permitted to ſtir 
abroad, ſaw nobody at home but iny old male 
friend, whom I have mentioned above, and the 
doctor with his lady, from whoſe converſation 
alſo I was at laſt excluded. 

Nevertheleſs; I contrived to ſteal a eee 
now and then, 55 my late benefactor, for whom 
] entertaincd a preat ſhare of aflection, exclufive 
of that gratitu- le which was due to his gencroſity. 
It was not his fault that J compromit fed matters 
with mv lord; for. he was as free of his purſe as 
] was un' willing to uſe it. It would, therefore, 
have becn u- rie ndly, oy and ungrateful in 
me (now that I was in 2illuence) to avoid ail in- 
tercourie with a man ho had ſupported me 1n 
adverſity.— I thin's people cannot be too ſhy and 
ſcrupulous in receiving tavours; but when oncethey 
are conteried, they ought never to forget the 
obligation: and I was never more concerned at 
any incident of my life, than at nearing that this 
gentle man did not receive a letter, in which I 
acknowledged the laſt proof of his friendſhip and 
liberality which I had vccaſion to utc, becauſe I 
have tince learned that he ſuſpected me of neglect. 

But to return to my ſituation in Bond- ſtrœct: 
I bore it as well as I could for the ſpace of thice 
months, during which 1 lived in the midſt of 
{pics who were employed to watch my conduct; 
and underwent every mcrtificatiun that malice, 
power, and folly could inflict. Nay, fo ridiculous, 
ſo unreaionable was my tyrant in his 1 that 
he declared he would even be jealous of eydig- 
ger, if there was no other man to inci r his fuſpt- 
cion : he expected that I ſhould ſpeud my whole 
time with him, fete 4 tHe: When I facrißced m 
enjoyment to theſe comfortable partics, he never 
failed to lav hold on ſome innocent EXPIE! Hon of 
mine, which he made the foundation ot a quar- 
rel: and whe n I ſtrove to avid theſe diſagreeahle 
miſinterpretations, by re ading or writing. he in- 
ceſtantly teazed and tormented me with the im- 
putation of being pecviſn, ſullen, and reſerved. 
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Haraſſcd by this inſufferable behaviour, I 
communicated my cafe to Dr. &— and his lady, 
intimating that I neither could nor would expoſe 
mylelf any longer to ſuch uſage. The Doctor 
exhorted me to bear my fate with paticnce, and 
Mrs. S— was ſilent on the ſubject; ſo that 1 ſtill 
heſitated between ſtaying and going, when the 
doctor, being one night at ſupper, happened to 
have fome words with my lord, who was 1o vio- 
lenly transported with pation, that I was actual! ly 
afraid of going to bed with him; and next morn- 
ing when hie aw aked, there was ſach an expreſſion 
of frantic wildneſs in his countenance, that ! 
imagined he was actually diitracted. 
This alarming cireuml| ſtance conſirmed me m 
my reſolution of f decamping; and | accordingly 
moved my qu: irters to a houſe in Sackville-i11 rect, 
where I bas: lodged when I was a widow. From 
thence 1 ſent a meſiage to the duke of Liens 
Gefiting he would make my lord acquainted with 
the peace of my abcde, __ reaſons for removing 05 
and my intention to de! d my{clf againſt all! 
attempts. 'The firſt nip! ut = this ſeparation 1 went 
to bed by myſelt, with as much pleaſure as a man 
would fecl in going to bed to his miſtreſs, whom 
he had long ſolicited in vain; fo rejoiced was | 
to be delivered from my obnoxious bedfellow ! 
From theſe lodgings i ſoon removed to Prock: 
ſtreet, where 1 had not long enjoyed the ſweets of 
my eſcape, when I was importoncd to return, by 
a new ſteward whom my lord had engaged in the 
room of H—n. Tt: gentleman, who bore a very 
fair character, made {auch judicious reprefenta- 
tions, and behaved fo candidly in the diicharge of 
his function, that I agreed he Gould act as umpire 
in the ditference betwixt us; and once moe a Les 
conciliation was effected, tho? his lordihip began 
to be difiatisficd even before the execution of our 
agreement, in confequence of which he attended 
me to Bath, whither I weat for the benefit of my 
health, which was not a little impaired. 
This accommodation had a ſurpriſing eftect 
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upon my lover, who, notwithſtanding his repeat- 
ed declarations, that no woman ſhould ever gain 
ſuch an aſcendency over his heart, as to be able 
to give bim pain, ſuffered all the agonies of dif- 
appointed love, when he now found himf{clt de— 
prived of the opportunities of fecing me, aud be- 
haved very differently from what he had imagine) 
he ſhould : his words and actions were deſperate; 
one of his expreſiions to me was, It is like 
„ twiltino my heart- ſtrings, and tcaring it out of 
« my body.” Indeed 1 ſhould never have ated 


this part, had 1 foreſcen what he would have 


ſuflered; but J proteſt 1 believed him when he 
{1id other wile, ſo much that his declaration on 
that ſubject, was the occaſion of my giving 
him up; and it was now too late to retract. 

In our expedition to the Bath, 1 was accompa— 
nied by a very agreeable young lady, with whom 
| paſs'd my time very happily, amid the diver- 
ſions of the place, which ſerecned me; in a good 
meature, from the vexatious ſociety of my hope- 
ful partner. From this place we repaired to his 
ſeat in the country, where we ipent a few months, 
and thence returned again to our hou'e in Bund- 
ſtreet. Here, while I was confined to my bed by 
illneſs, it was ſuppoſed my indiſpoſition was no 
other than a private lying in, tho' I was under the 
roof with my lord, and attended by his fervants. 

While the diſtemper continued, my lord (to 
do him juſtice), behaved with all imaginable ten- 
dernet(s and care; and his concern on theſe occa- 
ſons. I have already mentioned, as a flrange in- 
conſiſtency in his diſpoſition. If his actions were 
at all accountable, I oui think he took pains 
to fret me into a fever tift, in order to manitcit 
his love and humanity afterwards. When I] 1e- 


covered my ſtrength and ſpirits, I went abroad, 
ſaw company, and ſhould have been eaſy, had he 
been contented ; but as my ſatisfaction mcreaſed, 
his good- Remo! decayed, and he banifhed, from 
his houſe, one by one, all the people whoſe con- 
verſation could have made my life agreea ble. 
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I often expoſtulated with him upon his malig 
fant behaviour, proteſting my defire of livin; 
peaccably with him; and begging he would no 


Jay me under the ne ceſlity ot changing my meay 


fures. He was deat to all my remonſtrances, (thy? 
I warned him more than once of the event) per- 
*#Aited in his maxims of perſecution ; and, after re- 
peated quarrels, 1 again lett his houte, fully de- 
termined to ſuffer all lorts Of ext remity, ratizer than 
ſubject myſelf to the tyranny of his diſpof ition. 
This year was productive of one fatal cvent, 
which | felt with the utmoſt ſenſibility of forrow, 
and I thall always remember with regret: I mean 
the death of Mr. B--—, with whom 1 had con- 


ſtantly maintained an intimate correſpondence 


ſince the firſt coiamencement of our acquaint 
ance. He was one of the moſt valuable men, aadf 


promiſcd to be one of the brighteſt ornaments that 
this or any other age had produced. I enjoye: 
his friendthip without relerve; and ſuch was th 


confidence he repolſed in my Integrity, from long | 


experience of my truth, that he often taid hd 


would believe e my bare aſſertion, even thou gh E 


ſhould contradict the evidence of his own {cates 


Theſe being the terms upon which we Hed, = ie | 


not to be ſuppoſed that i bore the loſs of h UM wi 
out repining: indeed my grief was unſ{pcakal ble 


and though the ed ge of it be now finoorhed | by ti; on 


lenient hand of time, I ſhall never ceaſe to cheriſhf 
his memory with the moſt tender remembrance. 
During the lait period of my living with my! 


/ 


lord, I had agreed to the expediency of obtain} 
an act of parliament, which would enable him to 


pay his debts; on which occakon there was à ne- 


ceſlity for cancelling a deed that ſubfilted between] 
us, relating to a ſeparate maintenance; to which, 
on certain Proviieos, [ was intitled: and this! 
was to be ſet aſide, fo far as it interfered with the 
above-mentioned ſcheme, whlile the reſt of ity 


ſhould remain in force. When this affair was 
about to be tranfacted, my lord very generonil! 
inſiſted upon my concurrence, in annulling th 
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whole ſettlement ; and when I refuſed to comply 
with this demand, becauſe this was the ſole re» 
ſource I had againſt his ill- uſuage, he would not 
proceed in the execution of his plan, though by 
dropping it he hurt nobody but himſelf; and he ac- 
euſcd me of having receded from my word, after | 
had drawn him into a confiderable expcnce. 

This imputation of breaking my word, which 
I defy the whole world to prove I ever did, in- 
cenſed me the more, as I mvtielf had propefed the 
ſcheme for his ſervice, although 1 knew the ac- 
compliſhment of it would endanger the validity 
of my own ſettlement ; and my indignation was 
ſti] more angmented by the behaviour of Nr. 
G—, who had always profciled a regard for my 
intereſt, and upon my laſt accommodation witty 
m lord, undertaken to eflect a reconciligtion be- 
tween my father and me: but when he-was queſ- 
tioned about the particulars of this difference, 
and defired to deelare whether his lordſhip or J 
was to blame, he declined the office of arbitra- 
tor, refuted to be explicit upon the ſubject, and 
by certain ſhrew hums and ha's fignified his dit- 
approbation of my conduct. Yet this very man, 


when I imparted to him, in confidence, my in- 


tention of making another retreat, and frankly 
atked his opinion of my deſign, ſeemed to ac- 
quicſce in the juſtice of it, in theſe remarkable 
words: “ Madam, if I thought, or had hopes of 
„ my lord's growing better, 1 wou!d down on my 
« knees, to deſire you to ſtay ; but as I have not, 
& I ſay nothing.” 

If he connived at my conduct 1n this particu- 
Jar, why ſhould he diſapprove of it, when ali I 
aired was but common juſtice? But he was a de- 
pendent ; and therefore I excuſe his phlegmatie 
(not to call it unfriendly) behaviour. Indeed he 


could not be too cantious of giving offence to his 

lordſhip, who ſometimes made him feel the effects 

of that wrath which other people had kindled ; 

| particularly, in conſequence of a ſmall adventure 

which happened about this very period of time. 
Vol. II. 
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A very agreeable, ſprightly, good-natured 
young man, a near re ation of my lord, hap- 
pening to be at our houſe one evening, when 
there was a fire in the neighbourhood, we agrecd 
to go and ſup at a tavern, en famille; and having 
ſpent the evening with great mirth and good hn- 
znour, this young gentleman, who was natu- 
rally facetious, in taking his leave, ſaluted us all 
round. My lord, who had before entertained 
iome jealouſy of his kinſman, was very much 
provoxed by this trifling incident, but very pru- 
dently ſuppreiled his diſpleaſufe till he returned 
to his own houſe, where his rage co-operating 
with the Champagne he had drank, infamed him 
to ſuch a degree of reſolution, that he ſprung upon 
the innocent G—n, and collared him with great 
fury, though he was altogether unconcerned in 
the caule of his indignation. 


This extravagant and frantic behaviour, added 


to the other grievances under which I labourcd, 
haſtened my refolution of leaving kim ; and he 
to this day blames his relation, as the immediate 
cauſe of my eſcape, whereas he ought to place it 
to tne account of his own madnets and indiicre- 
tion, When TI retired to Park-ſtreet, lie can- 
tioned all my tradetmen (not even excepting my 
baker) againſt giving me credit, aſſuring them 
that he would not pay any debts I ſhould con— 
tract; and the diflicultics to which I was re- 
duccd, in conſequence of this charitable decla- 
ration, together with the reflection of what I had 
tuffered, and might undergo, from the caprice 


and barbarity of his diſpoſition, affected my | 


health ſo much, that I was taken again ill, and 
my life thought in danger, | 

My conſtitution, however, got the better of 
my diſtemper, and l was ordered into the COu- 
try by my phyſicians, for the benefit of the ais; 
ſo that 1 found myſelf under the neceility of 


keeping two honfes, when I was little able to 


4upport one, and jet up my chariot, becauſe I 
could not defray the expect of a hackney-coach; 
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for T had as much credit given me as I aſked for, 
notwithſtanding my lord's orders to the contra. 
Having rec ruited my ipirits in the country, | re- 


turned totaw:i, anc d was vilited by my {rien [s, who , 


never fortvok me 1n — lit y, and in the 5 
removed to a houſe in Ellcx, where I lived a few 
«walls 

3 


| * 
months in great tranguillity, unmoleſted by my th 


rant, wh o foretimes'g: ave me a wliole year's. re- 
ſpite.. Here I uſed to ride and drive by turns (as 
my humour dictated) with horſes which were lent 
me; and I had the company of my lover, and an- 
other gentleman, who was a very agreeable com- 
pauion, and of hugular fervice to mein the ſequel, 
At lait, my lord having received intelligence 
of the place of my abode, and his tormenting 
humour recurring, be ſet out for my babitation, 
and iu the morning appeared in his coach and 
ſix, attended by Mr. G—n, and another perſon, 
whom he 5 | engaged for the purpoic, with je- 
veral domeſticks armed. I immediately ſhut up 
my doors at bie approach, Ang refuicd him admit- 
tance, which he endeavoured to ohtain by a ſue- 
ceſtion of Prayers and threats; but I wa deaf to 
both, and reſolved to hold out to the laſt. Sce- 
ing me. determined, he began E is att2c! K, and his 
ſervants actu: Jy forced their way into the houſe ; 
upon which I reticated up ſtairs, and fortified 
myſelf in my apartment, which the aſſailants 
{iorned with fuck fury, that the door began to 
zive way, and [ retired into another room. 
Whilſt Lremained in this poſt, Mr. Gn de- 
manded a parle Y, 1 TY Be vegred I would 
ſavour my lord with an interview, otherwite he 
knew not what might be the confequence. To 
thisremon(trance I renlicd, that I was net diſpoſed 
to comply. with this requeſt; and that though 
their deſian ſhould be murder, 1 was not at all 
afraid of death. Upon this declaration they 
rencwed their attacks, hi. 1 they carried on 
wit! indiffe rent ſucceſs till the afterncon, when 
my lord (as ift he had been at play) ſent a ihrmal 
meſſa ge O ne, deſu ing a at all ſhoftili ties ihouid 
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ceaſe, till after both parties ſhould have dined, 
At the ſame time, my own ſervants came for in- 
ſtructions; and I ordered them to ict him have 
every thing which he ſhould call for, as far as 
the houſe would afford. 

He did not fail to make uſe of this permiſſion ; 
bur fitting down with his companions, eat up my 
dinner without heſitation, after he had paid me 
the compliment of defiring to know what he 
ſhould ſend up to my apartment. Far from hav- 
ing any ſtomach to partake of his meal, I fat ſoli— 
tary upon my bed, in a ſtate of melancholy ex- 
pectation, having faſtened the door of the out- 
ward room for my fecuritv, while I kept my 
chamber open for the coavenicuce of air, the 
weather being exceſlively hot. ä 

Flis lordthip having indulged his appetite, re- 
famed his attempt, and ailof a tudden I heard a 
noiſe in the next room; upon which I ſtarted up, 
and perceiving that he had got into my anti- 
chamber, by the help of a bench that flood un— 
der the window, I flung too the door of my room, 
which I locked with great expedition, and opcu- 
ing another that communicated with the ftair- 
cate, ran out of the houſe, through a crowd of 
more than a hundred people, whom this fray bad 
oathered together. 

Being univerſaily beloved in the neighbour- 
hood, and reſpected by my lord's ſervants, I 
palled : among them untouched, and took refuge 
in a ncigh » bouring cottage; while his lordfhip 
bawled and roaicd for alliſtance, being afte1d to 
come out as he had gone in. Without waiting 
for his deliberations, 1 changed cloaths with the 
poor woman who had given me thcler, and 
her blue apron and ſtraw hat ſallied out into the 
fields, intending to feek protection at the houie 
of a gentleman mot far off, though I was utterly 
ignorant of the road that led to IT, However, it 
was my geod fortune to meet with a farmer, who 
undertook to conduct me to the place; other- 
wife 1 mould have mifled my way, and, in all 
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pro! ability, lain in the fields; for, by this time, 
it was eight o'clock at night. 

Under the direction of this guide, I traverſed 
hedges and ditches (for I would not venture 18 
travel in the highway, leſt 1 ſhould e into the 
hands of my purſaer) „and after I had actuall 
tumbled in the mire, and waiked liz or {icven 
long miles by the help of a good ſpirit, which 
never failed me on ſuch occaſions, I arrived at 
the place, and rung the bell at the garden-gate for 
admittance. Sceing my figure, which was very un- 
couth, together with my draggled condition, they 
denied me entrance, but when They underſtood who 
] was, immediately opened the door, and I was hot- 
pitably entertaincd, after having been ike ſuliject 
of mirth, on account of my d ircts and adv enture. 

Next day I returned and to ok poiicthon of my 
houſe again, where I reſumed my former amule- 
ments, which enjoyed in quiet tor the {pace of 

a whole month, waiting with relignation for the 
: Tue of my law-tuit ; when one afternoon 1 was 
apprized of his lord! ſhip's approarh, by one of 
my ſpies, whom I always employed to recon- 
notre the road; and {o fortunate was 1 in the 
choice of theſe ſcouts, that I never was betrayed 
by one of them, though they were often bribed 
tor that pu pole. 

I no ſooner received this intelligence, than [ 
ordered my horſe to be taddiec, d mounting 


rode out of fight immediately, directing my courts 
a different way from the London road; I had 


not long procceded in this track, when my career 
was all” of a ſudden ftopped by a fve-bar 
which, after fome hefitation, | reivived to leap 
(my horſe being an old hunter) 
nytelf purſned, However, with much difficulty 
1 made a ſhift to open it, and arrived in ſafety at 


the houſe of my very good friend Mr. G : 
g 5 1 


nN 
gate, 


who being 2 juilice of the peace, l. ad promiſed me 
his prote ion, if it ſhould be wan 

Thus 
bring inform tion of his lordſhip's 


ted. 
ftcevred for the pretent, 1 ſent out 
Proceeauings. 
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me into his power: and 1 th 


and underſtood that he had taken einen of my 
nouſe, turned my ſervants adrift, and made him— 
ſelf maſter of all my moveables, cloaths and pa— 


pers. As for the papers, they were of no confe— 
-quence, but of cloaths | had a good ſtock; and 


when I had reaſon to believe that he did not in- 
tend to relinquiſh his conqueſt, | thought it was 
high time for me to remove to a greater diſtance 
from his quarters. Accordingly, two days after 
my eſcape, I {ct out at eleven © "dock a night, in 
a charivt and tour, which | borrowed of my friend, 
attended by a footman, who was aftout fellow and 
well armed, I myſelf being provided with a brace 
of good piſtols, which I was fully determined to 
we, againit any perſon who ſhould preſume to lay 
violent hands upon me, except my i: RC: tor whom 
a lefs mortal weapon would have ivtiiced, ſuch as 
a bodkin or a tinder-box. Not! ang could be fare 
ther from my intention, than the defire of hurt- 
ing any living creature, much leſs wy buiband:; 
my deign was only to defend myfelr "EM cruelty 
and oppreſſion, which I knew, by fatal expe- 
rience, would infallibly be n ny ar, ſhould he get 
au * 1 had as 90e 
a right to preſerve my happine wh as that which 
every individual has to prefers his life, eſpecially 
againit a ſet of ruſſians, who we <P: PE aged to rob 
me of it, for a littſe dirty lucre. 
In the mid it of our journey, the footman came 
= 


up, and told me I was dogged; pon which I 
8 


Jooked out, and ſecing a man riding by the chariots 


d] 


ide, preſented oo of mv piſtols out at the wind- 


dow, and preſ-rved that poſture of defence, un- 
til he thought proper to retreat, and rid me ef 
te fears that attended his company. I arrived 
in nz and changing my equipage, hired an 
open chaife, in which (though { was almoſt ſtarve 


ed with cold) | travelied to Reading, which J 


reached by ten next morning; aud from thence 
proceeded fart! ner in the country, with a view of 


taking refuge with Mrs. C——, who was my par- 
ticular friend, Here J ſhould have found ſhelter 
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though my lord had been before-hand with me, 
and endeavoured to prepoſſeſs her againſt my con- 
duct, had not the houſe been cronded with com- 
pany, among whom I could not poſſibly have been 


concealed, eſpecially from her brother, who war” 


an intimate friend of my perſecutor. | 
Things being thus fituated, I enjoyed but a 
very ſhort interview with her, in which her for- 
row and perplexity on my account appearcd with 
great expreſſion in her countenance; and though 
it was not in her power to afford me the relief L 
expected, ſhe, in the moſt genteel manner, ſent af- 
ter me a ſmall ſum of money, thinking that, con- 
ſidering the hurry in which 1 left my houſe, I might 
have occaſton for it on the road. I was by this 
time benumbed with cold, fatigued with tiavelling, 
and almoſt ſretted to death by my diſappointment. 
However, this was no time to indulge Ce/pondence 


ſince nobody could, or would, ailift me, I ſtood 
y 5 5 


the more in need of my own reſolution and pre- 
ſence of mind. After ſome deliberation, I ſtæœered 
my courſe back to London; and being unwilling 
to return by the ſame road in which I came, as 
well a> impatient to be at the end of my journey, 
I choſe the Bagthot way, and ventured to croſs 
the heath by moon-lipht. 

Here I was attacked by a footpad, armed with 
a broad ſword, who came up and demanded my 
money. My ſtock amounted to twelve guineas; 


and I foreſaw, that ſhould I be ſtripped of the a 


whole ſum, I could not travel without diſcover- 
ing who I was, and conſequently running the 
riſque of being detected by my purſuer. On theie 
coniderations I gave the fellow three guineas and 
ſome filver; with which he was ſo far from being 
ſatisficd, that he threatened to ſeach me for more: 
but I ordered the coachman to proceed, and by 


good fortune eſcaped that ceremony; though IL. 


was under ſome apprehenſion of being overtaken 
with a piſtob- hullet in my flight, and therefore held 


down my head in the chaiſc, in imitation of ſome 
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great men, who are ſaid to have ducked in the 
ſame manner, in the day of battle. 

My fears happened to be diſappointed: I lay at 
an inn upon the road, and next day arrived in town 


in the utmoſt difficulty and diſtreſs; for I knew not 


where to tix my habitation, and was deſtitute of 


att means of ſupport. In this dilemma, I applicd 
to my lawyer, who recommended me to the houſe 
of a tradejman in Weſtminſter, where I lodged and 
boarded upon credit, with my faithful Abigail 
(whom I thall diſtinguiſh by the name of Mrs. 
S ——r), ſor the ſpace of ten weeks, during which 
I ſaw nobody, and never once ſtirred abroad. 
While I was thus haraſſed out of all enjoyment 
of life, and reduced to the utmoſt indigence, by 


the cruelty of my perſecutor, who had even ſtrip- 


ped meot my wearing apparel, I made a conqucit 
of lord D--—, anobieman who is now dead, and 
therefore ſhall Jay little of his character, which 
is perfectly well known: this only will } obſerve, 
that next to my own tvrant, he was the perion of 
whom 1 had the greateſt abhorrence. Neverthe- 
lets, when theſe two came in competition, I pre- 
ferred the offers of this new lover, which were 
very conſiderable; and as an afylum was the chief 
thing I wanted, agreed to follow him to his 
country-ſeat, whither 1 actually ſent wy cloathis, 
which I had purchaſed upon credit. 

However, upon Mature deliberation, I changed 
my. mind, and ignitied my retchition in a letter, 


deſiring at the fame time, that my baoga TE might, 


be ſent back. In COntequence F this meſſage, 

expected a vifit from him, in the rage of in- 
dignation and diſappointment, 80. gave orders, 
that he ſhould not be admitted into my houfe: 
yet, notwithſtanding this prec * he found 
means to procure entrance; and one of che ift 
objects that I faw next morning in my bed- 
chamber, was my lover, armed Wich his horice 
Whip, againſt winch (from the knowledge of the 
man) I did not think myſelf ajtogether fecnre ; 

though I was net nuch alathicd, bEvants 1 be- 
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lieved myſelf ſuperior to him in point of bravery, 
ſhould the worſt come to the worſt: but, con- 
trary to my expectation, and his uſual bchaviour 
to our ſex, ne accoſted me- very politely, and 


began to expoſtulate upon the contents of mV 


letter. I frecly told him, that T had raſhly af- 
ſented to his propoſal, for my own convenicn#e 
only ; that when I reflected on what I had done, 
I thought it ungenerous in me to live with him 
upon theſe terms; and that, as I did not like 
him, and could not diſſemble, fuch a corre{pon- 
dence could never tend to the fatisfiction of ei- 
ther. He allowed the inference was juſt, though 
he was very much chagrined at my previous pro- 
ceeding : he relinquiſhed his claim, refiored my 


cloaths, and never afterwards upbraided me with 


my conduct in this aifur; though beat one time 
owned, that he ſtill loved me, and ever ſhould, 


becauſe I had uſed him ill; a declaration thar 
ſtrongly marks the peculiarity of his character. 
As for my own part, l own that my behaviour on 
this occaſion, is no other way excuſable, than 
on account of the miſerable perplexity of my 
circumſtances, which were often fo calamitous, 
that I wonder I have not been compelled to take 
ſuch ſteps, as would have rendered my condurt 
much more exceptionable than it really 1s. 

At laft all my hopes were blaſted by the iſſue 
of my ſuit, which was determined in favour of 
my lord. Even then I refuied to yield; on the 
contrary, coming out of retirement, I took lodg- 
ings in Suffolk-ſtrect, and ſet my tyrant at de- 
fiance. But, being unwilling to truſt my doors 
to the care of other people, I hired an Houſe in 
Condquit-ſtreet ; and no ſooner appeared in the 
world again, than TI was ſurrounded by divers 
and ſundry ſorts of admirers. I believe I received 
the 1ncenſe and addreſſes of all kinds under the 
ſun, except that fort which was ' moſt to my 
hking, a man capable of contracting and in- 
ſpiring a mutual attachment; but ſuch a one is 
equally rare and ineſtimable: not but that L own 
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myſelf greatly obliged to all thoſe who cultivatcd 
my good graces, though they were very little be- 
holden to me; for where I did not really love, 
A could never profeſs that paſſion : that ſort of dit- 
ſimulation is a flavery that no honeſt nature will 
andergo. Except one worthy young man whom 
1 ſometimes ſaw, they were a fi 


ridiculouſly affected, a third void of all education, 
a fourth altogether inconfiſteut ; and in ſhort, 1 
found as many trifling characters among the men, 
as ever I obſerved in my own ſex. Some of them 
I endeavoured to bring over to my maxims, while 
they attempted to make a proſelyte of me; but 
finding the taſk impracticable on both fides, we 
very wiſely dropt each other. 

At length, however, I was blefted with the 
acquaintance of one nobleman, who is, perhaps, 
the firſt character in England, in point of ho— 
nour, integrity, wit, ſenſe and benevolence : 
when I have thus diſtinguiſhed him, I need 
ſ: irce mention lord This great, this good 
man, poſſeſſes every accompliſhment, requiſite to 
10ipre admiration, love, and eſteem. With in- 
jn:tely more merit than almoſt ever fell to one 
man's ſhare, he manifeſts ſuch diffidence of his 
own qualifications, as cannot fail to prepoſleſs 
every company in his favour. He feems to ob- 
ſerve nothing, yet ſees every thing; his manner 
of telling a ſtory, and making tiifles elegant, 
is peculiar to himſelf; and though he has a 


more agreeable. After what I have ſaid, it may 
be ſuppoſed that I was enamoured of his perſon : 
but this was not the caſe; love is altogether ca- 
pricious and fanciful; yet 1 admire, honour, and 
eſteem him to the higheſt degree, and when 1 
obſerve, that his character reſembled that of my 
dear departed friend Mr. B—— ; or rather, thut 
Mr. B „had he lived, would have retembled 
tord „I pay the higheſt compliment 1 can 
conceive both ty the living and the dead. 


range medley of 
infignificant beings; one was inſipid, another“ 


thouſand oddities, they ſerve only o make him 


5 
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In this nobleman's friendſhip and converſation 


I thought myſelf happy; though I was, as uſual, 


cxpoſcd to the indefatigable efforts of my lord, 
who, one day, while I was favoured with the 
company of this generons friend, appeared at my: 
door in his coach, attended by another gentle 
man, who demanded entrance, with an air 05 
authority. A very honeſt footman, who had 
been long in my ſervice, ran up ſtairs in the ut- 
moſt coniternation, and gave me. an account of 
what had happened below. Upon which, I told 
him he had nothing to anſwer for, and ordered 
him to keep the door faſt ſhut againſt all oppoſi- 
tion: though I was ſo much atte&ted with this 
unexpected ailault, that lord —— ſaid, he was 
never more ſurprized and ſhocked in his life, 
than at the horror which appeared in my coun- 
tenance, when I faw the coach ſtop at my door. 
My little hero being refuſed admittance, went 
away, threatened to return ſpeedily, with a re- 
inforcement ; and during this interval, I provided 
myſclf with a ſoldier, whom I placed centinel at 
the door, within fide, to guard me from the dan= 
ger of ſuch aſſaults for the future. My lerd, true 
to his promiſe, marched back with his auxiliariesg 
reinforced with a conſtable, and repeated his de- 
mand of being admitted; and my foldier open- 
ing the ſaſh, in order to anſwer him, according 
to my directions, he no ſooner perceived the red 
coat, than he was ſeized with ſuch a pannic, that 
he inſtantly fled with great precipitation ; and 
when he recounted the adventure, like FalſtatF 
in the play, multiplied my guard into a whole 
file of muſqueteers. He alſo made a ſhift to diſ- 


cover the gentleman, who had been 1o kind as to- 


lend me one of his company, and complained of 
him to the duke of N, in hopes of ſeeing 
him broke for his miſdemeanor; but in that ex- 
pectation he was luckily diſappointed. 

Perceiving that in England I ſhould never en- 
joy peace, but be continually ſubject to thoſe 
alarms and diſquiets which had already impaired 
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my health and ſpirits, I reſolved to repair again d. 
to France, my beſt refuge and ſure retreat from t! 
the perſecution of my tyrant. Vet, before 1. v 
took this ſtep, I endeavoured, by the advice of 10 
my friends, to conceal myſelf near Windſor; a 
but was in a little time diſcovered by my lord, 1 
ad hunted out of my lurking- place, accordingly. a 
I' then removed to Chelſea, where 1 ſuffered in- 
conceivable uncafineſs and agitation of mind, : 
from the nature of my ſituation, my tranquillity Y, | 
being thus inceſſantly invaded by a man who 
could not be ſaitstied with me, and yet could not S 


live without me: ſo that, tho' I was very much 
indiſpoſed, I {et out for France, by the way of 
the Hague, as the war had ſhut up all other 
communication, having no other attendant but my 
woman S—r, who, though ſhe dreaded the ſex, 
and was upon the brink of matrimony, would 
not quit me in ſuch a calamitous condition, until 
I was joined by my footman and other maid, I} 
whom I ordered to follow me with the baggage. i 
But, before my departure, I ſent a meſſage to | 
Jord , demanding my cloaths, which he had 
ſeized in Eſſex; and he refuſing to deliver them, I 
was obliged to equip myſelf anew, upon credit. 
5 I was ſupplied with money for my journey by my 
good friend L ; and after a ſhort and pleaſant 
| paſlage, arrived at the Hague, wheie I ſtayed two | 
| months, and parted with S—r, on whom I ſettled 
| an annuity of five and twenty pounds, payable out | 
ot the proviſion which I had or might obtain from | 
my huſband. The ſame allowance had I prevail- | 
ed upon lord B to grant to another maid, “ 
who attended me while I lived in his houſe. 
} I did not much reliſh the people in Holland, 
{ becauſe they ſeemed intirely devoted to ſelf-in- 
| tereſt, without any taſte for pleaſure or polite- 
U neſs; a ſpecies of diſpoſition that could not be 
4 very agreeable to me, who always d cipiſed mo- 
| ney, bad an unbounded benevoience of heart, 
and loved pleaſure beyond every other confidera- 
tion. When I fay pleaſure, I would not be un- 
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derſtood to mean ſenſuality, which conſtitutes 
the ſupreme happineſs of thoſe only, who are 
void of ſentiment and imagination. Neverthe— 
lefs, I received ſome civilities in this place; and. 
among the reſt, the reputation of having for my 


lover the king of P——'s miniſter, who was young 
and airy, and viſited me often; ; circu mſtamtes s that 
were ſufiicient to lay me under the imputation of 
an amour, which I ſreg; 1cnliy incu 5 without 
having given the leaſt cauſe of ſuſpicion. 

Having taken leave of my Dutch friends, I 
departed from the Hague, in company with an 
Engl ih woman, whom I had choo.e for that pur- 
pole, and arriy ed at Antwe erp, with much diffi- 

-eviity and das Zr, the highway being infeſted 
with robbers. After having repoſed my fe it a few 
.days in this city, I mired a coach for my ſelf, and 
ſet out. with my. companion, for Bruffels; but, 
before we reached Mechlin, our vekicle was at- 
tacked by two huſfars, who, with their ſabres 
drawn, obliged the coachman to drive into a 

vood near the road. | at firſt imagined they 
wanted to examine our patlports, but was toon to 0 
well convinced of their e ; and though very 
much ſhocked at the diſcover ry, found retolution 
enough to ſupprets my concern, fo that it ſhould 
wot aggravate the terrors of the young woman, 
who had aknoft died with apprehenion. I even 
encouraged her to hope foi the beſt ; and addreſ- 
ſing myiclf to the robbers in French, begged in 
the moſt ſuppliant manner, that they would fpare 
our lives; upon which, one of them, who was 

a little fellow, aſſured me in the f:me language, 
that we had nothing to fear for our perſons. 

When we were conveyed 1a a ſtate of dt eadful 
ſuſpence above three quarters of a mile into the 
wood, the enger came into the coach, and tak- 
ing my keys, which I kept ready in my hand 
for them, er three large trunks, that con- 
tained my baggage, and emptying them of every 
—_ but my hoops and a few books, packed up 

ncir booty in a cloth; then robbed me of my 
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money and jewels, even to my ſhoe-buckles and 
fleeve- -buttons, took my footman's laced hat, and 
gave it, by way of gratification, to a peaſant, 
who came from behind the buſhes, and aſſiſted 
dm in packing. 

This affair being diſpatched, they ordered us 
to ceturn to the road, by a different way from 
that in which we were carried into the wood; and 
mounting their horſes, rode off with the plunder, 
though not before the little fellova who was the 
leaſt ferocious of the two, had come and —_— 
me by the hand, wiſhing us a good journey ; 
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compliment which 1 heartily returned, being — 


tiemely well pleaſed with the retreat of two Tach 
companions, who had detained us a whole half 
hour; during which, notwithſtanding the aflur- 
ance I had received, I was in continual appre— 
henſion of ſeeing their operation concluded with 
the murder of us all; for I ſuppoſe they were of 
that gang, who had ſome time before murdered 
a French officer, and uſed a lady extremely ill., 


after having rifled her of all ſhe had. 


Having thus undergone pillage, and being re- 
duced to the extrem: ty of indigence iu a foreign 
land, it is not to be ſuppoſed that my reflections 
were very comfortable; and vet, though 1 ſuſ- 


| tained the whole da mage, I was the only perſon 


in the company who bore the accident with any 


| refolution and preſence of mind. My coachman 
and valet ſeemed quite petrified with fear; and 
lit was not, till I had repeated my directions, that 
the er drove farther into the wood, and took 
| the firſt turning to the right, in order to regain 
the road, according to the command of the rob- 
| bers, which I did n. ot chooſe to difobey. 

This misfortune I ſuffered by the mifinforma=- . 
tion [ received at Antwerp, where I would have 
provided myſelf with an cfcort, had not I beer 
Jaſſured, that there was not the leaſt occaſion to 
put myſelf to ſuch extraordinary expence : and 
indeed the robbers took the only half hour in 
which they could have had an opportunity of 
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plundering us; for we no ſooner returned into 
the highway, than we met with the French ar- 
tillery coming from Bruſſels, which was a ſecu- 
rity to us during the reſt of our journey, We 
were aſterwards informed at a {mall village, t har 
there was actually a large gang of deferters, who 
harbourcd in that wood, trom which they mide 
excurſions in the neighbourhood, and kept the 
peaſants in continual alarms. 

Having proceeded a little way, we were ſtopp'd 
by the artille: ry croſling a bridge; and as the 
train was very long, muft have been detained till 
nizht, had not a Joldier informed me, that if 1 
would take the trouble to come our of my coach, 
and apply to the commandant, he would oder 
them to halt, and allow me to paſs. I took the 
man's ps and was by him conducted, with 
much difficulty, through the crowd to ſowe O- 
ſicers, who ſeemed ſcarce to deicrve the name; 
for when I ſigniſied my e they neither 
roſe up, nor deſired me to fit down; but lolling 


in their chairs, with one leg ſtretched out, aixed, 


with an air of diſreipectful raillery, where I was 
going; and when 1 antiwered- © To Paris; de- 
fired to know what I would do there. 

I, who am naturally civil where I am civilly 


uſed, and favey enough where I think myieif 
treated with diſtegard, was very much piqued at 


their inſolent and unmanneriy behaviour, and 
began to reply to their impertinent queſtions, 
very abruptly ; fo that a very tart dialogue would 
have enfned, had not the converſation been in- 
terrupted by a tall, thin, genteel Tun French 
nobleman, an ofhcer in the army ', who chan— 
cing to come in, aſked with giéat politeneſs, 
what I would pleaſe to have? 1 then repeated 


my deſire, and produced my-P aftports, by which! 
he learned who I was. le immediately gave 
orders that my coach ſhould pais; and after- 
wards viſited me at Paris, having obtained my 
permithon, and taking my add ireſs at Parting ; 


while the others, underſtanding my name and 


JF 
quality aſked pardon for their impolite car- 
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riage which they told me was owing to the 
repreſentation of the ſoldicr, who gave them to 
underſtand, that I was a ſtroliing actreſs. 

could not help OY heartily at this 
miſtake, which might hay c proceeded from the 
cFreumſtances of my appearance, my ſoorman 
having been obliged to change hats with the 
Rent at, and myſelf being without buckles in my 
thoes, and buttons in my riding ſhirt, while my 
countenance ſtill retained marks of the fear and 
confuſion I had undergone.” After all, perhaps 
the fellow was a droll, and wanted to entertain 
kimiclf at my expence. 

The day was ſo far conſumed in theſe adven- 
tures, that I was ol bliged to take up my lodging 
at Vicchlin, where I addref ed myſelf to the in- 
tendant, giving him an account of the difaſter I 
had met with, and deſiring I might have credit at 


the inn, as our whole company could not raiſe 
the value of a fix-pence. This gentleman, 


though a provincial, was polite in his way, and 
not only granted my requeſt, but invited me to 
lodge at his own houſe, I accordingly gave him 
my company at ſupper, but did not chooſe to 
fleep in his quarters, becauſe he appeared to be 
what the French call un viene devauchc, 

Next day, he ſent a trumpet to the general, 
with a detail of my misfortune, in hopes of re- 
trieving what I bad loſt; but, notwithſtanding 
all poſlible ſcarch, I was fain to put up with my 
damage, which, in linen, laces, cloaths and bau- 
bles, amounted to upwards of ſeven hundred 
pounds: a lois which never. deprived me of one 
moment's reſt; for though 1] lodged at a mile- 
rable 1nn, and lay in a paultry bed, I flept as 
found as if nothing extraordinary had happened, 
after I had written to London and Paris, direct— 
ing the payment of my bills of credit might 
be ſtop'd. Indeed, 1 knew but of two mistor- 
tunes in life, ca; bable of depreſling my ſpirits, 
namely, the Joſs or health and friends: all others 
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may be prevented, or endured. The articles of 
that calamity which 1 chiefly regretted, were a 
picture of lord W—m, and ſome inimitable let- 
ters from Mr. B—. 

From Mechlin I proceeded to Bruſſels, where 
being known, I got credit for ſome neceſſatics, 


and borrowed twenty guineas, to defray the ex- 
| pence of my journey to Paris. Having conſulted 
with my friends about the ſafeſt method of tra- 


velling through Flanders, I was perſuaded to 
take places in the pubhc Voiture; and accord- 
ingly departed, not without fears of fuding one 
part of the country as much infeſted with rob- 
hers as another. Nor were theſe 2pprebent, ens 
aſſuaged by the converſation of my fellow-tra- 
vellers, who being of the lower fort of people, 
that delight in exaggerating dangers, entertained 
me all the way with an account of all the rob- 
beries and murders which had been committed 
on that road, with many additional circumſtances 
of their own invention. 

After having been two days expoſed to this 

omfortable converfation, among very diſagree- 
— company, which is certainly one of the moſt 
diſagreeable ſituations in life, I arrived at Liſle, 
where, thinking the dangerous part of the journey 
was now paſt, L hired a poſt chatiie, and in two days 
more reached Paris without any farther moleſtation. 

Upon my arrival in this capital, ] was imme» 
diately viſited by my old acquaiatances, who 
hearing my dif: aſter, offered me their cloaths, and 
intiſteck upon my wearing them, until could be 
„therwiſe provided. they likewiſe engaged me 
in paities, with a view of amunng my imagina- 
Moat, that I might not grow melancholy 1 in re- 
fedtivg upon my loſs; and defired me to repeat 
the particulars of my ſtory forty times over, 
cx|icthng great e fe at our not aug mur— 
dered, or raviſhed at leaſt. As for this laſt 5 pe- 
cics Of Outrage, the feat of it never once entered 
my head, otherwiſe I ſhould have heen more 
ſhocked and alarmed thas I ically was; but in 
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ſeems this was the chief circumſtance of my 
companion's apprehenſion; and 1 cannot help 
obſerving, that an homely woman 1s always more 
apt to entertain thofte fears, than one whoſe per- 
ſon expoſes her to much more imminent danger, 
: However, I now learned, that the riſk | ran was 
much greater than 1 im: agined it to be, thoie rut- 
fians be ing familiarized tor ape as well as murder, 
Soon after my appearance in Paris, I was fa- 
voured with the addreſſes of feveral French | lovers; 
but I never had any taſte for forcigners, or indeed 
for any amuſement of that kind, except ſuch as 
were likely to be laſting, and ſettled upon a more 
agreeable footing than that of common gallantry, 
When I deviatcd from this principle, my conduct 


never cafſy under it, having been reduced to the 
alternative of two evils, the leaſt of which J was 
obliged to choote, as a maa leaps into the fea, in 
order to eſeape from a ſhip that is or fixe. 

Though I rejected their love, I did not refuſe 
their company and converſation: and though we 
health was conſiderably impaired by the ſhock 
received in my laſt adventure, which was contider- 
ably greater than I at firſt imagined, and affected 
my companion ſo much, that the aid not 1ecover 
ker ſpirits till the returned to England : I fay, 
though J 2 for ſome time a valctudinarian, i 
enjoyed myſelf in great tranquillity for the ſpace 
of ten kee duri ing which I was viſited by 
Engliſh, Scotch and French, of all parties and 
perſuaſions; for pleaſure is of no faction, and 
that was the chief object of my ad, neither 
was | ſo ambitious of being a politician, as to 
employ my time and thoughts upon ſubjects 
which I did not underſtand. I had admirers of 
all fides, and ſhould have ſpent my time very 
much ro my liking, had not 1 felt my funds ſeu- 
ſibly diminifh, without any proſpect of their being 
repaired; for I had been obliged to lay out a 
great part of the fum allotted for my ſubſiſt- 


ence, in fupplying my companion, my ſervant 
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neceſſaries, in lien of thoſe 


| 331 
and myſelf with 
which we had loft. 
Having before mine eyes the uncomfortable 
protpect "of wanting money in à ſtrange place, I 
tound myſelf under the necefſit of returning to 
England, where I had more reſources than TI 
could polli bly have among foreigners ; and with 
that view wrote to lord ——'s agents, deſtring 
that I might be enabled to ditcharge my dbl. 5 
| y pin- mo: CY 

5-4 negociation commenced, and his tor 11171 D 
for the clearance of my 


” 


Thu 
promiſed to remit money 
Paris debts, which amounted to four hundred 
pounds: but he would not advance one farthing 
more, though gave him to underſtand, tht 
while he protracted the. agrecien;, I muſt in- 
evitably be adding to my n and that 
1 ſhould be as etlectua] ly detained by a debt of 
A uſand. Not- 


twenty pounds as if | owe a 
withſtanding all my repreſentations, he uud 
not part with es ſhilling over the neat ſum 


I had at firſt ſtip ulated ; 10 that ail my 
were ey HET abortive, and I found it 
ge e impracticable to execute thoſe reſolu- 
ons | bad de in hid favour. | 

{Fh us did he, for a mere trifle, 

omnan for bh j 28 e un in. 
love, and whole D riaciplbes e! Prete ds to hold in 
the utmoſt veveration, Indeed ns con phony 113 
my integrity is not without foundation; any 
wives, with one half of my provocation, wo 11d 
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have ruined him to all iutents and purpetcss; 
whereas, notwithſtanding all the extrao! dlinary 
EXAQen en to which 1 have been expoſed D 1s 


he never paid a ſhilliug on 
my account except one thouſand pounds, exelu- 
ſive of the jimall allowance which was my due. 
In a word, ſo much time elapied before my lord 
could prevan upon himſelf to advance the bat 
four hund 

culties, 

extricate mytelt ; 


continual perſccution, 


a 


ted, that I was involved in freth diffi- 
from which i found it impoſhble to 
and though I had occalon to 
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write a letter to my benefactor lord ——, in 


favours, I could not venture to ſolicit more ; 
even when I was encouraged by a very obliging 
anſwer, wherein he declared that the good qua- 
liries of my mind : ind heart, would bind him to 
me in friendſhip for ever. 

While | ruminated on my ancomfortable due. 
tion, which would neither permit me to retus 
to England, nar to ſtay much longer where 1 
was, a young Engliſhman of immenſe fortune 
took Paris in his way from Italy, accompanied 
by a moſt agreeable 'Scotchman of very good 
ſenſe and great vivacity. It was my good or 311 
fortune to become acguainted with "theſe gentle- 
11en, who h. ing cen me'at the Opera, CL prefie 
a defire of being known to me, and accordingly 
favoured me with a viſit © ne afternoon, when the 
britk North Briton ingrotied the whole converia- 
tion; while the other ſeemed fearful and dificent 
even to a degree of bathfulncis, through which, 
however, I could diſceru a delicate fenfibility 
and uncommon underſtanding. There was in his 
perſon (which was very aprecable) as well as in 
his behaviour, a. certuin naivete that was very 
pleaſi; ing; aud at this fiift interview, we leliſhed 
Each other's ee ee fo well, that a ſort of inti- 
macy immediately commenced, and was carried 
on in a ſuccefſion of parties of pleaſure, in the 
courſe of which [ found him fraught with all tte 
tenderneſs and ſentiment that render the heart 
ſuſceptible of the moſt refined love; a difpotiticn 
that immediately made me partial to him, while 
it ſubjected his own heart to all the violent in. 
preſſions of a paſfion, which I little imagined our 
correſpondeuce would have produced. 
Nevertheleſs, I was far from being diſpleaſed 
with my conqueſt, becauſe his perſon and quali- 
fcations, as well as his manner of àddreſe, were 
very much to my king, and recommended him 
in a particular manner to my aſtection. Indeed, 
he made a greater progreis in my heart than J 


which I expreſſed my acknowledgment for paſt 
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myſelf ſuſpected ; 
genial in our fouls, which from our firſt meeting 
believe had attracted vs (unknown to ourſelves) 
under the notions of friendihip and regard, and 


for there was ſomething con- 


now diſcloſedeitſelf in the mult pathonate love. 
liſtened to his addreſſes, and we were truly 


happy. His attachment was the quinickence © 
tenderneſs and ſinccrity, while his generoſity 
knew no bounds. Not e with having 
paid twelve hundred pounds on my account, in 
thc ſpace of one fortnight, he would have loaded 
me with preſent after preſent, had not J abſo— 
lutely refuſed to accept ſuch expernitive marks of 
his munificence. I was even mortitied az thoſe 
inſtances of his liberality, which my fituation 
competed me to receive, leſt, being but little 
acquainted with my diſpoſition, he found ſuſpect 
me of being intereſted in my love, and judge 
my conduct "by the malicious reports of common 
fame (which he afterwards owned), had at firſt 
obtained ſuch eredit with him, that he believed 
our mutual attachment would not be of long du— 
ration. But, in this particular, he was ſoon 
undecerved : his heart, thovgh naturally adapted 
for the melting paſtian, had hitherto etcaped 1111 


touched hy all the ladies of It; ily and France; 
and therefore the Hirt! bree. were the more 
deeply fixed. As he was unpractiſed in the ways 
of common galiantry and deceit, the ſtriking 
2 * Pi; h »* 7 > Ty - C 7 5 * > lik ly 
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to engage the heart 
07 he wo rld, and det2>ifed all t 
bat of taſhionab! \feihon,.\ 
conſidered as the phraſe of vanity and ofterita= 
tion, rather than the genuine language of love. 
gratitude had a conhderable fhare in 
augmenting my aitlection, which mapiic{ 
in iuch a warm, cordial, artiefs manner, as in- 
creaſed his eſteem, and riveried his attachment; 
for he could eatily perceive 
nour of my cop 2duct, that iny breaſt was au utter 
ſtranger to crait and mulation : yet 1 was at- 
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firſt fearful of contracting any engagement with 
him, becauſe being younger than me, he might 
be more apt to change, and the world might "be 
malicious enough to ſuppoſe I had practi:ed upon 
his inexperience; but conſcious of my own in— 
\ legrity, I ſet flan wier at deſiance, truſting to my 
own behaviour, aud his natural probity, "for the 
continuance of his love. Though we did not 
live together in the fame houſe, the greatcit part 
of our time was ſpent in each other's company; 
we dined and ſupped at the ſame tabic, fre- 
quented public places, went upon paitics to the 
country, and never partcd but tor a few hours in 
the night, which we pailed in the utmoſt im— 
paticnce to meet again. 

In this agreeable manner did the days roll-on, 
when my iclicity was interrupted by a fit of jea- 
louſy with which I happened to be ſeized. I had 
contracted an acquaintance with a young married 
lady, who, though her perional attractions were 
but ſlender, was, upon the whole, an agreeable, 
checriul, good-natured companion, with a little 
daſh of the coquette in her compotition, This 
woman being in very indigent cicuinſtances, oc- 
cationed by ſome loſles her huſband had tuitained, 
no ſooner had an opportunity of ſeeing and con— 
verſing with my lover, thau the formed the deſign 
of making a conqueſt of tim. I ſhouid have for 
given her for this ſcheme, whatever panys it 
might have coſt me, had I belicvod it the effect 
of real paſhon ; but I xnew her too well to ſup- 
poſe her heart was ſuſceptible of love, and ace 
cordingly reienated it, In the execution of her 
plan, ſhe neglected nothing, which the thougl:t 
capable of engaging his attention. She took all 
opportunities of fitting near him at table, ogled 


whoie diſcourſe to him, trod upon his toes ; ; Nay, 
at her, though my pride, for fome time, enabled 


me to conceal my uncaiincts ; 31] at length her 
behaviour became ſo arrogant and grofs, chat 1 


him in the moſt palpable manner, directed her 


I believe, ſqueezed his hand. My blood boiled 
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could no longer ſuppreſs my indignation, and one 
day told my lover, that 1 would immedi jately re- 
nounce his correſpondence. 

He was greatly alarmed at this uncxpected de- 
claration ; and when he underſtood the cauſe of 


that for the future he would never 
Satisfied with this 


it, aſſured me, 
exchange one word with her. 
mark of his 


from this promite, which he could not poflibly 
N and 


keep, while ſhe and I lived upon any t 
we continued to viſit cach other as utual, though 

ſhe ſtill perſiſted in her endeavours to riv 4 me in 
his aſſection, and contracted an intimacy with 


his companion, who ſeemed to entertain a paſiion - 


tor her, that ſhe might have the more frequent 
opportunities of being among us 3 for ſhe bad 
no objection againſt favour 1e adrefies of 


ing t! 
One cvenii 1g, I remen 


CI * 
both. iber, we ſet out in 
my coach for the opt ra;and in the way, this 
namorata was fo buſy with her feet, that 1 


was incenſed at her behaviour; 80 when we 


arrived at the libs, refuſed to a! light; but ſet - 
ting them down, 5 my intention ot 1 
ing home immediate She was 10 much pleaſed 
with this AR APP Kay that the could not conceal 
the joy ſhe felt at the thoughts of converſing with 
him, uninterrupted by my preience; an oppor- 
tunity with which ] had never favoured her be- 
fore. This open exultation increaied my anger 
and anxiety. I went home; but, being ſtill tor- 
tured with the reflection of having left them to- 
gether, adjuſted myſelf in the glaſs, though I was 
too angry to take notice of my own fieure, and 
without farther delay, returned to the 2 
Having inquired for the box in which they fat, 
J took poſfeſlion of one that frontcd them, and 
reconnotring them, without being perecived, had 
the fitisiaction of ſeeing him removed to as great 
a diſtance from her as the place would permit, and 
d curaed another way, Compoſed by this 


Examination, | joined them without e {Crus 


ple, whca my young g geutlcman expicicd great 


ſincerity and regard, Iieleaſed him 
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Joy at my appearance, and told me he was deter- 


queſt of me, had not I returned at that inſtant. 
In our way homewards, my rival repeated her 
uſual hints, and with her large hoop almoſt over- 
ſhadowed my lover from my view: upon which 
"my jealouſy and wrath recurred with fuch vio- 
lence, that I pulled the ſtring, as a ſignal for the 
coachman to ſtop, with a view of getting out, 
and going home afoot; a ſtep which would have 
alforded a new ſpectacle to the Ei of Paris. 
But I reflected, in a moment, upon the folly of 
ſuch a reſolution, and ſoon fecollected myſelf, by 
calling my pride to my atliſtance. I determined, 
however, that ſhe ſhould at no more ſccnes of 
this kind in my Prelence, and that ſame night 1n- 
ftiited upon my lover's dropping all inte ercourte and 
connexion with this tormentor. He very cheer- 
fully complied with my defire, and was even glad 
of an oecaſion to break off his acquaintance with a 
perſon about whom TI had plagued him fo much. 
Tous was I freed from the perſecution of one 
of thoſe creatures, who, tho? of little conſequence 
in themfelves, are yet the peſts of ſociety, and 
find means to deſtroy that harmony which reigns 
between two lovers, by the intruſion of a lovie 
appetite, void of all ſenſibility and diſcretion : 
having no feeling themſelves, they cannot ſym- 
pathize with that of other people, and do mit- 
chief out of meer wantonneſs. 

My lover being obliged to 80 to England, had 
ſettled me in a "gentee! houſe in Patis, with a 
view of returning when his affairs ſhould be ad- 
juſted ; bat when the time of his departure ap- 
proached, ke began to be uneaſy at the proſpect 
ot ſcparation, and in order to alleviate his 
anzicty, deſired me to accompany ies to Ca- 
3 where we ſtayed together three or four 
days, during which he dread of parting became 
more and more intenſe : ſo that we derermiued 
upon my following him into England, by tie 
firſt opportunity, where 1 ſhouid live altogether 


mined to have left the entertainment, and come in 
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cog, that I might be conecaled from the inqui- 
r1es and attempts of my lord. Even after this 
reſolution was fixed, we parted-with all the ago- 
nies of lovers who deſpair of ever meeting again; 


and the wind blowing very high after he had em 


barked, increaſed my fears. But by the return 
of the packet-boat, I was bleſſed with the report 
of his being ſafe arrived in England, and had the 
ſatisfaction of peruſing his letters by every poſt. 
My admirer heing thus detached from me, my 
thoughts were entirely employed in concerting 


ſome private method of.conveying myſelf to him. 


As I would not truſt myſelf in the common 
packet, for fear of being diſcovered, after hav- 
ing revolved divers ichemes, 1 determined to 
tranſport myſelf in one of the Dutch fihing- 
boats, though I knew the paſlage would be ha- 
zardaus; but, in a caſe of ſuch intereſting concern, 
I overlooked all danger and inconvenience, 
Before I put this reſolution in practice, I was fo 
fortunate as to hear. of a imal] Englith veſſel that 
arrived at Calais with a priſoner of war, in which 
I embarked, with my companion and another 
lady, who lived with me for ſome time after- 
wards ; and when we came on board, diſcovered 
that the ſhip, was no other than a light collier, 
and that her whole company amounted to no 
more than three men. Nevertheleſs, tho”. the 
ſea was ſo rough, and the weather to unpromi- 


Ang, that no other boat would venture to put to 


fea, we ſet ſail, and between two ſtorms, in 
about three hours arrived in ſatety in Dover. 

From hence my firſt companion went to her 
friends, in the ſtage-coach, while the other lady 


and I hired an open poſi-chaile (tho' it ſnowed 


very hard) and without any accident periormed 
our journey. to London, where I mer with my 
lover, who flew to my arms in all the traniports 
of. impaticnt joy; and doubtleſs, I deierved his 


affection, for the hardſhips, perils, and difficul- 
ties I had undergone to be with him; for I never 
icrupled to undertake any thing practicable, in 
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order to demonſtrate the ſincerity of what I pro- 
feſſed. 5 

In conſequence of our plan, I aſſumed a fi. 
tious name, and never appeared in public, being 
fully ſatisficd and happy in the company and 
Converſation of the man I loved; and when he 
went into the country, contented myſclf with 
his correſpondence, which he punctually main— 
tained, in a ſeries of letters equally ſenſible, 
tincere and affectionate. 

Upon his return to town for the remainder of 


the ſeaſon, he devoted the greateft part of his 


time to our mutual enjoyment ; left me with re- 
luctance, when he was called away by indif- 
penſible butineſs, and the civility which was due 
to his acquaintance, and very ſeldom went to any 
place of public entertainment becauſe I could 
not accompany and ſhare with him in the diver- 
ſion: nay, ſo much did 1 ingroſs his attention, 
that one evening after he had been teized into 
an agreement of meeting ſome friends at a play, 
he went thither preciſely at the appointed hour, 
and as they did not arnye punctualiy at the very 
minute, he returned to me immediately, as much 
rejoiced at his eſcape as if he had met with 
ſome ſignal deliverance. Nor was his conſtancy 
interior to the ardour of his love: we went once 
toget het to a ball in the Hay market, where, in the 
midſt of a thonſand fine women, whoſe charms were 
enhanced by the peculiarity of the dreſſes they 
wore, he remained unſhaken, unſeduced, prefery- 
ing his attachment for me, in ſpite of all temptation 

In the ſummer he provided me with a houſe in 
the neizhbourhood of his own; but the accom 
modations beipg bad, and that country affording 
no other place fit for my reſidence, he brough 
me home to his own ſeat, and by that ſtep raiſed 
an univerſal clamour, though I ſaw no company 
and led ſuch a ſolitary life, that nothing but ex 
ceſſive love could have fupported my ſpirits : not 
but that he gave me as much of his time as he 
could poſſibly ſpare from the neceſſary duties oi 
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paying and receiving viſits, together with the 
avocations of hunting, and other country amuſe- 
ments, wlüch I could not partake. Formerly, 
indeed, LI uſed to hunt and ſhoot, but I had left 


off both; ſo that I was now reduced to the altera 


native of reading, and walking by myſelf; but, 
Love made up for all deficiencies to me, who think 
nothing elſe worih the living for {\—Had T been 
bleſſed with a partner for life, who could have 
loved ſincerely, and inſpired me with @ mutual 
flame, I ould have aſked no more of fate. Inte- 
reſt and ambition have no ſvare in my compoſition ; 
love, which is pleaſure, or pleaſure, which is love, 
makes up the whole. A heart ſo diſpoſed cannot be 
de void of other good qualities; it muſt be ſubject to 
the impreſſims nf humanity and benevolence, and 
enemy te noining but itſelf. This you will give me 
leave to aſſirm, in juſtice to myſelf; as I have 
frankly owned my failings and miſconduct. 

Towards the end of {ummer my heart was a 
little alarmed by a report that prevailed, of my 
lover's being actually engaged in a treaty of mar- 
riage: however, [| gave little credit to this rumour, 
till I was obliged to go to town about buſineſs, 
and there I heard the fame information confident= 
ly aflirmed. Tho? 1 ſtill conſidered it as a vague 
ſurmiſe, I wrote to him an account of what I had 
heard; and in his anſwer, which is ſtill in my 
poſſe ion, he aſſured me with repeated vows and 
proteſtations, that the report was altogether 
faiſe. Satisſizd with this declaration, I returned 
to his houſe; and tho' the tale was inceſſantly 
thundered in my ears, ſtill believed it void of all 
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foundation, till my ſuſpicion was awaked by a 
very inconſiderable circumſtance. 

One day, oa his return from hunting, I per- 
ceived he had a very fine pair of Dreſden ruffles 
a his ſhirt, which IL could not ſuppoſe he would 


- noffvear at ſuch a ruſtic exerciſe; and therefore my 


as be 


ties oHueſtioned him about this particular of his dreſs, 
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fears immediately took the alarm. When I 


1s calour changed; and though he attempted to 
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elude my ſuſpicion, by imputing it ro a miſtake 
of his ſervant, I could not reſt ſatisfied with this 
account of the matter, but inquired into the 
truth with ſuch eagerneſs and penetration, that 
he could not deny he had been to make a viltt. 
Gy degrees, I even extorted from him a con- 
feſſion, that he had egnaged himſelf farther than 
he ought to have procceded, without making me 
acquainted with his detign, tho he endeavourc 
to excuſe his couduct, and pacify my diiplcature, 
by ſaying that the aſſair would not be brought to 
bear for a great while, and perhaps miglt never 
come to a determination: but he was in great 
confuſion, and indeed. hardly knew what he laid, 
would have quitted his houſe that moment, 
had not he, before-hand, obtained a promite that 
would take no raſh reſolution of that kind, and 
put it out of my power to procure any method of 
conveyance by which I could make my ſ retreat. 1 
gave no vent to reproaches, and only upbraided 
him with his having permitted me to return in 
ignorance to the country, after I was once fairly 
gone; upon which he iwore that he could nt 
bear the thoughts of parting with me. This de- 
claration was a myſtery at that time, hut I have 
been fiace fo fully ſatisſied of his reafons for his 
conduct, that 1 heartily acquit him of ail infuſ- 
tice to me. And indeed, it is my tincere opinion, 
that if ever young man deſerved to be happy, he 
is certainly entitled to that privilege; and if. 
may be allowed to ju:'ge, has an heait tuſceptible 
of the moſt refined enjoyment. 

The violence of the grief and conſternation 
which 1 ſuffered from this ſtroke, having a little 
ſubſided, I. deliberated with myſelf about the 
meaſures I ſhould take, and determined to leave 
his houſe ſome day when he ſhould be abroad, I 
was encouraged in this reſolution by the advice 
of our Scotch friend, who came about this tim: 
from London, on a vilit to his fellow traveller: 
we thought ſuch an abrupt departure would Obe 
leſs ſnocking than to ſtay and take a formal leave 
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of my lover, whoſe heart was of ſuch a delicate 
frame, that after I told him I ſhould one day 
withdraw myſelf, in his abſence, he never came 
home from the chace, or any other avocation, 
without trembling with apprehenſion that I had 
eſcaped. 9 
After he had been ſome time accuſtomed to 
theſe fears by my previous intimation, I at length 
decamped in good earneſt, though my heart aked 
upon the occaſion, becauſe I left him loving and 
beloved; for his affection was evident, not with- 
ſtanding the ſtep he had taken, by the advice and 
importunity of all his relations, who laid a dif- 
agreeable reſtraint upon his inclinations while they 
conſulted his intereſt in every other particular. 
While I halted in the next great town, until I 
could be ſupplied with freſh horſes, I was vilited 
by a gentleman who had been formerly intimate 
with my lover; but a breach had happened in their 
friendſhip, and he now came to complain of the 
treatment he had received, Perceiving that I was 
not in a humour to liſten to his ſtory, he ſhifted 
the converſation to my own, and obſerved, that | 
had been extremely ill uſed. I told him that 1 w:is 
of a different opinion: that it was not only juit, 
but expedient, that a young man of Mr. $-—'s 
fortune thould think of making ſome alliances 19 
ſtrengthen and ſupport the intereſt of his family ; 
and that I had nothing to. accuſe him of but his 
letting me remain {ſo long in ignorance of his in— 
tention, He then gave me to underſtand, that I 
was ſtill ignorant of a great part of the ill uſage I 
had received; aftirming, that while lived in his 


houſe, he had amuſed himſelf with ali the com- 


mon women in that town, to ſome of whom this 
gentleman had perſonally introduced him, 

At firſt, I could not believe this imputation ; 
but he ſupported his aſſertions with ſo many con- 
vincing cucumſtances, that I could no longer 
doubt the truth of them; and I felt ſo much re- 
ſentment, that my love vaniſhed immediately 
into air. Inſtead of proceeding in my journey 
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10 London, I went back a conſiderable way, and 
tent a meſlage, defiring to fee him in a little 
houſe, about mid-way between his own habita- 
tion and the town from whence l came. He 
obeyed my ſummons, and appeared at the place 
appointed, where I reproached him with great 
bitterneſs. He pleaded guilty to the charge, fo 
far as acknowledging that he had correſponded 
with other women lately, in order to get the 
better of his affection for me, but the experi- 
ment had failed, and he found that he fhould be 
for ever miſcrable. | 

did not look upon this candid confeſſion as a 
{ufficient atonement for his paſt diihmulation, 
and, in the ſharpneſs of my revenge, demanded 
a ſettlement, which he peremptorily refuſed ; io 
that for the preſent, we held each other in the 
utmoſt contempt. Indeed, I afterwards deipricd 
myſelf for my condeſcenſion, which was owing 
to the advice of my companion, ſupported and 
inflamed by the ſpirit of reſentment. Neverthe- 
leſs, he begged that I would return to his houſe, 
or ſtay all night where 1 was; but I was deaf 
to his intreaties, and, after a great deal of ironi- 
cal civility on my ſide, I took my leave, and 
went away; yet, before I ſet out, 1 looked back, 
and ſaw him on horſeback, with ſuch an air of 
Umplicity and truth, as called up a profound figh, 
notwithſtanding all that had paſled in our 
converſation. 

Upon my arrival in London, I took lodgings in 
Leiceſter-ficlds, and anſwered a letter which 1 had 
ſome months before received fm my lord, telling 
tim that I would go home to him, without ſtipu— 
lating for any terms, to try what eſſect my con- 
ficdence would have upon his generokity. He readily 
embraced the offer, and touk an houſe in St. 
janes's-ſ{treet, where I propoſed to comply with 
his humour in every thing that was conkitent 
with my own peace and tranquillity, | 

Mean while, my lover paſſed his time very 
diſagreeably in the country, with his friend, of 
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whom (it ſeems) he had conceived ſome jealouſy, 
which was increaſed by a letter I wrote to that 
gentleman, till he was made acquainted with the 
contents, which he read over forty times; and 
then his paſion breaking out with more violence 
than cver, he not only expreſſed his feeling, ir- 
an epiſtle which Limmediately received, but when 
he came to town, ſuffered ſuch agonies of deſpair 
as I had never ſcen before, except in lord B 
It was then in my power to have taken ample 
revenge upon him, as well as upon my infolent 
rival, who had infilted upon my leaving his houſe, 
in a very abrupt manner, tho' he abſolutely re- 
fuſed to gratify her malice ; for he was now dit- 
poſed to do any thing for my ſatis|aCtion : but I 
knew his worth, and had too much rcgard for his 
reputation to adviſe him to act inconſiſtent with 
his honour. 

About this time, many tender mcetings and ſor- 
rowful partings happened between us, till the mar- 
Triage knot was tied, when he ſent me a bank-note 
for a thouſand pounds, by way of ſpecimen (as he 
called it) of his friendſhip, and of what he would 
do for me, ſhould lever want his aſſiſtauce. This 
mark of his generoſity I received in a moſt tender 
billet, which I ſhall never part with, together 
with his picture ſet in diamonds. 

I now employed my thoughts in keeping meaſures 
with my lord; we lay in the fame apartment, and 
for the firſt fouror five months I neither dined nor 
ſupped abroad above twice; and then he knew 
where I was, and approved of my company. But 
all this complacency and circumſpection had no 
effect upon his temper, which remained as capri- 
cious and diflatisfied as ever. Nay, to ſuch a pro- 
voking degree did this unhappy humour prevail, 
that one day, in the preſence of his lawyer, he 
harrangucd upon my miſconduct fince our laſt re- 
union; and very treely ailirmcd, that every ſtep I 
had taken was diametrically oppoſite to his will. 

Conſcious of the pains I had been at to pleaſe 
kim, 1 was fo incenſed at theſe unjuſt invectivcs, 
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that ſtarting up, I told bim he was a little dirty 
fellow; and would have left the houſe immediately, 
had not his lawyer, and others, who were in the 
next room, interpoſed, and by dint of argument 
and importunity, diverted me from my purpoſe. 
bl. y the bye, I have been informed by a perſon of 
rank, that my lord diſcovered exactly the ſame diſ- 
poſition in has farher's liſe-time, and only changes 
the ſubject of his complaint from the word father 
to that of wife. Indeed he takes all opportunities 
of plaguing my dear parent, as he has juſt ſaga- 
city enough to know, that this is the moſt effec- 
tual way he can take to diſtreſs me. | 
After repeated trials, I have given up all hopes 
of making him happy, or of finding myſelf eaſy 
in my fituation; and live with him at preſent to 
avoid a greater inconvenience, Not that his ill- 
nature is all the grievance of which I complain: 
excluſive of the perſonal diſguſt I entertam for | a 
him, his folly is of that ſpecies which diſobliges | v 
rather than diverts, and his vanity and affecta- v 
tion altogether intolerable ; for he actually be- | } 
lieves himſelf, or at leaſt would impoſe himſelf I. 
upon mankind, as a pattern in gallantry and J i 
taſte; and, in point of bulineſs, a perſon of in- | f: 
finite ſagacity and penetration: but the moſt | o 
ridiculous part of his character is his pretended fu 
talent for politics, in which he ſo deeply concerns Jin 
himſelf, that he has diſmiſſed many a good ſer- I th 
vant, becauſe he ſuſpected him of having wrong 
connexions; a theme upon which he has often J pa 
quarrelled with me, even almoſt to parting, ac-f| pa 
cuſing me with holding correſpondence with the | po 
earls of B— and C—, and Mr. H—V—, tho' If th 


—— 


never had the leaſt acquaintance with any of theſe | m) 
gentlemen, except the earl of E, to whom no 

I have not ſpoke for theie ten years paſt, 20 

5 In ſhort, I have often been at a loſs to know, f| to 
Whether he was more mad or malicious in thoſe] 
fits of enthuſiaim, wherein he ſeemed tranſport-J in 

| ed with zeal for the commonwealth, and tor- my 

| mented me with his admonitions, out of all 5- 
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At length, however, I 
contrived an expedient which freed me from 
theſe troubleſome. expoſtulations, and lileaced 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
temper and patienee. 


him effectually on the ſcore of politics. This 
was no other than an open avowal of being con- 
nected with all thole people whom 1 have 
n:ned, Indeed, I knew lim too well to believe 
there was any thing ſolid in his intention or pro— 
fciions, even when he carried himſelf fo far as to 
demand a privatc audience with the K—, in ordor 
to communicate a ſcheme for ſuppreſſing the re- 
bellion; and that being denied, ſolicited the 
duke of D——'s intereſt, for permiflion to raiſe 

ad head a regiment of Kentith ſmugglers: nay, 
to ſuch a pitch did his loyalty ſoar, that he pure 
chaſed a tirelock of particular mechaniſm, cal-- 
culated for the fafety of the hearer, in caſe he 
had been placed centinel at his majeſty's door:; 
and kept his horſes ready capariſoned, with a 
view of attending his fovercign to the field. Nots 
withſtanding all theſe pompous preparations, had 
he been. but to the proof, he would have infal- 
bly crept out of his engagements, thro' ſoma 
ſacaking evaſion, his imagination being very 
fertile in ſuch faviag pretences. Yet he will talk. 
ſometimes ſo fervently, and even ſenſibly, on the 
ſubject, that a ſtranger would-miſtake him for a 
man of underſtanding, and determined zeal for 
the good of his country, | 

Since my laſt return to his honſe, that act of, 
parliament paſſed, by which he was enabled to 
pay his debts, and among the reſt, a thoutind 
pounds of my contracting, the only burden of 
that kind I ever intailed upon him, excinave of 
my pin- money, which was never regulariy paid, 
nor would he have becn ſubject to this, had he 
not, by his perſccuton and purſuit, expoſed me 
to an extraordinary expence, IJ have alſo had it in 
my power to reward ſome of my faithful Abigails; 
in particular, to rejieve from extreme diſtreſs that 
maid to whom (as I have already obſerved) lord 
BZ ——- granted an annuity, which ſhe had fold : 
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ſo that ſhe was reduced to the moſt abject 
poverty, and I found her in a diſmal hole, with 
two infants, periſhing for want; a ſpectacle 


ls © which drew tears from my eyes, wad indeed could 


not but make deep impreſſion upon an heart like 
Mine, which the miſery of my fellow-creaturcs 
never failed to melt. 

Nor did 1 vpon this occaſion forget the attach- 
ment and fidelity of my other woman Mrs. 8 
who hearing I was robbed in my paflage thro” 
Flanders, had generoutlly te linquiſhed the allow- 
ance ] had ſettled upon her at parting. The ex- 
erciſe of ſuch acts of humanity and bcnevolence, 
and the pleaſure of ſceing my dear and tender 
parent often, in ſome meaſure alleviate the cha- 
grin to which I am ſubject, from the diſagreeable 
diſpoſition of my lord, who, coniiſtent with his 
former inconſiſtency, upon our laſt reconciliation 
chearfully agreed to a propoſal [ made of havinp 
concerts zn the houſe, and even approved of the 
ſcheme with marks of particular ſatisfaction : 
but before one half of the winter was expired, he 
found means to baniſh all the company, begin- 
ning with lord R— B—, who as he walked up 
ſtairs one evening, was ſtopped by a footmen, 
who plainly told him he had ordeis'to ſay to him 
in Particular, that his lordſhip was not at 
home: yet the very next day perceiving that 
nobleman and me walking together in the park; 
he joined us with an air of alacrity, as it no 
ſuch thing had happened, and even hchaved 
to lord R with the moſt fawning com- 

pla:fance. His deportment was equaily "abſurd 
and impertinent to the reſt of his friends, who 
forſook us gradually, being tired of main- 
taining any friendly communication with ſuch 2 
diſagrcea ble comneiition of ignorance and airo: 
gance. For my own part, I lock upon him as 
utterly incorrigib le; and as fate hath ſubjected 
me to his power, endeaveonr to make the bitter 
draugpnt go down, by detaching myſelf, as much 
as poll, le, from the iu ppofit ion that there'ts any 


1 


8 „ tc 


Com 
wit] 
took 
CO32: 
cum 


ect 
ith 
cle 
auld 
1ke 
CS 


che 
ti 
bro' 
OW = 
ex- 
nee, 
nder 
cha- 
able 
his 
tion 
ving 
f the 
ion: 
1, he 
gin- 
4 up 
man, 
him 
zt al 
that 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 347 


ſuch exiſtence upon earth. Indeed, if I had not 
fatal experience of the contrary, I ſhould be apt 
to believe that ſuch a character is not to be found 


among the ſons of men; becauſe his conduct is \. 


altogether unaccountable by the known rulgs 
and maxims of life, and falls entirely under the 
poct's obſervation, when he lays, 


*Tis true, 109 meaning puzzles more than wit. 


Her ladyſhip having thus concluded her ſtory, 
to the entertainment of the company, and the 
admirat ion of Peregrine, who expreſſed his aſto- 
ni ſhment at the variety of adventures the had un- 
dergone, which was ſuch as he thought ſufficient 
to deſtroy the meſt hardy and robuſt conſtitution, 


and therefore infinitely more than enough to 


overwhelm oae of her delicate frame; one of the 
gentlemen. preſent, roundly taxed her with want 
of candour, in ſuppreſſing ſome circumſtances 
of her life, which he thought eſſential in the 
conſideration of her character. 

She reddencd at this peremptory charge, which 
had an evident effect upon the countenances of 
the whole audience, when the accuſer proceeded 
to explain his imputation, by obſerving, that, in 
the courie of her narration, ſhe had omitted to 
mention a thouſand acts of uncommon charity, of 
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which he himſelf knew. her to be guilty ; and that 
ſhe had concealed 2. great many advantageous 
propoſals of marriage, which ſhe might have 
accepted before the was engaged. 

The company were agrecably andeceived by 
this explanation; which ber ladyſhip acknow- 
. in very polite tens, as a compliment 


qua! y genteel and unexpected: and our hero, 
alter 4 5 teſtified the enſe he had of her 
complaiſance and condeſet ion, in reg galing him 
with a mark of her couhdence and eſteem, 
took his leave, and went home in a ſtate of 


eoufuſion and e for, from the cir- 
ctumſtances of the tale he had heard, he plainly 
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. ranperous attachment; by which means he kept 
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perceived, that her ladyfhip's'heart was teo de- 
licate to receive ſuch ineenſe, as he in the ca- 
pacity of an admirer, could at preſent pay; be— 


cauſe, though he had in ſome meaſure abridged 


the empire of Emilia in his own breaſt, it was 
not in his power to reſtrain it ſo effectually, but 
that it would interfere with any other ſovereign 
um his thoughts ſhould adopt: and, unleis 
lady could ingroſs his whole love, time 
and. attention, he foreſaw that it would be 
impoſſible for him to ſupport the paſſion which 
he might have the good fortune to inſpire. He 
was, moreover, deterred from declaring his love, 
by the fate of her former admirers, who ſeemed 
to have been wound up to a degree of enthu- 
fiaſm, that looked more like the eifect of in - 
chantment, than the inſpiration of human at— 
trections; an extaſy of pamon which he durſt 
not venture to underzo : he therefore reſolved to 
combat witi-the impreſſions he had already re- 
efived, and, if poſſible, cultrvate her friendſhip 
without ſoliciting her affection: but, before be 
could fix upon this determination, he deſired to 
know the footing en which he ſtood in her 
opinion; and by the intelligence of Crabtree, 


obtained in the uſual manner, nnderitood that f 


her tentiments of him were very favourable, 
though without the leaſt tincture- of love. He 
would have been tranſported with joy, had he 
thoughts. of him been of a more tender texture 
though his reaſun was better pleaſed with the 
infor mat ion he received; in conſequence of whic: 
he muſtered up the ideas of his firſt paſſion, and 
ſet them in oppoſition: to thoſe. of this new ar 


the balance in equilibrio, and his boſum tolera 
bly quiet. 
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